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chapter 1 (opening)

Introduction:

The letter to the Hebrews is one of the most well-argued presentations in the NT. The
writer uses excellent Greek grammar and construction. His arguments are well thought

out and logical.

He has an excellent knowledge of the Greek translation of the OT called the
Septuagint. There are numerous quotes from the OT. We don't know what his (or her)

name was.
The early church father Origen when asked who wrote the epistle said, "Only God

knows." That third-century answer is just as valid today as it was then. When the King

James translators assigned the title "The Epistle of Paul the apostle to the Hebrews", they
did it without any manuscript evidence. The oldest manuscripts are titled "To Hebrews".

This title may not have been part of the original autograph. There are many reasons that

seem to confirm that Paul was not the human author. The style is very different from the
Pauline letters. There have been many names suggested as the author. Some of them are

Barnabs, Apollos, Luke, Clement of Rome, Priscilla, Philip, Peter and Silvanus. We just
don't know who the human author was. We can take comfort in the fact that God the

Holy Spirit supervised the writing and we can mine its rich truths without knowing who

the human author was.
Whoever he was, his portrait of Christ as the great high priest and perfect sacrifice for

sin is unique in the NT.

William Barkley comments:

But when we come to the end of conjecture, we are compelled to say as Origen

said 1,700 years ago that only God knows who wrote Hebrews. To us the author
must remain a voice and nothing more; but we can be thankful to God for the

work of this great nameless one who wrote with incomparable skill and beauty

about Jesus who is the way to reality and the way to God

The letter was written to Hebrew Christians. They were converts from Judaism to
Christianity. They were suffering for their faith and apparently were considering going

back to Judaism to avoid the persecution they were enduring.
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It seems almost as if the epistle was a sermon rather than a letter. It lacks the usual

opening greeting of a first-century letter. It is crafted like a sermon or homily.
There is the systematic use of Scripture in support of a theme or proof of a point

coupled with frequent appeals, encouragements, reproofs and warnings.

Stephen M. Hooks summarizes the content of the book as

1. Content: The superiority and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as Word of God

and Way to God.

2. Form: A sermon—a formal summons to conviction and conduct on the
basis of Scripture.

3. Intent: That the readers might not forsake Christ but continue to abide in
Him unto their salvation.

Then he says,

By discovering the book's purpose, we also establish its relevance for the

modern Christian. Twentieth-century Christians, like first-century Christians, are
besieged by constant pressures to forsake Christ for other religions, philosophies,

and life-styles. There is no shortage of alternatives to faith in Christ as the key to
the fulfillment and arrival of humankind. The issue raised by this book remains

the essential issue of life: "Who, at last, can save us?" The resounding answer of

the book of Hebrews is "Christ and Christ alone."

As we dig into this book by hearing messages from it Sunday after Sunday you would
be blessed by reading the book of Leviticus along with the assigned chapter.

Understanding and being familiar with Leviticus will help you to grasp the arguments and

images the Hebrew writer uses.
In The Book of Hebrews we have well-reasoned arguments showing the superiority of

Jesus Christ to the OT system of priests and sacrifices.
It is the epistle of better things. It is the epistle where sign and figure give way to the

glorious reality of fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ.

Chapter one can be divided into two parts:
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Part 1: vv.1-3 – Jesus Christ superior to the prophets
Part 2. Vv. 4-14 – Jesus Christ superior to angels.

1. vv. 1-3 – Jesus Christ Superior to the Prophets

During the 2nd world war a mother whose husband was away in Europe asked here ten-
year-old son what he wanted for Christmas. The boy just stared silently at the picture of

the soldier displayed on the desk. He finally said, "I wish my father would step out of that
frame."

The central message of the gospel is that God has done just that in the incarnation of

Jesus Christ.
2Cor. 5:19 says "…God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself1…"

In Christ the portrait was finally becoming a person.
God has shown himself to man in nature and through his prophets. None of these

images were complete.

Finally in these last days, the word spoken and the word written have become the
Word incarnate. In this opening statement of Hebrews we are told, "God has

communicated with man." The author tells us the message of the prophets was varied and

occurred in many ways. But now, he, God, has spoken clearly, sharply in the person of his
Son.

John 1:14 says, "…the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His

glory2…"
Jesus said in John 14:9, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father."

God the Father has revealed himself to us in the person of Jesus Christ his Son.

The writer comes right to the point in the opening verses. He tells us Christ is

superior to everyone and everything.

In v. 1 God has been speaking to us through the OT prophets.

Our senses are incredible, but they are incapable of reaching beyond the natural
world. For us to know anything about God he must tell us.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Man lives in a box of time and space. His attempts to escape time and space are

called religion. Religion is man trying to reach God by his own efforts. Christianity is God

revealing himself to mankind through his Son Jesus Christ.
He did this in the OT through the prophets. They understood that they were

communicating God's message to mankind, but they did not always understand the

message they were given. Even the best prophetic message was indistinct and fuzzy.

The writer uses a play on words in the Greek. The words translated in many portions3
mean the message written in books.

The word translated "in many different manners" means in many ways.

There are 39 books in the OT. God used visions, parables, types and symbol to
communicate to us.

Some of the OT is narrative, some poetry in beautiful Hebrew meter.

There was law, prophecy, doctrine, warning and encouragement. All of it is God
speaking.

In the magnificent passage vv. 2 and 3 the writer gives us a sevenfold picture of our

preeminent Christ who is in every way superior to the prophets.

2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.

3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high4

Someone has said that Jesus Christ came from the bosom of the Father to the

bosom of a woman. He put on humanity that we might put on divinity. He

became Son of Man that we might become sons of God. He was born contrary to
the laws of nature, lived in poverty, was reared in obscurity, and only once crossed

the boundary of the land in which He was born—and that in His childhood. He had

no wealth or influence and had neither training nor education in the world's
schools. His relatives were inconspicuous and uninfluencial. In infancy He startled

a king. In boyhood He puzzled the learned doctors. In manhood He ruled the
course of nature. He walked upon the billows and hushed the sea to sleep. He

healed the multitudes without medicine and made no charge for His services. He

never wrote a book and yet all the libraries of the world could not held the books

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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about Him. He never wrote a song, yet He has furnished the theme for more
songs that all songwriters together. He never founded a college, yet all the schools

together cannot boast of as many students as He has. He never practiced medicine
and yet He has healed more broken hearts than all the doctors have healed broken

bodies. This Jesus Christ is the star of astronomy, the rock of geology, the lion and

the lamb of zoology, the harmonizer of all discords, and the healer of all diseases.
Throughout history great men have come and gone, yet He lives on. Herod could

not kill Him. Satan could not seduce Him. Death could not destroy Him and the
grave could not hold Him.

Look with me at the seven descriptions of Jesus Christ.
The writer presents seven facets of the excellencies of Jesus Christ. He clearly shows

that he is much more than a man…much superior to the prophets.

1. In v. 2 Jesus Christ is excellent as heir5. Jesus as "Son of God" is heir to all that

God possesses.

Psm. 89:27 says…

I also shall make him My firstborn,
The highest of the kings of the earth.6

Firstborn here is not related to time but to rank and place. It has to do with Christ's

legal rights of inheritance and authority.

In Col. 1:16 Paul explains that all things were created by Christ for him.

In Rom. 11:36 we are told For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.

To Him be the glory forever. Amen.7
Everything that exists exists for Jesus Christ.
Even though Jesus is heir of all God possesses, and he offers to share his inheritance

with all who will trust in him, some still reject him.

To willfully reject Jesus Christ brings the damnation and destruction of a God of
justice.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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2. Jesus Christ is also excellent because he is "creator".

through whom also He made the world8

Jesus Christ is the agent through whom God created the world. John 1:3… All things

came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come
into being.9

This ability to create is one of the "proofs" of the divinity of Jesus Christ. Only God
can create out of nothing.

The Greek word translated "world" is not the word used for the physical material
world. The word used relates to time, space, energy and matter. Christ created the whole

universe and everything that makes it function.

The odds of the right combination of circumstances occurring to have intelligent life
are astronomical.

Yet many people believe that man evolved from a primeval slime.
Man whose heart beats 800 million times in a normal lifetime….Whose heart pumps

enough blood to fill a string of tank cars running from Boston to New York…Man who has

the ability to store the memories of a lifetime in a cubic half inch section of his
brain…Whose ear transfers sound waves from air to liquid without losing any sound just

happened to evolve from slime!
Consider how vast our universe is. If we could put 1.2 million earths inside the sun we

could still fit 4.3 million moons.

The sun is 865,000 miles in diameter…
93 million miles from earth.

Alpha Centauri is our nearest star. It is five times larger than the sun.
The star Betelgeuse (beetle juice) is 880 quadrillion miles away. Its diameter is 250

million miles which is greater than the distance of the earth's orbit.

The north star is 400 trillion miles away.
The Hebrew writer says Jesus Christ conceived it and made it.

3. A third mark of the excellence of Jesus is his radiance.

And He is the radiance of His glory10

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The Greek word translated radiance means "to send forth light". It represents Jesus

as the manifestation of God. Jesus expresses God to us.

Just as the rays of the Sun light and warm the earth so Jesus Christ is the glorious
light of God shining into the hearts of men.

Standing one day in front of the temple Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he

who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”11 (John 8:12)
Jesus Christ is the radiance of His glory and he can transmit that light into your and

my life.

Our world is filled with darkness, injustice, tragedy and death. Moral darkness blinds

men and women. Into that darkness God sent his glorious light.
Of course the great tragedy is that men loved the darkness rather than light. Men

and women today whose deeds are evil love the dark and resist the light.

Occasionally I help a man who frequents the truck stops. He polishes chrome to eke
out a very precarious living. He sleeps in the woods. He neglects his health. His first

priority is to get a six-pack. I've seen him get a soda cup and pour his beer into it so he
can be in the travel plaza drinking it. Several years ago his life was so dark he agreed to

allow me to arrange for detox treatment. I made the calls, arranged for his treatment

and told him I would pick him up in the morning. That night he hitched a ride south. He
loved the darkness too much to come to the light.

4. A fourth picture of Christ's excellence is "his being".

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature12
The words translated "exact representation" speak of the impression made by a stamp

or a seal. In the ancient world seals were used to mark, seal and protect items of value.
Hot wax would be applied to close the item. Then the seal of the owner was pressed into

the soft wax. The imprint of the seal transferred to the wax, marking it as the property

of the owner of the seal.
The seal denoted ownership and security.

The Hebrew writer uses the picture of the seal to say that Jesus Christ's being/nature
is the exact copy of God the Father's being/nature. Just like the seal/or die produces an

exact copy when it is struck or impressed, just so Jesus Christ is an exact copy of God the

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Father. Col. 1:15 gives us a similar picture of this truth where we read, He is the image

of the invisible God13
The word translated " image"is the word we get the English word "icon" from.
It means an exact or precise copy/an exact reproduction.

Jesus Christ can be described as the "image" of God because he is the divine Son of

God. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form14 (Col. 2:9)

5. A fifth mark of Christ's excellence is his "sustaining power".

There is an incredible statement in v. 3 where we read, He (Christ) upholds all things

by the word of His power15
This awesome, preeminent Christ not only made everything by the Word of his power

but he holds it all together and keeps it functioning by that Word.

Paul says in Col. 1:17, He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.16

Everything in this world is based on natural laws. When something like an earthquake

or storm slightly disrupts that natural law the consequences are often disastrous.
Can you imagine what would happen if Jesus Christ relinquished his sustaining powers

over the laws of the universe?
If he suspended the law of gravity only briefly we would perish in unimaginable ways.

The earth's rotation is precisely controlled. If the rotation varied even a little bit we
would either be killed by the burning rays of the sun or we would freeze to death.

The exact tilt of our earth on its axis of 23°, not 21° or 24° but 23° provides us the

four seasons. If the tilt was different the seasons would descend into chaos.

If the distance of the moon from the earth varied even slightly the earth would be

inundated by the tides.

If the ocean floors were a few feet different in height the carbon dioxide and oxygen

balance on earth would be so different that no animal or plant life could exist.

13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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If the density of our atmosphere were thinned even a little, many of the meteors

which now harmlessly burn up in it would constantly bombard us.

Who maintains this fantastic delicate balance of the universe? Jesus Christ the

preeminent power maintains it all.

The deist says God created the universe, wound it up like a clock and then walked away

from it never to bother with it again. Never, never. The universe is a cosmos, not a
chaos. It is an ordered and reliable system only because Jesus Christ upholds it by his

power.

6. The sixth excellency of Christ is his sacrifice.

When He had made purification of sins17
The Bible tells us the wages of sin is death. Jesus Christ went to the cross and died an

undeserved death to pay for our sins which we deserved to die for. The penalty for our
sin was put on him. He could die for us because he was a sinless man. He could guarantee

us eternal life because he was perfect God.
Jesus created the world; he sustains the vast universe, but a greater work is his

purging men/women of sin.

The Hebrew writer tells us, Jesus does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer

up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did
once for all when He offered up Himself.18

Hallelujah, our great high priest Jesus Christ settled the question of sin once for all

when he died on the cross for our sins.
No more daily sacrifices for sin. No more putting the sins off for another year. No

more standing priest. Our priest Jesus Christ once and for all provided pardon for our sin

and is even now sitting at God the Father's right hand interceding for us! How thankful
are you for this?

We are all sinners and either we pay the penalty for our own sins or we accept the
payment Jesus Christ made for us on the cross of Calvary.

7. The seventh excellency listed is Jesus Christ's "exaltation".

17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high19
"the Majesty on high" is God. "the right hand" is the place of power. Jesus took his

place at the right hand of God. The incredible thing about this statement is "He sat

down".
There were no seats in the tabernacle or the temple. The priest's work was never

complete. His responsibility was to offer sacrifice, sacrifice, sacrifice over and over again.

His work was never done, never finished.
But our better high priest offered up one sacrifice and uttered those precious words

“It is finished!”20. He then sat down with the Father in exalted glory and it was finished.

• Jesus sat down as a sign of honor that every tongue should confess that Jesus

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
• Jesus sat down as a sign of authority. Peter tells us he is at the right hand of God,

having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been
subjected to Him.21

• Jesus sat down to rest. His work was done. Heb. 10:12…but He, having offered one

sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD22
• Jesus sat down to intercede for us. Rom. 8:34…Christ Jesus is He who died, yes,

rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for
us.23

We have seen that Jesus is:

• Heir of all things

• Creator of all things

• The radiance of God's glory
• The exact image of God

• The sustainer of the universe and the believer
• The one who made sacrifice for sin

• The one who is exalted, sitting and interceding for us.

Truly a better revelation of God than the revelation of the OT prophets.

19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
20The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
21The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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II. In vv. 4-14 we see…

Jesus Greater Than Angels

Angels are spirit beings without flesh and bones. They do have bodies and can appear
in human form.

They serve as God's messengers doing his bidding.
Angels are highly intelligent and have emotions. Angels do not die.

Angels do not procreate, do not have grand-children.

The amount of angels is constant—the same today as the day they were created.
Angels are highly organized and are divided into ranks in a very complex organization.

Angels minister to God and do his bidding.

To the Jewish mind angels were extremely exalted, immeasurably important. So the

writer of Hebrews sets out in vv. 4-14 to show the Hebrews that Christ is superior to
angels in five ways.

1st, He is superior to angels in…

His Title – vv. 4-5

He has inherited a more excellent name than they.24

No angel was ever called God's son. Angels are ministers and messengers. Only Christ

is the Son.

2nd, He is superior to angels in…

His Worship – v. 6

“AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.”25 If angels are told to worship him he

must be greater than they are. Only God is to be worshipped.

23The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
24The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
25The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3rd, He is superior to angels in…

His Nature – vv. 7-8

And of the angels He says,
“WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS,

AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAMEOF FIRE.”26

Jesus made (created) the angels – Col. 1:16 - For by Him all things were created, both

in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.27

Since he created them…

Since they are made for his possession…
He is superior to them.

In v. 8 God the Father calls him God. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever28

John McArthur says, "I believe this verse gives the clearest, most powerful, emphatic

and irrefutable proof of the deity of Christ in the Bible—from the Father himself."

4th, he is superior to angels in…

His Existence – vv. 10-12

Jesus is superior to angels because he always existed. He exists eternally. Angels were

created—they do not die but they did have a beginning.

Jesus Christ always was God and he always existed.
You can never go back to a time before Jesus existed.

5th, he is superior to angels in…

His Destiny – vv. 13-14

26The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
27The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
28The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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These verses are the 7th quotation from the Psalms in this chapter. They are from

Psm. 110 and show Christ's destiny is at God's right hand.

Only the Son will be there—no angel will share the place of honor and power. Phil.
2:10 says, at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEEWILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on

earth and under the earth,29

In this brief 14-verse chapter we see the deity of Jesus established

• By divine names:

He is called:

Son
Lord

God

• By Divine Works:

He: Creates

Sustains

Governs
Redeems

and Purges Sins

• By Divine Worth

He is worshipped.

• By Divine Attributes

He is omniscient (He knows all).
He is omnipotent (He has all power).

He is unchanging.

and He is eternal.

29The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In all these ways he is superior to prophets and angels.

What a magnificent portrait of the exalted, preeminent Christ!

To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.30

30The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm

