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October 26 – Upton SS – Acts 13:1-12

During the 2004 Olympics in the 50-meter rifle competition an event

occurred which had never happened before. American shooter Matthew
Emmons had shot so well that all he had to do to win gold was to hit the

target at any position.
He fired and hit the target but he did not win gold. In fact, his shot was

disqualified. He shot at and hit the target in the lane beside his. He had

great intentions; he had great aim, but he hit the wrong target!

In Acts chapter 13 vv 1-12 we have the account of the church at Antioch
setting a target of spreading the gospel throughout the Roman world and

hitting the right target by commissioning Barnabas and Saul to take the first

missionary journey.
Chapter 13 begins the second half of Acts. The first half featured

Jerusalem and the extension of the church from Jerusalem throughout
Palestine. The works of Peter are prominent with some other Christian

workers also mentioned.

The second half of the book starting with chapter 13 will feature the
apostle Paul. Three missionary journeys each beginning and ending at

Antioch will thrust the gospel to the furthest reaches of the Roman world.
The city of Antioch will be the predominant city. Chapter 12 v 25 tells us

that Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch from Jerusalem. Barnabas was

an incredible Christian. When Saul was recruited by God to be the apostle to
the Gentiles all the Christians were afraid of him.

Here was this brilliant young rabbi who was doing his best to destroy the

young church. Now he showed up telling some story about being knocked
down and blinded and becoming a disciple of the very Christ he had been

persecuting. Now he wanted to come into the church and preach Christ!
"Sure," they thought, "Quite a story!" The Christians were very skeptical.

Then Barnabas took Saul and vouched for him. This was an incredible risk

for him to take. Barnabas had been sent to Antioch to check up on the
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church there. He is listed first in v 10 of our lesson, indicating he was
probably the leader of the Church at Antioch. But he sticks his neck out and

vouches for Saul. Barnabas means "son of consolation" or encourager. In
Acts 11:24 we are given a marvelous description of Barnabas:

he was a good man1
and full of the Holy Spirit2
and of faith3

What a description. How wonderful if it could be said of each of us he/she
is a good man/woman, full of the Holy Ghost and a man/woman of great

faith.
How we should strive to be leaving that kind of a legacy when we depart

this life.

Barnabas was a man who could put his hand on your shoulder, look deep
into your eyes and encourage you. How the church needs encouragers today.

It's so easy to be smug, critical, fault-finding. What the church needs is

not critics but encouragers.
Of course there are times when sin needs to be confronted but you know

what I've discovered?
It's so much easier to confront someone if you have regularly been

encouraging him/her.

Barnabas was an encourager. How you and I should strive to be
encouragers. Any ideas on how we can be encouragers?

1. Well-timed, sincere comments, compliments

2. Notes, letters, cards

3. Visits

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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4. Praying for them and then telling them you are praying for them
5. Phone calls

Let's look at the city and the church at Antioch.

Antioch in Syria was the capital of Syria. Built in 301 BC by Seleucus

Nicator.
It was the greatest of sixteen Antiochs he founded in honor of his father

Antiochus.
It was the third largest and most important Roman city with a population

of 500,000. Only Rome and Alexandria were larger or more important.

Located appo. 300 miles north of Jerusalem appo. 15 miles up the Orontes
River.

Seleucia, its seaport city, was located close to the Mediterranean Sea. The

river was navigable from Seleucia to Antioch.
Followers of Christ were first called Christians at Antioch.

There was a large Jewish population at Antioch. Jews were given special
economic incentives to settle there.

There was a large and growing Christian church at Antioch.
The Jerusalem church was very narrow-minded about Christians becoming

Jewish. They thought that Christians needed to continue to be Jewish.
Antioch was the logical place to start a Gentile work.

Acts 11 gives us the account of how the work started.

v 19 – scattered to Cyprus, Phoenicia, Antioch, speaking only to Jews.

v 20 – Men from Cyprus spoke to Greeks also! At Antioch!
v 21 – large harvest.

v 22 – Jerusalem heard, sent Barnabas to check it out.

v 25 – Got Saul.
v 30 – Barnabas, Saul to Jerusalem with offering.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4

In v 1 of chapter 13 we are given a list of the leaders at the Antioch
church. Five men are listed as being prophets and teachers. Some think the

first three were prophets. The last two were teachers.
Some think all five were both prophets/teachers.

v 1 - Prophets – speaks of telling forth the message of God – involved going

to God, hearing Him and relaying that message to His people.
Many of the elements of what we call preaching are included.

Also could mean directly speaking predictive prophecy about coming
events.

v 1 - Teachers – taught people how to apply the teachings of Scripture to

their daily lives.
The canon of NT Scripture had not yet been established. They had the

Hebrew OT which they taught from, also oral teachings of Christ and any

written works that had been penned.

v 1 - Barnabas is listed first, probably because he was the main leader at
Antioch.

v 1 - Simeon or Symeon was a very common Hebrew name. Called Niger,
Latin for black.

Some have identified him as the Simon of Cyrene who in Mark 15 was
forced to carry Jesus' cross. Wouldn't it be interesting if this man ended up

leading the church at Antioch?

v 1 - Lucius of Cyrene, North Africa also may have been a black man.

Could be the Lucius Paul mentions in Rom. 16:21.

v 1 - Manaen – connected to Herod Antipas.

The phrase "which had been brought up with4" is all one word in Greek.
Speaks of a foster brother or one who was intimate with a king.

Could have been brought up with as a playmate of Antipas.

4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The Beacon Bible Commentary has this to say about this group of leaders:

One a Cypriote, another a Cyrenian, another a Jew, but from

his double name accustomed to mixing among non-Jews, one a

connection to the Idumean house of Herod, and Saul, the heaven-
appointed apostle of the Gentiles—the list may be deemed in

some sort typical of "all the world" into which the gospel was now
to go forth.

v 2 - "ministered"5 - used in connection with Christian service. Could have
been a staff worship service by these five leaders or could refer to service of

worship by all the believers.

v 2 - Fasting is mentioned--something that is very powerful when used as

focused worship and prayer in a time of great need or drawing close to
Christ.

v 2 - "Holy Ghost said"6 - How we aren't told. Could it have been through a
prophet?

v 2 - "Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have

called them."7

Interesting to note: 1 – Barnabas & Saul were called by God.

2 – The church was obedient to God the Holy Spirit.
Could have said, "But God, you know we have just started this work; we

really need these guys here!"

The church willingly gave their best

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Thought about Trinity: Not saying that Dave/Garnet were better than
anyone here, but they were two very talented/active ministers at this place.

God the H.S. said, "Send them to Trinity". Apparently you all said,
"Godspeed, we will relinquish them".

It is so important for us to be obedient to God the Holy Spirit. In a

situation like this God can do more with both groups than we ever would
have done by selfishly holding on to our resources.

Any comments?

fasted and prayed8 - v 3

This was a defining moment in the growth of the church. The gospel
would be launched to all the world—

This called for seeking God's will and enabling.

In v 2 – The Spirit spoke.
In v 3 – Fasted and prayed again, probably the wider church.

They laid hands on them (ordination to task) (reception of Holy Spirit).
They sent them away—Relinquished them from home duties to foreign

duties.

Secrets of successful service: (1) Waiting on God
(2) Listening to God (3) Obeying God's call (4) Enlisting the cooperation of

the church.
In August 1806 in Williamstown Massachusetts several students were

caught in a sudden rainstorm. They sheltered in the lee side of a typical New

England haystack.
During the storm they engaged in a serious discussion of the need of the

heathen who had never heard the gospel.
This led to prayer for the unevangelized. Later some of these students

became the first foreign missionaries from America. From the haystack

prayer meeting was born the first foreign missionary society in the United
States—just like at Antioch it started with prayer.

8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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vv 4-12 list the beginning of the first missionary journey.
They went downriver to Seleucia and from there sailed due east to the

island of Cyprus.
Who was from Cyprus? Barnabas. Natural for him to want to carry the

gospel to his homeland.

The verb sailed9 is one of many nautical terms Dr. Luke uses—literally
"sailed away".

Cyrpus is a large island appo. 150 miles long, 40 miles wide. About 60

miles from Seleucia. The island resembles an animal skin. It was famous for

its copper and timber.
v 5 - Salamis10, one of the chief towns of Cyprus, lay on the southeast

part of the island.

It was the principle seaport on the east end of the island.
synagogues11 - Plural shows there were numerous Jews there.

"preached in them" – lit, were declaring the word of God. They found an
open door in the Jewish synagogues. Barnabas/Saul, both good Jews, would

be welcomed in the worship and invited to speak.

John as minister12, ASV attendant13, NAS helper14 - literally, "under

rower" – indicates a servant who is subordinate to authority. John Mark was
one who waited on the two older men.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
131901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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v 6 - had gone through15 - technical term for "making a missionary
progress through a district". Probably visited all the Jewish communities on

the island and preached in the synagogues.

Paphos16 was the Roman seat of power on Cyprus. The deputy17

proconsul18 Sergius Paulus was the representative of the Roman
government. Luke describes him as proconsul19 which was the technical

term used to describe the Roman ruler in a senatorial providence. Around
the turn of the century critics said Luke was wrong, Cyprus was managed by

a governor as in Palestine, not a proconsul.

The spade of the archaeologist William Ramsey unearthed several stone
inscriptions proving that Cyprus was indeed ruled by a proconsul—Dr. Luke

was proven right.

Note: In the Roman Empire the "peaceful" provinces where no troops

had to be quartered were administered by the Senate (about ten). The
provincial governor was titled "proconsul". Cyprus was declared a senatorial

province in 22 BC.

At Paphos they found a sorcerer—This man was a Jewish magician who

tried to interfere with Sergius Paulus' acceptance of the gospel.
Elymas the sorcerer withstood20--resisted or opposed the missionaries.

Saul, filled with the Holy Ghost21

15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
21The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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set his eyes22

full of all subtilty23 - all depth and breadth of the magician's evil character.
full of all subtilty24 deceit and fraud25 (NAS) / Greek – bait for fish

Full of all mischief – unscrupulousness, recklessness.
child of the devil26
enemy of all righteousness27
v 11 – stricken with blindness—went about groping for someone to lead

him by the hand (continual action – kept seeking for someone). Probably

onlookers feared to help him.
v 12 – proconsul believed28 teaching of the Lord29

being astonished30
- strong verb meaning "to strive with panic or shock, to amaze, astonish."

Governor overwhelmed by what had happened. Paul's teaching and God's
judgment struck him very powerfully.

believed31 - In Acts context means "accepted Christ as his Savior and
became a Christian".

Lessons:

• Barnabas stuck his neck out—took a risk in befriending Saul.
• Didn't fear man's opinion.

22The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
23The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
24The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
25The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
26The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
27The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
28The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
29The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
30The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
31The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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• Didn't mind being overshadowed by Saul/Paul – v 13 - Paul and his

companions32
• Am I willing to be no. 2 so God's kingdom can be advanced?

How worried am I about honor, position, prestige?

• They were sold out to Holy Spirit. God was #1 in their priorities.
• They listened to and obeyed the Spirit.

• They weren't afraid to send their very best. This wasn't a church trying

to get rid of two unappreciated ministers; Barnabas was probably the

wealthiest, Saul the most highly-educated.
• H.S. will do His work—We need to submit and get out of His way.

Never confuse your job and H.S. job.
Cards—Atlanta policeman / fuel man@Hess's / Driver at Wendys.

• Are we encouragers?
So easy to criticize, look down on. Be concerned we get proper

recognition.

• We see the personal call and congregational affirmation—very much like

our calling men to set-apart ministry.

• Five words that characterize the missionary program of the church in

Antioch:

Prayer
Fasting

Guidance We might add obedience.

Release
Commissioning

32The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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• We may need to speak strongly, act decisively against those who try to

keep others from the truth.

• Church leaders should be chosen not for being rich, powerful, famous.

But Christian character
Godliness

Ability (giftedness to lead)
Yielding to God the Holy Spirit—

Education important, but not as important as godliness/God's call.

• "Prayer does not enable us to do a greater work for God. Prayer is a

greater work for God."

• God uses/calls ordinary people – 1Cor 1:26 – not many wise according

to the flesh were called.

• Paul's approach to Elymas in "a politically correct age of tolerance."

Today taught since there is no absolute truth different ideologies are
equals in the realm of faith.

We cannot pronounce one right or wrong. One of the heirs of the
British throne was described as "defender of the faiths" rather than

defender of the faith.

Paul didn't mince words—
There is no other name by which we must be saved—

There is only one saving faith and it behooves us to prepare to defend it
to the death if necessary.

• We can be sure the Lord will direct us if we are faithfully serving Him.

• The church should confirm and support those whom God chooses to

serve in missions.
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• If we are consistent witnesses God will bring us those who are willing to
listen.

• We should not be surprised by opposition. It should not stop us from

witnessing.

• We should humbly, compassionately warn those who reject Christ's

gospel.

• The gospel has the greatest impact when it is demonstrated as well as

heard.

• Barnabas – chapter 11 v 24:

Can it be said of us?

a good man33 "Legacy" – Who will have been helped,
full of the Holy Ghost34 encouraged, led to Christ because I have

and of faith35 passed this way? We only pass this way

once!

• Am I called of God?
Obedient to God's call?

Pushing ahead of God?

Pushing my own agenda?
Willing to wait on God? Willing to move when He says to?

• Fasting, prayer – very valuable for ascertaining the will of the Lord.

33The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
34The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
35The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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• Elymas sought someone to lead by the hand…picture of the lost
without Christ.

• You and I can be the person who takes that groping hand and

introduces them to Jesus Christ.

Upton SS
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