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White Oak
Developing a Concern for Others……………...II Corinthians 1:1-11

We are delighted to be with you today. Trust that God will bless our time together as we
think about "developing a concern for others". Much of what I want to share with you this
morning and tonight will be about me and my work at the truck stops in Carlisle. I do this
not for personal glory or honor but to illustrate how you and I can be used of God to be
blessings in other's lives.

As we think about "developing a concern for others" we need to remember that this is
against our natural instinct.

Our natures call for us to look out for number one! To take care of ourselves first. Don't
worry about the other guy. Get yours first. Paul gives us a clue about this in v 2 when we
read, Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ.1
It is only when an individual has e xperienced God's grace and the peace which comes

from that grace that he/she will be able to develop a concern for others.
So to develop a concern for others we must have developed a personal relationship with

Jesus Christ.
Whe n you and I realize the depth of the pit from which we have been drawn, whe n we

realize how great was the sin we were forgiven, only then will be begin to develop a concern
to help others.

A second resource for us is listed in v 3 where we read, Blessed be the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort2

We see this also in v 8 where Paul says he was burde ned excessively, beyond our

strength3. Allow me to suggest that to develop a concern for others we need to
understand where the resources come from.

God the sovereign Lord is the source of all our needs as we seek to help others.
You and I need to recognize our own weakness and ask God to supply the resources we

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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need to bless others.
I serve as a truck stop chaplain at four busy truck stops in Carlisle. But it's never about

me—It's about God arranging meetings and supplying the power. For approx. two years we
tried to get permission to place our ministry trailer at the largest truck stop, the Petro.

Another ministry was opposing us. We had one trailer/chapel. They had approx. 60
trailers across the country. It was a real David vs. Goliath story.

We prayed. They tried to get us thrown out of the Petro.
God performed a miracle. Petro asked us to stay and asked them to leave!
Then we had trouble with the township building code officer. We prayed. It looked like

we would be forced to move our trailer off the property. Then God sent a miracle, a
Christian attorney ! who for free walked us through the process of getting the township to
allow our ministry trailer to be placed at the truck stop. God doesn't do things by halves. He
even had the building code officer call me to apologize.

We are talking about asking God for resources. We had the trailer; we needed volunteers
to do the Sunday services with the drivers. We prayed. The phone rang. It was Scott
Weidner from TFC. He said, "Dan, we got a call from a church in Carlisle. They are looking
for opportunities to volunteer at one of our trailers. We don't have a trailer at Carlisle, but
we knew you do. Would you like us to hook you up with these people?"

We had prayed; God had the volunteers all ready in Carlisle.
Scott came to Carlisle to present an informational training session to our volunteers.
We began services in February and have averaged 6-12 drivers each Sunday. Most of the

volunteers are from that church in Carlisle that God provided for us.
God will provide the resources we need. God will provide the words and the wisdom for

us to minister to others if we trust and ask.
An incredible resource was provided to us when God arranged for several cases of books

on forgiveness to be donated to the ministry.
God has provided so many people who needed that resource. One morning I stopped at

the Hess station for coffee and a newspaper. As I was entering the store I saw the fuel driver
unloading fuel.

I waved; he smiled and waved. When I came out I chatted with him for a while. As I was
climbing into my car the Holy Spirit nudged me, "Give him a forgiveness book". You'd think
that after 68 years I'd understand that God always knows best.

I argued with God; am I the only one that does that?
I said, "God, this will look really weird! I mean, I just talked to him; now I'm getting into
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my car. OK, I'll do it!" I took a book back, held it out so he could see the title and said, "Are
you a reader?" The strangest thing happe ned. He got very emotional. I waited and whe n he
composed himself I said, "Do you want to tell me about it?"

He said, "I'm in the middle of a 2½ -year separation from my wife. She's been unfaithful
to me. It will probably lead to divorce. I've been having such a terrible time dealing with
forgiving her and out of the blue you walk up and hand me a book on forgiveness!" God had
provided another resource for a hurting person.

A driver at Carlisle saw me praying with one of the cleaning ladies in the hall. He looked
me up and unloaded about several areas of moral failure in his live.

I prayed with him, counseled with him and left him my number.
Several weeks later he called to tell me how he and his wife could not forgive themselves

because one of their children had an STD as the result of their previous promiscuous
behavior. I was able to send him one of the books on forgiveness.

A lady from the south called me to thank me for helping her husband when he got sick at
Carlisle. He was a driver. I don't remember the incident, but she said he had returned home
and had passed away. She was going through some things, found my card and just wanted to
call to say how much they both appreciated what I did for him.

I said, "How are you doing?"
She said, "It's one day at a time." She told me she had a fractured relationship with her

pastor. She had called him to do her husband's me morial service. Somehow the ball got
dropped. He never responded. She was very bitter and resentful.

I said, "Give me your address; I'd love to send you a book on forgiveness". God had
provided a resource for each of these hurting persons.

About a year ago one of the ministers in the Carlisle Ministerium asked me if the ministry
could use some "clinging crosses" some of his me n made. They aren't magic but serve as a
point of contact and blessing when a hurting person clings to the m.

I said, "John, I've been doing this ministry long enough to know that if God provides the
resources He will provide the persons who need it." He gave me 12 or 15 of the crosses. Not
too long after I was walking past the young lady who worked the desk at the Ramada motel.
She looked a bit down. I said, "Are you OK?" She told me her 41-year-old mother was dying
of stage four cervical cancer. Two years before they had treated it into remission, but now it
was back. It was very aggressive. The doctor only gave her months to live (She died two

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4

weeks later). I had a cross in my pocket and gave it to her, suggesting that she give it to her
mother and then when she passed she could use it. She was so glad to have it.

Several months after her mother died I was in the hotel lobby telling a lady from
Allentown what we do. She was very excited and whe n I came back at 3pm she pulled in
beside me. She jumped out of the car, ran over and was so excited because the girl whose
mom had died had told her about the crosses and how they had blessed her and her mom.
The lady from Allentown said, "I'm a born again Catholic—There aren't many of us. I'm in
Carlisle to help my daughter pack up and take her back to Allentown. Her husband left her
and I just buried my brother who died of AIDS."

I asked her if she was still grieving her brother. She said yes and I gave her a cross and
told her how to use it. She was glad to have it. Then she said, "It would be so nice to have
one for my daughter." I gave her one. Wow! Five people had been blessed by Pastor John's
crosses—end of story? Not yet.

Later I told the girl at the desk how the folks from Allentown had been blessed because
she shared her story with them. She was so excited that she had blessed the m.

Then she said, "Gram, my mom's mom, really liked that cross." Next day I gave her one
for Gram.

God had blessed six people's lives with a resource He had provided.
It wasn't too long after that the twelve-year-old grandson of a clerk at Flying J committed

suicide. I was able to speak with her and give her a cross. She was so glad to have it.
One more resource story. I met a driver at the Pilot truck stop. He told me how part of

his salvation e xperience involved finding a Gideon NT in a shoebox of junk. He soaked up
that NT like he was a sponge.

We had been given 20 of those testaments with the stipulation that they had to be handed
out by personal contact.

I said, "Would you like to have some of those NT to use as you evangelize other drivers?"
He said, "I've been trying to get some of those for several years." He came over to our

trailer; I gave him ten NTs. He was like a kid in a candy shop. Then he began to tell me
about the fractured relationships and bitterness in his family.

I got him two forgiveness books and he said, "I will allow God the Holy Spirit to heal my
family through these books".

Then he looked at me and said, "I had 4-5 hours before my delivery. I was trying to
decide if I should pull over along the road or come to Carlisle.

We both realized that God had arranged for him to come to Carlisle and had provided
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resources to bless him and his family. He left with two forgiveness books, te n NTs, several
devotionals, a NT CD and lots of snacks. Did I do that? Never. I was just the vessel through
which God poured resources into his life.

Ask God to provide resources for you to use and to provide people who need those
resources. Then ask Him to bring you and the m together and obey the Spirit's promptings
when He speaks to you.

Allow me to suggest that to develop a concern for others we not only need resources, but
we need divine appointme nts.

You see, I have learned that if we will get out of the way and ask Him to direct us to those
who re hurting, He will do just that.

Several years ago as I walked into the We ndys at the Pilot truck stop I prayed something
like, "Lord, you know who needs comfort; would you bring us together?"

I wasn't long before I was talking to a driver whose 17-year-old granddaughter was facing
surgery for kidney disease. I prayed with him, comforted him, gave him my card and
encouraged him to call if he wanted to. The n I forgot about him. Two days later my phone
rang. The driver ide ntified himself and said, "My granddaughter's had her surgery. It's not
good. Cancer's all through her body. The doctor's only give her hours to live.

"She knows the Lord. She's ready to go.
"We are as ready as we can be, but it's so hard."
And he began to weep.
Any on you who have faced this kind of circumstance know it's really hard to comfort

someone in a meaningful way.
I prayed with him, listened to him talk, and I thought as I hung up the phone, I didn't

know two days before that 48 hours later a driver would be desperately reaching out for
help. But God did and he graciously arranged that meeting.

We are talking about God arranging divine appointme nts for us to minister to hurting
people. It was 10am as I was driving by the Gables truck stop. I usually went in there at 12
to eat my lunch. As I went by I felt the Holy Spirit nudging me to go in.

I said, "God, I'm going in at 12." God is so gracious. He could have left me miss a blessing.
But I felt Him say very firmly, "Child, I know what time it is. Go in there now!" I said yes

sir and picked up my lunch box, figuring I'd have a little snack which I desperately needed.
As I entered the sit-down area I saw a driver with his laptop and logbook. He was holding
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our brochure which has my picture on the front.
He looked at the picture, then at me and said, "You’re the chaplain."
He said, "I wasn't even going to come to Carlisle. I got on 81 headed south, got off at

Carlisle, pulled into the Gables which I had never been to before.
"This morning I got up, came in to use the restroom. I planned on doing my logs in the

truck , but as I passed the counter I saw your brochure. I picked one up and something said
to me, 'Bring your logs in and do them inside; the chaplain will be by!'"

Wow! I started getting goosebumps!
Turned out the driver was an e x-cop from Atlanta. He had been forced to resign. He was

facing possible indictment and was feeling awful.
For the ne xt 45 minutes to an hour I counseled with him, prayed with him and comforted

him. As we were leaving we shared a hug and he said, "I'm sure glad you came along today."
God had arranged a "divine appointment" with a hurting person.

I was walking past a driver at Pilot. He was doing his laundry and didn't seem eager to
talk. As I began to walk away the Holy Spirit nudged me to speak to him. I turned and he
saw me, pointed to a chair and said, "Sit down!" I sat down.

He told me he had been an engineer with Eastman Kodak for about 25 years. He had
retired and took up truck driving thinking he and his wife could travel all over in the truck.
His wife had developed MS. She was in a nursing home and most of the time she didn't
know who he was.

He said, "Two days ago I had a gun in my mouth. I was going to end it all and one of my
friends came by and averted the suicide." After we had talked a while I asked if I could pray
with him. When I finished praying he hugged me and with tears running down his cheeks
he thanked me for stopping to talk to him.

Brothers and sisters, that was a divine appointment with a hurting soul which I almost
walked by. How we need to be attentive to God's spirit whe n He nudges us.

I was walking the truck lot at Petro. As I approached a truck a Hispanic driver jumped
out and ran up to me. He threw down a cigarette, ground it out with his boot and said,
"Chaplain, I don't smoke unless I'm in really bad trouble."

He began to give me a list of tragic troubles. There was unfaithfulness, financial woes,
dispatcher problems, mechanical trouble, family trouble.

Whe n we had talked a while I said, "Could I pray?" He said sure. We removed our hats
and as I began to pray I was so overcome by the pathos that I began to weep.

I was embarrassed, thinking, "This isn't very professional. I'm supposed to be comforting
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him and here I am crying." After I had composed myself and finished praying I was amazed
at how deeply those tears had touched and ministered to that man's soul. Those tears had
touched a deep place in his spirit. He still had every one of his proble ms, but he was deeply,
profoundly ministered to by a God who supplied the resources and arranged the "divine
appointment".

So ask God for resources and ask God for divine appointme nts.

Allow me to suggest that we take those divine appointme nts by "walking in the Spirit".
Paul tells us in Galatians 5:16, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the

desire of the flesh.4 We see this illustrated in Acts 16 where Paul is passing through
Phrygia and Galatia. There we read they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
Word in Asia. What did Paul do? Did he say, OK, I'll go back to the motel and wait? No, v
7 says whe n they tried to go to Bithynia the Holy Spirit would not permit them.
Immediately they headed for Troas and there Paul had the vision of the man saying come
over to Macedonia and help us. V 10 says, immediately we sought to go into

Macedonia5
We see Paul in this te xt trying to go through a door being blocked and then trying

another door till he found one which was open.
Paul was so in tune with the Holy Spirit that he could discern what God was telling him

to do. Paul was walking in the Spirit. We can receive God's guidance by walking like this,
asking for concern for others and then following the Holy Spirit's leading. It is crucial that
when we are walking in the Spirit we do not "check" His guidance by refusing to obey Him.

He will not continue to direct us if we fail to obey His leading.

Another crucial ele ment in a concern for others is for one to make him/herself available
for God's use. God is looking for yielded vessels, not cleverness but faithfulness.

As we make ourselves available for God's use we will begin to develop eyes to see as He
sees. The things and people that concern him will concern us. God is faithful. If we will be
available to Him he will use us beyond our natural abilities. If we will care about people and
be available to Him He will bring people into our paths for us to minister to.

I was at the fuel counter. The gal on the other side was looking at an apartment guide. I
commented about it. She said, "Yes, I'm looking for an apartment to share with my sister." I

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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knew she was married.
I said, "Is that a good thing?"
She said with tears in her eyes, "My husband left me".
I said, "I'm sorry; is there a possibility of you getting back together?"
She said, "No, it's permanent" (They have since reunited).
There were drivers behind me waiting to pay for fuel. I didn't have time for much

ministry. I reached across the counter, took her hand and said, "God bless you".
She was ministered to by that simple handclasp.
Mary's husband left her.
Be available and ask God for a concern for others.

Finally, allow me to suggest that if you have a concern for others and you minister to
others you need to keep your own well full. If we are constantly giving out and never
replenishing the well it will run dry. We will burn out. When I was director of men at the
homeless shelter I was told that directors of men burn out after five years. I was there for
eight years. I loved it but I needed to replenish often.

It is so easy to do work for Him without being with Him. Our spirits need to connect and
refill by regular communion and fellowship with God and His Word. In Mark 6:31 Jesus
tells the disciples, Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a

while.6 Jesus knew the important principal that for us to be effective in His service we
need to spend time renewing our inner man.

I am arrested to read several times in the gospels that Jesus withdrew to spend long hours
alone with His Father. He was the sovereign God of the universe, but He needed to renew
His Spirit by fellowship and communion with His Father.

Our schedules are so full that often we need to be inte ntional about carving out blocks of
time to be with Him.

I have found it helpful to use some of the devotional books and books of prayer. Not that I
can't pray without the m, but I find it helpful to pray with the great men and wome n of faith.

Richard Foster's books are wonderful:

6The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
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Celebration of Discipline
The Prayers of Richard Foster
and Prayer are just a few of them.

Please don't call me a hairy tick, but I enjoy The Book of Common Prayer and the worship
books of the Northumbria community.

These and other books can turn our thoughts and prayers Godward.
Of course we must not neglect God's Word the Bible. Don't be afraid to use different

translations.
CDs and tapes of Scripture are excellent ways to saturate your mind with God's Word.
As you fill the well of your soul it will naturally bubble out and bless others.

As I close I think I hear someone saying, "That's f ine for you, chaplain, but I'm not
ministering at the busy truck stops."

Allow me to suggest that these principles will work for you wherever you are.

Let's review them again:

• We need to know Christ as Savior before we can be a blessing to others.
• We need to understand that our power comes from God.
• We need to ask God to provide resources to bless others.
• Pray for "divine appointme nts" with people we can minister to.
• Walk in the Spirit.
• Be available.
• Keep the well full.

It's incredibly exciting to be God's agent in blessing others. May God richly bless you all
as we serve Him together.

White Oak 2009
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