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Feeling God's Love

I spoke recently with a person who told me something that surprised me very

much. This person told me, "I don't feel God's love toward me."

This person and I have shared conversations in the past in which I was told that

there were deep hurts and dysfunction in their past which cause them to struggle

with relationships in their life.

If this person would be introduced to you and you would get to know them, you

would be surprised at that statement. This person is very attractive, appears to

have a stable marriage, has a deep spiritual walk with God. Their personality is

very vibrant and outgoing.

Outside, this person seems to have everything going for them but inside they

struggle to feel God's love.

This caused me to do some digging. Today I'd like to explore with you some

thoughts about giving and receiving love with a special emphasis on receiving God

the Father's love. This will not be as "neat" as some messages. It will not be three

points, but rather, some hopefully connected thoughts and teaching about love. I

hope it will be helpful.

The first concept we want to examine is our relationship to our dads.

Psychologists tell us that the way we view God the Father is very much related

to our relationship with our earthy father.

If our earthly father was stern and authoritarian, we will likely view God that

way. If our earthly father was open, transparent and loving, we will likely see God

as having these qualities.
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Dads, we have the awesome privilege and responsibility of shaping the God-

consciousness of our children. We can give them healthy feelings about God by

being open, honest and consistent in our dealings with them. None of us are

perfect. When we mess it up, it is so important for us to go to our children and

ask for their forgiveness.

If they see us modeling transparency and humility in our relationship with

them and God, they will have a powerful model to follow.

If they see us being inconsistent, dishonest, selfish or overbearing in our

relationships with God and them, they and their mother will be confused and they

may carry the hurt and confusion on into their adult lives.

Their view of God will be clouded by their inability to get past our inconsistent

lifestyle.

Dads, we have a heavy responsibility to model Christlike agape love to our

children and spouses.

Unfortunately, Dads, this isn't something that can be graded on a curve. If we

get it right a lot but there are areas of inconsistency in our lives which occur on a

regular basis, our children will probably remember and be affected by our

inconsistent behavior.

To get it right, we must ask God the Holy Spirit to show us the inconsistent

areas and then deal with them.

We need to go to our children and spouses and apologize and ask for their help

in holding us accountable in those areas.

Moms, you too have a very important role to play in developing your child's

concept of God. You too have to be open and transparent and, together with your

husband, model Christlike behavior before your children.

It is critical that we understand this principle of father-love. If we don't, our

relationship with God will be hindered.

It is important that we understand that we can move beyond a bad relationship

with our earthly father.
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If we understand the emotional hang-ups we have with our earthly dad and

take them to God in confession and restoration, we can get past this problem in

our spiritual perception of Father God.

Jesus' relationship with his Father is helpful to us as we try to understand our

relationship to God.

Jesus enjoyed a deep, personal, intimate relationship with his Father.

In the garden, under intense pressure, Jesus said "Abba! Father!"1. Abba is the

Aramaic word the Palestinian child would use to address his father.

It is a most intimate form of address, much like our "Papa" or "Dada".

It signified the closest possible relationship between the child and his dad.

This was how Christ addressed his Father.

The pitiful cry from the cross, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 2,
indicates the intimate relationship Jesus enjoyed with his Father.

As the sin of the world—my sin, your sin—was laid upon Chirst, God could not
look upon that sin and turned away from his beloved son.

The separation was frightening and terrifying to Christ, who was so intimate
with his Father.

We will look at this later, but this is one of the reasons you and I can know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that God loves us.

The infinite sacrifice he was willing to make for us speaks to us of his great love.
Have you thanked Him today?

Another concept we need to examine as we think about understanding God's
love is the fact that it is unlikely that we will ever receive more love than we give to
others.

It is only when we realize the enormous cost of our redemption and the great
sinfulness of our sin that we will begin to understand in a small way our Father's

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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love for us. It is very difficult for one to forgive another until he/she has some
understanding of what he / she has been forgiven from.

We were lost and bound for hell. We were "enemies" of God.
Because he loved us, he sent his only beloved Son to die on a cruel cross on the

town garbage heap.
Once we understand that, we will find it easier to love and forgive others.

We will find it easier to accept and feel our Father's love for us.
Let's now explore some reasons we know God loves us.

We will examine three:

1. The hymns we sing
2. The gift of God's Son
3. The testimony of God's Word

I. The Hymns We Sing

Over the years, great men and women of the faith have penned hymns that

point us to the fact of God's love for us. We will look at just a few of the many...

Frederick M. Lehman penned the following words:

The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell.
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell.

The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave his son to win:
His erring child he reconciled
And pardoned from his sin.

When years of time shall pass away,
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall,
When men who here refuse to pray
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On rocks and hills and mountains call,
God's love so sure shall still endure,

All measureless and strong,
Redeeming grace to Adam's race,
The saints and angels' song.

Could we with ink the ocean fill
And were the skies a parchment made
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade,

To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry.
Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky

O love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall for evermore endure

The saints' and angels' song.

James Rowe has written:

I was sinking deep in sin,
Far from the peaceful shore,

Very deeply stained within,

Sinking to rise no more;

But the Master of the sea
Heard my despairing cry,

From the waters lifted me—
Now safe am I.
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Chorus:

Love lifted me,
Love lifted me;

When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me.

****************

All my heart to Him I give,
Ever to him I'll cling,

In His blessed presence live,
Ever His praises sing.

Love so mighty and so true

Merits my soul's best songs;

Faithful, loving service too
To Him belongs.

John Walvoord writes:

Love was when God became a man

Locked in time and space without rank or place;
Love was God born of Jewish kin,
Just a carpenter with some firshermen.

Love was when Jesus walked in history—
Lovingly He brought a new life that's free;
Love was God nailed to bleed and die
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To reach and love one such as I.

***************

Love was when God became a man
Down where I could see love that reached to me;

Love was God dying for my sin—
And so trapped was I my whole world caved in.

Love was when Jesus rose to walk with me—

Lovingly He brought a new life that's free;
Love was God—
only He would try to reach and love one such as I.

****************

And Can It Be That I Should Gain?

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain—
For me, who Him to death pursued?

Chorus:

Amazing love! How can it be,

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies:
Who can explore His strange design?

In vain the firstborn seraph tries
To sound the depths of love divine.
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
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Let angel minds inquire no more.
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore;

Let angel minds inquire no more.

He left His Father’s throne above
So free, so infinite His grace—

Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!

’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

Still the small inward voice I hear,
That whispers all my sins forgiven;
Still the atoning blood is near,
That quenched the wrath of hostile heaven.

I feel the life His wounds impart;
I feel the Savior in my heart.
I feel the life His wounds impart;
I feel the Savior in my heart.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
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Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,

Bold I approach th’eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Bold I approach th’eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

******************

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless,
free!

Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me!

Underneath me, all around me, is the current of Thy love
Leading onward, leading homeward to Thy glorious rest above!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, spread His praise from shore to

shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, died to call them all His

own;

How for them He intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the
throne!

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, love of every love the best!

’Tis an ocean full of blessing, ’tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, ’tis a heaven of heavens to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to Thee!

*******************
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For God so loved the world
He gave His only Son

To die on Calvary's tree,
From sin to set me free:
Someday He's coming back
What glory that will be:

Wonderful his love to me

Truly our hymn-writers can help us to feel our God's love for us.

II. The Gift of God's Son

Possibly the most overwhelming mystery in God's revelation to us is that he
loves us. Not only does he love us, but he loved us so much that he was willing to

send His only Son to be born a baby, live as a carpenter, die a cruel death by
crucifixion and finally after 3 days rise again.

I have 2 sons and 2 grandsons. How could I pick one of them to die on a cross
to save the world? I could not pick one to die even though I would still be left with

three!
God had only one son. He loved him more than I can ever love my sons and

grandsons. Even though he had only one son, he freely gave him to die for us.
This is even more amazing when we think about who we were. We were lost

sinners. We were God's enemies. We were against Him, but His love for us was so
great that he made the sacrifice of his Son.

The Amplified Bible translates John 3:16-17:

16 For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave
up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings
to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal
(everlasting) life.

17 For God did not send the Son into the world in order to judge (to reject,
to condemn, to pass sentence on) the world, but that the world might find
salvation and be made safe and sound through Him.3

3The Amplified New Testament, (La Habra CA: The Lockman Foundation) 1999.
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What love! It goes beyond our human comprehension, but God's Word says it is

true.
John tells us about God's love in sending His Son in 1 John 4:9 and 10:

9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.4

The Scripture is clear. God's love for us caused Him to give His Son to save us
from our sins.

III. The Testimony of God's Word

The message of the hymns is great. They remind us of God's love. They are
not God's Word— They are men and women's words.

In the final analysis, it only matters what God's Word says. Fortunately, The

Scripture isn't silent on the subject of God's Love.
Our job is not to search and hunt for assurances of God's love, but to pick and

choose from the many Scriptures available to us.

Let's start with the passage we looked at in 1 John chapter 4...

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.
10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God
abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.5

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has
for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him.
17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in
the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
19 We love, because He first loved us.
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love
God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves
God should love his brother also.

6

v. 7 tells us that "...love is from God..."
v. 8..."...God is love."
vv. 9-10...God showed His love by sending His Son.

v. 11..."Since" God loved us— we should love one another
v. 12...We need to love one another. If we do, God abides in us and his love is

perfected in us.
v. 16..."God is love..."
v. 19..."We love, because He first loved us."
vv. 20-21...We can't love God and hate our brother.

Rom. 5:5-8:

5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man
someone would dare even to die.

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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v. 5...love of God is shed abroad in our hearts

vv. 6-7...Christ died for us.
v. 8...God sends (demonstrates) his love toward us

1 John 3:1:

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children
of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not
know Him.7

John 15:12:

“This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you."8

After we know what God's Word tells us about God's love, there are three very
practical things we need to do:

1. Accept God's Love

Love is a choice. We can choose by an act of our will to accept God's love. We

will begin to feel His love. The fact of God's love is not based upon our feeling it,
but upon what God's Word tells us about it.

Choose to accept God's love; Thank him for it; Revel in it; The feelings will come.

2. Love God

Psm. 116:1-2:

1 I love the LORD, because He hears
My voice and my supplications.

2 Because He has inclined His ear to me,

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live.9

The hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus gently chides us for failing to come
to God in prayer.

It's difficult to maintain friendship and love with a human friend if we fail to
communicate with them.

As we spend time with God, we will become more and more intimately
acquainted with Him. As we express to him our love for him, it will be easier for us
to feel his love for us.

3. Love Others

In Mark 12:31 Jesus said the second commandment was to love your neighbor
as yourself.

We cannot love God without loving others.
Forgiveness is one way we can love others.
Treating everyone the same and not showing favoritism is another way we can

show love.

Loving others also means helping them with our material things when there is a
need.

Godly love is not defined in terms of feeling but in action. It is more than
telling someone you will pray for them. It is doing what you can to help. It may

mean inconveniencing yourself, putting aside your plans, opening your wallet or
doing with a little less.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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