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The Greatest Mission Field in the World
John 4:1-10, 27-35

Mary Sue is a good Brethren housewife. She looks well to the things of her household.

She provides warm clothing, encouragement and plenty of good Pennsylvania Dutch

cooking.
Like many of you sisters, she is a great cook. With the holiday season coming, Mary

Sue decides to bake some pumpkin pies.

On the way to the market to buy eggs, she decides to stop at Wal-Mart for an item she
has needed for some time.

As she enters the store, she is excited to see a large sign which reads, "SPECIAL TODAY"
"LARGE EGGS 50¢ A DOZ."!

She can't believe her good fortune and purchases several dozen.

On her way to the market, she is startled to see smoke pouring out of a friend's house.
She runs to the front door and begins to pound on it to alert the family to the danger.

They are grateful and the fire company quickly brings the smoky fire under control.
As Mary Sue pulls on to the thruway, she sees an auto accident on the opposite side.

Running across the median, she is able to assist several of the victims before the medical

crew arrives.
Mary Sue has had a pretty busy morning, but as soon as she walks into the house she

begins calling several of her friends to tell them about the "great" bargain on eggs at Wal-
Mart.

As I thought about the mission emphasis for this service, I thought about rescue

missions, prisons and foreign and home missionaries.
I realized that missionaries and evangelistic workers often receive extensive training,

travel great distances and endure great hardships in order to do mission work. Then I
thought about how God has commissioned each and every one of us to the mission field. I

realized that the "greatest mission field in the world" is ordinary Christians personally

carrying the glorious good news of the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ to those
with whom they live, move and work.

Brethren and sisters, when Jesus said "Go ye into all the world..."1 and make disciples, He

wasn't issuing a suggestion. He wasn't intending to give us the option of yes, I'll go if I
feel like it. Jesus Christ in Matthew 28 was giving an imperative command.

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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He was saying the job of telling others about salvation through Jesus Christ is every

believer's responsibility.

But strangely, there appears to be a disconnect between our understanding of the
command and the impact our personal testimony makes on those around us.

Most of you know that our denomination is steadily losing members. In the early days

of the Church of the Brethren, our denomination grew explosively as individual members
impacted the lives of unbelievers and the Spirit drew them to Christ's body.

Our plain conservative churches are not doing much better. Several years ago I was
surprised to notice that when the tables were set for lovefeast at Mummerts, the last

bench on the brethren's side was not set.

This year I was shocked to observe that there were three empty benches on that side.
Like Mary Sue, we are eager to share bargains with our neighbors.

We are quick to help in disasters.
We are known as a people who are quick to share and help in a physical way, but sadly,

most of us are not sharing in a meaningful way the greatest bargain in the universe,

which is salvation through our blessed Lord and Savior.
I believe there are some reasons for that disconnect.

I would like to examine several with you today.

Some of you who have been in my classes at BBI may have heard most of what I will
say. Let's use this time as review to improve our technique of personal evangelism.

Before we look as some specific "hindrances," let's define personal evangelism...

Simple Explanation

"Communication the gospel"

More Complex Explanation"

"To present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to sinful people in order that
they may come to put their trust in Christ as their Savior and serve Him as Lord in the

fellowship of the local church"

Let's look at some reasons we don't do personal evangelism.

I. Fear
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Many of us are more than willing to talk to our neighbors about the weather, sports,

bargains, crops, etc.

But when the opportunity to say a word for our Savior comes up, we are gripped with
fear.

Some of the things we are afraid of:

They will ask a question we can't answer.
They may ridicule us. / reject us

We don't feel confident about our skills.

and many others...

Researcher George Barna offers another explanation for our fear of evangelism:

One dominant reason underlying the increasing reluctance of Christians to

share their faith with non-Christians pertains to the faith sharing experience
itself. In asking Christians about their witnessing activities, we have found that

nine our of ten individuals who attempt to explain their beliefs and theology to

other people come away from those experiences feeling as if they have
failed...The reality of human behavior is that most people avoid those activities

in which they perceive themselves to be failures. As creatures seeking pleasure
and comfort, we emphasize those dimensions and activities in which we are

most capable and secure. Thus, despite the divine command to spread the

Word, many Christians redirect their energies into areas of spiritual activity
that are more satisfying and in which they are more likely to achieve success.

There are several flaws behind those fears.

First is confusion of which role we are playing.
Many times we experience fear because we assume a task which isn't our responsibility.

Act 1:8 tells us clearly that God the Holy Spirit will empower us.

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto theuttermost part of the
earth."2

2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Jesus said in John 14:26,

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach

you all things, and bring all things to y our remembrance, whatsoev er I have said unto y ou.3

These scriptures clearly teach us that the "power" for personal evangelism comes
through God the Holy Spirit and that it is His job to teach us what to say.

We get fearful and try to do it in our own strength. God will never stop us from

assuming His job. He will simply wait while we mess it up in our own strength.
Does this mean we don't prepare, plan and try to think through a logical way to

present the plan of salvation?
Of course not. We are responsible to study, memorize and know the plan we are

presenting, but the responsibility for the power, remembering, and the response rests

with God the Holy Spirit.
When we remember that, we can relax and follow His direction without an inordinate

fear of failure.

Failure is another source of fear.

And again, I think it arises when we confuse God's and our responsibility. Success or

failure in personal evangelism is not getting them saved—That's God's job.
If that were true we would need to conclude that our Savior was a failure. Jesus did

not always win the people He talked to. He was simply a faithful witness for His Father.

Our job is simply being a witness to what we have seen and heard.
Most witnesses in the courtroom are not experts. Some are, but most are ordinary

people telling what they have seen, felt and heard.

You and I have seen, felt and heard wonderful things.
We have been drawn out of "a horrible pit". Our "feet have been planted on the Rock

Christ Jesus".
Many of us have been delivered from sinful habits or various illnesses or problems.

The most powerful witness we can give is simply being authentic before our pagan

friends and telling them what Jesus has done for us.
Authenticity is such a powerful witness.

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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If they see us messing up in some way and we go to them and say, "I'm sorry about

that. I should not have done or said that. Will you forgive me?", that is powerful.

Never try to bluff them by pretending you don't make mistakes or by trying to excuse
your slipups.

The pagan can sniff out a hypocrite a mile away.

So if we remember what is our role and what is God's role it should reduce our
debilitating fear.

II. I think a second reason we do not do personal evangelism is apathy.

Someone who was asked for the definition of apathy replied, "I don't know and I don't
care."

While many of us would not say that so boldly about our attitude toward the lost, we
really lack a deep sense of love and concern for the lost souls all around us who daily are

slipping into a Christless eternity.

We need to pray for a passion / love for souls.

We need to pray for God the Holy Spirit to give us opportunities to speak to others

about the Lord.
Then we need to take those opportunities when they come to us.

In 2 Kings 6, Elisha and his servant were surrounded by the enemy. The servant cried
to Elisha. Elisha prayed, "LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see."4

In John 4:35, Jesus looked at the Samaritans coming to Him and compared them to

fields ripe unto harvest.
We need to develop a passion / awareness of lost souls through observation and

prayer.

The fellowship of Christian Athletes asked Carl Sanders to speak. In the audience

there was a man who had been a famous quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys—His name
was “Hayseed Stevens.” With tears in his eyes he told Carl, “I want to tell you a story.”

“I had a young man working with me who was a high school football player. I

worked with him for several seasons, and he became a good pass receiver. I never shared

my faith with him, and one year I was convicted, and I determined that I would share my
faith with him before the end of the season.”

4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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By that time he was the leading pass receiver in the nation. He was drafted by the

Detroit Lions. Hayseed heard that the Detroit Lions were playing the Chicago Bears. He

decided to watch the game. As he watched he thought, “This season I’m going to share
Jesus with him.” With 2 minutes and 30 seconds left in the game the young man went out

for a pass. He made a beautiful catch, but he fell down hard on the frozen turf.

He got up, went back to the huddle, and Hayseed renewed his determination that
he was going to share Christ with him when the season was over. On the next play he

went out as a decoy; no one touched him, and then he slumped and fell on the field. They
came out with a stretcher and rolled him onto the stretcher. As Hayseed watched, he

prayed, “Lord, don’t let anything happen to him ‘til I have the chance to witness to him.”

15 minutes later the announcement came on national TV that he was dead.

Hayseed handed the evangelist a poem and said, “Read it as if it came from that
young man on the other side or from any one of the people you and I have failed to

witness to during our lives.” The evangelist read the following poem. As you listen,

remember that every 3 seconds someone dies.

My Friend

My friend, I stand in judgement now,

and feel that you’re to blame somehow.
On earth I walked with you day by day,

and never did you point the way.

You knew the Lord in truth and glory.
Never did you share the story.

My knowledge there was very dim.
You could have led me safe to him.

O we walked by day and talked by night,

and yet you showed me not the light.
You let me live and love and die—

You knew I’d never live on high.
O, you taught me many things, that’s true,

but I’ve learned now that it’s too late.

You could have kept me from this fate.
Yes, I called you friend in life—

trusted you through joy and strife—
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yet on coming to this end,
once again I cannot call you my friend.

Max Lucado writes,

...let a sinner repent, and every other activity ceases, and every heavenly
being celebrates.

...We don't always share such enthusiasm, do we? When you hear of a soul
saved, do you drop everything and celebrate? Is your good day made better or

your bad day salvaged? We may be pleased—but exuberant? Do our chests

burst with joy? Do we feel an urge to call out the band and cut the cake and
have a party? When a soul is saved, the heart of Jesus becomes the night sky

on the Fourth of July, radiant with explosions of cheer.
Can the same be said about us? Perhaps this is one area where our hearts

could use some attention.

Why do Jesus and his angels rejoice over one repenting sinner? Can they
see something we can't? Do they know something we don't? Absolutely. They

know what heaven holds. They've seen the table, and they've heard the music,

and they can't wait to see your face when you arrive. Better still, they can't
wait to see you.

end of quotation

We need to visualize the lost going into a Christless eternity.
We need to ask God to give us a picture of how long eternity is.

We need to get a fresh glimpse of the great love and the great cost of our salvation.
A picture of how lost we were and how we are headed for heaven.

A love and passion for lost souls will be a powerful incentive for us to engage in

personal evangelism.

III. A third reason we don't do personal evangelism is our lack of contact with the
unsaved.

This is especially true of us in the conservative churches.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8
We have many wonderful traditions and distinctives which we should continue to hold

on to, but the fact is that most of us don't do much in a significant social way with the

unsaved.
We should never allow the world to cause us to compromise our Bible standards, but if

we don't have social contact with the unsaved, the likelihood that we will impact lives for

Christ is very slim.
Any good fisherman knows you don't fish in the bathtub or the swimming pool. You

go where the fish are. For too long the church has said, "Here we are, inside the
church...You are welcome to come."

It probably won't happen unless we build bridges of friendship by going out into the

world to invite them in.

Paul Little in How to Give Away Your Faith, says this:
"We need to build bridges to our unsaved friends and neighbors. But it will do no

good if we simply build the bridge and never go across it."

IV. A fourth reason we don't do personal evangelism is we are too busy.

Before we adopt this objection to evangelism, let's think of this:
Do we really want to say that we are too busy to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus

to make disciples of unbelievers? Do we expect that at the judgement Jesus will excuse us
from the single most important responsibility He gave to us because we say, "I didn't have

time?"

We need to remember that we may never have another chance to witness to the

person God places in our path. I remember years ago hearing an old mountaineer lament
over how he had failed to witness to a friend. The next time he saw the friend he was in a

box. I t was too late.

Someone has asked,
"Would you change how you act and what you say if you knew for sure that the

conversation you are having would be the last time you will speak with that person?"

We need to remember that every meeting could very well be the last opportunity we

have to share the gospel with that person.
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In April 1912, John Harper was on his way from England to preach at Moody's church

in Chicago.

He was a passenger on the Titanic. That magnificent, brand-new, unsinkable ship
struck a huge iceberg and quickly went to the bottom.

Appo. 1,500 lives were lost. One of those who lost their lives was John Harper. John

was clinging to a piece of wreckage trying to stay afloat when he saw a young man
floating nearby.

John shouted, "Are you saved?"
"No!" came back the answer and then a giant wave covered the two men.

A few minutes later John saw the man again. Quickly he yelled out, "Have you made

your peace with God?" Then another wave crashed down and John Harper was gone.

Two weeks later a young man stood up in a Christian Endeavor meeting in New York
City. He said, "I am John Harper's last convert."

We never know if the person we are speaking to will ever have another chance to hear
the gospel. Let's be sensitive to the Spirit when He nudges us to share with someone we

come into contact with.

V. A fifth reason we may not do personal evangelism is that we may not have taken

the time to develop a clean presentation of the gospel when we have the opportunity.

Because of this, we are unsure and often talk in rambling circles when we have the

opportunity.
There are many "ways" to lead a soul to Christ. Bill Bright's tract The Four Spiritual

Laws is one of the best. You can read it aloud to the person and then leave it with them.
I would like to suggest that there are at least four facts that need to be presented to

lead a soul to Christ.

1. First Fact

All of us are sinners.

Rom. 3:23 – ...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...5

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, C
alifornia: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Rom. 3:10 – THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE...6

2. Second Fact

There is a price on our sin.

Rom. 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death...7

Rom. 5:12 – Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through

sin, and so death spread to all men...8

3. Third Fact

Because God loved us, He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die in our place to pay for our
sins.

Rom. 5:8, NASB - But God demonstrates His own lov e toward us, in that while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us.9

Rom. 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our

Lord.1 0

4. Fourth Fact

We must personally accept Christ's payment.

Rom. 10:9 - ... that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that

God raised Him from the dead, y ou will be saved...1 1

Obviously, there must be more said than these four facts. You may add some facts.

The important thing is that we have a simple outline along with several key Scriptures in
our head so we are ready to witness whenever the opportunity arises.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 0The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 1 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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To help remember these four facts, I think of the acrostic "All / People / Just / Must".

Taking the first letter of those words gives us the acrostic:

A – All have sinned

P – Price on sin / death

J – Jesus paid that price
M – We Must accept Jesus' offer of salvation personally.

If you remember "All People Just Must" and develop the outline for your gospel

presentation, you will be ready to do personal evangelism anytime God gives you the

opportunity. You won't need to run home for your marked Bible or your notes and
tracts.

The joy of leading someone in praying the sinner's prayer is probably one of the
highest joys any of us will have this side of heaven.

I encourage all of us:

• to pray for a passion / love for souls

• to develop some contact with the unsaved
• to, with God's help, think through a simple presentation of the gospel

• to ask God daily for the opportunity to share that presentation
• to seize that opportunity when God presents it to us.

One Saturday, Edward Kimball accepted a challenge from his pastor
and decided to pay a visit to each boy in his Sunday School class. He

wanted to make sure that each one knew Christ as his personal Savior.
One of those boys was working in his uncle's shoe store in

downtown Boston. Edward Kimball walked into the store, back to the

stock room where the boy was stocking shelves, and spoke with him
about the gospel. It was on that day that Dwight Lyman Moody came

to know the Lord as his personal Savior.
The impact of Edward Kimball's faithfulness did not end with the

salvation of D.L. Moody. It was Moody who led Wilbur Chapman to the

Lord. Chapman became one of the great evangelists of the generation
after Moody's. One day, Chapman met a young professional ballplayer

by the name of Billy Sunday who had recently accepted Christ. It was
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through Chapman's influence that Sunday left baseball and became
the next of our nation's great evangelists.

In one of his crusades, Billy Sunday's message was heard by a young
man named Mordecai Hamm. As the Lord impacted his life, Hamm

became an evangelist in the Southeast. Hamm traveled the country

winning many souls for Jesus Christ. One night, one of Mordecai's
friends came forward to accept Christ following one of Hamm's

sermons.
His friend's name? We now know him as the Rev. Billy Graham...

...What would have been the result if Edward Kimball had not taken

up the simple challenge of reaching each member of his Sunday School
class for Jesus Christ? From one single action, one simple challenge,

God blessed millions of lives.
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