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Acts 19:21-41…………………………………………………………read vv 21-41

A shipwrecked man managed to reach an uninhabited island.  There, to

protect himself against the elements and to safeguard the few possessions he

had salvaged, he painstakingly built a little hut from which he constantly and

prayerfully scanned the horizon for the approach of a ship.  Returning one

evening after a search for food, he was terrified to find the hut completely

enveloped in flames.  Yet by divine mercy this hard affliction was changed

into a mighty advantage.  Early the following morning he awoke to find a ship

anchored off the island.  When the captain stepped ashore, he explained, "We

saw your smoke signal and came."  Everything the marooned man owned had

to be destroyed before he could be rescued.

History teaches us that persecution purifies and causes the church to grow.  Paul had come

to Ephesus in chapter 18.  We know from Acts 20, v 31 that he spent three years in Ephesus

(the longest he stayed in any city).  In today's text we see persecution rear its ugly head.

Acts 21 and 22 describe Paul's desire to go into Macedonia, Achaia and Jerusalem.  The

rest of the book of Acts will describe the fulfilling of those plans.

The words in v 21 – purposed in the spirit (KJ) – May mean either Paul's spirit, or may

refer to the leading of the Holy Spirit or to both.

Paul planned to take up a collection from the churches in Macedonia and Achaia and take

it to the needy saints in Jerusalem.  After that he intended to go to Rome.

Let's look at a map of where Paul is located and where he is going.

-Map-

Ephesus was one of the largest and most impressive cities in the ancient world.  It was a

political, religious and commercial center in Asia Minor.  In Paul's day it was probably the

fourth largest city in the world, having an estimated population of 250,000.  While it was

technically not the capital of Asia Minor, it functioned like the capital.  It was located at the
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mouth of the Cayster River and was an important seaport.

By Paul's day the city had begun a slow decline which would cause it eventually to lose its

importance.  The Cayster River was constantly silting up the harbor which required frequent

dredging.  When the city was allowed to decay over the centuries this silting resulted in the

biblical site of Ephesus being 7 miles from the coast today.

That said, Ephesus was still very important in Paul's day.

The city was associated with the ministries of Paul, Timothy and the Apostle John.  The

city played an important role in the spread of early Christianity.  It is mentioned over 20

times in the NT.

Ephesus was a city of great grandeur.  It was the center of the worship of Artemis or

Diana.  The temple of Artemis was magnificent, one of the seven wonders of the world.  It

was already 400 years old when Paul saw it.  It measured 418 feet by 239 feet (4 times larger

than the Parthenon at Athens).

It had 100 50-foot columns which supported a large peaked roof.  Inside was the sacred

image of Artemis (Diana), which they believed had fallen down from heaven (v 35).  Its ruins

can be seen today at Ephesus.  Since Artemis was a fertility God cultic prostitution was an

important part of her worship.  Hundreds of prostitute priestesses were there to serve the

worshippers.

The temple of Artemis/Diana also functioned as a bank.  Pilgrims and worshippers

brought money from all over the world to deposit there.  This helped to make it an

important commercial center.  This was part of the reason Demetrius and the craftsmen were

so upset.  Not only was their craft in danger, but the very economic foundation of the city

was endangered.

There is an interesting historical side note showing that embezzling and dishonesty is not

limited to our time.

Around 44 AD, roughly 10 years before Paul's arrival, inscriptions show that the

proconsul had to get involved in the temple treasury because of serious financial

irregularities.  Temple monies were being diverted for personal use by private individuals.

In Ephesus politics and religion were as heavily-intertwined as religion and economics,

and local civic pride was inseparable from the worship of the Ephesian Artemis.

The city was also a center for learning and the magic arts.

In ancient times the phrase "Ephesian writings" was commonly used for documents

containing spells and magic formulas.  We see in the earlier part of the chapter the people

burning books and scrolls valued at 50,000 days' labor!  That's almost 137 years' wages—an
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incredible sum.  These were probably those kinds of magic books.  The power of God proved

stronger than the power of the satanic forces which existed in Ephesus.

The goddess Diana (KJ), Artemis in Greek, was a Roman moon god.  Worship of the sun

was also involved.  She was widely worshipped in the Roman world.

There were feasts of Diana which were highly commercialized.  Some commentators

believe the events recorded in our text took place during one of those feasts.

The making of shrines and idols to the goddess was a thriving industry.

Ephesus also boasted a magnificent stone theater.  Holding 24,500 people, it was 495 feet

in diameter.  It can be visited today.  Between the theater and the harbor there was a

magnificent paved street made of marble.  The street was 1,735 feet long and 36 feet wide (Rt

194 is 22 feet wide).  The street was lined with columns, statues and shops on each side.

The chapter contains several technical terms which liberal scholars said Luke had wrong,

but which archaeology has decisively proven correct.

In v 35 Paul uses a special title (not in KJ) for the city.  He says they are the "guardian of

the temple".  Inscriptions have shown that this term was used throughout the area.

There is an interesting technical note in v 9 where Paul is said to have left the synagogue

and taught in the school of Tyrannus.  This is a culturally correct statement for Ephesus.  In

Athens teaching was done in the market—at Ephesus teaching was done in a school.  Again

Luke has it correct.

In vv 22 Paul sent Timothy and Erastus ahead into Macedonia.

In Romans 16:23 Paul mentions Erastus, the  chamberlain (KJ), city treasurer (NAS).  In

1920 at Corinth a pavement was found bearing the following inscription: "Erastus, procurator

and Aedile, laid this pavement at his own expense."

Many scholars believe that this refers to the man that Paul knew.

In chapter 19 v 31, chief of Asia (KJ), Asiarchs (NAS)—heads of the provincial cult of

Rome and the Emperor.

They held office for one year but then retained the title—

So Luke lists them in the plural.  There are many mentions of "Asiarchs" in the  secular

inscriptions which have been found.
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Before the inscriptions were found, many liberal scholars insisted that Luke used the

wrong title.  Archaeology again proves him right.  Over and over again archaeology has

shown Luke to be a historian of the first rank and dead on when he describes local culture,

geography, titles and names.  You and I can place great faith in the written Word of God.

We aren't sure why Paul did not go with Timothy and Erastus.  Some have suggested that

Paul was concerned about developments in the church at Corinth, including the attitude of

some members toward himself.  He may have feared that his presence would spark an

undesirable crisis and so he remained at Ephesus.

In vv 23-41 we see opposition to Paul.  Paul's ministry was fraught with opposition and

persecution.

Usually two things happened when Paul spent much time in a city.  First, there was a

revival and then there was a riot.  Then he left town.

We have seen this pattern in:

at Pisidian Antioch (13:50)  They were expelled and shook off the dust of their feet.

at Iconium (14:5-6)  They were assaulted and fled.

at Lystra (14:19-20)  Paul was stoned and left for dead.

at Philippi (16:14-23)  They were beaten and imprisoned.

at Thessalonica (17:4-10)  After Jason was assaulted, Paul and Silas fled.

at Berea (17:11-14)  They were hounded by Jews from Thessalonica and fled to Athens.

and at Corinth (18:1-18)  There was an insurrection made against Paul.

In Athens he was not persecuted, but he was in effect laughed out of town.  One of the

commentators says, "The cruel Athenian mockery probably hurt Paul more than the violent

mobs elsewhere".

v 23 – It was only a matter of time till Paul encountered trouble.

Demetrius was a craftsman who worked in silver.  He made silver shrines for

Diana/Artemis. shrines is literally "sanctuaries", apparently small images of the god or the

temple which were purchased as souvenirs.  They may also have been worshipped as

representing the god.

Archaeologist have found terracotta images of temples and silver statues of Artemis.  It is

possible that the larger silver temple images were melted down for the silver.  That may be

why none have been found.  The word gain (v 24) and craft (v 25) are the same word in the
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original.  Probably a better translation would be "business".

The word craftsmen could be translated "technicians".

vv 24-27 describe Demetrius' speech to the craftsmen.

The gist of the speech is:

"You know that our income is dependent on this craft or business.

"And now, not only here but in almost all Asia, Paul is preaching that manmade gods are

not gods at all.

"Not only is our craft and income in danger, but this could endanger the temple and the

very worship of the great god Artemis."

It is ironic that he was right in what he said.  The fact was that the god they were so

fervent in worshipping was really no god at all.  Today there are Christians at Ephesus, but

no one worships Artemis.

In v 28 mob psychology took hold, and the craftsmen began shouting loudly, “Great is

Artemis of the Ephesians!”.

This shows a peculiar trait of some.  When your argument is confusing or weak, holler

louder.  A young preacher in his notes wrote, "Argument weak here; holler louder."

V 29 describes the confusion and the mob heading to the theater.  As we mentioned

before, the theater was magnificent.  It held almost 25,000 people and had numerous statues

and ornaments.  It was the place where two types of meetings took place.

Informal meetings such as this one and the demos or official legislative meeting which

was held on a regular basis.  Laws and policies were set and legal affairs were taken care of.

Seizing Paul's companions Gaius and Aristarchus, they drew them into the theater.

The theater was excavated recently and you can visit it at Ephesus.

In v 30 we are told that Paul wished to go into the theater but was restrained by the

disciples.

The crowd was thirsting for blood.  Mob psychology is very dangerous, but Paul showed

no concern for his own safety.  His only desire was to spread the good news.

Great lesson for us.  Christ tells us we are to be salt and light to the world.  We need to

take care to be winsome and not abrasive, but our passion should always be to get the good

news to those who are perishing.
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v 31 is fascinating.  As mentioned before, Luke calls the officials correctly as Asiarchs.

The KJ calls them the chief of Asia.  The correct title, used at the time, was "Asiarchs."  The

word is plural, because, while there was only one official who ruled for one year, the title

was retained till death.  So Luke is right in calling them Asiarchs in the plural.

The Asiarchs were official go-betweens for the local and the Roman government.  They

had jurisdiction over meetings at the theater, though they obviously failed to control this

mob.  They supported Rome and the emperor.  They were friendly toward Paul and

counseled him not to go into the theater.

v 32 shows us something about mob thinking.  The verse says some shouted one thing and

some another.  Then it says some in the crowd didn't even know why they were there.

v 33 says the Jews put Alexander forward.  We aren't sure why they did this.  It may be

that he was trying to defend the Jews by declaring that Paul had no connection with them.

In any event, Alexander was shouted down by the mob and was not allowed to speak.

v 34 says that for 2 hours the mob cried, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”.

At this point the town clerk, who was a political official similar to a city mayor, got

involved.

In v 35 he reminded them that everyone was aware that the Ephesians worshipped the

great goddess Artemis.

The KJ phrase translated image which fell down from Jupiter is all one word in the

Greek.  The word is used only here in the NT.  It is an adjective meaning "fallen from

heaven".

There is no reference in the Greek to either image or Jupiter.  The object which fell from

the sky was probably a meteorite which the people proceeded to worship as a sacred stone.

Then he admonished them to do nothing rashly.  He reminded the crowd that Paul and

company had done nothing wrong.  They were not robbers of churches or blasphemers of

their god.

He reminded them that there was a functioning court system and they were welcome to

bring Paul before it in a lawful way if they chose.

In v 40 he reminded them that Rome was not uninterested in these kinds of mob actions.

Rome ruled the world.  They were generally very benevolent toward their subjects.  As long

as they paid their taxes and swore allegiance to Rome they were fine with it.

There were two things though that Rome absolutely did not allow—rebellion or disorder.

This kind of meeting would be interpreted by Rome as disorder and would bring the harshest
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possible punishment.

Rioting was a cardinal sin in the eyes of Rome.  The town clerk realized the danger.  Rome

could, and would take away the free city status which the Ephesians enjoyed.  Having said

this, he dismissed the mob.

Some practical lessons for us to use…

1. The power of the gospel is stronger than demonic forces.

We see this in the earlier part of the chapter.  In vv 13-16 the seven Jewish exorcists were

overcome and fled naked and wounded.

In vv 18-19 many magic books and curious arts were destroyed when their owners were

converted by the power of Christ.

And in the end of the chapter the men of God were kept safe by God's power.

A few thoughts:

We as Christians must be diligent to stay away from all magic/occultic or satanic

influences.

Things like ouija boards, seances, occultic games, horoscopes, palm reading, pow wowing

or magic chants are very dangerous.  Anyone who engages in these things may be opening

themselves up for satanic strongholds in their lives.  Once Satan gets those strongholds it can

be very hard for us to break free from them.

This stuff is very dangerous.  I personally refuse to even read the horoscopes.  That may be

a personal conviction which I have no right to try to force on you, but any flirting with

occultic stuff is very, very dangerous.  Satan has great power, but God is stronger.  Satan can

not touch us if we stay close to God and refuse to dabble in this stuff.

2. Fear is not always wrong.

Fear played a part in bringing these Ephesians to Christ.  Fear is not the best motivator,

but someone has said, "I'd rather scare someone into heaven then lull them into hell."

A healthy fear of divine punishment which brings a person to salvation can be a good

thing.
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A healthy fear of offending a holy God and coming to salvation because one realizes

his/her sinfulness and how much that sin offends a holy God is better.

Fear is not always wrong.

3. The law as protector

While we do not use the law to sue or to avenge, it may protect us from unlawful harm.

Several times Paul was protected form beatings or imprisonment because he appealed to the

law.  In today's text apparently his relationship to the Asiarch helped keep him safe.

Rom. 13:1-5 is interesting in this regard…

1Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they
who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.
3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to
have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;
4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who
brings wrath on the one who practices evil.
5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also

for conscience’ sake.1

4. Persecution purifies the church.

We have not been persecuted.  We must be prepared.  We don't know if we will be kept

from persecution forever.

Every Christian should have thought through the reasons for his faith before he/she is

persecuted, so that when he/she is persecuted he/she may stand fast.

5. This text talks about people who worshipped idols, money, etc.

We must be careful that we never allow something or someone to take a more important

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 13:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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place in our lives than our devotion to Christ.  Some of us may need to reevaluate how much

time we spend on certain activities as opposed to how much time we spend with Christ.  It is

very unlikely that anyone will say on their deathbed, "I spent too much time with God."

6. We can trust the Bible.

Just as we saw Luke was a careful historian we can trust the Holy Spirit who authored the

sacred text.

It is not very much in fashion to believe in an infallible and an inerrant, God-breathed

Word today.  But God says all scripture is God-breathed and profitable.

Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

God's holy Word can anchor us in all the storms of life.  Without a belief in holy scripture

we are drifting rudderless on life's stormy seas.

7. We should never allow ourselves to be caught up in mob action.

We can do/say things we would never think of doing/saying if we yield to mob

psychology.  Civil disobedience is only ok if we are being asked to break God's law.

In today's text we see Paul faithfully carrying out his assignment of preaching the gospel.

We see that there were times when it caused him pain, but we never see him falter.  May

you and I determine to be faithful to our assignment.  May we put Christ first in our lives

and make the proclamation of the good news a priority in our lives.

Few men of this century have understood better the inevitability of

suffering than Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  He seems never to have wavered in his

Christian antagonism to the Nazi regime, although it meant for him

imprisonment, the threat of torture, danger to his own family, and finally

death.  He was executed by the direct order of Heinrich Himmler in April

1945, in the Flossenburg concentration camp, only a few days before it was

liberated.  It was the fulfillment of what he had always believed and taught:

"Suffering, then is the badge of true discipleship.  The disciple is not above his

master… That is why Luther reckoned suffering among the marks of the true

Church, and one of the memoranda drawn up in preparation for the Augsburg
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Confession similarly defines the Church as the community of those 'who are

persecuted and martyred for the gospel's sake'… Discipleship means allegiance

to the suffering Christ, and it is therefore not at all surprising that Christians

should be called upon to suffer."

May God help us to be faithful.

Mummerts 2012


