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The title of today's message is

The Hem of His Garment (Dr. John D. G'arr)........................Mark 5:21-43

We will examine the history/background of the Jewish prayer garment and then look
at some examples of its use in Scripture—Some of these examples we would not see in our

English versions. Dr. John D. Garr of The Restoration Foundation has provided many of
the themes/ideas for the message.

The story recorded by Mark in today's text is a very familiar one. Jairus, a well-
connected synagogue official, had come to Jesus to entreat Him to help his dying twelve-

year-old daughter. As Jesus and Jairus were making their way toward the sickroom, Mark
records an astonishing miracle. In the crowd which surrounded Jesus there was a poor

sick woman. She had been hemorrhaging for twelve years and had spent almost all her

living on physicians, but she only got sicker. She was weak and exhausted, but in
desperation she pushed through the crowd and grasped the tassel of His garment. Mark

records that the instant she touched the tassel she was miraculously healed.

This story, and much of the New Testament, cannot be fully understood without an
understanding of the customs and practices of the Jewish people.

So often we fail to remember that Christianity is deeply rooted in Judaism. Jesus
Christ was a Law-abiding Torah-observant Jew. His parents were Jewish. Jesus Himself

said, "I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel."1

The God whom He addressed as Father was YHWH (Jehovah), the God of Israel. The
Bible He used was the Hebrew Scriptures. The soil He walked upon was Israel, the land of

the Jews. The woman at the Samaritan well recognized Him as a Jew by the clothing He
wore.

The people who were His family, friends, associates and even His detractors were

Jewish (Luke 2:39, 2:51, 4:16 and John 4:22).
We miss a great deal when we view the NT accounts through Western eyes with our

cultural background. An appreciation for the Jewish first-century context of the gospels
will reward us with rich lessons that we will miss if we think only in Western terms.

One of the lessons we can glean through a proper understanding of the Jewish context

is related to the prayer garment, in Hebrew, the tallit.
From at least as early as Mt. Sinai, the Jewish people have worn the tallit. Its use is

based upon several passages of Scripture.

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The Hebrews were very fundamental. They took the Scripture very literally and tried

to follow God's commands exactly, just like we follow literally the commands in the NT

which most of Christendom have neglected—feet washing, the Lord's Supper, the holy kiss
and others. We follow these practices because we believe the Scriptures command us to.

The Hebrews, in a similar way, used the phylacteries and the mezuzah /muh ZOO zah/

as attempts to literally follow several Scriptures in the Old Testament.
The most significant Scripture for an observant Jew is the Shema /shu MAH/, which is

Deut. 6, verses 4-9.

(NAS)
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5And thou shalt love the LORD thy

God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 6And these words,
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between

thine eyes. 9And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.2

An observant Jew will recite the Shema /shu MAH/ from memory twice daily.
The wearing of the phylacteries is based upon verse 8.

8And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine

ey es.3

The phylactery is a small leather box or pouch which is bound on the arm and

forehead. The boxes contain small slips of paper on which are printed the Shema /shu
MAH/ and several other Scriptures.

The phylactery is very ancient. A very well-preserved phylactery measuring appo.
½"X¾" was found at Masada when archaeologists excavated the ruins there.

The Jews also took literally the command in verse nine where they are told to write

God's Words upon the posts of their houses and on their gates.
To fulfill this command, the Jews have a small box by their door containing the words

of Scripture. It is called the mezuzah /muh ZOO zah/.
God instructed the Hebrews in Deuteronomy chapter 11, vv. 13-32 that if they would

be obedient to and serve the LORD their God with all their heart and soul that God would

2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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bless them. Again in verses 18-20 of chapter 11, God lists the binding of His Words on
their hand and forehead and the writing of His Words on their doorposts as a command.

In Numbers 15, vv. 37-41, we read:

(again, NAS)
37 The LORD also spoke to Moses, saying,
38 “Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels
on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on
the tassel of each corner a cord of blue.
39 “It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the
LORD, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes, after
which you played theharlot,
40 so that you may remember to do all My commandments and be holy to y our God.

41 “I am the LORD your God who brought y ou out from the land of Egypt to be your God;
I am the LORD your God.”4

Here God instructs the Hebrews to make tassels on the corners of their garments.
They are told that the tassels were to cause them to "...remember all the commandments of the

LORD, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes..."

The tallit has changed over the years. Originally the tassels were attached to the

corners of the outer garment. The first-century Jew wore an inner garment, much like a
large blanket with a hole for the head. It was made of wool or linen. It extended to just

above the ankles. Over this inner garment was worn an outer one. This garment was a

handbreadth shorter than the inner one. The tassels were attached to the outer garment.
Even though the inner garment reached to just above the ankles, it was considered

immodest to appear in public in only the inner garment.
The inner garment was worn in the house or close to the house when physical work

made the outer garment too cumbersome. This fact is interesting in light of Jesus'

statement in Matt. 5:40 where He says, "And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away

thy coat, let him have thy cloke also."5

What Jesus is actually saying is that it would be better to appear immodest, even
naked, than to be a contentious person. The Amplified New Testament translates, "And if

any one wants to sue you and take y our undershirt (tunic), let him have your coat also."6

The coat Jesus talked about was the inner garment. The cloak was the outer garment.

After the exile, the Jewish people adopted the fashions of their gentile neighbors. This
was especially true of those who remained outside Israel.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Of the two million who were carried captive to Babylon, 96% remained in Babylon

after the decree of Cyrus granting the right to return and rebuild the temple.

As time progressed, many Jews began wearing clothing without distinctive corners to
which the tassels could be attached.

In order to continue to obey the command, the Jewish people adopted the tallit not as

an outer garment but as a separate shawl to which the tassels could be attached.

(Show prayer shawl)

The modern prayer shawl dates to the medieval time period.

Over time the tallit came to be worn only during times of prayer.
Since the intent of the tallit and tassels was to remind the Jews of the commandments

at all times, a miniature rectangular tallit was devised. It had a hole for the head and was
worn as an undergarment. It had the tassels attached to each of its four corners.

A Jewish male began wearing it at three years of age and would wear it till his death.

In death the Jewish man is wrapped in his tallit with one of the tassels cut or removed,
signifying it is now invalid.

We do not know exactly what the tallit was like in Jesus' day. We can be sure it was

not the modern prayer shawl.

Many times in Scripture, God uses symbols. Symbols serve to remind men of God's
eternal principles. God placed the symbol of the tassels on His people's garments to

remind them of His commandments and to separate them from those around them.

The wrappings, twistings, and knotting of the tallit are very precise. To the observant

Jew they speak of God and His commands.

Each letter of the Hebrew alphabet has a numeric value.

It is as if our "A had a numeric value of one,
"B" of two,

"C" of three,
"D" of four,

"E" of five...

Every Hebrew letter has a specific numeric value.

6The Amplified New Testament, (La Habra CA: The Lockman Foundation) 1999.
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The windings, knottings and twistings in the tallit are symbolic of God and His

commands in their numeric values—

The shema /shu MAH/ is the most important of God's commands to the Jews.
The numeric value of the Hebrew letters for "The LORD is one" total 26 and thirteen.

The tassel has five double knots and four sets of wrappings between the knots.

The first three sets of wrappings total 26, which is the numeric equivalent of God's
name.

The fourth set of wrappings total thirteen, the numeric equivalent of one.
Then numeric equivalent of the Hebrew word for tassel and the sum of the strings and

knots total 613, which is the number of commands in the Jewish Torah (the five books of

Moses).
The Jews listed 613 commands in the Torah.

365 negative commands, which equal the days of the year.
248 positive commands, which equals the days of the year minus Sabbaths and holy

days.

The Jews recognized medically 248 bones in the body, held together by 365 ligaments
365 and 248 make 613, the number of commands.

When an observant Jew looks at the tassel of his prayer shawl, he sees "The LORD is

one."

He also sees the entire Law of God and is reminded of God's commands. He is
constantly reminded to do them, thereby submitting himself to the Word and will of God.

Because the tassel was designed by God to call every Jewish person to remembrance of
the commands of God, it came to symbolize authority.

It was possible to gauge one's recognized authority in the community by looking at
the size of the tassels on his garment.

An important rabbi would have longer, more prominent tassels on his garment. Those

persons who wished to look important would wear longer tassels. This led to Jesus'
denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees when He said, “But they do all their deeds to be

noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their garments."7

--Matt. 23:5 (NASB)

The very fact that the scribes and Pharisees abused the length of the tassels shows
that the Jews regarded them as a symbol of authority.

7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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When the woman in Mark 5 touched the tassel on Jesus' garment, she was recognizing

it as representing the power and authority of God.

She was not the only one who did this.

In Matt. 14, verses 35-36 we are told:

35 And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent word into all that
surrounding district and brought to Him all who were sick;

36 and they implored Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many

as touched it were cured.8

We are told in Mark 3:10:

for He hadhealed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed around
Him in order to touch Him.9

In Mark 6:56 we read,

Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or country side, they were laying the sick in the

market places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and
as many as touched it were being cured.1 0

So we see that the tassel was recognized as a source of authority, power and healing.

We can see an of this in an OT account which we would not immediately recognize as
an account of the prayer garment in our English translations. In 1 Samuel 15, Saul had

been told by God to utterly destroy the Amalekites. Saul did destroy most of them, but he
kept some of the best cattle and the king alive.

When Samuel questioned Saul about this, he attempted to justify his actions. Samuel

rejected Saul's pleas to return with him and turned to go. As he was leaving, the NAS
Bible says Saul seized the edge of his robe and it tore.

This was a most inauspicious happening for Saul. What had happened was Saul had
desperately reached out to grab Samuel's garment to detain him. He inadvertently

grasped the tassel of Samuel's tallit and the tassel ripped.

Anytime a tassel is cut or torn, the tallit is rendered invalid.

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 0The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Samuel told Saul that just like he had ripped away his tassel, just so God had ripped

the kingdom from him.

Just as the act of ripping the tassel from the tallit rendered it invalid, so Saul's

leadership of Israel would be invalid.

This same principle is seen in 1 Samuel 24. Saul had been pursuing David to kill him.

He was in the wilderness of En Gedi with 3,000 handpicked troops. Unknown to Saul,
David and his men were hiding in a cave. Saul went into the cave to answer a call of

nature.

While he was disrobed, David sneaked up and cut off the edge of Saul's robe.

The Hebrew word for edge is corner. It is the word that describes the location of the
tassel on the garment.

David had cut one of the tassels from Saul's robe!

After he had done this, his conscience bothered him. Symbolically, he had invalidated
Saul's authority by removing the tassel. He had taken upon himself to do something

which was God's prerogative. The tassel itself did not possess any magical power, but it

symbolized to the Jews the very Word and power of God, the ultimate source of all
authority in the universe.

So it is no wonder that the people in Jesus' time grasped the tassel. It symbolized the

"all power" given to Jesus in heaven and earth. The people's faith was in the One God and

they received healing through Jesus who was Himself God.

A most unique story of the idea of the authority demonstrated by the tallit is found in
the prophet Elijah's appointment of his successor Elisha.

Elijah had triumphed in the great contest on Mount Carmel. He had victoriously slain

the false prophets. Then he fled in terror from wicked Queen Jezebel. The LORD found
him hidden in a cave.

In 1 Kings 19, verse 13, we are told that Elijah wrapped his face in his mantle and
stood in the entrance of the cave.

The LORD gave him very specific instructions about anointing two kings and anointing

Elsiha to succeed him as prophet. The mantle that the prophet wrapped his face in was a
tallit with tassels in the four corners. Like millions of Jews before and after his time,

Elijah wrapped himself in the tallit as he engaged in prayer with God. Many modern Jews
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still follow this practice. The enshrouded worshipper is alone with God and focused
entirely on His divine purposes.

Elijah's tallit was involved in the calling, anointing and commissioning of Elisha. When

Elijah found Elisha plowing, he threw his tallit upon him. The impact was immediate and

profound. Elisha kissed his mother and father goodbye, slaughtered his oxen, burned his
plowing equipment, gave the meat to the people and followed Elijah as his attendant.

The tassels on the tallit were symbolic of the amazing power of God that had resided
in the prophet Elijah. For so long he had remained true to God even in the face of the

idolatry of the king and nation. His tallit was an obvious physical symbol of the amazing

power of the Holy Spirit in Elijah's life.
As Elisha wrapped the tallit around himself, he knew his life would never be the same

again and he made provisions to fulfill God's call on his life.

Right before he was taken up to heaven, Elijah used his tallit to divide the waters of

the Jordan.
When Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, his tallit fell to the ground. Elisha

picked it up, and again the waters of the Jordan were divided by striking them with it.

There was no magic in the mantle. It was a material symbol of God's power which
flowed into Elisha's life. It is interesting to remember his request for a double portion of

Elijah's power. We see that power manifested in Elisha's ministry with exactly twice as
many miracles as those recorded in the ministry of Elijah.

The mantle of Elijah and Elisha is symbolic of the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit

in the believer's life.

There may have been one more manifestation of God's power residing in the tallit of
Elijah and Elisha. In 2 Kings 13 we are told of the death and burial of Elisha. Later, a

burial party was interrupted by a band of Moabites. Quickly they tossed the body into the

grave of Elisha. When it touched the bones, or could it possibly have been the tallit of
Elisha? the dead man resurrected and stood up.

Even in death the prophet's remains or his tallit were still a channel for the
manifestation of divine power. You and I need to remember that the Holy Spirit is the

channel of power and blessing in our lives today. We need to live lives of obedience and

purity so His work is not hindered in our lives.
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When Jesus told the disciples in Matt. 6:6, "...when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and

when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret..."1 1 , it is possible that he had

reference to closeting oneself in the covering of the tallit. This was widely practiced
among the Jews of Jesus' day. In fact, some of the Jews made a great show by wrapping

themselves in tallits and praying in very public places. Prayer is not a loud, public display

of piety. Prayer should be an intense, intimate, personal interaction between God and
man. Prayer is a dialogue in which one speaks to and hears from God.

When the Jew wraps himself in his prayer shawl, he excludes everything external so
that his soul is consumed in thought about and reverence toward God.

This is a good example for our praying. We must seek to avoid distractions and focus
on the encounter with the eternal God.

John Garr writes,

Quote,

When one prays the prayers of the Word of God in a condition of

complete trust and concentration, he closets himself in the presence of
God. For the Jews, this condition is best reached by being covered with the

prayer mantle, the tallit. Whatever means one must use, he is constantly
invited to the "secret place of the most high" to enter into communion with

the Almighty in an experience that transcends a mere logical, mental

exercise and brings one into a visceral encounter with the divine in which
he can worship with all his heart, soul, mind and strength.

End of quotation

The account of the raising of Jairus' daughter in Mark 5 is an unusual event in the
ministry of our Savior.

We are told that upon arriving at the house, Jesus declared matter-of-factly, "The girl
is not dead; She is merely sleeping."

Then, after putting out every one except Peter, James, John, and the girl's parents,

Jesus spoke the words of resurrection, “Talitha kum!”1 2

1 1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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This is a phrase in Aramaic which is not translated but is brought directly into our

text. Mark interprets the meaning of the phrase as, "Daughter, I say unto thee, arise."

If this is all that is intended by the phrase, why would Jesus command silence from
those who heard and saw what occurred?

Jesus could not have been forbidding them to talk about the girl rising to life. That

fact would be obvious. Jairus was the ruler of the synagogue. Everyone knew the girl was
dead. It would have been impossible to keep the fact of the girl's resurrection from being

known.
Some teachers have suggested that there is more going on here—That Jesus actually

said something which He did not wish to have known at this time.

From a study of the Hebrew and Aramaic, these men think that Jesus actually said,
"God says to the female under the tallit, arise."

Could the girl have been lying on a deathbed covered by a tallit? Could this action
symbolize the family's belief that their daughter was under the hands of the Almighty and

subject to His tender mercies?

If this is what Jesus said, it would explain his command for secrecy. He had declared

himself to be God. He had proved that claim by raising the girl from the dead. It was far

too early in His ministry for that information to get to the religious leaders who would
certainly attempt to kill Him if they knew.

If the tallit was indeed a part of this story, it shows us how influential it was in the
worship and practice of the Jewish people.

In the Book of Ruth there is a beautiful story of Boaz the rich kinsman-redeemer

marrying Ruth the poor widow from Moab. When Ruth lay at his feet on the threshing
floor and asked Boaz to spread his skirt over her, some teachers believe it was Boaz's tallit

which he covered her with.
It is a beautiful picture of the blessing, privilege and spiritual riches that are ours

through our blessed kinsman-redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are poor and needy, helpless and sinful when we come to Jesus, but He covers us
with all blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. We become His bride and inherit

eternal life and blessings as sons and daughters of the Heavenly Father.

In Psalm 36:7 we read,

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!
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And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.1 3

Now we know that God doesn't have wings or feathers. The observant Jew believes
that under the tallit he is covered in the shadow of God's presence. He is "under the

Wings of the Almighty".
The reason for this belief is that the Hebrew word for the corner of the tallit also

means "wing".

The Jew thinks of God's Word as his guardian, his divine provision for his protection.

When God says in Psalm 91,

1He that dwelleth in the secret place of themost High shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty.... 4He shall cover theewith his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou
trust1 4

The word for wings in this powerful passage is the same word for the corner of the
tallit.

It is easy to visualize God's protective power enshrouding one as he is covered with the

four corners of the tallit.
Just as the tallit surrounds the praying Jew, so God surrounds His people.

You and I who know Christ as Savior can be assured that His eternal love will always
surround us.

Truly we can rest securely under the shadow of His wings.

Perhaps one of the clearest symbols of God's protective presence and lovingkindness is

the Ark of the Covenant in the tabernacle and the temple.
The mercy seat was the site of the localized manifestation of the spirit of God.

Covering the four corners of the mercy seat were the wings of the two cherubim.

What powerful imagery!
God's provision of mercy and lovingkindness for His people is always overshadowed

and protected by the wings of the "living creatures".
The testimony to us today is that His mercies are unending. Today we who are "in

Christ" are seated in heavenly places enfolded in the wings of His everlasting mercies.

1 3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Jesus probably appealed to this powerful imagery of the overshadowing wings of

divine protection when he lamented concerning His extended Jewish family, " “O Jerusalem,

Jerusalem... How often Iwanted to gather y our children together, just as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings..."1 5

A powerful messianic prophecy is found in Malachi 4:2..."But unto y ou that fear my name

shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings..." 1 6

This prophecy speaks of the healing and work of Jesus the Messiah.

The glory of the coming Messiah was of such magnitude that the only thing the
prophets could compare it to was the light of the sun.

"Day Star" and "Bright Morning Star" are also used to describe His brightness and

glory.

He is the eternal Word of God, encapsulated in the Truth, incarnate in the person of
Jesus of Nazareth.

He is the Light that brings light to every man. He will come again to His Holy City of
Jerusalem when He enters through the now-sealed eastern gate.

When Jesus comes with the Name written on His vesture and on his thigh, "King of

Kings and Lord of Lords", could it be that He will be wearing a tallit whose tassels have for

millennia symbolized the Torah, the Word of God?

With a renewed understanding of the importance of tallit and tassels in first-century
Jewish tradition, we can understand the people's desire to "touch the hem of His garment"

and be impacted by the power of the Word of God which promised them that God

"...healeth all thy diseases..."1 7

When you and I lay hold of Jesus today, we lay hold of the fullness of the Godhead.

We lay hold of healing, salvation, provision and eternal life.

Let us be persistent in laying hold of Jesus.
He is the Prince of Shalom.

He is the Son of Righteousness.

1 5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 7 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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He has arisen with healing in His wings.
By His stripes we are healed.

Let us wrap ourselves in the love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Him we live and move and have our existence.

Praise His Holy Name!

Hallelujah!

Mummerts 3/14/04
New Freedom 3/21/04
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