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Vacation 2002 Mark 5:15-25

The events of our 2002 vacation will probably remain with our family for a
very long time. The family and I were staying in Durbin, West Virginia. We stayed

at a 4-bedroom farmhouse approximately 3 miles from Durbin. We were searching
for a four-wheeler in the barn and found a 15' canoe. The water pump at the
house was broken on Tuesday and we had to speak to the owner for advice on what
to do. After he told me what to do he mentioned that they often took the canoe to

Durbin, put in at the river there and floated the 3-4 miles down to the house which
was approximately ¼ mile from the river.

On Thursday evening we decided to give it a try. The owner mentioned that
they didn't have life jackets, but they had never needed them. We lashed the canoe

to the car and made the 3-mile trip on the dirt road to town. We put the canoe in
the river by the iron bridge and started downstream.

It was awesome. The river was about 50' wide, very calm and sedate. The
evening sun shimmered on the water. It was beautiful. Things went well for

approximately 2 ½ miles. We encountered some rough water but got through it
OK. Then we saw a stretch of very white, very fast water ahead.

Canoes don't have brakes. So Dave said if we get in trouble, "...just stand up
and walk to shore." What we didn't realize was how high, rough and fast that

stretch of water was. It had rained hard for the past several days, and as we tried
to navigate the swirling waters, we hit a large rock, turned sideways, and hit a tree
which had fallen into the river. In seconds the three of us were being swept along
in approximately 5 feet of very rapidly moving water.

We went under several times. I realized I needed to do something to gain

control and began to paddle with my arms. As I did, my head came out of the
water and I saw a 3" tree limb from a tree which had fallen into the river. I
grabbed onto it and the current floated me horizontally as I hung on.

I managed to get one leg down to the bottom, but the current made it

impossible to bring the other one down. I noticed Mark and Dave rolling about 50'
ahead. Dave is a good swimmer, but he was clearly in trouble. Mark managed to
get to shore and shortly thereafter Dave bumped into him and Mark helped him to
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get out. Dave had lost his glasses almost immediately and couldn't see well. After
they climbed the approximately 5' bank they yelled to me, "Can you hang on?" I

said I'd try and they both ran to the road for help.
It was a dirt road and none of us had any idea where the nearest house was.

Mark ran and walked to the right approximately ½ mile downstream. He found he
was opposite our house. He yelled, "Help! Dad's in the water! We need a rope! I

think you better call 911!"
God allowed Barb to hear Mark even though she was in the house. She called

911 and then called several prayer chains in Pennsylvania. My daughter-in-law got
a rope and ran the quarter mile to the river. She waded into the water to try to

see where we were, but the current was too strong and she came back home.
By that time Mark had met a neighbor who had a rope. She took him back to

where I was in the river. Mark tried to throw the rope, but it was useless. He could
not get it to me and if he would have he would not have been able to pull me to

him.
Meanwhile, Dave had ran to the left and a very reluctant elderly lady finally

allowed him to call 911. Then he came back to the scene and waited for them.
Finally they arrived. The first guy was big—probably twice as big as I—but as

soon as he got into the stream he was almost swept away.
He got himself steadied and then fashioned a large loop in the rope and threw it

to me. I got it around my chest, but the limb was between us.
By that time more men came and approximately 6-8 of them locked arms and

came out to within about 4' of me. Someone pulled the rope and soon I was at the
bank. As I looked back, I saw several of the men struggling to avoid being carried
away by the current.

There was a 5' bank to go up, but I was completely exhausted. The men had to

push and pull me up the bank.
I had lost one shoe during the time in the river, and as I began to hobble

toward the ambulance, my teeth began to chatter uncontrollably. They estimated
the river temperature was about 40°. They wrapped me in 4-5 blankets and turned

the heat on, but I shook for 20 minutes. They had to transport me and Dave 3
miles back the dirt road to Durbin and then 3-4 miles back to the house.

We were very sore the next day, but we were alive.
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Hindsight is sure 20/20. We surely should not have gotten in the canoe

without life jackets. We should have driven along and inspected the river before
going. We should have realized how much rain we had received the past few days
(By the way, there were many voices of protest from Barb which we rather glibly
ignored). But as I said before, we were wet, sore, bruised, but alive, thank God.

There are some lessons from this little incident.

First is the power of prayer.

We teach about it, sing about it, and preach about it. Sometimes it takes an
incident like this, with the very real potential of 3 lives lost, to make us understand
the power of prayer.

I prayed as I was hanging on for dear life. Barb called 911, the prayer chains,
and then stood on the porch and cried and called out to God.

You all prayed. I am so thankful for your prayers which brought deliverance to
us.

God is truly able and strong, and he delivered us from certain death.

There are so many what-ifs...

What if we would have hit our heads on rocks or trees and been unconscious?
What if our feet would have caught on the canoe and dragged us under?
What if I could not have held on?
What if I had lost my footing?

What if the emergency crew would have been later?
What if Dave and Mark had not found help?
What if God had not caused the tree I clung to to fall into the river maybe 6

months or a year ago?

There are so many more what-ifs, but our God was in perfect sovereign control.
Our God's power preserved us alive in spite of our bad choices that day.
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I learned something about prayer that I was not aware of.
We attended a Bill Gothard seminar the week after the accident.

Bill pointed out the difference between prayer and crying out to God.
Prayer is our talking with and to God asking, praising, and communing with

him. Crying out to God is a desperate cry to God when we are in an impossible
situation or face a situation which to us seems impossible. God commands us to

cry out to him in his Word.

Psalm 50:15...

"Call upon Me in the day of trouble;
I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”1

Jeremiah 33:3...

‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’2

Psalm 34:17...

The righteous cry, and the LORD hears
And delivers them out of all their troubles.3

Scripture makes a clear distinction between crying out and praying.
We can see that they are not the same when we examine the following

Scriptures where praying and crying out are both listed.

Psalm 5:2...

Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King and my God,
For to You I pray.4

Psalm 17:1...

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Hear a just cause, O LORD, give heed to my cry;
Give ear to my prayer, which is not from deceitful lips.5

Psalm 39:12...

“Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry;
Do not be silent at my tears;
For I am a stranger with You,

A sojourner like all my fathers."6

There are approximately 20 Hebrew and Greek words in Scripture which are
translated "cry out" or "call". They all basically mean "to cry out with a loud voice
for help."

We can see how God responded to crying out from the following Scriptures:

The nation of Israel cried out and God delivered them from the Egyptian army.

Exodus 14:10:

As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and
they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD.7

Asa cried out and God gave him victory.

2 Chronicles 14:11-12:

11 Then Asa called to the LORD his God and said, “LORD, there is no one besides You to help in the battle
between the powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, for we trust in You,
and in Your name have come against this multitude. O LORD, You are our God; let not man prevail against
You.”

12 So the LORD routed the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.8

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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David cried out and God delivered him from all his troubles.

Psalm 34:6:

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him
And saved him out of all his troubles.9

Psalm 138:3:

On the day I called, You answered me;
You made me bold with strength in my soul.10

Elijah cried out and God raised a child who was dead.

1 Kings 17:20-22:

20 He called to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, have You also brought calamity to the widow with
whom I am staying, by causing her son to die?”
21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the LORD and said, “O LORD my
God, I pray You, let this child’s life return to him.”
22 The LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived.

11

So we see that God hears and delivers his people when they cry out.
Sometimes God answers after one cry. But sometimes we need to continue to

cry out.

A cry to God represents the following:

1. A cry is an exercise in humility.

It is very hard for us to admit we cannot solve our problem. God delights in a
broken, humble spirit. God will hear the heartfelt humble cry of his people.

2. A cry represents unconditional surrender.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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So often we make bargains with God in our prayers. Sometimes a situation

becomes so desperate that only God can help. Our cry must represent total,
unconditional surrender.

3. A cry is a plea for God's mercy.

It is easy for us to feel worth or value in ourselves when we pray and serve God.
When we are driven to the point of despair or destruction we suddenly realize our
unworthiness in his sight.

4. A cry recognizes personal helplessness.

We have a natural tendency to think we can control and help ourselves. We

tend to only ask God for the really hard stuff.
Jesus said in John 15:5, "... for without me ye can do nothing."12

5. A cry confirms faith in God's power and resources.

Like the disciples who cried, "Lord, save us: we perish."13, we realize that God is the
only one with the power and resources to help us.

When I went to the Gothard seminar, I did not realize the Scriptural principle
of crying out to God.

As I listened to Bill explain, I realized that Barb and I had both done this while I
was in danger. I cried out loud for God's help. Barb cried out loud for God's help.

Neither of us could do anything else. I was using all my energies to avoid being
swept away in the current. She was staying with our two grandchildren while our
daughter-in-law tried to help. We thank God she recognized the danger and
returned—she thought we had all been swept away.

Thank God he heard our cry and sent help.

12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
13The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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There are several reasons why God may not hear and answer our cry:

First

Not crying out with a whole heart. God heard David's cry because he cried with
his whole heart.

Psalm 119:145:

I cried with all my heart; answer me, O LORD!
I will observe Your statutes.14

Second

Not crying with Humility

James 4:6 says, "...God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." 15

Psalm 9:12 says, "For He who requires blood remembers them;
He does not forget the cry of the afflicted."16 (KJ – "humble")

Third

Not confessing and forsaking sin.

Psalm 66:18 says, " If I regard wickedness in my heart,
The Lord will not hear..." 17

The children of Israel cried unto God in Judges 10:10-14:

14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
15The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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10 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against You, for indeed, we
have forsaken our God and served the Baals.”
11 The LORD said to the sons of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians, the Amorites, the sons of
Ammon, and the Philistines?
12 “Also when the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and I
delivered you from their hands.
13 “Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; therefore I will no longer deliver you.

14 “Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your
distress.”18

Fourth

Not giving to the poor

God warns us that he will not hear us if we fail to hear the cry of the poor.

Proverbs 21:13:

He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor
Will also cry himself and not be answered.19

Bro. Bill gave several powerful examples of prayers that were answered when
someone cried out to God.

18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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God is a God of power; he has promised to hear our cry if we cry in humility

and helplessness.

I am convinced that God heard our prayers and saved us from death.

There are so many other lessons.

Love of family

How important we are to each other. It was so good for Barb to hear my voice
after she thought we had all perished. It was so good to hug and kiss each other.

Let's never take each other for granted. Let's remember to do and say the
sweet things to each other while we can. How deep will be the regret if we fail to
do and say the nice things,

...If we do and say nasty things,

...and then one of us is taken by death. Let's resolve to be loving, kind and
generous with each other.

Another lesson is Helping Others.

The men who came didn't know me. They didn't ask, "Why did you do
something so stupid? We aren't going to risk our lives to save you!"

They freely placed themselves in danger to save my life.

They locked arms to keep from being swept away.
What a lesson for us. How we need to lock arms in order to encourage and

support one another.
How we need to rally together to get the precious Word of Life to those around

us.
If Satan can destroy our unity by getting us to be petty and critical of one

another, he can hinder us in the important job of spreading the good news of the
gospel.

Let's lock arms in unity and work for the kingdom.

Another lesson is the Temporary Nature of Things.
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While I was in the river a shoe came off. I was wearing two inserts in the shoe

which were rather expensive. My son Dave lost his glasses. That cost him $250.
The canoe was swept away. It will probably cost us $300. The men who came
threw their watches, wallets, pagers and other valuables on a pile. They didn't
assign anyone to guard the loot. My life was more important to them than their

stuff. While I was there, I didn't think one time about my material things or the
things that were lost. My only thoughts were of survival and rescue.

How easy it is for us to get caught up in the race for stuff. How complicated we
make our lives sometimes because of stuff that will all be burned up. Let's keep

our focus on eternal things. Let's remember that our stuff is only temporal— It
will all pass away.

Another lesson is we must be ready to die.

We are not ready to live until we are ready to die.
I am so glad that I was ready. Not because I'm good, but because God is good

and provided a way of salvation through Jesus Christ his Son. I'm so glad I had

placed my faith and trust in Christ for salvation.
Many thoughts went through my head during that half hour in the river, but

whether I was ready to die wasn't one of them. Thank God I had taken care of that
beforehand. I am here to tell you that faith in Jesus Christ really works.

Another lesson is Our Utter Helplessness Without God's Help.

I was barely able to hang on and remain erect in the river. I realized that I was

completely powerless without God's help.
We are pretty clever with our inventions and conveniences, but if God withholds

our breath or caused our heart to stop, we will die.
Each of us is helpless without God.

What a picture of the soul's condition without God.
We are utterly lost and helpless without God's salvation. None of us can save

himself.
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The Scripture Bro. ___________________ read is the greatest love story the world

has ever known.

When we were utterly helpless, at just the right time, God sent his Son to die on
a cross in order to save us from hell.

If you are here today and you don't know for sure that if you died tonight you
would go to heaven, stand or come forward as we sing the first and last verse of

#375 in the black book.
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"The fact that you have never experienced the love of God does not prove it

doesn't exist."

—Evert Morgan

Walking down the street one day, a lady noticed a little girl leaving the church
by herself. When the child passed her, the lady inquired where she had been.

"In there," replied the little girl, pointing to the church.
"And what were you doing in there?" the woman asked.
"Praying," was the prompt reply.
Thinking the child was bothered by some problem, the woman said, "What were

you praying for, dear?"
"Nothing," replied the child. "I was just loving Jesus."

Belvidere 2002
Mummerts 2002

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm

