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Colossians 1:1-11

Ideas borrowed from John McArthur.

The Everman's Bible Commentary on Colossians starts like this:

As Apostle-evangelist, Paul was a founder of churches. As pastor-teacher,

he met his responsibility for shepherding these churches by writing to them

when he could not visit them in person. Of the various phases of his ministry,
the letters affect us most directly, for they continue to speak to us today.

End of quotation.

Colossians at the time Paul wrote the epistle was a relatively unimportant city. It was
located in Phrygia, a district of Asia Minor that had been incorporated into the Roman

province of Asia in the second century BC.
The city was built along the Lycus River appo. 100 miles east of Ephesus.

The "Royal Road", a trade route connecting Ephesus with Persia in the East passed

through it.
Appo. 100 years before Paul wrote, the city had been prosperous and important. By

NT times it had declined considerably in importance. Appo. twelve miles north of Colosse,
in the Lycus River valley, lay the sister cities of Hierapolis and Laodicea.

The Lycus valley had two remarkable characteristics.

1st it was notorious for earthquakes.

Laodicea had been destroyed several times by earthquakes—but she was a city so rich

and independent she had refused Rome's help and rebuilt herself. John writes of the city
in Revelation 3:17 that in her own eye she was rich and had need of nothing.

2nd …The river waters were impregnated with chalk. The chalk formed fantastic
natural formations.

One ancient writer says, "Ancient monuments are buried, fertile land is overlaid, river
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beds choked up and streams diverted: Fantastic grottoes and cascades and archways of
stone are formed by this strange capricious power, at once destructive and creative,

working silently throughout the ages."

The area was wealthy and prosperous. Two closely allied trades prevailed. The fertile

land produced magnificent pasture. Great flocks of sheep grazed there. And the area
became famous for its production of wool.

A closely related industry was the dying of the wool.
The chalky waters were especially suited to the practice of dying.

As we mentioned, the city of Colosse was the least important of the three cities.

Lightfoot says that it was the most unimportant town to which Paul ever wrote a
letter.

There is no evidence that Paul ever personally visited Colosse.

Apparently the church was founded by Epaphras who was likely converted under Paul's
ministry at Ephesus.

Luke tells us in Acts 19 that as a result of Paul's ministry at Ephesus "…all they

which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks."1

Philemon and Onesimus appear to have been members of the church at Colosse.

Colossians is an intimate, loving, personal letter which is remarkable since Paul had
not personally founded it.

Colossians is one of the prison letters apparently written appo. 60 AD while Paul was a

prisoner at Rome.

Apparently Paul wrote the epistle to combat a heresy.

William Barkley says,

It is not until a man finds his faith opposed and attacked that he really

begins to think out the implications of that faith. It is not until the church is
confronted with some dangerous heresy that she begins to realize the riches

and the wonder of orthodoxy.

"End of quotation"

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The seductive allure of the counterfeit has confounded men throughout

the ages. Homer, in his mythological tale The Odyssey personified the perils of
deception in the story of the Sirens--mythological half-woman, half-bird

creatures who lived on an island in the Mediterranean Sea. Their beautiful,

melodious songs were so enchanting that passing sailors strayed from their
charted course and crashed their ships on the rocky shoreline. The short-lived

appeal of the Sirens' song quickly gave way to the horrible reality of a painful
death as the creatures came down from the rocks and devoured the flesh of

the shipwrecked sailors.

Two men overcame the powerful enticement of the Sirens but in very
different ways.

Ulysses, warned of the fatal effect of the Siren's song, remained fascinated
with the prospect of hearing the beautiful sounds with his own ears.

Understanding the human frailties of his crew and himself, Ulysses plugged the

sailors' ears with beeswax and then had himself lashed to the ship's mast. As
the ship sailed past the Sirens' rocky home, the sailors were unaffected by the

sweet-sounding songs while Ulysses was physically restrained from acting on

the desires that stirred within him.
Orpheus, a musician of legendary renown, took a different approach to

escape the Siren's snare. When the Argonauts sailed into the treacherous
waters surrounding the deadly isle, Orpheus began to play and sing. The

exquisite beauty of Orpheus's music was so genuine and compelling that the

Sirens no longer held any appeal for the crew.
…False teaching is much like the Sirens. It is purposely made to sound

sweet. It's enticing. It's alluring. It's deceptive. And it's terribly dangerous…

…From a prison cell in the year AD 60, a man who wore both the mantle of

apostle and the shackles of a prisoner wrote a letter to a group of believers he
had never met. Paul wrote the Colossians the truth so they would not be the

victims of false teaching.

While Paul was in prison he was visited by Epaphras, one of his most faithful

coworkers. He brought Paul news of the congregation at Colosse.

Scholars are not agreed about what the heresy at Colosse was.
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The heretical teachings of Gnosticism were not fully developed till 20 years after Paul

wrote, but the heresy seems to have some Gnostic roots.
The Gnostics taught that the believer needed to have special/extra knowledge which

could only be obtained through the Gnostic belief system.

One of the tenets of Gnosticism is that spirit is good and matter is evil.
So if matter is always evil it is obvious that God didn't create the earth and we human

beings.
If God created the earthly system He would be contaminated by it and would not be

completely holy according to their teaching.

So the Gnostics believed that God issued a series of emulations, each one of which was
a little more corrupted until finally one was corrupted enough to create the world.

Since the Gnostics believed that matter was evil they taught two widely different

theories on human behavior.

One was extreme asceticism, in which one realized his body was evil and so one denied

it every pleasure and afflicted it with severe measures.

Things like starving it, beating it and denying it were part of this system.

The second way the Gnostic treated his body was, since spirit was good and matter was
evil, obviously the body was evil and it made no difference what one did with his/her

body—this resulted in immorality and all kind of sinful behavior.

There seems also to have been some legalistic heresy which resulted in the keeping of

special rules and the observing of special days.
The effect of all of this was to depreciate the position of Christ.

The false teachers at Colosse were careful not to dethrone Christ (that would have

been too obvious), but to devalue Him.
They taught that He was important but not preeminent.

So Paul in Colossians gives us what may well be the most important teaching on the

person of Christ in the entire NT.

The Anchor Bible Commentary has this to say:
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Paul is saying, "I have the better gospel—Christ is all. There are no

intermediary powers to be reckoned with. Salvation is available to all, not

to just a few initiated ones. It is not for this life only, but also for that
which is to come. The false cults are all repudiated here.

The Salutation…vv. 1-2

Ancient writers always identified themselves first and then identified those they were
writing to.

Paul was the most influential person in history since the Lord Jesus Christ. He had a

brilliant mind,
…an indomitable will,

…and a tender heart.
He was a Jew—a Hebrew of Hebrews (Phil. 3:5). He was a Pharisee educated at the feet

of the great Jewish scholar Gamaliel. Paul was a Roman citizen which gave him special

privileges.
He could not be arrested and held without trial—

He could not be beaten.

He could not be crucified.
He had the right to appeal any sentence to the emperor.

Once he appealed to the emperor he was taken to Rome courtesy of the Roman
government.

To avoid doubt about his authority he says he is an apostle of Jesus Christ2. He is
not merely a "sent one", a "messenger", but an official representative of the One who sent
him.

He did not become an apostle through his own efforts but "…by the will of God…"3

God sovereignly chose him—called him in the striking conversion on the Damascus Road.

God set him apart as a special messenger to the Gentiles.

Paul mentions a co-laborer, Timothy our brother4.
Paul had a unique love and confidence in Timothy. Timothy had ministered to him for

many years. They met on Paul's second missionary journey and now, in prison, Timothy is

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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still with him.

Paul expresses his heart for Timothy in Phil. 2:19-22:

19But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so
that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.
20For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be
concerned for your welfare.
21For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ
Jesus.
22But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in
the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.5

Timothy apparently had a delicate constitution and was frequently sick, but no one
served Paul as faithfully.

Paul calls him his true child in the faith.
The first necessity for Christian service is to have the ability to "get alongside" all

kinds of people.

Timothy is not described as the preacher or the teacher or the theologian but as the
brother. He who walks in aloofness can never be a real servant of Jesus Christ.

Paul addresses his readers as saints and faithful brethren…who are at Colossae6.

Saints and faithful brethren mean the same.

Saints refers to the ones separated from sin and set apart to God.

Faithful notes the source of that separation—saving faith.

God is the source of grace and peace. Note the order—It is always grace first which

leads to peace.
Without grace one cannot experience peace.

Paul gives thanks to God as the source of their faith. Salvation is a gift from God.

Paul says he always gives thanks to God for them when he prays.

"faith"7 means to be persuaded that something is true and to believe in it.

This belief involves far more than mere intellectual assent. It involves obedience.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Heb. 11:1 tells us faith is not a "leap in the dark". It is based on fact and grounded on

evidence.

"…faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen.8

True saving faith includes repentance and obedience.

Good works are the result of saving faith.

Martin Luther summed up the link between saving faith and good works like this,
"Good works do not make a man good, but a good man does good works.”

Saving faith has as its object Christ Jesus.

With Christ as its object our faith is as secure as a house on a solid foundation or a

boat safely at anchor.

In v. 4 Paul says saving faith will result in love.
and the love which you have for all the saints9

One of the strong visible fruits of saving faith is love for fellow believers. The Apostle

John emphasizes this truth in his first epistle.

1 John 2:9-11:

9 The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother
is in the darkness until now.

10 The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there
is no cause for stumbling in him.

11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and
walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.10

1 John 3:10:

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are
obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God,
nor the one who does not love his brother.11

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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1 John 4:10:

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.12

Apparently there were no divisions or cliques at Colossae like the ones at Corinth.

Christ's love should not only draw us to Him but also to each other.

Jesus illustrates true godly love in John 13 where He showed that love by washing the

disciples feet. Love always manifests itself in service to others.
In v. 5 Paul says the gospel truth rests in hope13

Paul tells us in 1Cor. 13:13 that hope is one component of the great triad of Christian

virtues.

Paul says our hope is laid up in heaven. Hope is the Christian's anchor chain,
connecting him inseparably to God's throne.

Because of hope the Christian is willing to forsake the present, glory, comfort and
satisfaction of this world for the future glory that is in Christ.

Paul writes, For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.14

Moses is an example of being willing to sacrifice present things for the promise of a
future hope.

Moses as the adopted son of Pharaoh's daughter had access to all the wealth and
power of Pharaoh's court.

Yet he turned his back on it and identified with God's poor suffering people.

Like Moses we should live with our eyes on eternal things, knowing that our citizenship

is in heaven.

Jim Elliot, missionary and Auca Indian martyr, said, "He is no fool who gives what he
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In v. 6 Paul says the gospel truth reaches the world.
We see the universality of the gospel in the following Scriptures:

Matt 24:14:

“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will
come."15

Rom 1:8:

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because
your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.16

Rom 1:16:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek.17

Christianity was not just a local sect or cult. It was and is the glorious good news for
the whole world.

It transcends ethnic, geographic, cultural and political boundaries. It must be received

personally to be effective. Even though it is effective for all mankind it will not save us
until we personally accept it through faith in Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the cross.

In. v. 6b Paul says the Gospel truth produces fruit.

The gospel is not stagnant—It is living and active. It produces fruit.

Paul is thankful that the gospel is constantly bearing fruit and increasing since the day
they heard it.

McArthur writes,

The living gospel is the power that transforms lives. As it does so, the

15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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witness of those transformed lives produces fruit, including new converts.
So as the gospel produces fruit in individual lives it's influence spreads.

End of quotation

In v. 6c the gospel truth is rooted in grace. Grace is the very heart of the gospel.
It is God freely giving us the forgiveness of sin and eternal life which we do not

deserve and cannot earn.

This contrasts sharply with other religions which teach that man can save himself by

good works.

Eph. 2:8-9 tells us…

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.18

Paul describes saving grace as the grace of God in truth19. This speaks of its

genuineness. It is truly the grace of God in contrast to all other claims to be the true
gospel. The hymn "Jesus Paid it All" expresses the truth that we cannot do anything to

earn our salvation.

For nothing good have I

Whereby thy grace to claim
I'll wash my garments white

In the blood of Calv'ry's Lamb

Jesus paid it all

All to Him I owe

Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow

In vv. 7-8 the gospel truth is reported by people—

18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Salvation is solely by God's grace, but He uses humans as channels of that grace.

That is incredible! God could have used angels to write the message of salvation in the

sky, but He chose to use you and me!

Paul says in Romans 10:14,

14How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?20

The Colossians learned about Christ from Epaphras.

Paul often calls himself a doulos (bondservant) of Jesus Christ.

By calling Epaphras a fellow bondservant, Paul connects his ministry with his own.

Epaphras also informed Paul of the Colossian's love in the Spirit21 which brought
him great joy.

God gives you and I the wonderful and sobering responsibility of being his agents in
proclaiming the gospel of His grace.

William Barkley writes:

The possession of the good news of the gospel involves the obligation to
share it.

That which is divinely given must be humanly passed on. Jesus Christ
needs us to be the hands and feet and lips which will bring His gospel to

those who have never heard it.

"End of quotation"

May we be faithful to share with others "the gospel that has meant so much to us."

In vv. 9-11 Paul prays for the Colossians. Even in this sophisticated scientific age every
Christian can minister directly to the spiritual wellbeing of other believers without seeing

20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
21The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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or speaking to them.

We can play a role in their spiritual growth. We can secure God's blessings for them.

The amazing way we can do this is prayer.

Paul shares teaching and prayer with the saints at Colosse.

We see Paul's petition for them in v. 9.

For this reason22 (cause23 KJ) refers to the favorable report Paul had heard.
Since Paul heard that report he had been praying for the Colossians.

Many times we fail to pray for those who are doing well.

Our prayers focus on those who are struggling or facing difficulties or temptations.
We need to remember that the enemy will often reserve his strongest opposition for

those who are doing well.

Paul prays that the Colossians be filled with the knowledge of his will24. filled25

means to be completely filled or totally controlled.
Paul wants the Colossians to be totally controlled by a deep and thorough knowledge

of His will.

I don't need to tell you that we live in an age where moral absolutes do not exist for
many people.

Without a source of absolutes virtually anything goes.
The Christian gets those absolutes from God's Word.

It is crucial that the Christian have a knowledge of God's Word in order to make use of

those absolutes.
A knowledge of God's Word is foundational to godly living.

Knowledge of God's Word will lead to all spiritual wisdom and understanding26

In vv. 10-11 Paul lists five specific purposes that are fulfilled when we have spiritual

knowledge.

First is

22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
23The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
24The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
25The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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1. A worthy walk

walk27 refers to one's pattern of daily conduct.
A mind controlled by wisdom and understanding produces a life worthy of the

Lord28. Paul told the Thessalonians to "…walk in a manner worthy of the God who

calls you into His own kingdom and glory."29

God has promised us resources for walking a worthy walk.
Christ dwells in us in the person of the Holy Spirit.

Paul prayed for the Ephesians, "…to be strengthened with power through His

Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith…"30

Trying to walk worthy in our own strength is doomed to failure. Martin Luther stated
that truth clearly in "A Mighty Fortress is our God"

Did we in our own strength confide

Our striving would be losing

Were not the right Man on our side
The Man of God's own choosing

Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus it is He

Lord Sabaoth His name

From age to age the same
And He must win the battle

The NT describes several features of the worthy walk:

• We are to walk in humility
• …in purity

• …in contentedness

• …by faith
• …in good works

26The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
27The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
28The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
29The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
30The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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• …Different from the world
• …In love

• …in light
• …in wisdom

• …in truth

Such a walk will please Him in all respects.

In v. 10b a second result of spiritual knowledge is...

2. A Fruitful Life

bearing fruit in every good work31 10b. Fruit is the by-product of righteousness.

Jesus said in John 15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and

so prove to be My disciples.32

The Bible defines "fruit" in several ways.

"Converts" are referred to as fruit.

Giving praise is the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

Godly living is fruit.

Galatians 5:22-23 lists holy attitudes which are the Fruit of the Sprit.

Union with Christ produces fruit.

John 15:4 and 5:

4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you
abide in Me.
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do
nothing.33

In v. 10c Paul lists a third result of spiritual knowledge.

31The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
32The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
33The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3. Growth

increasing in the knowledge of God34

A third result of knowledge is spiritual growth.

The marks of spiritual growth include:

First: A deeper love for God's Word.

Psalm 119:97:

O how I love Your law!
It is my meditation all the day.35

Second, A more perfect obedience

John writes in 1 John 2:3-5:

3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we
keep His commandments.
4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him;
5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has
truly been perfected.36

Third, spiritual growth will result in an enlarged faith.

The more we grow, the more we know about God's Word, the larger our faith will

become.

A Fourth: mark of spiritual growth is a greater love. Paul writes in Phil. 1:9,

"…that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all

discernment37…"

34The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
35The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
36The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
37The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In v. 11a Paul lists a fourth result of spiritual knowledge.

4. Strength v. 11a

strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might38

God's power comes to us through the Holy Spirit working in our lives.
In v. 11b we see the fifth result of spiritual knowledge.

5. Endurance v. 11b

for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously39

Paul lists one more result of spiritual knowledge—Joyous endurance of trials.

Steadfastness and patience are closely related.

steadfastness40 probably refers to patience in circumstances while patience41 refers

to patience with people.
Both refer to the patient endurance of trials.

joyously42 refers to the ability to endure trials joyfully as Paul himself did.

In Acts 16: v.25 Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God from a prison cell.
What an example for us.

Joy is the flag that files over the castle of our hearts announcing that the King is in
residence today.

C.S. Lewis said:

We have learned that joy is more than a sense of the comic, more than
earthly pleasure and to a believer even more than what we call happiness.

Joy is the enjoyment of God and the good things that come from the
hand of God.

If our new freedom in Christ is a piece of angel food cake, joy is the

frosting. If the Bibles gives us the wonderful words of life, joy supplies the

38The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
39The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
40The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
41The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
42The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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music. If the way to heaven turns out to be an arduous steep climb, joy
sets up the chair lift.

William Barkley writes:

We are chosen for joy. However hard the Christian way, it is both in

the traveling and in the goal, the way of joy.
There is always a joy in doing the right thing.

When we evade some duty or some task, when at last we set our hand

to it, joy comes to us.
The Christian is the man of joy. The Christian is the laughing cavalier

of Christ.
A gloomy Christian is a contradiction in terms.

And nothing in all religious history has done Christianity more harm

than its connection with black clothes and long faces.

William Barkley writes some very convicting words to all of us:

The Christian way is not a grim struggle with events and with people, it

is a radiant and sunny-hearted attitude to life. The Christian joy is joy in

any circumstances. As F.D. Moule puts it: "If joy is not rooted in the soil of
suffering it is shallow." It is easy to be joyful when things go well, but the

Christian radiance is something which not all the shadows of life can
quench.

So the Christian prayer is: "Make me, O Lord victorious over every

circumstance; make me patient with every person; and withal give me the
joy which no circumstance and no man will every take from me.
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