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Yorkanna Father/Son Banquet

Good evening! Thanks for inviting me. Thanks for being here.
Different subject, but thanks so much for your church’s monthly support for the

trucker/traveler ministry.

Patrick Morley writes a provocative book, The Man in the Mirror, published by

Zondervan. Some of the ideas for (today’s) (tonight’s) message came from Patrick’s book.

Since Narcissus fell in love with his reflection in the water, mankind has been
fascinated with mirrors.

Mirrors come in all sizes and shapes. They all have one thing in common. They give
us an absolutely unvarnished look at ourselves.

The paunchy tummy. The warts. The big ears. The dirty face or clothing…All are

reflected back to us with great clarity and accuracy.
We as fathers and Christians need a mirror for our lives. So often we just can’t see

with clarity how we are doing as fathers or as Christians. Many times tunnel vision or
some type of blindness obscures our image. We can’t see problems which are obvious to

others around us. (Today) (Tonight) I would like to talk about some areas of fathering

which we can use as self-examination guides in our lives.

I’d like to start with a story from Patrick Morley:

The salmon nearly leaped onto their hooks! That was a far cry from the day

before when the four anglers couldn’t even seem to catch an old boot.
Disappointed but not discouraged, they had climbed aboard their small

seaplane and skimmed over the Alaskan mountains to a pristine, secluded bay
where the fish were sure to bite.

They parked their aircraft and waded upstream, where the water teemed with

ready-to-catch salmon. Later that afternoon, when they returned to their camp,
they were surprised to find the seaplane high and dry. The tides fluctuated

twenty-three feet in that particular bay, and the pontoons rested on a bed of

gravel. Since they couldn’t fly out till morning, they settled in for the night and
enjoyed some of their catch for dinner, then slept in the plane.

In the morning the seaplane was adrift, so they promptly cranked the engine
and started to take off. Too late, they discovered one of the pontoons had been
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punctured and was filled with water. The extra weight threw the plane into a
circular pattern. Within moments from liftoff the seaplane careened into the sea

and capsized.
Dr. Phil Littleford determined that everyone was alive, including his twelve-

year-old son, Mark. He suggested they pray, which the other two men quickly

endorsed. No safety equipment could be found on board—no life vests, no flares,
nothing. The plane gurgled and submerged into the blackness of the icy morning

sea. Fortunately, they all had waders which they inflated. The frigid Alaskan water
chilled their breath.

They all began to swim for shore, but the riptide countered every stroke. The

two men alongside Phil and Mark were strong swimmers and they both made
shore, one just catching the tip of land as the tides pulled them out toward sea.

Their two companions last saw Phil and Mark as a disappearing dot on the
horizon, swept arm-in-arm out to sea.

The Coast Guard reported they probably lasted no more than an hour in the

freezing waters—hypothermia would chill the body functions and they would go to
sleep. Mark, with a smaller body mass, would fall asleep first in his father’s arms.

Phil could have made the shoreline, too, but that would have meant abandoning

his son. Their bodies were never found.
What father wouldn’t be willing to die for his son? If we are willing to go so

far as to die for our children, why is it that we often don’t seem willing to live for
them?

Patrick asked older men what their greatest regrets were. Two stood out loud and
clear:

1. I was so busy taking care of company business that I never put my own financial

house in order. Now I have to do in ten years what I should have done in 40.

2. I was so busy trying to improve my family’s standard of living that before I knew

it, my children were grown and gone and I never got to know them. Now they are too
busy for me.

It’s that second regret that we would like to focus on (today) (tonight).
“No amount of success at the office can compensate for failure at home.”
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Our culture has taught us men that our significance is related more to our balance

sheet and our title than teaching our children and cherishing our wives.

It is our nature to be self-centered and to look out for our own interests. Paul tells
the Philippians in chapter 2 that he hopes to send Timothy to them to encourage them.

In verse 21, speaking of others, Paul makes this telling statement, “For they all seek after

their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.”1 That, in a nutshell, describes our normal
human condition.

We think as men that we need to look out for our own interests. Who else will!? But
that leads to a circular problem stated this way:

“If no one else looks out for my interests, then I must. And if I spend all my time

looking out for my own interests, then I don’t have any time left over to help anyone
else.”

Our relationship with those we love the most, our children and our wives, will suffer.
Paul gives us the Christlike answer to the problem in Phil. 2:3-5 when he writes,

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard
one another as more important than yourselves;
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests
of others.
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,2

To get at the heart of obeying that passage we men need to take an honest look in the

mirror.
It is relatively easy for us to be respectable, kind, polite and godly in public, at church,

but the rubber really meets the road behind the closed doors of our private lives. That’s

who we really are. We excuse our grouchiness and abusiveness with our wives and
children by saying they just don’t understand us.

Dr. Henry Brandy, a Christian psychologist, says,

Other people don’t create your spirit, they only reveal it. Our wives don’t
make us grumpy; we are a grumpy person looking for a place to grump! It’s time

to stop blaming our families for our bad attitudes and confess that they are the
scapegoats for the character issues we have not yet sorted out for ourselves.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Patrick says,

The key to our relationships is this, “People know if you are for them or not.”
We can say whatever we want, but people figure out the truth in time. If we tell

our wives we love them, but spend Monday night at softball practice, Wednesday

night at the church, Saturday on the golf course, and the rest of the time on our
own interests, they can tell if we are for them or not. Time is everything to a

relationship.

Each of us men should honestly answer the question “Do my wife and children know I

am for them by the way I spend my time?” How we spend our time is an act of the will - a
decision that is almost 100% determined by us. We decide who is first, second and third

in our lives. If we fail in this area we fail in every area.
If you don’t have enough time for your family, you can be 100% sure you are not

following God’s will for your life.

Family values and moral values have changed. Over one million teenage girls become

pregnant each year. By graduation 70% of girls and 80% of boys have lost their virginity.

The pressures on young people are enormous. A 1987 survey by the Dept. of Health
and Human Services revealed that of 1,100 eighth and tenth graders, 18% of the girls and

11% of the boys had attempted suicide. 42% of girls and 25% of boys had seriously
thought of committing suicide. Our young people are experiencing overwhelming

emotional pain.

Dr. James Dobson asked middle-class fathers to estimate the time they spent each day
with their one-year old children. The average estimate was 15 to 20 minutes.

When microphones were attached to the children to see how much time dads actually
spent with them the shocking results were 37 seconds per day!

Compare that to the fact that the average child watches between four to seven hours

of TV per day and you have a recipe for disaster.

The old adage about the quality of time spent rather than the quantity doesn’t work
out either.

A Fortune magazine article The Money Society suggests differently:

Quote,
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Psychoanalyst find that many money addicts are children of parents too

preoccupied, overworked, or withdrawn to respond with the appropriate oohs and

ahs to baby’s smiles and antics. The children consequently never stop looking for
the withheld applause and pleased response, and money helps them get it—even

takes the place of it….

But…the ante always goes up because the need is never satisfied. The kid
wants a human response. Some of these people…end up…complaining that their

life has no purpose.

End of quotation

Let’s look at some practical ways we can help our children.

I. Freedom to be Children

It is so easy for us to place adult expectations on our children.

Colossians 3:21 says in KJV, “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be

discouraged.”3 The NAS translates, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that

they will not lose heart.”4

An angry father yelled at his elementary-age son, “Why don’t you act your age?”

Actually that is exactly what the child was doing. What his dad really meant was, “Why
don’t you act like a grown up?”

It is so easy to try to push them to over-achieve or to mature too rapidly. Children

need to be supported by adults. They need a father’s guidance as they negotiate the path
from childhood to adulthood.

Probably the best thing most of us could do would be to lighten up about material

things. Patrick tells how he was very concerned about his children scratching his
furniture. One day his wife said, “You leave my children alone! I’ll not have you ruining a

million-dollar child over a $300.00 table!”.
Dads, what a challenge! Those children are so impressionable. We have the awesome

privilege and responsibility of molding and shaping their little lives.

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We need to let them be children as we model and teach them the spiritual lessons of

integrity, industry, love for God and others and so much more.

When we allow them to be children they will develop a sense of wonder and awe. They
will come to us with questions which we can use as teaching moments. We can crush their

sensitive spirits if we are too harsh and rigid and push them into adulthood too fast.

Men, it is so easy for us to overlook the sense of respect our children have for us - how
much they want to be with us and do things with us. Boswell, the biographer of Samuel

Johnson, mentioned a special childhood memory, a day fishing with his dad. Apparently
his life had been deeply etched for the better by that day. He tells of the many matters

his father taught him on that day.

Many years later someone found this entry in Boswell’s father’s journal, “Gone fishing
today with my son; a day wasted.”

His son had been deeply encouraged by the wasted day.
Patrick says, “If we can learn to control our selfish desires, not lose our tempers so

often, and encourage our kids, they will inherit a great legacy from us.”

II. A second goal should be to protect them from the world.

Our children haven’t developed the moral system to discriminate between right/wrong
good/evil. If we allow our children to be indiscriminately exposed to the secular life view,

we risk loosing their fragile, impressionable minds to secular worldviews and values.
The moral laxity and decadence in our public TV and entertainment industry today is

almost unbelievable to those of us who believe in moral absolutes.

John MacArthur writes,

I’m sure you’ve been struck by how very sinful the times are in which we live.

It doesn’t take a specific story or situation to bring it to your mind—the sheer

weight of accumulated sinfulness around us can be overwhelming.

Sin and the war it wages on mankind is everywhere. You can’t pick up a
newspaper, turn on the television, or tune into your favorite radio station without

being reminded, one way or another, of the wickedness of our day. It’s part of the

atmosphere we breathe, filling every open space and penetrating every tiny crevice
of society.
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We need to be aware of what our children are watching, reading and who they are

associating with. When we become aware of questionable activity, we must engage their

minds and teach them what God’s Word has to say about the activity. This calls for
spiritual leadership. We need to guide them toward the value system we want them to

have.

It’s sobering to realize that a child’s value and belief system is primarily influenced by

parents, teachers, pastors and the media.
Dads, we need to think about he enormous influence of other’s values on our children.

That statistic of 37 sec. per day with Dad and four to seven hours a day with TV should

galvanize us to action.
Dads, we need to influence our children as early as possible. Once they become teens

their peers will exert far more influence on them than we can.
If their values are not God-shaped they will do whatever feels good. So many of those

things like drugs, alcohol and immorality seem to feel good at first, but can deeply scar

their lives.
Our children need the protection form calamity that we alone can provide. Just as

God our Father provides for us, we need to set limits and instill values which will protect

them and shape their choices/beliefs into godly ones.

III. No Replacement for Time

This lesson is driven home with great clarity in the words of a song written by Harry

Chappin some years ago:

A child arrived just the other day,
came to the world in the usual way,

But there were planes to catch

and bills to pay, he learned to walk while I was away
He was talking before I knew it and as he grew

he said I'm going to be like you Dad,
you know I'm going to be like you.

And the cat's in the cradle,
and the silver spoon, Little Boy Blue,

and the Man in the Moon,
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When you coming home son, I don't know when
We'll get together then, you know we'll have a good time then.

My son turned 10 just the other day,

Said thanks for the ball now c'mon let's play

Will you teach me to throw, I said not today,
I've got a lot to do, he said that's ok

And he walked away and he smiled and he said
You know I'm going to be like you, Dad,

you know I'm going to be like you.

And the cat's in the cradle,

and the silver spoon, Little Boy Blue,
and the Man in the Moon,

When you coming home son, I don't know when

We'll get together then, you know we'll have a good time then.

He came from college just the other day,

so much like a man I just had to say,
I'm proud of you, won't you sit for a while

He shook his head and said with a smile,
What I'm feeling like, Dad, is to borrow the car keys

See you later can I have them please.

And the cat's in the cradle,

and the silver spoon, Little Boy Blue,
and the Man in the Moon,

When you coming home son, I don't know when

We'll get together then, you know we'll have a good time then.

I've long since retired and my son's moved away
I called him up just the other day

I'd like to see you, if you don't mind

He said I'd love to Dad, if I could find the time
You see my new job's a hassle and the kids have the flu

But it's sure nice talking you Dad, it's been real nice talking to you.
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And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me
He'd grown up just like me, my boy was just like me.

And the cat's in the cradle,

and the silver spoon, Little Boy Blue,

and the Man in the Moon,
When you coming home son, I don't know when

We'll get together then, you know we'll have a good time then.

The message of the song made it very popular. Harry went all over the country

singing it. One day his wife said, “Why don’t you do what the song says?”
Harry said, “Honey, you are right. Just let me finish this summer’s engagements and

then I’ll slow down and spend some time with you and the kids.” That summer Harry was
killed in an auto accident.

Dads, it’s best to get our time in now. If we have youngsters, weeks turn into years

faster than a speeding bullet. Before we know it those children will have interests and
friends of their own.

Dads, we need to grasp the opportunity to be with our children, to shape their young

minds and hearts while we can.
Lee Iacocca says, “No one says on their deathbed ‘I wish I had spent more time with

my business’”.

IV. Guardianship through Prayer

Patrick tells about seven couples who were new naïve Christians. They discovered a

verse of Scripture and decided to claim it from god. The verse: Believe in the Lord Jesus,

and you will be saved, you and your household.5 (Acts 16:31)

The seven couples had twenty-three children, none of whom were Christians. Every

week the seven couples prayed faithfully for their beloved children. Over the course of
two years all twenty-three kids committed their lives to Jesus Christ.

What better way to equip our children for a meaningful life than by praying for their
eternal salvation?
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You pray for yourself – for forgiveness, wisdom, grace, mercy, courage and hope.

You understand the need for protection from temptation. You recognize the importance

of expressing praise, honor, glory and gratitude to the Lord.

Who will pray for our children? Are not their needs greater than ours? We can make

no greater contribution to the well-being of our kids than to intercede for them in daily
prayer.

Patrick suggests the following list of subjects we can pray for:

• A saving faith

• An independent faith (their own moral values based on God’s Word)
• To be strong and healthy in mind, body and spirit

• A sense of purpose
• A desire for integrity

• A call to excellence

• An understanding of the ministry God has for them
• To acquire wisdom

• Protection from drugs, alcohol and immorality

• The mate God has for them
• That they may glorify the Lord in everything

• That we may set aside time to spend with them

There is no higher calling for our children than to place faith in Jesus Christ and to

experience God’s wonderful plan for their lives. Through our prayer and the model of our
lives we can be confident that by God’s grace they will.

No man should be unwilling to die for his children. How much more important it is to

live for them.

There are little eyes upon you,

and they're watching night and day;
There are little ears that quickly

take in everything you say.

There are little hands all eager
to do everything you do;

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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And a little boy who's dreaming

of the day he'll be like you.

You're the little fellow's idol;

you're the wisest of the wise;

In his little mind, about you
no suspicions ever rise;

He believes in you devoutly,
holds that all you say and do,

He will say and do in your way

when he's grown up just like you.

There's a wide-eyed little fellow
who believes you're always right;

And his ears are always open,

and he watches day and night;
You are setting an example

every day in all you do,

For the little boy who's waiting
to grow up to be like you.

Dean Lancelot Andrews was one of the translators of the KJV Bible. He was very

learned. He knew 15 languages. He was also a powerful preacher. But he knew that

eloquence alone was not the point of the sermon.
He wrote, “The only true praise of a sermon is some evil left abandoned, or some good

done upon hearing of it” “End of quotation”

He reminded us that hearing makes us more responsible. Let’s resolve to abandon

some evil or do some good that God has spoken to us today.
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