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Colossians 1:13-29 – Christ Preeminent

We have seen in the introduction to Colossians and in vv. 1-12 that Paul is advancing
powerful teaching on the person of Christ to refute the false teachers at Colosse.

We quoted from the Anchor Bible Commentary last time…

"Quote"

Paul is saying, "I have the better gospel—Christ is all. There are no
intermediary powers to be reckoned with. Salvation is available to all, not

to just a few initiated ones. It is not for this life only, but also for that
which is to come. The false cults are all repudiated here.

"End of quotation"

In vv. 13 to 20 Paul gives four powerful arguments for the preeminence of Christ. In
vv. 13-14 Paul says Christ is Savior. Man has a problem / Sin has separated him from a

holy God.

He needs a Savior.
Paul lists four saving actions God has taken through Christ on our behalf.

1st, He delivered us (v. 13a)

The word translated delivered1 means "rescued from danger".
We could not deliver ourselves from the guilt and penalty of sin, but Jesus could and

did!

This deliverance involves something else. Christ delivered us from the authority of

Satan and the power of darkness.

Very important principle we should recognize:

When we were members of the kingdom of darkness we were under Satan's control

and authority.

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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He called the shots in our lives.
We moved at his command—

But now we are under Christ's dominion. We move at His command—
Satan has no jurisdiction in the kingdom of light.

So when he comes to us and says, "I'm in command; do this or that", we can say, "You

no longer have authority in my life. Get out of here.
"I now answer to my new master the preeminent Christ!"

The Gnostics believed in a group of evil spirits that controlled the world.

Paul talks about them in v. 16

and in 2:10 and 15.

The preeminent incomparable Christ has delivered us from all the powers of darkness.
He has demonstrated His power over angels, archangels, principalities, powers, dominions

and thrones.

2nd, in 13b, This preeminent Christ not only delivers us from the power of Satan…

But He translates us (or transfers us) to the kingdom of light—The kingdom of His
dear Son.

The NAS says, He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us

to the kingdom of His beloved Son…2

The word translated rescued3 or delivered4 is the word used to describe the
deportation of a people from one country to another.

History tells us that around 2,000 Jews were transported to Colossae from Babylon by

"Antiochus the Great".

These people at Colosse would understand that Jesus did not release us from Satan's
bondage only to have us wander aimlessly.

He moved us into His own kingdom of light and made us victors over Satan's kingdom

of darkness.
The phrase of his dear Son5 can be translated "the Son of His love".

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Remember the Father's words at Jesus' baptism, This is my beloved Son, in whom

I am well pleased.6

This reminds us of the price that was paid when God gave His Son for us.

It also reminds us that His kingdom is a kingdom of love and light.

3rd, in v. 14a we see that Christ redeemed us.

The word picture used here is of the release of a prisoner by the payment of a

ransom.

By the shedding of His precious blood Jesus met the holy demands of God's law.

Satan seeks to accuse us of breaking God's law, but the ransom has been paid on

Calvary; through faith in Jesus Christ we have been set free.

4th, Christ has forgiven us.

Redemption and forgiveness go together. Paul writes in Ephesians 1:7 speaking of

Christ, "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,

according to the riches of his grace…"7

The word translated forgiveness means "to send away" or "to cancel a debt".
Hallelujah, Christ has not only..

…set us free! and…

…transferred us to a new kingdom…
But He has…

…cancelled every debt against us.
Satan can search and search but he can't find anything that will condemn us.

God's forgiveness of us sinners is an act of His grace.
We do not deserve it.

We cannot earn it.

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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It brings fellowship with God.

Forgiveness should never be an excuse for sin but an incentive for obedience/holiness.
Alax Mack – "Faith in Jesus Christ is not true faith unless it results in obedience to

Him."

It should also remind us of the importance of forgiving others.
In Matt. 18 in the parable of the unforgiving servant we see clearly that when we

consider how great was our forgiveness we should be compelled to forgive others.
We are reminded that our failure to forgive will lead to spiritual bondage.

Warren Wiersbe says,

Jesus Christ is preeminent in salvation. No other person could redeem
us, forgive us, transfer us out of Satan's kingdom into God's kingdom and

do it wholly by grace. The phrase "through his blood" reminds us of the

cost of our salvation; Moses and the Israelites only had to shed the blood of
a lamb to be delivered from Egypt, but Jesus had to shed his blood to

deliver us from sin.

End of quotation

Jesus is preeminent!

Are you thankful?

Have you lost the joy/wonder of your salvation?

Now in vv. 15-17 Paul says Christ is Creator.

To counter the false teacher's version of creation Paul explains Christ's relationship to

creation.

First, Christ existed before creation.

The false teachers taught that Christ did not have a real body—He did not make

footprints when he walked—
Spirit was good—Matter/body was evil.

This resulted in false views of Christ and wrong use of the body.
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Paul uses the term translated firstborn8 in v. 15.

In English that sounds like a first-created being—
Our Jehovah's Witness friends use this idea to devalue Christ's divinity.

In Hebrew and Greek thought the term firstborn did not refer to a time as much as to

place or status.
Jesus Christ was not the first created being—He was not created but He was the

Creator of all things.
Firstborn here means "of first importance", "of first rank".

The word also implies "prior to all creation"—

We see this clearly taught in John's gospel. In the beginning was the Word, and

the Word was with God, and the Word was God.9 John applies the Greek concept of

the eternal logos (The Word) to Christ.
John is telling us "Go back as far as you wish…the Word (Christ) was already there—

You cannot go back to a time that was before Christ.

Paul uses the interesting word image10 to make this clear.

The word means an exact representation like the coin stamped from the die.

The coin will be an exact likeness of the die. The word is the nearest equivalent in
ancient Greek to our modern "photograph".

J.B. Phillips – "Christ is the visible expression of the invisible God."
The word also means a manifestation.

God in His essential nature is invisible to human view. Therefore His person and

character are seen in the Son who is the image of the invisible God. Paul is saying that
Jesus Christ is none other than God Himself.

So we see Jesus Christ who was before creation and who is an exact likeness of God and

who shows us what God is like—

Paul's argument is powerful:

No created being could do this.
Only God can reveal God to us—

Jesus Christ is God.

8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
10The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Everything

Everything
Directed at the

false teahers

The Hebrew writer says about Christ, reading from the NASB,

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His
nature...11

Jesus told the disciples,
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father…12

In v. 16a Paul drives the fact of creation by Christ home in a powerful way.

For by him were all things created…13

Now Paul could have stopped there. All means all (In Greek all still means all!). It is

all-inclusive; it includes everything.
But look how Paul drives the point home.

Not only did Christ create all things—

But specifically things:

That are in heaven

That are on earth

That are visible
That are invisible

That are thrones

That are dominions
That are principalities

That are powers

I don't think you could think of anything that isn't covered here.

Jesus Christ created it all.

If science succeeds in creating life in the test tube the Christian will know that this is a
discovery of God's process and not creating.

Man creates nothing—God creates out of nothing.

Remember Dolly—cloned sheep—died of old age at six years old. Sheep normally live
almost 3X that long.

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Scientist took 278 tries to clone her. 277 attempts ended in failure—Imagine what

those 277 failed tries looked like! All clones dying at a younger age with many strange

diseases.

In 16b we see that all things exist for Him.

All things exist in Him, for Him and through Him.

Greek thought taught that everything

had a primary cause…

…an instrumental cause…
…and a final cause.

The primary cause is the plan.

The instrumental cause is the power.

The final cause is the purpose.

Paul is telling the Greek philosophers Jesus Christ is the primary cause.

(He planned creation)
Jesus Christ is the instrumental cause.

(He produced the creation)
Jesus Christ is the final cause.

(He did it for His own pleasure)

If everything created exists for Him then nothing can be evil of itself.

(Satan and fallen angels are evil but God can even use them to accomplish His will).

So Paul says Gnostic rules/regulations are foolish and God's good creation can be used

for God's glory and can be enjoyed by God's people.
Paul tells Timothy that God gives us richly all things to enjoy.

In v. 17 Paul says Christ holds all things together.

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.14 (Note – he is15, not

"he was". He is the I am16. –John 8:58)

13The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
14The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The word consist17 could be better translated "hold together".

During a guided tour of an atomic laboratory it was explained that all matter is made

up of rapidly moving electrical particles.

The tourists were amazed to learn that matter is primarily made up of space between
those particles.

One of them asked, "What holds it all together?"
The guide didn't know.

We do. Jesus Christ the preeminent Creator holds everything together by the word of

His power!
Only God could do that. Jesus Christ is God.

We saw John's record of Christ's eternal existence. Jesus is eternally existent because
He is before all things.

Only God can be eternally existent.

in. v. 18 we see Christ is the head of the church.

One of the most important images of church is the Body of Christ.
This church transcends denominations and local groups.

The church universal consists of all born again, blood washed believers in the
preeminent Christ who is its head.

In the original the word head carries the meaning of "source" and "origin" as well as
leader/ruler.

Jesus Christ is the source of the church. Paul calls Him the beginning which means
that Jesus Christ has the priority in time as it concerns the church.

The term beginning can be translated "originator".

The terms "source", "origin", "leader", "originator" confirm Christ's preeminence in His
church.

Jesus Christ supplies life to the church through His Spirit.
He gifts men and places them into places of leadership.

15The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
16The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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No believer can be head of the church. That position belongs exclusively to Jesus

Christ.

Jesus Christ is not only the head and the origin of the church…
In v. 18 Paul says He is the firstborn from the dead—

We know Christ was not the first person to be raised from the dead.

He was of first importance and highest in rank among the risen ones.
His resurrection guarantees ours…very important promise to us.

This brings us to the theme of this entire section…

v. 18 - that in all things he might have the preeminence18

This word preeminence is used only here in the NT. Its use magnifies the unique
position of Jesus Christ.

Christ is all, and in all19 -Col. 3:11
The false teachers at Collosae said that Jesus Christ could never have the place of

prominence that Paul is arguing for. They said He was only one emanation from God. He

was not the only way to God.

Paul has powerfully demonstrated His preeminence by presenting Him as

Savior
Creator

And as head of the church.

So we have four great facts about Jesus Christ in relationship to the church.

1. He is the Living Lord.

2. He is the source and origin of the church.
3. He is the constant Director of the church.

4. He is the Lord of all by virtue of His victory over death.

Now in vv. 19-20 he speaks about His relationship with God the Father.

Paul has said that Jesus Christ is God's dear Son (Col. 1:13).

Now he declares that all fullness dwells in Him.

The italics in KJV indicate that the words the Father20 are not in the best texts.

18The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
19The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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A literal translation would be, "Because in Him all fullness was pleased to dwell."
Showing us again the full deity of the Son. The word translated fullness is a technical

term. It means the sum total of all the divine power and attributes.
The word was used by the false teachers, so Paul is meeting them head on as he used

this important word eight times in Colossians to show them Christ's preeminence.

Kenneth S. Wuest points out that the word "dwell" is also important…

It means to be at home permanently. It means that the fullness was

not something added to His being that was not natural to Him, but that it

was part of His essential being as part of His very constitution and that
permanently.

Why is that important?

God would not give His fullness to a created being. Paul is proving that Jesus is God.

In vv. 20-23 Paul talks about Christ making reconciliation to us who were enemies of

God.

v. 20 – precious verse – Christ made peace through the blood of his cross…21

How significant that you and I, mankind as a whole, will never have peace except

through the cross.
Are you thankful for that peace?

Do you have that peace?

If you are here without the assurance of salvation through belief in Jesus Christ I urge
you to take advantage of His invitation today.

v. 21 is interesting as it points out two ways we were enemies of God

First, we were enemies in our minds.

Our thoughts and attitudes were hostile to God. Our whole way of thinking was
contrary to God's way.

Second, we were enemies in our deeds.

20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
21The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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We didn't just think wrong—We acted wrong.

Jesus died for a race of enemy rebels to offer them the chance to become His allies.

v.22…the outcome of that reconciliation is present peace and a future presentation of

ourselves before God.
The slate of sin has been wiped clean, and we look forward to the day we will stand

before God holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation.

What a future we have to look forward to because of our magnificent Christ!

v. 23…If ye continue in the faith22

We are responsible to maintain our faith. To walk in obedience to God's commands.
The Scriptures are very clear that if we continue to walk with Him He will keep us secure,

but what would be the point of Paul saying, "…and be not moved away from the hope

of the gospel…"23 if we could not walk away from our faith and our salvation?
Paul says we should be grounded24 and settled25.

Grounded speaks of the foundation of faith—the Rock is Christ.

Settled speaks of contentment/Nothing else is needed but Christ.

Paul talks about the opposite of settled26 in Eph. 4:14…

As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and
there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming…27

In vv. 24-29 Paul tells us the truth about authentic ministry. It involves suffering; its

aim is maturity; it's hard work. also labour28 (toil till one is weary, exhausted)
striving29 (agonizing)

Paul knew about suffering—He was sitting in a Roman prison—

22The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
23The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
24The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
25The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
26The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
27The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
28The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
29The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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He had suffered beatings, stonings, humiliation and hardship for the Lord Jesus. He

bore in his body the brand marks of suffering.

v. 24 – Paul talks about that which is lacking in Christ's suffering.

He is not indicating that Jesus' sufferings on the cross were insufficient (He has just

proven that it is abundantly adequate). Paul was suffering for Christ.
The world hated Christ—Now that He was gone, the world persecuted His followers. I

think Paul's attitude is—Jesus took the blows meant for me; now I'll take the blows meant
for Him.

Suffering brings about an identification with the Savior that nothing else can.

Paul says in Phil. 3:10, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,

and the fellowship of his sufferings…"30

You and I know so little about suffering for Christ.
We think suffering is high gas prices!

There are Christians right now who are suffering in the worst imaginable ways
because they love and serve Christ.

You and I need to think through the reasons for our faith so if we are persecuted we

will already have made the choice to suffer for/with Him.

Carson says, "that affliction continues as long as there is sin and opposition to Christ

and His church in the world. And the Christian takes it, not like the stoic, but with joy."

We have looked at four arguments for the preeminence of Christ—

He is Savior.

He is Creator.

He is head of the church.
He is beloved of the Father.

Jesus Christ is God—

Because He is He can reconcile sinful man back to God.

2Cor. 5:19 tells us that it is in Jesus Christ that God was reconciled to man.

30The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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It is because of Christ's preeminence that you and I can walk the lanes and byways

and offer the glorious good news of the gospel to all we meet.

We also can fellowship with all those members of Christ's Body who have trusted in

Christ as Savior.

Several weeks ago I was walking the lot at the Flying J truck stop—I was wearing my

hat that says TRUCK STOP CHAPLAIN and has a cross on it. As I began to pass a truck a
black man waved then smiled (I love to see those white teeth) and waved again. I went

over and soon we were fellowshipping around things of Christ.

As we talked I heard another black voice. I turned to see a driver wearing bib overalls.
They were both black, so I asked, "Are you together?"

The second man said, "No, that's my truck over there."
We talked and then we prayed together.

I'm sure if we had tried we could have found some area of difference in our theology,

but because of a Christ who we all loved and who is preeminent Savior, Creator and head
of the church and who exhibits the fullness of God, we could have sweet fellowship.

Someone has written:

Who is He on yonder tree
Dies in grief and agony?

'Tis the Lord! O wondrous story!

'Tis the Lord! The King of glory!
At His feet we humbly fall

Crown Him! Crown Him! Lord of all!

My challenge to all of us is as you move among the people of the world, look for

people you can fellowship with. Look for people you can share the good news with.

May God richly bless you.
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