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Fathers' Day

When my oldest son was 16 we were driving through East Berlin. I was the licensed
driver in the passenger seat. There was some kind of celebration in town and there was a

police officer standing in the intersection by the Community Center.

Dave got confused or I gave incorrect instructions, but in any case Dave started to
pull into the intersection before the officer motioned for him to go. The officer became

very animated. He came over to the car and yelled something about you should not have

pulled up until I waved you through. Then he looked at me and said, "You are a bad
father." After some further fellowship he allowed us to proceed. That was appo. 15 years

ago, but we still use the "bad father" line whenever I do something funny or stupid.
That officer was totally out of line. He needed a course in people-handling skills badly.

But he brought up a valid point that each of us fathers should remember every day of our

lives.
We as fathers have been given the awesome responsibility / and privilege of molding

and shaping the young lives that God entrusts into our care for a few brief years. Our
influence and example will be very instrumental in determining the kind of people our

children will become when they reach maturity.

Very few who have had the privilege of being fathers can look back and say "I did it
100% right". Most of us would admit that there have been areas of failure in our

fathering experience. With God's help all of us can become better fathers.
Today I would like to examine with you for a short while some godly principles for

fathers. No one message could possibly cover everything, but we want to examine several

under the general heading of "A Christian father will be..."

1st, A Man of God.

A father who wants his life and his family's life to count for God must be a man of

God. It is no use trying to influence our children in godly principles if we don't take the
discipline necessary to walk with God. If we want to walk with God we need to spend time

with him.

We need to be in the Word often. We need to know what the Bible teaches about
issues we face in the family.

We need to drink deeply at the well of God's Word so God's Word and His principles
become a part of us and naturally flow out from us to our children.
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We can force our children to do what we demand while they are small, but they will

not catch the godly principles from our lives if we are too lazy or busy to be in the Word

regularly. When they reach maturity they will probably rebel if we forced their obedience
rather than showed them obedience by the way we lived.

It is so easy to say and to determine to do. It is very hard to do, because the devil

knows we will become more Christlike as we expose ourselves to His Word. He will do
everything in His power to interfere with our personal time in the Word.

A couple of suggestions:

A. Find a time that works for you.

Maybe in the morning. Maybe you are not a morning person. Maybe evenings will
work better for you. Try several times and find what works best for your temperament

and schedule.

B. Make it a definite habit and stick to it.

Once you determine a time that is best for you, do whatever it takes to make it
happen.

Some have said, "No devotions, no breakfast".
Some have made a vow with God to do it on a regular basis. Be sure you don't vow

frivolously. The Bible says "It is better that y ou should not vow than that y ou should v ow and not

pay."1

C. You may want to have an accountability partner.

Someone who you give permission to ask how you are doing at being consistently in
the Word.

This can be a powerful incentive if you know someone will be asking you how you are

doing. A man of God will be a man of God's Word.

Another way we can be men of God is to demonstrate to our children a godly love for
their mother.

1 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We as husbands are commanded to "love our wives". We will make a powerful impact

on our children's lives if we practice sacrificial, godly, agape love for their mother.

Some practical ways we can do this are:

A. Never take her for granted.

She works hard to keep the house tidy, to train the children, to cook your favorite
meal. Mothers with young children are on 24-hour duty. Their sleep is interrupted.

There are messes to clean. There are a host of things to do and places to go.

Dads, show your appreciation. Compliment her on the tidy house, the good meal, the
extra effort. Tell her she looks pretty. Do this in the children's presence. We need to

remember that compliments without helping are pretty hollow.
We need to pitch in and help when we can. Change a diaper; wash the dishes; help

with the chores.

We need to demonstrate our love by helping. Show affection to the children's mother
in front of them. Let them see you being affectionate to each other.

Howard Hendricks tells how when he was a teenager he and a friend entered their

living room to find his mother and father kissing. Howard was embarrassed, but the
friend looked wistfully at them and said, "I don't even know who my Daddy is".

It goes without saying that any kind of domineering, abusive behavior is sinful and
very confusing to the children.

A man of God will love his children's mother.

A man of God will be a servant / leader.

It is so easy to be autocratic and dictatorial--to lay down the law and make demands.

A man of God will instead lead his family through his example of servanthood.
When our Lord wanted to teach servanthood to his ambitious disciples he poured

water into a basin, stooped and washed the sweaty, smelly feet of each of them. Then he
said, "I have done this so that you may do it to each other".

Servanthood is the opposite of selfishness. A man of God who is a servant leader will

care more for the needs and wishes of his family than his own.
He will gladly give up things he would like to have or do in order to spend time with

the family. You may think now that dirty diapers and runny noses will never end, but
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trust those of us who have grown children--They grow up so very quickly and are gone.
You will have time for your things later.

Children are very perceptive. They will see right through our hypocrisy if we teach
them to be servants and then are selfish ourselves. We will do great harm to their faith if

we are selfish and inconsistent.

None of us can be totally consistent, but we should make every effort to strive for
consistency in the way we live our lives. If our children point out inconsistencies we need

to listen, apologize and adjust our behavior.

A Christian father will be a man of God.

A Christian father will also be...

II. Open / Transparent with his family.

None of us are perfect. All of us make mistakes. We stumble and fall. We do things
that we are ashamed of.

When we do those things we need to go to God and ask for forgiveness. That's

relatively easy. We also must be willing to admit our failings to our family and ask for
their forgiveness. That's much harder to do, but so necessary.

We think it will make them loose respect for us if we allow them to see our failures.
Just the opposite is true. They know about them anyway. If we stubbornly refuse to

admit and ask for forgiveness we will confuse them. They will not respect us. There is a

powerful dynamic released when a father confesses and asks a child to forgive him. When
we do this we model the confession and forgiveness that should be part of our

relationship with God.
When our children see us being open and transparent with them it is easier for them

to be open and transparent with us and with their Heavenly Father.

If we refuse to confess and ask for forgiveness they may also have trouble dealing with
confession and forgiveness.

When I was at the mission I was struck by the fact that almost without exception, the
residents had fractured relationships with their fathers. There were many emotions from

indifference to total hatred toward their dads, but almost all of them had dysfunctional

relationships with them.
You and I as dads have the awesome responsibility of shaping our child's concept of

who God is and how He responds by the way we treat them.
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If we are loving and open with them, if we confess and ask their forgiveness, they will

likely gain that concept of their Heavenly Father.

The opposite is true. If we are hard and stubborn and refuse to admit and ask
forgiveness they will likely view God that way.

What a sobering responsibility, and you may be thinking, "It's too late. I've done it

wrong". Dads, it's never too late to start over by confessing and asking their forgiveness
and then asking God the Holy Spirit to help you to do better from now on.

A couple of practical suggestions:

A. Take time to listen.

When your child wants to talk, don't be too busy or too eager to do what you want to
do to listen to them. We can wound their spirits by not taking the time to listen to them.

We are told in Scripture to teach them when we sit, stand, walk, etc. Many times when

we listen we can turn it into a teaching moment if we take the time.

B. Be approachable.

Let your children know you are interested in how they are doing, that you are willing

to listen to them. As the children are growing up it's a great idea to do something with
them individually at times. Going for ice cream, taking walks, playing games all open the

way for listening and "teaching moments".

It goes without saying that you must be there with them.

Fix the Bike First

Dr. Howard Hendricks had come home from the University and had only

a few minutes to get dressed for a dinner speech that evening. As he drove
in the driveway, he saw his son anxiously waiting for Dad to come home

and fix his bike. Hendricks notified the chairman he would be late, slipped
on his old clothes, and worked on the bike. He was late for the dinner--but,

his boy--now grown--holds that as his fondest memory.

Our schedules are crammed with many good things, but while our children are

growing up we need to make it a priority to be available to them.
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It is tragic to see dads who lose their families because they were too busy or selfish to

spend time with them. We all have probably heard of some famous or influential leader

who has won many converts to Christ only to lose his own children to Satan because he
neglected them.

A Christian father will be "a man of God".

A Christian father will be open / transparent.

And now, a Christian father

III. Will discipline firmly / with love.

Firm, loving, fair discipline is at the very heart of shaping a child's life for God.

Properly done, discipline will mold those young lives into obedient, loving followers of

God's way.
It is so very important, but sometimes we get it wrong. Scripture gives us several

examples of discipline done wrong. In the OT example of Eli we have a tragic story of a

very godly man who raised two very ungodly sons. The sons were guilty of many gross
sins. Their lives were a mockery to God. This was made all the worse by the fact that

they were serving Israel as God's priests. The very men who should have been serving
Israel and setting the moral tone for them were instead guilty of gross sin.

Now we weren't there and the Bible isn't real explicit about what the problem was, but

reading between the lines we can surmise that while Eli was a very godly man, he was
probably a poor disciplinarian. Probably when his boys were growing up and got into

trouble Eil told them, "There, now boys, that's not the way to behave". But there probably
were no consequences for their behavior. This probably continued until they were sinning

with impunity and Eli's words or whishes had no effect whatever.

The tragic result of Eli's failure to discipline was that God allowed Eli and his two sons
to die and the ark of the Lord was taken by the Philistines.

The tragic story of David and his sons is another example of discipline done poorly.

David was a man of God, but he had a blind spot when it came to dealing with his sons.

We recognize that David's troubles started when he took a second look at Bathsheba.
After his great sin with her and Uriah her husband, David's son Amnon raped his half-
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sister Tamar. The Scripture says that David was very angry. But apparently he didn't do
anything about it.

Tamar's brother Absalom saw the inactivity of his father and took matters into his
own hands. He murdered Amnon.

After Absalom killed Amnon he fled. For three years he was away from his father

David. Joab used a wise woman to plead with the king to reconcile with Absalom, and
finally David consented to have Absalom brought back. Then he made him wait two more

years before he met with him. Because of David's lack of discipline and reconciliation,
Absalom plotted against him, took the kingdom, and tried to kill him.

What a series of tragedies that started with David's sin and was compounded by his

lack of discipline and refusal to reconcile with his son.
What an incentive for us to, with God's help, do our best to discipline correctly.

A few general guidelines on discipline:

A. Never discipline in anger.

This is so important. If you are angry you are not in control. You will do and say

things you will probably later regret.
The tragedy of harsh-spoken words is that once uttered they cannot be taken back.

We can ask for forgiveness, but we can never erase the hurts. They may end up hurting
and wounding your loved ones for years to come. When we are angry we need to wait to

deal with discipline until we have calmed down enough to be in control.

The whole subject of anger is another topic, but let's just say now that if you have a
chronic anger problem you need to confess and forsake it. It may be necessary to get

help to learn to deal with the anger, but Scripture is clear that uncontrolled anger is
sinful.

B. We must remember that every child is different, has a different temperament and
will require his/her own method of discipline.

This is one time where you definitely do not want to treat all your children alike.

One child may be sensitive and respond very quickly / easily to discipline. Another

may be more strong-willed and will require more directed discipline. It is our
responsibility as dads to observe our children and figure out their temperaments and

apply appropriate discipline. Years ago when I was working in New York state I had two
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workers to supervise. One was a giant of a man well over six feet tall. He was rugged and
strong. The other was a skinny little man about five feet six inches tall.

When I had to correct them there was a huge difference between them. The big guy
was gentle as a pussycat. If I raised my voice he became very disturbed. To correct him I

simply had to point out his mistake and explain what was needed.

The other guy needed a very in your face approach to be told about his mistake. If I
would have used the same methods to supervise the two men the results would have been

disastrous.
Just so we need to use appropriate discipline for each of our children.

C. Remember the importance of example.

It will be very hard to establish worthwhile discipline with your children if they see
you being inconsistent in the way you live.

If they see you treating their mother with disrespect,

If you are living a lie by engaging in sinful behavior which you are telling them to be
quiet about.

If our children see us living with major inconsistencies in our lives and we do not

confess and stop the inconsistent behavior, they will probably be stunted spiritually. They
may gain an incorrect concept of God as their father.

D. It is probably a personal thing, but I don't think it's best for a mother to always

say, "You wait till your Father gets home"

There may be sometimes where that is appropriate, but I think the discipline should

be shared by Dad and Mom. Dad, as spiritual leader in the home, should set the tone and
take the lead, but if discipline is required while he isn't there Mom should be able to

administer the discipline.

Be sure you and your wife are of one mind about discipline. Children can cause
disaster by playing one against the other if we let them.

Good, open communication with your spouse is the key to avoiding that pitfall.
Fathering is hard. God doesn't always explain why He wants us to obey. We may not

always understand, but He does expect us to obey.

If we know God is speaking to us,
If we know God's Word says what we are doing is sinful or inconsistent, we have only

one option / obedience.
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The devil's way is to argue, to rationalize; to figure out why that Scripture doesn't

apply to us.

Obedience is so key to fathering and to a loving relationship with Christ.
We will never know an intimate walk and fellowship with Christ or be Christlike

examples to our families if we willfully, deliberately disobey Him.

We have looked at three characteristics of a Christian father:

A Christian father

1st, he will be a man of God .
2nd, he will be open / approachable.

3rd, he will administer firm / fair / loving discipline.

H.B. London, Jr. from Focus on the Family wrote the following specifically for pastoral

families, but it can be applied to all our families.

Quote,

I listened yesterday as one of my colleagues at Focus on the Family told

about his son's kindergarten graduation. He said that, as he watched his first-
born walk across the stage and receive his diploma, he could not help but

wonder what the world would be like 12 years from now when he graduates

from high school.
This is the season for graduations. It is a time when we as parents reflect

back on the lives of our children and grandchildren and ask, "Where did the
years go?" It seems life is on fast forward these days, and the values we teach

and the traditions we set must compete with all the other influences in the

world. That is why the words of Joshua are so appropriate for our generation,
"As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord" (24:15).

Children of the clergy are not exempt from the "real word pressures." In
fact, if our experience in the Pastoral Ministries department at Focus on the

Family is accurate, they are at great risk. Satan would like nothing more than

to weaken the fiber of the clergy home by causing division and turmoil. We
must be on the alert for his cunning attacks.
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I urge you to celebrate with your children. Honor them, love them, teach

them and even discipline them. While we respect your most precious calling --

to lead the church -- we also encourage you to serve as an example to your
children. "Train up a child..." (Prov. 22:6).

End of quotation

Example

There are little eyes upon you,

and they're watching night and day;
There are little ears that quickly

take in everything you say.
There are little hands all eager

to do everything you do;

And a little boy who's dreaming
of the day he'll be like you.

You're the little fellow's idol;
you're the wisest of the wise;

In his little mind, about you
no suspicions ever rise;

He believes in you devoutly,

holds that all you say and do,
He will say and do in your way

when he's grown up just like you.

There's a wide-eyed little fellow

who believes you're always right;
And his ears are always open,

and he watches day and night;
You are setting an example

every day in all you do,

For the little boy who's waiting
to grow up to be like you.
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