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Galatians 3 vv 1-14…………..…………………………………………read 1-14

William Barclay writes of the letters of Paul, quote, "With very few exceptions, Paul's

letters were written to meet an immediate situation and not treatises which he sat down to

write in the peace and silence of his study.  There was some threatening situation, and he

wrote a letter to meet it"  (We will quote more of Barclay).  But for now the immediate

situation Paul was addressing at Galatia was legalism.  Someone has said that the letter to the

Galatians is like a sword flashing in a great swordsman's hand.  Paul and the gospel were

under attack.  If that attack were to be successful Christianity may have become just another

Jewish sect dependant upon circumcision and keeping the law instead of being a thing of

grace.  If Paul's enemies would have had their way the gospel might have been kept for Jews,

and you and I might have never had the chance to know the love of Christ.

It was probably not possible for a man with a strong, vivid character and personality like

Paul to avoid opposition.

You may recall the coup of 1983 which occurred in the Caribbean Island of Grenada.

Cuban-backed communists overthrew the government and installed a totalitarian

dictatorship.  Under martial law, the people of Grenada lost their freedom/liberty literally

overnight.  Over 100 dissenters, including 50 children, were rounded up and locked in the

fort of the capital city of St. George.

President Ronald Reagan quickly called on the military.  They struck in the middle of

the night.  Within a day, the island was free again.  The people of Grenada learned that

liberty is most precious when it is suddenly taken away.

Something like the coup in Grenada occurred in the first century church.  Jewish

believers—called Judaizers— invaded the Galatian churches and through legalism tried to

steal the people's freedom in Christ.  These Judiaizers said several things about Paul and his

message.

They said that:

1. Paul was watering down and cheapening the gospel by saying salvation is through

grace alone by faith in Christ.

2. They denied Paul's apostleship.

3. They said Paul's gospel of grace alone through faith would lead to lawlessness.
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In answer to these false charges we have the great Epistle of Grace, the Book of

Galatians.  In it we see Paul's emotions as he defends what to him is a life and death matter.

To Paul the matter of legalism, grace, and faith went to the very heart of the gospel.  Paul

recognized that if the Judaizers had their way, the Galatian Christians would lose their

freedom in Christ which he had worked so hard to bring into being.  Paul was horrified to

see the Gentile Christians, who had experienced glorious freedom in Christ, choose to go

back to the slavery of legalism and law.  They had come out of slavery to pagan gods only to

consider going into slavery to the law.

Paul saw correctly that if anything was added to grace through faith the cross of Christ

was stripped of its power and meaning.  If something else but the cross was required for

salvation, the cross was not complete.  The Galatians would loose the joy that came from

walking in the power of God the Holy Spirit.  Paul was mad!  Concerned!  Agitated!

Now with that background join me as I again quote William Barclay, quote,

One other thing we must note about these letters.  Paul does what most people

did in his day.  He did not normally pen his own letter but dictated them to a

secretary and then added his own authenticating signature… Sometimes Paul is

hard to understand, because his sentences begin and never finish; his grammar

breaks down and the construction becomes involved… We must think of him

striding up and down some little room, pouring out a torrent of words, while his

secretary races to get them down.  When Paul composed his letters, he had in his

mind's eye a vision of the folk to whom he was writing, and he was pouring out his

heart to them in words that fell over each other in his eagerness to help.

End of quotation

The Holman New Testament Commentary:

The Pure Gospel Stream

The gospel is like a pure stream.  Those who drink from it receive eternal life; but

when people add requirements to salvation that are unnecessary, the stream gets
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dirty.  The false teachers in Galatia were polluting the gospel by requiring the

Christians to obey Jewish law, especially circumcision in addition to believing Christ.

Many today would have us return to trying to earn God's favor through following

rituals or obeying a set of rules.  Whenever anyone tries to earn their salvation, they

are falling into the bondage of legalism.  Legalism pollutes the stream, changing it

from a pure, life-giving stream to a bitter, deadly-toxic stream.  When we try to earn

God's favor or eternal life, we are drinking from a deadly stream.

The Life Application Bible Commentary:

Two bank robbers in Sangus, Massachusetts, walked into a small delicatessen,

pulled out their guns, and demanded all the money in the cash register.  The owner

stashed all the money into a brown bag and laid it on the counter.  Nervously, they

grabbed the bag and fled.  Later, in a safe place they opened the bag to divide their

haul only to be completely surprised.  The bag contained two pastrami sandwiches

and a slice of baklava.  They couldn't believe it.  In their nervous haste they picked up

the wrong bag.

In the area of legalism and grace it is also easy to "pick up the wrong bag."

Legalism's bag has written on it "do."  Legalism has within it a long list of deeds one

must do to be saved.  It offers spiritual sandwiches that are low in nutriments.

Pastor and author Max Lucado gives a similar assessment of legalism when he

writes:

[Quote,]

A legalist believes the supreme force behind salvation is you.  If you look

right, speak right, and belong to the right segment of the right group, you will

be saved.  The brunt of responsibility doesn't lie within God; it lies within you.

The result?  The outside sparkles.  The talk is good, and the step is true.  But

look closely!  Listen carefully.  Something is missing.  What is it?  Joy.  What's

there?  Fear.  (That you won't do enough.)  Arrogance.  (That you have done

enough.)  Failure.  (That you have made a mistake.)  Legalism is slow torture,

suffocation of the spirit, amputation of one's dreams.  Legalism is just enough
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religion to keep you, but not enough to nourish you.  So you starve.  Your

teachers don't know where to go for food, so you starve together.  Your diet is

rules and standards.  No vitamins.  No zest.  Just bland, predictable religion…

In contrast to legalism stands grace.  The bag of grace has written on it the word

faith.  Under "faith" is written John 3:36, "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal

life."  In contrast to legalism, grace has no rules, code or ritual.  It is an invitation

directly from the heart of God simply to believe and receive.  It has no price tag.  Paul

states in another passage, "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast"

(Eph. 2:8-9).

Yes, legalism and grace are the two bags that rest on the counter of life.  While

the legalists may claim that their bag is full of wealth, in all reality, it is just an old bag

with some dry, spiritual pastrami and baklava.  The good news is that the wealth is

found in grace.  The bag of grace is full of forgiveness, joy, and eternal life.  Which

bag have you picked up?  Which bag is in your possession?  Legalism or grace?  It will

be a sad surprise to reach heaven's gate to find that your bag is full of worthless

legalism.  It will be a sad plight to enter eternity utterly destitute.  All religion, apart

from grace, is worthless legalism.  Beware!  Which bag is yours?

In chapter 3 vv 1-14 Paul makes three powerful arguments to show the superiority of

grace over law.

Argument #1:  The argument from experience.

ch. 3, vv 1-5

Argument #2:  The argument from scripture.

ch 3, vv 6-9

Argument #3:  Grace gives redemption and salvation; the law brings condemnation.

First:  The argument from experience.

Paul tells the Galatians they received the Holy Spirit and new life in Christ by grace.
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Paul says the Galatians entered into freedom in Christ by faith in his death and that the

Holy Spirit was given to them as a proof of their new life.  Are they now going to throw

away the freedom, in Christ, and return to the slavery of the law, to the folly of keeping the

law through their own efforts?

ch 3, v 1… O foolish Galatians… I told you that Paul was angry and excited.  In these

verses he uses some very strong words to express his shock and outrage at the behavior of his

converts in Galatia.

O foolish Galatians is a very strong phrase.  It could be translated, "You dear stupid idiots

of Galatia" or maybe "Oh Galatians who fail in the very first characteristic of the Galatians,

namely the ability to use their heads".

Paul is saying, "I cannot understand the stupidity of being saved out of the bondage of

paganism and then turning around and voluntarily going into the bondage of Jewish

legalism".

Paul was probably feeling like I do sometimes at the truck stops.  It seems like truck stops

are magnets for people who make bad choices.  Occasionally I will encounter persons who

show absolutely no good sense in their planning.  It may be a couple, badly needing a bath,

badly needing better clothing, usually with 4 or 5 huge bags and maybe a couple of dogs or

cats.  They may have been traveling with friends and had a fallout and got dumped at the

truck stop.  They can't go to a shelter because of the animals.  They can't carry all their stuff.

No driver in his/her right mind will give them a ride because of the lack of hygiene, the

pets and the number of bags.

I sometimes say, "What was your plan?"

"Oh, someone will help us out."

"Where were you headed?"

"Wherever."

It is very frustrating dealing with these kinds of issues.  Beyond getting them a meal or

maybe some personal supplies there just isn't much to do.

I think Paul was feeling this kind of frustration in chapter 3.  He just could not understand

the choices the Galatians were making.

Paul says, who hath bewitched you.  The word translated bewitched is used only here in

the NT.

Paul is talking about the popular metaphor of the evil eye.  Paul is saying, "You obviously

aren't using your heads.  What evil influence has you in its grip?"

Paul is not indicating his belief in the "evil eye".  He is simply saying they are acting like
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they have been bewitched.

The ancients believed the evil eye to be especially harmful to children.

They superstitiously believed you could protect against the "evil eye" by spitting in the

fold of your coat.

You could also protect yourself by wearing amulets (a small object worn to ward off the

evil spirits).

The amulet contained a miniature image of the male reproductive organ, showing its evil,

satanic and demonic nature.  The "evil eye" could harm one if its gaze was met.  Paul is

saying, "If you all would have kept your focus on Christ (where it belonged) you would not

have been tricked into believing in legalism."

Paul says, "I find it incredible that you could be tricked into not obeying the truth."

before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you1

The word picture is of putting up a placard to make a public announcement.  It speaks of a

father posting notice that he would not be responsible for the debts of his son.

Here it speaks of a public announcement proclaiming the fact that Christ has been

crucified.

This placard should have been enough to ward off the evil eye.  The words are in the

present tense.  Paul is saying Christ crucified, risen, ascended, who is now alive, whose

glorified body still bears the marks of the nails and the scars of the crown of thorns and who

is the living savior by virtue of His atoning work on the cross.

crucified speaks of a past event whose results still abide in the present.

Brothers and sisters, the cross is not just a past fact but a present reality daily felt by men.

v.2 Tell me only this one thing!  I rest my case on this argument alone—How did you

receive the Spirit?  Of course the answer was through faith in Paul's message of grace.  They

had come out of the bondage of paganism to the glorious liberty of Christ.

v. 3 "Made perfect"...To bring to the place where it is complete.  Describes a spiritually

mature Christian, one living a well-rounded, well-balanced, mature life.

"Flesh"...All the effort of the unsaved man, body, soul, and spirit controlled by his totally

depraved nature.

The OT has no provision for an indwelling, sanctifying Holy Spirit.  He came for special

tasks then was withdrawn.

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ga 3:1 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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The Judaizers were drawing the Galatians away from reliance on the Holy Spirit to the

demands of the law.

How foolish to think you can bring yourselves to a state of spiritual maturity.  Only the

Holy Spirit can do that.

Paul tells the Philippians that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform  [or

perfect] it until the day of Jesus Christ2

And to the Ephesians Paul writes, In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth,

the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with
the Holy Spirit of promise,

14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption

of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.3

It is the Holy Spirit who will bring us to a state of spiritual maturity.

v 4… Paul says, "Is everything you suffered for Christ to come to be in vain?  Are you

going to throw it all overboard?"  We don't know what suffering Paul refers to, but the book

of Acts contains numerous examples of the Christian's suffering.

Paul says, "if it really is in vain (I don't know whether to believe that you are really

deserting grace)."  He just couldn't believe it.

v 5… therefore… continues and emphasizes the thought of vv 2-3.

"Ministereth"..."To supply abundantly or bountifully", "liberally".  God the Father

through the Holy Spirit had bestowed miracle-working power upon certain members of the

church.  Also he was working to sanctify members of the church.  These were current works

of the Spirit.  Even though the Judaizers were hindering his work.  The point is the Galatians

still had the confirming working of the Spirit to show that salvation came through grace by

faith in Christ.  Paul says do these works/miracles come by law or grace(faith)?  They didn't

even know about law when they were saved!  Yet they were forsaking the gospel for a

system which had no evidences to prove its veracity.

In vv 6-9 Paul gives argument #2… the argument from scripture.

Paul says Abraham was saved by grace.  In vv 6-9 Paul goes to the OT to show that the

revered patriarch and father of the Jews depended on faith for righteousness.  Only those

                                                          
2The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Php 1:6 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Eph 1:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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with a faith like Abraham will be blessed by God.

Paul gives an extended treatment of this point in Romans 4:9-12:

9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we
say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised?
Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;
11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of
the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all
who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to
them,
12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham
which he had while uncircumcised.4

In vv 6-7 Paul says Abram's faith was counted as righteousness.

Abraham was justified by faith.  This is brought out in both the Old and New Testament.

In Gen. 15:1-6, Rom. 4:3 and James 2:23.

Paul says a man is not a Jew only because of birth but because of devotion to God.  The

real children of Abraham are not just his natural descendants but those who share his faith.

In Matt. 3:9 John the Baptist told the Jews, "Don't think you are God's children just because

you are Jews, just because you are children of Abraham."

Jesus tells the Jews in John ch 8, "You are not children of God but of the devil."

Today he might say, "Church membership, attendance and good works don't make you

children of God, but a heartfelt relationship with him."

v. 8… This was anticipated in the language of the covenant which had all nations in

view.  Abraham was faithful in the sense of being full of faith.  His justification is available to

all nations.  This is their promised blessing, not a guaranteed salvation just because they are

Jews.

In the final verses, vv 10-14 we see Paul's 3rd argument… Grace gives redemption and

salvation; the law brings condemnation.

                                                          
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 4:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Paul, having proved that physical descent does not guarantee salvation, now proceeds to

the other refuge of Judaism, the possession of the law.

v. 10 Faith brings blessings, but the law produces a curse, because you are never done

fulfilling its requirements (Deut. 27:26).

Curses is he who does not confirm the words of the law by doing them.

vv. 11-12   Not only is it impossible to be justified by law, but God uses another method

anyway (The just shall live by faith...

Hab. 2:4…

“Behold, as for the proud one,
His soul is not right within him;

But the righteous will live by his faith.5C

Rom. 1:17.. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is

written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”6

Paul is stressing that one can become just in God's sight only by faith.

v. 12 (Amplified): "But the law does not rest on faith—does not require faith, has

nothing to do with faith—for it itself says, he who does them (the things prescribed by the

law) shall live by them [not by faith].  Lev. 18:5

v. 13 Christ purchased our freedom at Calvary.  The law condemned us/Christ took

our curse by hanging on a tree.  Deut. 21:23 emphasizes the element of curse.  Christ, the

perfect one, took the place of the lawbreaker.  Even though he was perfect, he had to endure

the same penalty as any other who came under the curse of the law.

v. 14 What was the blessing of Abraham?  Justification.  Jesus Christ through his

death brought justification to the Gentiles.

Another blessing we receive is the Spirit through faith.

                                                          
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Hab 2:4 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 1:17 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Some lessons:

1. We must be diligent to never add any human "works" to the gospel of grace through

faith.

When we add even one requirement to grace we strip it of its power and meaning.

We are saying that Christ's work on the cross is not complete and needs help from us.

That is a dangerous and hypocritical position none of us every wants to be in.

2. The legalist believes he/she is responsible for salvation.

3. What a caring heart Paul had for the converts he had brought to Christ.

How you and I should try to disciple and train the new believers among us.

4. In life we can make good choices or poor choices.

Our lives will be ordered by the choices we make.  We need to think about our choices

and the consequences of those choices.

5. Satan cannot harm us if we keep our focus on Christ.

6. Jesus Christ has been crucified, risen and ascended.

His death provides for your and my eternal salvation.

7. Praise God for the indwelling, sanctifying Holy Spirit who lives within the believer.

Let's not resist Him when he tries to bring us to spiritual maturity.

8. You and I may be called upon to suffer for Christ's name.

9. None of us should rely on church membership, good works or anything we do in

order to merit salvation.
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We are saved by grace through faith.

10. Christ purchased our freedom at Calvary.

Are you grateful?

C. H. Spurgeon, the prince of preachers, tells a story about two men in a boat caught in

severe rapids.  As they were being carried swiftly downstream toward the perilous rocks and

falls, men on the shore tried to save them by throwing out a rope.  One man caught the rope

and was saved.  The other man, in the panic of the moment, grabbed a log that was floating

alongside.  It was a fatal mistake!  The man who caught the rope was drawn to shore because

he had a connection to the people on land.  The man who clung to the log was carried

downstream by the rapids...never to be found.  Faith is like grabbing the rope from shore; it's

our saving connection to Jesus Christ.  Good works, like grabbing onto the log, carry men to

their doom.

That is the point that Paul makes in Galatians 3.  In response to the Judaizers who

emphasize salvation by works, Paul clearly argues that faith in Christ is superior to obedience

to the law.  Paul knew that the message of salvation through grace by faith in Christ is a

saving "rope" that leads men to eternal life.  He also knew that salvation by works, which the

Judaizers preached, was a "log" that would carry anyone clinging to it to their spiritual death.
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