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Acts 7:1-29

Today we will look at 1, the background of Stephen's sermon, 2, the sermon up to v 29

and some lessons from the text.

In chapter 6 we see the choosing of seven deacons.  The first named is Stephen.  We are

told two things about Stephen:

#1 – He was a man full of faith.

#2 – He was a man full of the Holy Spirit.

What a great legacy.  Would to God that your and my legacies would be that we were

men/women full of faith and the Holy Spirit.  v 8 of chapter 6 records that Stephen, full of

grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.1

These acts of faith and power caused men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen to

challenge Stephen.

They were unable to stand against the power and authority of Stephen's Spirit-filled

ministry.  They persuaded men to accuse Stephen on two basic charges:

#1 – He was accused of speaking against the law.

#2 – He was accused of speaking against God.

Stephen was arrested and placed before the council (probably the Sanhedrin).

Then the false witnesses added the false charge that Stephen spoke against the Temple and

the law.

v 14 says for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place

and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us.2

This charge was not a pure fabrication, but a clever misrepresentation of what Stephen

had actually taught.

Apparently he had pointed out the need of a personal relationship with God.  The Jewish

sacrificial system and the Temple were no longer necessary for the worship of Jehovah.  This

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 6:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 6:14 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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led to the charge that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy the Temple and pervert the practice of

the law of Moses.  Chapter 7 opens with the question of Caiaphas the high priest and captain

of the Sanhedrin, "Are these things so?"

Stephen was faced with a very hostile assembly.  The Jewish people were very susceptible

to peer pressure and mob action.

Stephen could have answered with a simple yes or no.

If he would have denied the charge or admitted the charge he would have lost his

audience.  As we see in the end of the chapter, the Jews were capable of mob violence.

Stephen, in order to keep their attention, begins a recitation of God's moving in Israel's

history.  Chapter 7 is that sermon, sometimes called Stephen's defense, though technically it

isn't a defense.

vv 1-29 contain the narrative account of:

1. The fact that the Temple and Palestine were not necessary for the worship of

Jehovah.

2. The calling of Abraham.

3. The experience of Joseph.

4. The experience of Moses.

Let's look briefly at these points and then draw some lessons from them.

Stephen says the Temple and the land of Palestine were not necessary for the worship of

Jehovah.

Stephen reminds his hearers that it was in Mesopotamia, far from the promised land, that

God first revealed Himself to Abraham.  What would cause Abraham to uproot himself from

the land of his birth and set out on a journey whose goal he did not know in advance?

By all natural reasoning this was a mad adventure, but Stephen says in v 2 it was an act of

true wisdom. The God of glory appeared to him and summoned him to embark on the path

of faith.

The use of the title The God of glory implies that Abraham had no option but to obey.

Stephen is suggesting that those who live in faith and obedience to Jehovah will always live

loose to any particular earthly spot, but will always be ready to get out and go wherever God

may guide.
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Stephen was suggesting that Abraham had faith and worshipped God long before there

was a Temple or a land of Palestine.

These men in the council believed in and revered Abraham and his God.

A glance at a translation which sets the Old Testament quotes apart with show that

Stephen's sermon is filled with OT quotes.  It appears that Stephen had a knowledge of the

Scriptures which allowed him to skillfully weave it into his narrative.  Of course the men

Stephen were addressing would have believed the OT Scriptures.  v 4 says Abraham left the

land of the Chaldeans (or Mesopotamia) and settled in Haran.

Abraham stayed in Haran till the death of his father and then came to the promised land.

Before he had any children God promised the land to his descendants.

In v 6 Abraham's faith was tested further by God's Word that his future descendants

would suffer enslavement and oppression in a strange land for 400 years.

Abraham had no tangible object in which to trust; he believed the bare Word of God and

acted on it.

v 8 tells us that God gave Abraham the sign of circumcision as the outward token of the

covenant which God made with him.

Abraham's acceptance of circumcision was a further mark of his faith in God.

Stephen says that this mark of circumcision was transmitted from generation to

generation.  All this occurs before there was a Temple, showing that God can be worshipped

without the Temple.

Verses 9-19 speak of Joseph.

Stephen shows that even though the patriarchs tried to oppose God's plans, God was

always sovereigny superintending His purposes.

Abraham's calling from Mesopotamia would find its consummation in the coming of

Christ.

Joseph's brothers sold him into Egypt, but this worked to their advantage.  When famine

arose in Canaan Jacob sent his sons into Egypt to buy food.  Joseph's foresight and authority

had prepared large stores of grain.  On a second visit Joseph revealed his identity to his

brothers.  They were forced to acknowledge him.  Stephen may be suggesting to the Jews

that just as the brothers betrayed Joseph and were forced to acknowledge him, so the Jews

had betrayed Jesus Christ and someday would be forced to acknowledge Him.

Joseph and his brothers were reconciled, and Jacob's family was invited to come live in

Egypt, where, guess what, a Pharaoh arose who did not know Joseph, and they were

enslaved.  An amazing fulfillment of God's word to Abraham.
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vv 20-29 record the dealings of Moses.  v 20 says Moses was lovely or "exceedingly

beautiful".  The Hebrew words mean "beautiful to God" or "divinely beautiful".

It is used in this sense of Nineveh in Jonah 3:3 where Nineveh is a city "great to God".

Moses is also described in this way in Exodus 2:2 and Heb. 11:23.

Pharaoh had decreed that every Hebrew male child was to be killed either by exposure or

by drowning.  Moses' parents defied that order for three months.  Then, probably because he

was becoming harder to hide, they placed him in a floating basket which was found by the

daughter of the Pharaoh.

Moses was taken into her home and educated in all the ways of the Egyptians, who were

among the world's most advanced civilizations.

In all this God was still sovereignly superintending.  v 22 says Moses was a man of power

in words and deeds.

Pharaoh was God's instrument in weaning the Hebrews from their attachment to Egypt.

Moses was His agent in leading them out.

Moses recognized his role in delivering his people, but they were slow to recognize it.

Moses tried to help by slaying an Egyptian who was abusing a Hebrew, but they did not

understand.  They resented this city slicker's intervention.

Again the example is given of Israel rejecting Moses like the Jews rejected Christ.

Moses had stuck his neck out by defending the Hebrews.  His action was more widely

known than he would have liked.

His royal upbringing would not protect him if Pharaoh found out that he planned to lead

a slave revolt.

Moses was forced to quickly flee to Arabia.  There he became like his patriarchal

ancestors, a sojourner in a foreign land.  He named his firstborn son Gershom (a sojourner

there).

Think with me now about some lessons we can learn from this text:

1. We can trust God's Word.

Today it is not always fashionable to believe that every word of the Bible is inspired and

authoritative for life.

Paul tells Timothy, All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
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reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness3

We don't get to pick and choose which scriptures we will obey.  God expects us to obey all

of it.

2. God's time is not our time.

God's timing is perfect and sure.

Scripture and life are full of examples of God's delays.

Someone has said:

God's timing is always perfect

He loves us more than we can love our children

Everything He allows, every delay is for our good and His glory.

We cannot always see His hand, but we can always trust His heart.

3. God is always faithful.

God always keeps His word.

He led Abraham safely to the promised land.

He completely confirmed the promises made to Him.

We can trust the God we believe in.

4. We are strangers and pilgrims.

Abraham wandered as a nomad.  Moses spent 40 years in the desert.  Every one of us are

pilgrims in a strange land heading for our real homeland.

How often we get comfortable here.

How attached we get to stuff.

How we lose sight of our real home.  One of the things persecution and trouble do is to

make us lift our eyes from earthly things to our heavenly destination.

                                                          
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Ti 3:16 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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5. In this account we see the ugly sin of envy.  How we need to guard against it.

Praise God if our brother or sister has a better position than we do.  We need to humbly

accept the place He gives and allow Him to work through us.  Envy should have no place in

our hearts.

Some lessons now from the 4 men listed in our test:

Stephen:

• Full of Faith

faith cometh by hearing / How we need to get into God's Word.

• Full of Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit can only fill us when we are empty of self.  If we are full of ourselves he

cannot fill us.

We need to humbly ask God to fill and use us and then allow Him to work through us.

• Full of grace

The Christian should be a gracious person.  Not critical, scrappy or cantankerous.

Someone has said,

All people make you happy

Some when they come

Some when they go

Are we gracious?

• Full of power
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The only source of power in our lives is God the Holy Spirit.

If we are full of faith, full of the Holy Spirit and full of grace our lives will have power for

God.

• Fearless in God's power – sermon in chapter 7, vv 51-52-53

51“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are
always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.
52“Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed
those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One,
whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;
53you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”4

Sometimes we will need to take a stand for Christ.

If we are faithful we can also be fearless.

Abraham:

Faith – followed God's directions.

Here in this text – Go for a walk – By the way – no GPS.  I'll tell you where to go.

Abraham obeyed.

After waiting many years for a son, God said, "Take Isaac and offer him for a sacrifice to

me".

Abraham obeyed.

What a lesson for us.  We all have those moments when we know absolutely that God is

speaking to us…

Asking us to make a move… Melvin/Tammy, Wilmer/Charlene

Asking us to do something for him…

Asking us to make reconciliation with someone…

Asking us to stop some sinful habit in our lives…

Asking us to obey.

Do we obey?  Abraham obeyed.

                                                          
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 7:50 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Good intentions are not enough.  When we clearly know what God wants, we must obey.

Joseph:

Joseph is an example of Jesus Christ in the Scripture.

He was betrayed by his brethren.

Do we betray Christ with our lives?

He was willing to forgive his brethren.

Are we willing to forgive each other?

He yielded to and was powerfully used by God.  Do we?

It wasn't about him.  It was about letting God work through him –

Are we willing to get out of his way and allow Him to work through us?

He was despised/rejected by men but then exalted.  If we follow Christ we may be

despised/rejected by the world, but we will be exalted if we are faithful.

Moses

Followed his own agenda.  Tried to force God's hand.  Ended in disaster.

Learned to wait on God.  Follow His leading.  What an important lesson for us to learn.  It

is so important for us to obey when we know God is calling, but it's critical that we know we

are following God's call and not pushing ahead of Him on our own.

God will order the steps of our lives if we will allow Him to.

Prov. 3:5-6:

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own

understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy

paths.5

God's promise to direct our paths is conditioned by three things.

If we trust, follow His guidance and acknowledge Him, He will direct our paths.

                                                          
5The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Pr 3:5 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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Our bent is to trust in our strength and technology, try to figure it out by our human

understanding and to take the credit for our own achievements.  We fail to follow the three

conditions and we wonder why God isn't guiding our paths.  May God help us to obey.

When William Carey attempted to place before a meeting of Baptist ministers the

challenge of missions, he was rebuked by a senior minister with the words, "Sit down, young

man!  When God chooses to convert the heathen He will do it without your aid or mine".

May God preserve us from that attitude.

Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world and make disciples".

We are His ambassadors to a dying world.

The church in Acts was very evangelistic.  Their Christianity was contagious.  Those

around them were affected by their lives and testimony.

Are the people we rub elbows with affected by our contagious Christianity?  Do we care

that without Jesus they will die and spend eternity in a burning hell?

Will we ask God the Holy Spirit to give us opportunities to tell them the good news?

When He does will we?
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