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Acts chapter 22:1-30………………………………………………………………Read vv 1-16

As Paul finished up his third missionary journey we have seen the touching scene

recorded in Chapter 20.

From Miletus Paul sent to the elders of Ephesus and asked them to come to him.  There on

the beach we have recorded a most poignant and touching farewell scene.  Paul exhorted and

encouraged them, telling them that they would not see him again in this life.

Paul then began a sea voyage which would ultimately bring him to the mother church at

Jerusalem.

There he was gladly received by the brethren.  Paul recited a list of God's blessings on the

Gentiles through his ministry.  As Paul spoke to them they brought up a problem.

They told Paul that they were aware of new converts and Jewish believers who believed

that Paul was teaching that the Jewish Gentiles must not only come to faith through belief in

Jesus, but must forsake their Jewish practices.  Word was circulating that Paul was asking

them not to circumcise their children or obey the law of Moses.

This of course wasn't true.  Paul urged new Gentile converts not to think it necessary for

them to also become Jewish.  He did not teach that Jews who converted to Christianity give

up their Jewish ways.

The whole Jewish / Gentile debate at the Jerusalem council in chapter 15 revolved around

this question.  We remember that the Judaizers, who had personal beliefs about the matter,

tried to push their personal convictions onto the new Jewish converts.  We noted then and

always need to remember that personal convictions which are purely personal are fine, but

we must never try to force our own personal convictions on others.

We saw the disastrous results when the Judaizers did that.

William Barclay says,

Quote,

There is here a challenge and a summons, not so much to criticize others as

to examine ourselves.  There is nothing easier than to confuse prejudices with

principles, and to confuse unreasonable stubbornness with unwavering

resolution.  It is perfectly true that often a Christian has to stand alone, but a
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man will do well to examine himself when he finds that the opinions he holds

are separating him from the community of which he forms a part.  He may be

right, but it is a grave responsibility to be a cause of division in any church or

community.  Before he separates himself from others a man ought to

remember the solemn words of Cromwell to the intransigent Scots: 'I beseech

you by the bowels of Christ, think it possible that you may be mistaken."

End of quote

We must always remember:

Unshakable conviction is a Christian virtue; unyielding intolerance is a sin.  None of us

knows it all.  In fact, when we think we know it all we stop learning.

Do you and I foster a spirit of unity by having a humble, teachable spirit?

So to fix this misconception the Jewish believers had about Paul, the Jerusalem leaders

suggested the following:

Paul was to pay the expenses of four men who were entering a seven-day temple

ceremony of cleansing.  This would show the whole world that Paul wasn't against the

Jewish practices.

Paul accepted the suggestion and entered into the ceremony.  All went well till the seven

days were almost complete.  Then a mob stirred up the people, grabbed Paul and created a

disturbance.  Chapter 21 v 29 is a very teachable moment for us where we read that they

supposed that Paul had brought Trophimus into the temple.

v 38 carries the same lesson where we read that the commander assumed that Paul was a

rabble-rousing Egyptian.

Josephus tells us of this Egyptian and the insurrection he led.  He says there were 30,000.

Apparently there were that number in total with as many as 4,000 armed men.  The word

murderers here is assassins.  These sicarii carried small, hidden daggers, and in broad

daylight would slip up to a Roman official or Jewish informant, kill them and then vanish

into the crowd.  The commander thought Paul was one of these men.

I know that I digress, and that we are still in our introduction, but there is a loud warning

for us n these two verses.

How often you and I "suppose" or "assume" when we see or hear something.  How we
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need to learn to ask the person concerned when we see or hear something that upsets us or

which we think is wrong.

So often we only see or hear a part of the situation or facts.  Then we allow our minds to

go into overdrive as we assume or suppose the rest of the facts.  This is made even worse

when we inform others who have nothing to do with the presumed problem or its solution.

Over the years I have had it get back to me that people thought I meant or said something

which was totally opposite of the facts.

You and I as brothers and sisters in Christ must have the love and courage to go to the

source and check the facts when we don't understand or hear or see something that we don’t

think looks right or we don't understand.  To assume or suppose and get others involved who

have nothing to do with it is simply wrong and grievously harms the body of Christ.

The scene about to be played out for us happened in the Temple court.

The military barracks at the north end of the temple enclosure were the Fortress Antonia.

Built by Herod the Great, it was named for one of his heroes, Anthony.

It was connected to the northwest corner of the Temple complex by two flights of steps.

The garrison consisted of one cohort of Roman auxiliaries.  On paper that would be 1,000

men—760 infantry and 240 calvary.  The Antonia overlooked the Temple complex, and

there were always guards looking down into the Temple to detect trouble.

When the commander was informed of the disturbance he took soldiers and bound Paul.

After failing to ascertain what was bothering the crowd, the commander determined to take

him into the castle, at which point Paul asked to speak to the crowd, which brings us to

today's text in chapter 22.

Before we look at it, a quick observation.  Paul is here about to be torn apart by the mob.

He is in great danger, but he seizes the moment to speak for Christ.

Paul counted his life less important than the opportunity to speak for Christ.

What a lesson for us.  We live in a land where we are still allowed to articulate our faith.

We need to pray that that isn't taken away from us.

How many of us take advantage of the opportunity when we have it?

Even worse, how many of us disobey the Spirit's call when He gives us the opportunity to

speak for Christ?

We have been bought with a great price.

We have been rescued from a horrible pit.

Our feet have been placed on a solid rock.
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We were on our way to a devil's hell when, through nothing good that we did, we were

given eternal live and all the riches in the heavenly places.

Why are we so reluctant to tell others the good news?

Someone has said that salvation is like one beggar telling other beggars where he found

bread.

Paul's life challenges us to take every opportunity to tell others about Jesus and salvation.

Man driving in Georgia.  No hope.  Found hope on phone.

When the crowd heard Paul addressing them as brethren, and fathers in Hebrew there

was a great calm.

Paul began to tell them about his background.  They thought Paul was anti-Jewish.  Paul

says in v 3, "I am a Jew.  Not only that, I was born in Tarsus and brought up here in

Jerusalem.  Not only that, my teacher was the famous Jewish teacher Gamaliel.

"My education was strictly Jewish.  I was just as zealous for God as you are today.

"Not only that, (vv 4-5) I persecuted the Christians.

"I bound them, put them in prison, and even put them to death.

"I even went to the high priest and the council of the Sanhedrin for authority to go to

Damascus to bring them back to be punished.

"And as I was approaching Damascus I was knocked to the ground by a very bright light.

As I fell to the ground I heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?'

"I answered, 'Who are you, Lord?'

"The answer came back, 'I am Jesus the Nazarene whom you are persecuting.'

"I asked Him, 'What shall I do, Lord?'

He replied, 'Get up and go into Damascus, and it will be told you what you are to do.'

"I had been blinded by the light and was led into Damascus.

"While I was there a man, Ananias, [who, incidentally, was highly-thought-of by the

Jews] came into me and said, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.', and I could see.

"He said, 'God has chosen you that you should know his will and see that just one and

hear His voice.

'And you are to be a witness to all men about what you have seen and heard.

'Now get up, be baptized and call on the name of the Lord.'"

We see Paul here, in his defense, calling up references to the fact that he wasn't anti-

Jewish as they supposed.

He told them he was a Jew par-excellence.
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He had sincerely believed that this Jesus was dead.  Then He spoke to him.

He was healed from blindness in a way which could only be divine.

He was showing them that he was being told what to do by God.

Why could they think he was wrong when all these miraculous things happened to him?

"Now let me tell you one more thing.  I went into the Temple.  I had a vision.

"The Lord told me to leave Jerusalem at once.  Then I reminded him that I had imprisoned

and beat the believers.

"I was also standing by while Stephen was stoned.

"And He said, 'Depart, for I will send you far away unto the Gentiles.'"

Up to this point the crowd had listened quietly.  When they heard the word Gentiles they

erupted in rage.

They became so violent that the commander ordered him to be brought into the castle so

he could examine him by torture.

As they were going about tying him down for the beating, Paul called an officer over and

asked, "Is it lawful for you to beat a man who is a Roman citizen and who has not been

condemned?"

Of course the answer was no.  The officer quickly informed the commander who rushed

to Paul's side to confirm the information.

v 27 and 28 are very poignant as we see the powerful military man meekly asking the

prisoner if it was true that he was a citizen.

When he received an affirmative reply he wistfully said, "I paid a huge sum to acquire my

citizenship."

To which Paul replies, "But I was born free."

Under the emperors, Roman citizenship was sold in order to obtain money.  The fact that

Paul was born a citizen indicates that his father or grandfather had purchased citizenship or

had done some special service for the state in order to earn it.

Ramsay writes, "It is clear from the preceding account that Pompey, Julius Caesar, Antony

and Augustus are likely to have given the Roman citizenship to a certain number of

important Tarsians."

This would suggest that Paul's father or grandfather may have been leading citizens of

Tarsus.

The commander quickly ordered Paul freed and sent the inquisitors away.
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v 30 is really part of chapter 23 where we see Paul being released and being set before the

Sanhedrin to try to ascertain the cause of the disturbance.

Quickly, some lessons…

1. As we opened we saw Paul's loving care for the Ephesian elders.

Paul had spent 3 whole years there, longer than any other stay recorded in Acts.

We see Paul encouraging the brethren, building them up, strengthening them.

What a lesson for us.  What a challenge for us.  It lies within our power as brethren and

sisters to build up each other or to tear down, to encourage or to discourage.

Let's emulate Paul and Barnabas, who was known as a son of consolation.

Let's build up, encourage, strengthen and love one another.

It is so easy to be negative, to be critical, to see the worst.  Let's rise above that.  Let's show

agape love for each other.

2. We examined the awful power of the assume and suppose monster.

I remember the story of a very poor couple who showed up one Sunday with the man

wearing a very expensive suit.  The wife was still wearing the well-worn dress.  People began

to whisper.  "Do you believe it?"  "He bought himself a new suit while his wife wears rags."

"I can't believe he is so selfish."

What they didn't know was that his brother died, leaving him the suit.

He pleaded with his wife to allow him to sell the suit and buy her a dress.  She would not

allow him to sell the suit, knowing it had been his brother's.

Let's remember to avoid talking to others about things we aren't sure about.

Let's be sure to go back to the source and check the facts before we sin and cause harm to

Christ's body.

3. We talked about the importance of being always ready to talk about the good news.

Paul says we should be instant in season and out of season, always ready to give an answer

for the hope that lieth within us.

One way we can do that is to know a simple way to present the gospel.
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We will do more harm than good if we ramble on and on without bringing them to the

place of decision.

I was doing door-to-door visitation with a well-known pastor when a lady answered the

door and said she wanted to know how to find Christ.

The pastor, bless his heart, began a long, rambling discourse which went around and

around in circles without enlightening the poor woman.  After about 20 minutes, I asked if I

could speak and quickly led her to salvation.

I was not better than the pastor.  I had simply thought through a gospel presentation and

was prepared to share it in a way which made sense.

I believe we will answer to God someday if we are too lazy or unconcerned to develop a

simple gospel presentation.

Then we should pray every day, "God, would you bring me into the path of someone

today who needs to hear the gospel?"

Then we need to be faithful and take those opportunities when He sends them to us.

I recently prayed that prayer, and early that morning I heard a timid knock on the trailer

office door.

I opened it to see a very scruffy, troubled driver.  We began to talk, and I had the

incredible joy and privilege of leading him to salvation.

Not because I am so wonderful, not because I'm a truck stop chaplain.  God the Holy Spirit

arranged that meeting.  He was faithful to answer my prayer.  He can and will answer your

prayer if you give Him the opportunity.

4. We see baptism mentioned in this text.

While we know that baptism by itself does not save us, it is very important.  Christ

commands it.  I believe if an individual knows Christ, asks him/her to be baptized and

absolutely refuses, we can question that person's relationship with Christ.

5. William Barclay comments on v 14…

Where Ananias tells Paul "The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will,

and to see the righteous one, and to hear an utterance from His mouth."

Barclay says,
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Verse 14 is a summary not only of the life of Paul, but also of the Christian

life.  There are three items in it.  (i) "to know the will of God."  It is the first

aim of the Christian to know God's will and to obey it. (ii) "to see the just one"

It is the aim of the Christian daily to walk in the presence of the risen Lord.

(iii) "to hear God's voice"  It is said of a great preacher that in his preaching he

paused ever and again as if listening for a voice.  The Christian is ever listening

for the voice of God above the voices of the world to tell him where to go and

what to do.

End of quote

Good advice for you and I!

6. Paul was not afraid to die for Christ, but he knew his task was not yet done.

Gladly one day he would die for Christ, but he was too wise to throw his life away just

yet.

The commander was terrified.  He had been on the verge of doing something which

would have certainly resulted in his dismissal and very likely his execution.

We might ask how he knew Paul was telling the truth.  There were no documents, no

instant check on the computer.

He knew Paul knew that the penalty for lying about citizenship was death.  He chose to

believe him.

Paul was willing to use the law to protect himself.

Barclay comments,

In our dealings with men however unkind and hurting they are, we must

exercise the same patience as God exercises with us.  It is the simple truth that

such patience is not the sign of weakness, but the sign of strength; it is not

defeatism, but rather the only way to victory.

Mummerts April 2012


