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Bethel UMC / Newville CoB………………………………….John 4:1-14

Good morning.  We continue to minister to the drivers and employees at the three truck

stops east of Carlisle.

Volunteers are very excited to do the services.  Recently one of our supporting churches

invited me to speak about evangelism.

…why we don't do it

…how we should do it

…and some techniques for doing it.

Today I'd like to share a few tips I have picked up over approx. 50 years of ministry.  I am

far from an expert.  But the Lord has graciously allowed me to help Him in the harvest.  One

of the most important lessons I've learned over those years is that it's not about me.

It is about God the Holy Spirit arranging the divine appointments with those He has ready

and then He gives me (or you) the power and wisdom to know how to deal with them.

We will come back to this later, but first I'd like to look with you at why we don't do

evangelism.

What happens when one of you brothers or sisters runs across a fantastic deal?

You call or tell everyone you can.  "Go down to blank and pick up the great deal on

widgets!"

So why when you and I realize that we are in on the greatest deal of the century don't we

react the same way?

We have been rescued from a horrible pit.  Our feet have been placed on the solid rock.

We were lost; now we are found.

We were dead; now we are alive.

We know absolutely that without the savior we know and love they will die and go to

hell.

So why don't we tell 'em the good news?

Fear-

…might reject us

…might ridicule us

…might not be able to answer their questions.

There are 1,000 reasons.

But what's wrong with this reasoning?  Whose job is it to save a soul?
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God the Holy Spirit.

So when a kid's dad gives him a $10.00 bill and asks him/her to put it in the offering, does

it cause him/her pain?

Of course not; it's their daddy's money.  So if it is God the Holy Spirit's job to save those

souls, why do we get uptight?  It's His responsibility, not ours.

Now what is our job?

To be a witness.

What does a witness do in court?

He/she tells what he/she has seen, heard or felt.

Not a witness' job to pass sentence, to charge the jury.

…just to tell what he/she has seen, felt or heard.'

Once we realize:

It's not our job to save souls.

It's simply our job to be witnesses.

…we will feel a great sense of relief.

We can relax and simply tell what has happened in our lives since we've met Jesus.  No

need to memorize 100s of verses.  Just be real and build bridges to the lost and ask God to

give us opportunities to speak the good news to them.

Spoke about building bridges.  Paul Little says many times we spend all our time building

bridges and then we fail to go over them.

For too many years the church has sat inside the building saying, "We are in here; you all

are welcome to come in".

It will probably never happen until we as Christians begin to build meaningful friendships

with unsaved people.

Most Christians have only Christian friends.  It's ok to have Christian friends, but we need

to know that if we are not intentional about building bridges of friendship to those around us

who are not Christians their lives will not be touched for Christ.  Christ didn't say, "Sit in the

church".  He said, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature".  You don't

fish in the bathtub; you go where the fish are!  So it's our job to witness; it's God's job to save

them.

Realizing this should free us from the fear of witnessing.
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Let's think about some techniques for witnessing.

What happened to us?

Every Christian should develop a short testimony.  It should tell how your life was before

Jesus came and how it is now.  It should speak of the deep peace and joy and sense of

belonging that comes from being God's child… from knowing you are forgiven and on your

way to heaven.

When God the Holy Spirit gives you the opportunity you should share your testimony.

Maybe someone will complain about how unfair life is to them.

…maybe tell you how discouraged they are.  If it is true in your life, you can say

something like, "I used to feel like that till I met someone who changed my life.  Could I tell

you about Him?"

If you've never felt just like they are describing, you could say,

"I think I would have felt like that before I met someone who changed my life.  Could I

tell you about Him?"

I'm convinced one of the reasons many of us fail to witness is that we have never sat down

and developed a simple plan of salvation.

Something which has been helpful to me is the simple statement, "All People Just Must".

Say it with me.

If you take the first letters they form the acrostic:

A – All have sinned

P – Price on sin

J – Jesus paid

M – Must accept

We can use the acrostic as our outline to remember the main points of our gospel

presentation.

Obviously more to presentation, but this will give you confidence that you have the main

points memorized.

Don’t need to carry a Bible—just remember "All People Just Must".

The Roman Road is a helpful way to lead a soul to Christ.  It has 4 points, each supported

by a verse in Romans.
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Roman Road:

Rom. 3:10 - As it is written,  There is none righteous, no,

not one1

Rom. 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the

glory of God2

Rom. 5:12 - Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into

the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all

men, for that  all have sinned3

Rom. 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.4

Rom. 5:8 - But God commendeth his love toward us, in

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.5

Rom. 10:9, 10 & 13 -  9 That if thou shalt confess with thy

mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and

with the mouth confession is made unto salvation* 13 For

whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be

saved.6

Verses can be marked in your bible.

In the flyleaf write "see Rom. 3:10".

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 3:10 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
2The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 3:23 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
3The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 5:12 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
4The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 6:23 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
5The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 5:8 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
6The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 10:13 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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In the margin at Rom. 3:10 write "#1 – Rom. 3:23", etc. through to Rom. 10:9,10 & 13.

Then if you have the opportunity you can take a person through the four points by

referring to the verses you have marked.

Some will say, "Oh, I don't say anything—I'll let my life be my witness.  I'll be a silent

witness".

The problem with a silent witness is we will get the glory.  They will see us as a great

guy/gal.  But they won't know about Jesus.  We will be like the man who is desperately sick,

lying in the ward of sick people who can't walk.

One day the man finds out how to be well.  He comes back.  He walks with perfect grace

through the ward.  He does cartwheels.  They are tremendously impressed, but nobody gets

well, because he is a silent witness.

As we said before, the problem with a silent witness is everyone will say, "What a good

man/woman".

We will take the glory that would be our Lord's glory if they knew we are good/nice

because of Him, not because of us.

They will be tremendously impressed.

They will think we are incredibly nice.

Good—but Jesus will not be in the equation.

A good life/witness is critically important.  In fact we can talk all day; if our life doesn't

back it up no one will listen.  We can tear down years of witness by one minute of careless

living.

But they will never know our savior unless we articulate the message.

If Holy Spirit indicates, how to turn conversation to

Introduce spiritual things.

You might say, "May I ask you a question?

"Have you come to the place in your spiritual life that you have developed a personal

relationship with Jesus Christ?"

Not, "Are you a Christian? Believer?"
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Everyone has own idea of Christian/believer.

Question doesn't talk down to someone.

…assumes a spiritual interest.

Will get at the crucial question of do they know that Jesus is the only way to salvation.

If they answer no, you can say,

"May I tell you how I found that relationship?"

"Would you like to find out how I found that relationship?"

Then go into presentation of the gospel.  If they answer yes to the question "Have you

come to the place in your spiritual life that you have developed a personal relationship with

Jesus Christ?",

…you need to probe a bit to determine if they know that Jesus is the only way to

salvation.

You might say, "Could you tell me about it?"

If they say, "I've lived a good life".

"I've given in the offering".

"I've been good to my neighbor".

You might say, "Those are good things, but could I tell you what the Bible says about how

to find salvation?"

If they say no at any time you can ask if you can pray.  Hardly anyone will refuse.

Then pray the gospel.  Pray the 4 points.  All People Just Must.

"Lord, thank you that since we all have sinned you have provided salvation through Christ

who died for us.  Thank you that if we admit our sin, ask for forgiveness and accept Christ's

offer of salvation we can be saved.

"Please bless Joe/Susie and forgive us when we fail you.

"Amen."

You have presented the gospel; remember it is God's job to convict/save; it is your job to

witness.
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If Spirit prompts the person to respond be ready to present the gospel.

This whole process is very much orchestrated by the Holy Spirit.  He arranges the

meetings.  He gives the power to act.

Ask God to bring you a person who needs salvation.

Recognize that He sets the agenda.

I had prayed, "Lord it's been awhile since I've led a soul to you.  Please send me a soul

today".  Met lady at Flying J.  4 family members with cancer.  God answered my prayer—not

like I expected, but He answered.

Acts 4, vv 19-20:

19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the

sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 20 For we cannot

but speak the things which we have seen and heard.7

"cannot but speak"…Would to God that you and I would be so excited about what we

have seen and heard that we could not help talking about it.

Acts 4:13:

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they

were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of

them, that they had been with Jesus.8

They took note that they had been with Jesus.

Would to God you and I are so thrilled from being with our Jesus that we can't stop

talking about the good things we have seen and heard.

I met Cindy at the Love's truck stop.  She was filthy.  Her hair looked like when a dog gets

mange.  It was ragged, and I was afraid to look too close lest things would crawl out.

                                                          
7The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ac 4:19 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
8The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ac 4:13 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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She wanted to go to the drug store to get a prescription.

On the way I checked her soul.  She said she had accepted Christ as her savior.

I dropped her off at the drugstore.  Did some errands and an hour later came back.  She

wanted to go to the Sheetz store 8 miles away.  We started out.  I'm ashamed to say I was

thinking how fast I could get her out of my car.  I wondered if I should get some spray for

the car seat.

As we were driving she said, "Do you have any tracts?  I like to give them away".

I couldn't believe it.  She wasn't doing anything right.  I was anxious to get her delivered,

but she wanted tracts!  I had 3 Peace with God tracts.  I gave them to her and thought, "This

is amazing.  I'm worried about bugs.  She is thinking about giving out tracts."

May God help us to be faithful.
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