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Are You a Duck That Obeys?

Very simple message, nothing new; We are family tonight. I'd like to share from
my heart.

There was a flock of Ducks that lived on the farm.
They had flown in many years before and the farmer was

kind and didn't hunt and only occasionally took a few eggs.

Every year the ducks talked about flying off into the blue
southern skies but time passed and the old ducks died and new
generations of ducks were born. The farmer took to feeding the
ducks grain and taking more eggs and soon they were farm

ducks. The ducks got real comfortable. They had their cozy
little homes and plenty of food. Why they even started a little
Church. They called it the "flock."

They would gather to hear rousing sermons by an old drake.
He would preach his heart out. He would tell them, "God didn't
intend for ducks to waddle around a farm. God made ducks to
fly. To soar into the heavenlies. To fly above the earth. To eat

the wild grains. and to enjoy the wonder of creation."

The ducks loved it. They would "quack" out loud. They
would "honk". Some the young mallards even cried out, "Get
Down, Old Drake."

When the sermon was over the ducks would file out the
door and give the pastor the right wing of fellowship and they
would say things like, "Great sermon, Pastor. Why I almost felt

like I was flying. Just great. You preached the truth today. We
need more sermons like that." And then they waddled home.
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Even as the great flocks flew overhead. Even when the

honking of the Canada Geese filled the skies. They waddled on

home, heads down, looking for a piece of grain here, a grub
there.

Waddling on home.

I think tonight we can learn some lessons from the story of the ducks.
We are part of a very conservative congregation.
We pride ourselves in the fact that we follow the NT distinctions which much of

Christendom has abandoned today.
Part of our heritage is following traditions that are different from mainline

Christianity.
We say as a matter of principle that the NT is our creed. We shun creedal

statements such as other Christian groups use. We simply, and very properly, say
that the NT in its entirety is our creed and the guide from which we take our
moral choices.

This is all good, and if applied correctly to our hearts should result in holiness,

separateness, and Christlikeness in our lives.
Unfortunately, I think that sometimes it is so easy for us to miss the mark of

holiness, separateness and Christlikeness.
Like the ducks, we say "Our fathers lived holy, Christlike lives; that is a worthy

goal. We should live lives like that."
Then sometimes some of us live our lives in ways that do not measure up to

their examples.
We come to church and hear sermons on love, grace, forgiveness and humility.

We agree that what the preacher said is true.
We say, "Great sermon" "We could fly".
Then we waddle on home and forget about flying. And we live our lives the way

we always did before.

Sometimes, instead of
love, grace, forgiveness and humility,
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our lives demonstrate an attitude of willingness to assume the worst about

each other. Sometimes instead of grace and love there is a tendency to talk among

ourselves about others in a way that leaves the issue unresolved and even makes it
worse.

Sometimes we do this talking among ourselves without having checked the facts
with the person or persons we are talking about.

Please don't turn me off. It is not my desire to single out any of us. I recognize
that all of us probably need this message. I confess that there are times when it
applies to my life. I also recognize that some of you may be doing a very good job
in these areas. I think like Peter we can all use the stirring up of our minds by way

of remembrance and review. Lets allow God's Spirit to speak to our hearts as we
walk through three very familiar passages of Scripture.

I would like for us to be "ducks" that not only say "Yes, preacher, that's what
the Word says", but for us to be ducks who are "doers" of the Word we hear.

My good friend James says, "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

your own selves."1
In this text James gives us three important lessons:

1st...He simply says, "Obey the Word".

When we read a clear command in God's Word, it's not open for discussion; it's

not up for a vote.
It's not a matter of your and my feelings about that Scripture.
James says, "Don't argue!" "Don't ignore" "Don't rationalize!"
Just do it!" "Just obey!"

2nd, James tells us that like the ducks, it is possible to hear the Word and then
to dismiss it without doing it. We may even say we agree with it, but we don't do
it.

James tells us thirdly, that if we do this we deceive ourselves.

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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James knows it is possible for us to think we are obedient because we

rationalize, or find exceptions as to why the particular Scripture does not apply to
our lives.

James says bluntly, if we hear and don't do, we deceive ourselves.

There are three passages of Scripture which the Lord has laid on my heart for
us this evening.

This lesson is for me tonight as well as each of you. None of us is without sin in
our lives.

All of us have blind spots. We need to remember that what we read into
situations may not always be the facts. It is so important that we...

I Assume the best

II Check with the person we have the question with
III Don't talk to others about it.

Turn with me to Matt. 18.

NASB:

15 “If y our brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to y ou, you havewon
your brother.

16 “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with y ou, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO
OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CON FIRMED.
17 “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

18 “Truly I say to y ou, whatever y ou bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever

you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.2

KJV:

15Moreov er if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16But if he will not hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17And

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but ifhe neglect to hear the church, let him be

unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18Verily I say unto y ou, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 3

The Message:

This passage is one of our most sacred icons. We teach its concepts to all our
new converts.

Sadly, many times we don't follow its simple teaching.

I believe if we would follow them. If each one who had a problem would only go
to that person. If each of us who were approached would be gracious and open, we
would solve almost all of our problems.

Several tips:

The passage clearly says go to your brother in private.
The passage imples a willingness to be heard.

The passage clearly lays out the process if the appeal is rejected.
We should pray much before we go.
We should be humble.
We should follow the teaching of the passage.

It is not always easy, but we will be blessed and we will be pleasantly surprised
at how often the problem is resolved when we handle it God's way.

Turn with me to Phil. chapter 2. This is one of my very favorite passages.

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Read vv. 2-8

NASB:

1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,
2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit,
intent on one purpose.
3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as
more important than y ourselves;
4 do not merely look out for y our own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
5 Have this attitude in y ourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of
men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. 4

KJV:

1If there be thereforeany consolation in Christ, if any comfort of lov e, if any fellowship of the Spirit,

if any bowels and mercies, 2Fulfil yemy joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. 4Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the

things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man,

he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.5

The Message:

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In this beautiful passage, Paul is pleading with the Philippians

to live in harmony,

to lay aside their discords,

to shed their personal ambitions and their pride and desire for prominence and
prestige

to have a humble, selfless desire to serve, which was the essence of the life of

Christ.

Paul opens with five great appeals to unity in verses 1-2:

1 We are all in Christ. (Since there is encouragement in Christ)
2 The power of Christian love (Since there is consolation of love)
3 The sharing in the Holy Spirit (Since there is fellowship of the Spirit)
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4 Human compassion (Since there is human compassion and love)
5 A personal appeal from Paul: Paul cannot be happy if he realizes there is

disunity among the Brethren. (...make my joy complete by being of the same mind...6)

What a Christlike church we would have if each of us took this passage seriously
and practiced it in our daily lives!

Turn with me now to Romans chapter 12. Brother Jay Waggonner would often
read this passage when I went with him on the deacon visits.

In vv. 9-21 Paul gives us many "tips" on living a Christlike life:

NASB:

9 Let lov e be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
10 Be dev oted to one another in brotherly lov e; give preference to one another in honor;
11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, andweep with those who weep.
16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the
lowly. Do not be wise in y our own estimation.
17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, beat peace with all men.
19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILLREPAY,” says the Lord.
20 “BUT IFYOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIMA DRINK; FOR IN SO
DOIN GYOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.”

21 Do not be ov ercome by evil, but overcome evil with good.7

KJV:

9Let love bewithout dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleaveto that which is good. 10Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11Not slothful in
business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing
instant in prayer; 13Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 14Bless them which
persecute you: bless, and curse not. 15Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weepwith them that weep.
16Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.
Be not wise in your own conceits. 17Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the
sight of all men. 18If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 19Dearly

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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beloved, avenge not y ourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I
will repay, saith the Lord. 20Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, givehim drink: for
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21Be not ov ercome of evil, but ov ercome evil with
good. 8

The Message:

William Barkley translates Romans 12:9-16:

1 Your love must be completely sincere.
2 Hate that which is evil and cling to that which is good.
3 Be affectionate to one another in brotherly love.
4 Give to each other priority in honour.
5 Do not be sluggish in zeal.
6 Keep your spirit at boiling point.
7 Seize your opportunitites.
8 Rejoice in hope.
9 Meet tribulation with triumphant fortitude.

8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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10 Be persevering in prayer.
11 Share what you have to help the needs of God's dedicated people.
12 Be eager in giving hospitality.

Here Paul gives us 12 "tips" for Christian living that should be part of our lives.

1. Sincere Love

• No hypocrisy
• No play-acting

• No ulterior motive

We can give affection to gain something in return. This is selfish love to gain
more than to give. Christian love is pure and sincere, thinking only of the benefit

to the object of one's love.

2. A Hatred of Evil, A Clinging to the Good

Barkley says one security against sin should be our hatred of it, our being
shocked by it.

Paul uses very strong words.
Our hatred of sin should be passionate.

Our love of the good should be passionate.
Barkley points out again a very true fact—Many times our hatred of sin is for

the consequence of being caught and not for the evil itself.

3. Brotherly Love

Paul uses here the word for family love. We must always remember God is our
Father; Christ is our brother. We are brothers and sisters, members of the family

of God. This should impel us to genuine brotherly love toward our brothers and
sisters in the family of God.
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4. Priority of Honor

Trouble in the body almost always comes when one of us has our feelings hurt
over rights, privileges and prestige.

Someone doesn't get his/her proper place.
Someone is neglected or unthanked.

Humilty is the cure for this. We must remember that we have no rights, only
duties.

Surely we should all follow the principles of honor, respect and love outlined in
these verses, but none of us has the right to create disunity because we haven't had

our rights met.

5. Zealous

Paul urges us to an intensity in our Christian walk.
There should be no room for lethargy in our lives. The NAS translates

"diligence".
The world is on a collision course against the values we hold dear.

Time is short; Eternity is long; Souls are perishing without Christ.
We need to be zealous and burning hot in our Christian walk—

6. Fervent in Spirit

Barkley says "Keep your spirit at boiling point." Remember, Jesus could not
stand a lukewarm Christian. In Rev. 3 he says "...you are neither cold nor hot..."9 "...Iwill

spit you out of My mouth."1 0

Today's battle cry is "I couldn't care less." Someone has said the definition of
apathy is "I don't know and I don't care."

This attitude is not "fervent in spirit".
The Christian should be a man or woman desperately in earnest; a flame for

Christ.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 0The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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7. Serving the Lord

Seizing the opportunity...
Two possible meanings:
"Serve the Lord" or "Serve the Time"

There are manuscripts with both readings. The word for Lord and the word for
time were abbreviated the same way. The word was pronounced the same, so when
scribes were taking oral transcriptions, they heard the word the same for Lord or
time. The scribe wrote what he heard.

In context, Paul is probably saying something like, "Seize your opportunities as
they come." Life presents us with all kinds of opportunities...

To do something good.
Not to do something bad.

Help a brother or sister.
Serve the Lord.
Speak a word for Christ.
Confess a sin.

Forgive a wrong.
One of the tragedies of the Christian life is that we let these opportunities pass

us by.
Someone has written,

Three things come not back:
The spent arrow,
The spoken word,

And the lost opportunity.

8. Rejoice in Hope

The Christian should be a person of hope. One who realizes that no matter
what our lot is here, the best is yet to be. God's grace is sufficient for all trial. Our
hope is in the future with God.
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9. Perseverance in Tribulation

Someone said to a gallant sufferer, "Suffering colours all life, doesn't it?"
The sufferer replied, "Yes, but I will choose the color."
When Beethoven began to descend into the dreadful tribulation of complete

deafness, life seemed to be a complete disaster. Beethoven said, "I will take life by
the throat." That is perseverance in tribulation.

The three Hebrew children were cast into the fire. Nebuchadnezzar, looking
into the furnace, said, "Didn't we throw three men into the furnace? There are

four, and the fourth is like the son of the gods."
Even this pagan king recognized the form of Christ. A man can meet anything

when he meets it with Christ.
We need to remember Christ is with us no matter what the trial.

10. Perseverance in Prayer

It is a very simple fact that when we fail to pray we deprive ourselves of the

strength of Almighty God.
Barkley observes, "No man should be surprised when life collapses if he insists

on living it alone."
Probably none of us will get to heaven regretting that we prayed "too much".

11. Sharing With Those in Need

In a world concentrating on "getting", the Christian should be concentrating on

giving.
The Christian knows that what we keep we loose. And what we give we have. It

is so easy to think of our "stuff" as ours and to forget that it's all God's. We are
merely stewards of it. It all belongs to our Master.

12. Hospitality
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Some of us are very good at this. In the East, at the time of Christ, hospitality

was considered to be a sacred duty.

It was considered a great honor, privilege and duty to entertain guests.
The New Testament is full of teaching on this.
When Tyndale translated his NT into English, he used a magnificent word for

hospitality. He said the Christian should have a harborous disposition. This is the

picture of a ship battered by the storm finding safety and comfort in the harbor.
There behind the safety of the breakwaters it can rest securely.
That is the picture Tyndale used for the hospitality of the Christian.
A home can never be happy when it is selfish.

Christianity is the religion of the open hand, the open heart, and the open door.

Brothers and sisters, I submit to you that if each of us followed the 12
principles outlined here, the body of Christ (the church) would be energized with

unity, love and service for our blessed Master.

Before we close, let's look at a few self-examination questions for each of us:

• Am I willing to obey the Scripture's teachings in the passages we examined
this (morning/evening)?

• Am I willing to assume the best about my brother/sister?
• Am I willing to confirm the facts with the people involved before sharing it

with anyone else?
• Will I be open to my brother/sister when they come to me about a problem?
• Will I forgive; will I make every attempt to reconcile differences between my
brother/sister?

For hundreds of years the fogs of London were notorious. They were caused by
millions of fireplaces in London which burned dirty coal and peat. The smoky fires
resulted in massive air pollution, smog and fog. For years, no one did anything

about the situation. Hundreds of people were sickened; Many died. People simply
accepted it as normal. Then in the 1950s, in a single night, 4,000 people in
London died from respiratory problems associated with a particularly thick fog.
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After the terrible night of death, the British legislature passed laws which

made the use of those types of fuels illegal.

It took several years, but the problem was solved. Today those fuel-induced
smoggy fogs are not part of London's daily life. For hundreds of years they knew
what caused the problem. Many 1,000s of people died over those years.

It was not until laws were passed addressing the problem that it was solved.

The lesson should be obvious to us. We know what the text says. We know our
Master says, "If you love me, keep my commandments."

We know our brother James says it does no good to know the Word if we don't

do what it tells us.
The question for you and me tonight is, Will we do what the Bible tells us to, or

will be go on doing what we want to do?
The answer to that question is very important to our spiritual health and to

our eternal destiny.
There is a sobering Scripture in The Book of Numbers chapter 15, verses 27-31

from the updated New American Standard Bible:

27 ‘Also if one person sins unintentionally, then he shall offer a one year old female goat for a sin
offering.
28 ‘The priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who goes astray when he sins
unintentionally, making atonement for him that he may be forgiven.
29 ‘You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native
among the sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among them.
30 ‘But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is
blaspheming the LORD; and that person shall be cut off from among his people.

31 ‘Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken His commandment, that person
shall be completely cut off;his guilt will be on him.’”1 1

This Scripture talks about unintentional and intentional sins. It clearly teaches
that if we sin willfully, knowing that we are sinning, not in ignorance or by mistake,
that we are despising God's Holy Word and the penalty for our sin will be severe.

Let's resolve to be Christians who not only hear the Word but Christians who

gladly obey what it tells us to do.

1 1 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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MummertsDec. 29, 2002
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