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Mark 2:1-12, Matt. 9:2-8, Luke 5:17-26

Jesus was a very unconventional teacher. He drove the religious leaders and
teachers wild. He did things they would never think of doing. In Mark chapter 1, v.
41 he touched a leper!

In Jesus’ day that was equivalent with us sharing body fluids with a victim of
the HIV virus.

In chapter 1, v. 27 we see the people are amazed at the authority Jesus has over
unclean spirits.

Jesus kept saying radical things like—Love your enemy, Pray for those who
persecute you, Turn other cheek, Go two miles instead of one.

The teachers and religious leaders were getting very nervous about this
different Jewish rabbi. Apparently they appointed a committee to try to trap him

or catch him saying something bad.
V. 6 of our text says there were some scribes sitting there reasoning in their

hearts. In Luke’s account of this miracle he says the Pharisees and teachers of the
law had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.

These guys were watching him to see if they could catch him saying something
that they could accuse him of.

Jesus was teaching in Capernaum, a city on the north shore of the Sea of
Galilee. V. 1 says he was in a house. Many scholars think it was Peter’s house.

Mark says it was a full house. Jesus was speaking to the people standing around
him. The largest room archeologists have uncovered in this area of Israel is 18 feet
long. There were probably about 50 people in the house.

As Jesus was teaching, a group of 4 men carrying a stretcher approached the

house. They put the stretcher down and looked the situation over.
Their leader comes over and tries to force his way into the house. It is no use.

There is just no room. As he returns to his companions they begin to remonstrate
with him. One of them says, “See I told you we will never get near the teacher. I

tell you we should never have left home. We came all this way for nothing!”
Another chimed in, “Yeah, and now we have to lug Joseph all the way home!”
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Ignoring their complaints their leader looks around. He sees a typical flat-

roofed Palestinian home. There was an outside stairway to the top of the roof.

Suddenly he sees the answer to the problem. Picking up one side of the stretcher
he says, “Come on, let’s go.”

He leads the little band up the stairs to the flat rooftop. Putting down the
stretcher he begins to dig at the soft mud roof. His enthusiasm is infectious. The

others quickly join him and soon there is a hole in the roof large enough to lower
the stretcher through.

Each of the men grabs a towel fastened to a corner of the stretcher and they
begin to lower the man down through the roof in front of where Jesus was

standing.
Imagine the scene below. Jesus is teaching. The people are very quiet and

listening intently. Suddenly they hear footsteps on the roof. Then a scratching
noise. Then things begin to fall from the ceiling. Light appeared—Think of what

Peter felt! Roofs were made of mud and sticks. As the men tore through them
there would have been lots of dirt below. Apparently Jesus didn’t allow it to bother
him.

As the stretcher came down through the roof the crowd parted and before long

the man was lying in front of Jesus.
We don’t know exactly what was said. The gospel accounts are very sketchy—I

like to think Jesus said to the man, “What do you want?”
The man likely said, “Lord, I want to be healed.” He was affected with a

paralysis which kept him bed fast.
Jesus said quietly, with authority, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
The religious leaders had a big problem with that. They knew that only God

could forgive sins—They sure didn’t believe this man was God.

Jesus proposed a simple test to show he was God—
He said to the religious leaders, “Which is easier: to say to the paralyzed man:

your sins are forgiven. Or to say to him, be healed get up and walk?”
What he was saying was, “You guys don’t believe I am God; You don’t believe I

can forgive sins. I can say I forgive sins and you can’t tell if those sins are forgiven
or not— But if I say, ‘Stand up and walk— Be healed,’ and it happens-- You will
know I have authority to heal and forgive.”
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Then Jesus said, “Rise, take up your mat and walk”— Immediately this

paralyzed man got up, picked up his mat, and went out of the house.

Imagine the scene on the roof. The men who carried him there probably could
not believe their eyes.

They probably ran down and hugged their friend, who had been healed, and
went home rejoicing.

Scripture says all the people were amazed, and were glorifying God, saying, “We
have never seen anything like this before.”

Quickly a few lessons for us:

1. Faith will find a way:

The condition of healing is faith. The test of faith is obedience. The man would

not have received healing if he would not have moved when Jesus said, "Rise, take
up your mat and walk."

These men had faith in Christ— They did not give up. Their faith was
rewarded—

You may be here carrying a heavy burden tonight. Maybe it’s guilt; Maybe it’s
an addiction, a broken relationship.

Faith in Christ will bring you salvation and hope— I challenge you to turn your
life over to God tonight and accept Christ as your Savior through faith.

2. Persistence pays off:

They didn’t give up— kept thinking, trying, hoping, trusting--

How unlike us-- Many times we get stuck in old habits, sins, addictions, wrong
companions. Dave Puge—died hypothermia

The devil says, “Forget it, it’s no use, quit trying—Give up!”
The devil’s way is always to destroy us by getting us to give up and quit.

I challenge each of you to try it again, keep on trusting God, ask him for
forgiveness, guidance, wisdom—

Never give up; Never quit!
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King—Fleeing/hiding in cave…Spider—8-9X success

3. Jesus’ power

Jesus had power over the crowd, over the sickness, over the religious leaders-

Jesus has total power over whatever it is that is enslaving us today—if we surrender
it to him he will help us to gain the victory.

4. Jesus’ Compassion

Jesus could have been annoyed—These guys broke up his meeting! But he had
compassion. He felt pity for the man—He healed him—

Jesus is a God of compassion. Today he longs to save and forgive and heal us.

He is knocking on our hearts door. He wants to come in.
We must open the door and allow him to come in.

5. Jesus’ Divinity

Forgave sins, healed sickness, raised dead. Jesus was/is God— He can deal with
any sin or problem we can bring to him. He’ll never say, “Sorry, I can’t help, it’s
over my head”— Jesus can deal with any problem. Jesus is God!

6. Sin is the Problem

Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Didn’t say, “You are healed”…forgave first, then healed.
We will never receive healing and wholeness until we surrender our lives to

Christ and allow him to forgive our sins.
Sin is at the root of all human ills—Many sicknesses.

7. We don’t know it all—
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Religious leaders thought they did.
When we think we know it all we have cut ourselves off from help— God can’t

help a proud, self-righteous man/woman-- It’s only when we come to him with
confession and humility that he can cleanse us.

8. People are more Important than Roofs

Peter had to repair his roof but a man was healed and whole. Each of us is
special, important to our God who made us. He loves us very much.

9. Forgiven sin brings rejoicing.

We come to Jesus all loaded down with our sin and guilt. When we give it to
Jesus we can’t believe the difference. He gives peace, joy and salvation. Our hearts

are filled with joy and rejoicing.

Song of invitation
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