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Acts 25:13-27………………….……………………………………….read vv 13-27

Today we will have a long introduction and a short sermon.

In chapter 22 we have examined Paul's defense before the Jewish mob which was

clamoring for his blood.  He had narrowly escaped a beating by claiming his right as a Roman

citizen.

The centurion who had almost bound and beaten him told Paul that it had cost him a

large sum to obtain his freedom.

Paul told him he had been born free.

Since the centurion had not yet determined what Paul was being accused of, he brought

Paul before the Jewish leaders in order to ascertain the charges against him.

Paul, cleverly discerning that the council was divided between Pharisees and Sadducees,

cried out,

"Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of the hope and resurrection of

the dead I am called in question.".

This provoked a heated discussion between the Sadducees who did not believe in the

resurrection and the Pharisees who did.

The centurion, fearing for Paul's safety, ordered him impounded in the Fortress Antonie.

That night Paul received a visit from the Lord encouraging him and telling him that he

must bear witness of Him at Rome.

The Jews plotted to kill Paul, and when the centurion learned of the plot he ordered Paul

to be taken to Caesarea under heavy guard.

He was taken to Felix the governor, who had received a letter from the centurion brining

him up to date on what had transpired so far.  Felix called a delegation of high-ranking Jews

from Jerusalem to Caesarea to present their case against Paul.

Their representative, a Jew named Tertullus, presented the case against Paul.

Then Paul was permitted to speak.  He quickly made mincemeat of their spurious charges.

Then he said he did admit that he was a worshipper of God in a way the Jews defined as

heresy.

Felix put the inquisition off till Felix's wife Drusilla joined him.  Then as Paul reasoned of

righteousness, temperance and judgment to come, Felix trembled with conviction, and

giving the universal stalling tactic, said to Paul, Go thy way for this time; when I have a
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convenient season, I will call for thee.1

Apparently he was hoping for a bribe to release him.  He sent often for him to chat with

him.

This went on for two years till Felix was replaced by Festus.  Felix, hoping to placate the

Jews, left Paul in prison.  It was plain that Paul was not a law-breaker or a criminal, but for

political reasons he was not released.

Chapter 25 opens with Festus visiting the Jews at Jerusalem.  They tried to trick him into

transporting Paul to Jerusalem so they could waylay and kill him.

Festus smelled a rat and ordered the Jews to come to him and Paul at Caesarea.

The session was inconclusive, with the Jews accusing and Paul denying.

Festus, caught between a rock and a hard place, asked Paul if he would be willing to go to

Jerusalem to be tried.  This would have exposed Paul to more danger.  This prompted Paul to

exercise his right as a Roman citizen to appeal directly to Caesar.

This would remove the case from Festus and the Jews and place it before the Emperor

himself.  When a Roman citizen appealed to Caesar it became the responsibility of the state

to transport the citizen to Rome to stand before the Emperor and to guarantee their safety.

Festus acknowledged that in chapter 25, v 13, and set the machinery in motion to get Paul

transported to Rome.

Today's text, chapter 25, vv 13-27, describe a visit to Festus by King Agrippa and his wife

Bernice.

Festus informed Agrippa about what had transpired so far.

Agrippa asked to be allowed to hear the case himself, and it was arranged for the next day.

Festus told Agrippa that Paul had been accused of crimes worthy of death by the Jews.  He

had not been able to substantiate those charges.  Then he told Agrippa that he had been

unable to write up a charge against Paul to present to Caesar.

He asked Agrippa to examine him to see if it was possible for him to write up charges

against him.

Chapter 25 ends with the poignant statement that it seems unreasonable to send a prisoner

to the emperor without specifying the charges against him.

Chapter 26 is his defense before Agrippa, ending with Agrippa telling Festus,

"There is no basis for these charges.  We could set him free if he had not appealed to

Caesar.".

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ac 24:25 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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Chapter 27 and 28 describe Paul's voyage to Rome.

We will spend some time looking more closely at vv 13-27 and then draw some lessons

from this account.

Looking now at vv 13-27:

v 13… King Agrippa was Herod Agrippa II, the son of Herod Agrippa I, who was the

grandson of King Herod the Great.  This was the king who had James the apostle killed and

who imprisoned Peter.  Bernice was the daughter of Herod Agrippa I and the sister of Herod

Agrippa II.  She was also her brother's mistress, living in an incestuous relationship with

him.  The family Herod was not known for its high moral standards.

Herod Agrippa II was the last of the Herods who ruled parts of Palestine from 40 BC to

AD 100.

Like great grandfather, like grandfather, like father, like son, Agrippa inherited the effects

of generations of powerful men with major flaws in their personalities.  Each son followed

his father in weakness, mistakes and missed opportunities.

Agrippa II was about 33 at the time.  He ruled territories northeast of Palestine.  He bore

the title of "king".

He had authority over the temple treasury and appointed the high priest.

When Bernice was 13 she married her uncle who died in 48 AD.  She then became a

mistress to her brother Agrippa II.  In AD 63 she married King Polemon of Cilicia.  In the

early 70s AD she became mistress to the emperor's son Titus.  Agrippa and Bernice were

making an official visit to Festus, who was the Roman governor, to pay their respects.

Agrippa, of Jewish descent, could help clarify Paul's case for the governor.  The family ties

are even more closely connected as the previous governor's wife Drusilla was Bernice and

Agrippa's sister.

It was in Agrippa's and Festus' best interest to cooperate in governing their neighboring

territories.

The Herods and the Romans had some tense moments over the years.  In Luke 23 we are

told how Herod Antipas and Pontius Pilate sent Jesus back and forth.

The governors usually had authority over the military, while the Herods controlled the

temple and priesthood.

Both answered to Rome, though the governor did so more directly since he was a direct

appointee of the Roman government.
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Both walked a political tightrope over the difficult-to-rule Jews.

The Jews did not have much love for the godless Herodians or the Romans.

The Herods were partly Jewish and used their family relationship with the Jews to their

own personal political advantage.

As mentioned, the emperor Claudius had given Agrippa II the right to appoint the Jewish

high priest and to supervise the temple.

So Festus was very happy to see him at this time.

This first trial in his new domain had ended in an embarrassing way for the governor,

with the prisoner appealing from him to Caesar.  This reflected badly on Festus, as it made it

look like he was unable to handle the matter in his own court.

The arrival of Agrippa was a godsend for Festus.  Agrippa was fully conversant with

Jewish customs and theology.  He was thoroughly Roman in tastes and sympathies.  v 14 says

that after many days, probably devoted to feasting, Festus informed Agrippa about Paul's

case.

The Jews had wanted the governor (in v 15) to give a judgement (condemnation) against

Paul.

v 16 sums up the high principles of Roman justice.

The Romans gave the accused the right to meet his accusers face to face and to answer

them.  The best systems can be corrupted by human greed.  Pilate made a present of Jesus to

the Jews.

Felix looked for a bribe and kept Paul in prison to curry favor with the Jews.

Festus, though convinced of Paul's innocence, kept him in prison, also to please the Jews.

v 17… Festus' relates to Agrippa that he had promptly conducted Paul's trial.

He relates that the matter wasn't about what he expected, but about Jewish questions

which seemed to Festus to be inappropriate in a Roman court.

Having determined this, Festus asked Paul if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem to face

his accusers.

This is when Paul appealed to Caesar.

In v 22 the arrangement is made for Agrippa to hear Paul on the following day.

The picture drawn by Luke is a very dramatic one.  This is the last major speech recorded

in Acts.  Rackham observes, "It is one of the most finished passages in the Acts, adorned with

rare words.". (Thirteen found only here in the NT)

v 23… Agrippa and Bernice enter with great pomp.  The word means "show, showy

appearance, display".  The word is still used in Palestinian Arabic for a procession.  The royal
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couple entered the place of hearing (equivalent to the Latin auditorium) with the chief

captains.  There were five of these tribunes stationed at Caesarea.  Each commanded approx.

1,000 men.

Also present were principal men of the city.  Most of these would be Gentiles.

The Beacon Bible Commentary points out the contrasts between "potentate and prisoner".

1. Agrippa came; Paul was brought.

2. Agrippa entered with great pomp; Paul entered in chains.

3. Agrippa was accompanied by Bernice; Paul stood alone.

Also,

1. Agrippa was a slave to sin; Paul was a free man in Christ.

2. Agrippa was accompanied by a wicked woman; Paul was escorted by his unseen Lord.

The contrasts were plain; they will be even more stark at the final judgement.

Festus had examined the prisoner, and he found he had done nothing worthy of death.

Alexander comments,

It was because Festus, though convinced of his innocence, instead of giving

judgement in his favor, weakly and unreasonably asked him to submit to a

new trial, at another and most prejudiced tribunal… that Paul found himself

compelled to gain deliverance from both by an assertion of his civil rights.

End of quotation

The title lord in v 26 is the title that had been refused by Augustus and Tiberius, but was

accepted by Caligula (37-41 AD).

One historian notes that in the time of Nero (AD 54-68) the number of references

attributing the divine name to the emperor shot up tremendously.  This indirectly speaks to

Luke's accuracy here. examination in v 26 was a preliminary investigation to gather

evidence.
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Since Paul had appealed to Caesar he could only be tried in Rome.  This examination was

to try to get some facts to present to Caesar about the case.

Festus captures the essence of the situation in v 27 where he says it was obviously

unreasonable to send a prisoner without indicating any charges against him.

Chapter 27 tells us of the examination.

William Barclay comments briefly on these verses.  I'd like to read his comments:

Quote,

Agrippa was still king of a quite small part of Palestine, which included

Galilee and Peraea; but he knew quite well that he held even that limited

realm by grace of the Romans.  They had put him there and they could just as

easily remove him.  It was therefore his custom to pay a courtesy visit to the

Roman governor when he entered his province.  Bernice was a sister of

Drusilla, the wife of Felix, and she was also a sister of Agrippa himself.  Festus,

knowing that Agrippa had the most intimate knowledge of Jewish faith and

practice, proposed to discuss Paul's case with him.  He gave Agrippa a

characteristically impartial review of the situation as it existed at that moment;

and now the stage was set for Paul to plead his case and bear his witness before

a king.  Jesus had said, "You will be dragged before governors and kings for my

sake"… The hard prophecy had come true; but the promise of help… was also

to come abundantly true.

Festus had got himself into a difficulty.  It was Roman law that if a man

appealed to Caesar and was sent to Rome there must be sent with him a

written account of the case and of the charges against him.  Festus' problem

was that, as far as he could see, there was no charge to send.  That is why this

meeting had been convened.

There is no more dramatic scene in all the New Testament.  It was with

pomp that Agrippa and Bernice had come.  They would have on their purple

robes of royalty and the gold circlet of the crown on their brows.  Doubtless

Festus had donned the scarlet robe which a governor wore on state occasions.

Close at hand there must have stood Agrippa's attendants, and also in

attendance were the most influential figures of the Jews.  Close by Festus there
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would stand the captains in command of the five cohorts which were stationed

at Caesarea; and in the background there would be a solid phalanx of the tall

Roman legionaries on ceremonial guard.

Into such a scene came Paul, the little Jewish tent-maker, with his hands in

chains; and yet from the moment he speaks, it is Paul who holds the stage.

There are some men who have an element of power.  Julian Duguid tells how

he once crossed the Atlantic in the same ship as Sir Wilfred Grenfell.  Grenfell

was not a particularly imposing figure to look at, but Duguid tells that,

whenever Grenfell entered one of the ship's rooms, he could tell he was there

without looking around, because a wave of power emanated from the man.

When a man has Christ in his heart and God at his right hand he has the secret

of power.  Of whom then shall he be afraid?

End of quotation

Quickly, a few lessons…

1. The importance of morality

The family Herod was famous for their immorality and lack of marital faithfulness.

Agrippa and his sister were carrying on an incestuous relationship.

Agrippa's great great grandfather Herod the Great was known for his moral failures.  He

tried to kill the infant Christ.

Agrippa's great uncle Herod Antipas was involved in the trial of Jesus.

As far as we know they all rejected the forgiveness and eternal life that is found only in

Christ.

We can learn a number of lessons from the family Herod.  One of the most sobering is that

families tend to pass on both positive and negative traits to the next generation.  What kind

of spiritual example are we setting for our children?

What will our family's legacy be?

2. Related to this is the need for sexual purity and faithfulness to our marital partners.

Those of us who have not married need to covenant with God to keep ourselves sexually
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pure for our marriage partner.  We need to determine limits on our relationships with others

before we get into a sexually-tempting situation.

If we do not think through the boundaries of our conduct toward the opposite gender we

may well be carried into sexual areas beyond which we have no right to go.

Joseph is a perfect example of this.  Long before Potiphar's wife tried to seduce him he had

determined boundaries beyond which he knew he would not go.

When the moment of temptation came he didn't toy with it.  He held to his

predetermined boundaries and fled from sin and temptation.  It is far better to be ridiculed

and made fun of than to compromise one's boundaries and fall into sin.

For those of us who are married, the issue is complete sexual faithfulness to our mate.

We need to be careful not to develop close emotional ties with those of the opposite sex

who we are not married to.

We live in a sex-soaked society today.  Immorality and unfaithfulness is a way of life for

many.

Many don't even think twice about engaging in immoral behavior.

The child of God, married or single, must covenant before God to keep themselves

sexually pure in a godless world.

3. Paul saw every crisis as an opportunity to witness for Christ.

Paul's arrest and incarceration brought him into contact with many important military

officers, and prominent city and national leaders met in the palace room with Agrippa to

hear Paul's case.  Paul saw this new audience as yet another opportunity to present the

gospel.

Rather than complaining about our present circumstances we need to look for ways to use

every situation to serve God and share Christ with others.  Our problems may be

opportunities in disguise.  Let's use them for His glory.

4. Integrity

Paul was examined by Festus, Felix and Agrippa.  None of them were able to find

anything wrong in his life.  Paul lived his life with integrity.

He had broken no civil laws, and he had nothing to hide or fear.

Paul's experience reminds us of the prophet Daniel who was also closely examined by his
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enemies.

How would we fare if our lives were put under a microscopic examination?

Would our enemies be able to list various failures, illegalities or inconsistencies in our

lives?

Or would they conclude as Daniel's opponents did:

"Our only chance for finding grounds for accusing them will be in connection with their

religion and their way of life."?

If we live our lives with integrity no one can accuse us of sins or inconsistencies.

5. Felix, Festus, Agrippa all failed to stand for what was right.  They bowed to political

and peer pressure.

You and I need to stand on the principles of God's Word and not be swayed by peer

pressure into compromising our standards.  It is important for us to build our moral choices

on God's Holy Word.

It is important for us not to compromise our clear moral choices because others want us to

do so.

6. Paul was fearless as he stood accused before the various trials he was subjected to.

He knew he was innocent of the charges against him.  He had fulfilled his obligations as a

Roman citizen.  He knew that as a loyal Roman he could claim the protection of the Roman

government.  Over and above that he knew he was faithfully walking in God's will and

whatever happened he was under God's sovereign protection.  He was fearless.  When we

walk with God we enjoy the assurance and peace of knowing that we are guiltless before

Him and blameless in the sight of the world.  Others may make accusations, but their charges

will lack believability, and our own hearts will not condemn us.  We can be fearless before

our accusers.

7. Be yourself—Don't try to be someone you aren't—Don't put on airs.

Agrippa and Bernice arrived at the hearing with great pomp and ceremony.  They made a

major effort to impress others.

You and I have only God to impress and be accountable to.
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Of course we are accountable to those whose authority we are under, but ultimately we

are accountable to God.

When David sinned against Bathsheba and Uriah he said, "Against thee only have I

sinned".  It is so sickening to see someone trying to be something he is not.

God is sick to His stomach when we take the credit for work He enables us to do.

In His kingdom the way up is to humble ourselves and become as little children.  Who

cares who gets the credit as long as God's work is done?

May we take these lessons to heart and strive with God's help to:

• Leave godly family legacies.

• Be sexually pure in all our relationships.

• Take every opportunity He presents to us to share the good news of the gospel.

• Be men and women of integrity.

• Resist peer pressure to compromise godly principles.

• Be humble servants of Christ, not thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought to

think.

God help us to follow these principles as we live for Him.

Mummerts (June 2012)


