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a Child / a Son / a Savior..........................................................Matthew 1:18-25

Long before the cries of the Christ Child echoed in the Judean night, the eternal God
had set in motion a chain of events which would change the world.

The apostle Paul tells us...

...as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is
owner of everything,
2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.
3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental
things of the world.
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law,
5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive
the adoption as sons.1

That portion of Scripture speaks about a Child, a Son and a Savior. We would like to
think about those three titles today.

I. a Child

Matthew's gospel gives us the account of the nativity from the prospective of Joseph.
Some of the material, especially the account of the visit of the angel to Joseph, would have

come from him.
Think about Mary and Joseph. Mary would have been a very young teenager, probably

no more than 14 or 15. She was a devout Jewish girl who worshipped Jehovah, the God of

the Jews. She along with many others would have been earnestly looking for Messiah.
There had been 400 silent years since God had spoken to His people through the

prophets. The Roman yoke was cruel and harsh. There was a general air of expectancy
among the godly. That sense of expectancy is summed up very well in our hymn...Come

thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free. From our fears and sins release us;

let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation; hope of all the earth thou
art, dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. Born thy people to deliver;

born a child and yet a king. Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone. By thine all-sufficient merit raise
us to thy glorious throne.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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People like Elizabeth and Zacharias, Anna and Simeon and Mary and Joseph longed for

the coming of Messiah.

Mary may have been praying or simply going about her daily chores when Gabriel

visited her. Mary had no idea that the God of the universe would choose her to bear the
Christ Child. When Gabriel came in he said, "Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord

is with thee...", Mary probably turned to see who he was speaking to. Then she realized it
was her. She was deeply troubled, disturbed and confused by what she had heard. Then

Gabriel said, "Mary, do not be afraid, you have found favor with God and you will conceive

in your womb and bear a son and you shall name Him Jesus."
Now Mary was really confused. She knew she had been pure and chaste. She knew

there was no way she could be pregnant.
She asked, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most

High will overshadow you..." "The Holy offspring will be called the Son of God. Not only
that, but your cousin, the one who is barren, will have a child. She is six months

pregnant." “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Then in one of the loveliest submissions in Scripture Mary meekly says, “Behold, the

bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.”
Her attitude shows a wonderful yielding to the will of God.
Across town a burly carpenter was working. Joseph was humming as he worked. He

was the man to go to when you needed a piece of furniture made or repaired. He also
worked with masonry and could build a house for you. Joseph and Mary had gone

through the betrothal ceremony. Representatives of their families had arranged the

terms of the betrothal. A cup of wine had been drunk and in the eyes of the law they
were legally husband and wife. Joseph was a happy man.

During the betrothal period, usually lasting for about twelve months, the bride would

prepare her hope chest, polish her domestic skills and keep herself pure for her husband.
The groom would prepare a place for them to live and work to acquire the dowry

payment. The couple would each live at their own homes and there was no sexual contact
between them. Sexual activity was treated as adultery. The offending person was subject

to the law's penalty for adultery. Divorce was required to dissolve the betrothal. If a man

died, his betrothed was considered a widow. This practice led to the peculiar expression in
our Bible of a widow who was a virgin.
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Then the bottom fell out of Joseph's world.
Purity was especially sacred, so we can hardly imagine the shock and horror that

racked Joseph's soul when he found out that the girl he loved with all his heart was
pregnant. The medical knowledge of the day wasn't too advanced, but Joseph knew there

was only one way Mary could be pregnant.

Night after night he tossed fitfully on his bed. The sheets were wet with sweat. His

mind was in a turmoil. Oh how he loved her. He could not bear the thought of a public
trial and disgrace. He decided to divorce her privately and move on with his life. He saw

no alternative. On one hand his heart ached with his love for her. But he knew he could

never trust her.

Then one night God graciously gave him the answer. An angel appeared to him and
told him, "...do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit."
"Mary's going to have a baby and you are to call him Jesus for He will save His people

from their sins. Do you remember the Scripture, 'BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BEWITH CHILD

AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,' which translated means, “GOD

WITH US.""
We aren't told that Joseph argued with God. We don't know if Mary tried to explain

the pregnancy to him. What we do know is that Joseph immediately obeyed, took Mary as

his wife and did not consummate the marriage till after the birth of the Christ Child.

Nazareth was a small town. Tongues began to wag. Mary was showing by now. She

and Joseph had to endure the indignancy of whispering, pointing and perhaps taunting of
the town gossips. It was not a pleasant way to begin a marriage. And then the Roman

herald rode into town shouting the details of a census to be taken throughout the entire

Roman world.
This placed the young couple in a dilemma. They waited as long as they could. Mary

was in no condition to make the 80-mile trip to Bethlehem. Joseph was required to go to

his ancestral home the town of David. Mary was not required to accompany him.
Certainly her condition would dictate against the trip.

There were probably at least five reasons she went with him.

1. Her love for Joseph

2. Her love for Bethlehem
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3. Her desire to have Joseph present at the birth of her firstborn
4. Joseph probably wished to avoid the ridicule she would face if she remained in

Nazareth alone.
5. The most important reason of all was the leading of God the Holy Spirit arranging

for the fulfillment of prophecy.

The journey would have been long, hard and tiring. Mary would have sat sidesaddle

on the small donkey. Joseph would have walked. The journey would take four or five
days. May would feel every step. As they neared the summit of the gray ridge on which

the little town was built, Mary must have breathed a sign of relief as they neared the khan

or inn.
A khan in the first-century was a low structure built of stone with an elevated

platform floor about 12" above the courtyard level. The open front of the khan faced the
courtyard. Persons staying at the khan would pay a small fee for the shelter of the open

room. There was no privacy and sometimes animals wandered into the room.

It wasn't much, but it would have been wonderful to the tired travelers, but they were
too late. There were no rooms available.

Mary, feeling the beginning of birth pains, probably urged Joseph to do something

fast.

Joseph made hasty inquiries, and the innkeeper offered his stable which was probably
a cave close by the khan, and it was here that Joseph took his exhausted bride.

It would be hard to imagine a more humble birthplace for the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. Here amidst the stench, smell and the lowing of cattle the Christ Child was born.

This Child was born in the most abject poverty only a few miles from the magnificent

palace-fortress of Herod the Herodian. There the powerful king made sport with his

friends. He was feared and hated by his subjects. He was paranoid and jealous but very
powerful. He was one of the most prolific builders of his day. His palaces, temples and

fortresses dotted the land.
The baby born in the cave was powerless. If you would have asked someone who had

the most chance to succeed, everyone would have said Herod. But today Herod's

magnificent buildings lie in ruins scattered all across the land. His body lies moldering in
an unknown tomb at Herodian. It is ironic that the baby's garden tomb is a daily object

of veneration while the powerful rich king's gravesite cannot even be found today. The
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Jewish historian Josehpus tells us Herod was buried with great pomp and splendor at the
Herodian. In spite of careful searching archaeologists have still been unable to find it.

The Baby's followers have encircled the globe. His name is known around the world.
More good has been done in that name than in any other that has every lived. The Child

never fielded an army, but his forces have turned the world upside down.

Think about the fact that God was born in a smelly stable. Mary changed God's diaper.
The tiny hand that made the worlds wrapped around Mary's finger. God truly came near

in the form of the Child in the manger.

God's sovereign hand arranged for a powerful ruler to order Joseph and Mary to

Bethlehem. He arranged for the greatest gift to come to us in the form of the Child Jesus.

II. Think with me now about the Son.

This child was a Son of Mary, a legal Son of Joseph, but more importantly He was the

"Son of God". In a way that we don't understand, God the Holy Spirit planted the divine
seed in Mary's womb so that the Child that was born was truly the "God-man". Because of

Mary's womb He was truly human; because of the anointing of the Holy Spirit He was truly

divine. In one person the divine and the human came together.

The terms "Son of Man" and "Son of God" are used to describe Christ in the gospels.

"Son of Man" is used 32 times by Matthew,

14 by Mark,
26 by Luke,

12 by John,
7 times in Acts,

once by the Hebrew writer,

and twice by John the Revelator.

Almost all these references come from the lips of Jesus. The term "Son of Man" means
essentially "The Man".

Jesus used the title in three ways:

First, in a general way, almost as a substitute for the pronoun "I".
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Jesus said, talking about Himself, "...the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

Second, Jesus used the title to indicate His coming suffering. Mark 8:31..."... the Son of

Man must suffer..."
At the last supper Jesus said, “The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of

Him..."

Jesus also used the term to show His exceptional authority: Mark 2:10..."...the Son of

Man has power on earth to forgive sins”

The term "Son of Man" surely speaks of Christ's humanity in distinction to His divine

nature.

It was used by Jesus to show His humanity and to show His dependence upon His
Father.

Jesus' humanity is evident when He grows weary and sits on the well...

...When He cries, "I thirst."...

...when He weeps over Jerusalem.

It was Jesus' human feet that trod the dusty streets and lanes of Palestine. It was
human hands that washed the disciple's feet.

It was human hands and arms that upset the tables of the moneychangers in the

temple.
It was a human Jesus that was tempted in all points like we are.

It was a human Jesus that felt the sting of the scourge and the pain of the nails.
"Son of Man" describes with great clarity the human side of the God-Man.

And today we can never enter into His presence without Him knowing how we feel. He

knows our deepest heartache.
He feels our deepest pain. He knows exactly how we feel because He trod the same

path before us.

The Child became the "Son of Man".

The New Testament also uses the term "Son of God".

Mark's gospel opens, "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God..."
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At the annunciation the angel told Mary "...that Holy One who is to be born will be

called the Son of God."
John makes clear that Jesus always existed co-eternal with the Father.
Jesus was uniquely God's Son -

There was no other Son of the same essence as God.

Jesus Christ was an exact replica of God the Father.
He perfectly revealed the Father to mankind.

Through the miracle of the new birth we can come into kinship with Jesus. The truth
of John 17:20 is that Jesus' Father can be our Father. Jesus' God can be our God.

As the Son of God in a specific sense, Jesus made Himself known to the apostle Paul on

the Damascus Road. Paul said "It pleased God to reveal His Son in me".
The proclamation of Jesus as the "Son of God" was central to Paul's preaching.

In 2 Cor. 1 verse 19 Paul says, "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached

among you by us..."

The Welson Bible Dictionary says,

Since Christ partakes in the nature of both God and humanity, He occupies a
unique status with regard to them.

He represents God to humanity, and He also represents humanity to God.

God is both Lawgiver and Judge. Christ represents Him. The human family has
put itself in the position of the lawbreaker; Christ has voluntarily undertaken to

represent us. The Judge has made Himself one with the guilty in order to bear our
guilt.

It is ordinarily out of the question for one person to bear the guilt of others.

But when the One Person is the Representative Man Jesus Christ, bearing the guilt
of those whom He represents, the case is different.

C.S. Lewis writes:

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people
often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I

don't accept His claim to be God.' That is the one thing we must not say. A man
who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with the man who says

he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your
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choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or
something worse.

III. a Savior

The Child who became a Son went to Gethsemane and Calvary to become our Savior.
Jesus' life was lived in the shadow of the cross. He knew He would stretch out His arms

and be nailed to a cruel cross. His body would be cruelly torn by the vicious Roman
scourge. The crown of thorns would pierce His head.

The spittle of the vulgar Roman soldiers would run down His face.

His beard would be plucked out by Romans making sport of Him.
He would be struck repeatedly and hard by Roman fists and sticks.

Yet He would open not His mouth in protest.
The incredible story of the suffering and death of our blessed Savior was the greatest

love story ever penned.

He said in the upper room, “Take, eat; this is My body.”2 "...this is My blood of the

covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins."3
Those words were a dim foreshadow of the great price He would pay for our salvation.

They dimly hinted at the great love He had for us.

Listen to the accounts of that suffering...

Mk. 14...

32They *came to a place named Gethsemane; and He *said to His disciples, “Sit here
until I have prayed.”

33 And He *took with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be very distressed
and troubled.
34 And He *said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here
and keep watch.”
35 And He went a little beyond them, and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it
were possible, the hour might pass Him by.
36 And He was saying, “Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup
from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.”
37 And He *came and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?
Could you not keep watch for one hour?
38 “Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”
39 Again He went away and prayed, saying the same words.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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40 And again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and
they did not know what to answer Him.
41 And He *came the third time, and *said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?
It is enough; the hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the
hands of sinners.
42 “Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!”

53They led Jesus away to the high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the
scribes *gathered together.

60 The high priest stood up and came forward and questioned Jesus, saying, “Do You not
answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?”
61 But He kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest was questioning Him, and
saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”
62 And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF

POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”
63 Tearing his clothes, the high priest *said, “What further need do we have of
witnesses?
64 “You have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?” And they all condemned
Him to be deserving of death.
65 Some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their fists, and
to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers received Him with slaps in the face.

Mk. 15...

1 Early in the morning the chief priests with the elders and scribes and the whole
Council, immediately held a consultation; and binding Jesus, they led Him away and
delivered Him to Pilate.
2 Pilate questioned Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He *answered him, “It
is as you say.”
3 The chief priests began to accuse Him harshly.

12 Answering again, Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Him whom you call
the King of the Jews?”
13 They shouted back, “Crucify Him!”
14 But Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they shouted all the more,
“Crucify Him!”
15 Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas for them, and after having
Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked

16The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they *called
together the whole Roman cohort.
17 They *dressed Him up in purple, and after twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on
Him;
18 and they began to acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
19 They kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing
before Him.
20 After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him and put His own
garments on Him. And they *led Him out to crucify Him.
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24 And they *crucified Him, and *divided up His garments among themselves, casting
lots for them to decide what each man should take.

29 Those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads, and saying, “Ha!
You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!”
31 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him
among themselves and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself.
32 “Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we
may see and believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were also insulting Him.

The Touch Of The Master's Hand

by Myra Brooks Welch

'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer

Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,
But held it up with a smile.

"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried,
"Who'll start the bidding for me?"

"A dollar, a dollar. Then two! Only two?

Two dollars, and who'll make it three?"

"Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three..." But no,

From the room, far back, a grey-haired man

Came forward and picked up the bow;
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,

And tightening the loosened strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet,

As a caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: "What am I bid for the old violin?"
And he held it up with the bow.

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! And who'll make it three?
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Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice,

And going and gone," said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,

"We do not quite understand.

What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply:
"The touch of the Master's hand."

And many a man with life out of tune,
And battered and scarred with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd

Much like the old violin.

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine,
A game -- and he travels on.

He is "going" once, and "going" twice,

He's "going" and almost "gone."
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd

Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand.

A Child, A Son, A Savior, A Master.

Have you yielded your life to the control of the Master?
God gave His greatest gift in the Child of Bethlehem who became the Savior of the

world.
That Savior's sacrifice is not effective in your life until you, by faith, reach out and

accept His gift of salvation.

We do that by praying something like this:

Lord Jesus, I am a sinner.

Pleased forgive me for my sins.

I believe you are the divine Son of God.
I believe you died on the cross to provide my salvation.

I accept your payment for my sin.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


12
Please come into my life and help me live for you and give me eternal life.

Thank you.
Amen.

As we sing an invitation hymn, will you stand or come forward?
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