
John chapter 12

As we begin to read chapter 12 of John's gospel we need to realize we are

very close to the final week of Jesus' earthly life. There has been increasing
hostility toward Him by the Jewish religious leaders. It is interesting to note

that these verses mark the end of Jesus' public ministry.
John identifies three crisis points in Jesus' ministry. The first was in

chapter 6, v. 66 where we are told that "many of His disciples withdrew (or

went back1 in KJ) and were not walking with Him anymore.2" or as the KJ
says, walked no more with him3. We looked at that crisis in our last
message.

The second crisis identified by John occurs in chapter 12 when even

though He is the"Way", even though He is the "Truth", many would not
believe in him. John 12:37 in NAS says, "But though He had performed so

many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.4"
The King James translates v. 37, "But though he had done so many

miracles before them, yet they believed not on him5"
The third "crisis" point in Jesus' ministry occurs in chapter 19 where we

read that even though He was the "Life", the Jewish leaders crucified Him.

Jesus had suffered a decline in the popularity of the crowds because He
refused to become involved in a political coupe and because some of His

teaching was deliberately obscure. There was still a large loyal following and

many still entertained ideas and hopes that He would set up a
political/military kingdom which would free them from the shackles of

Roman tyranny. He had been following His Father's leading of avoiding
deliberate confrontation with the authorities. Time and again we read that

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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"His hour had not yet come6". As the focus of the hostility increased Jesus
realized that the climax was drawing very near.

In chapter 12 John gives us four snapshots of how Jesus related to four
different groups of people.

1. In vv. 1-11 we see Jesus and His friends.
2. In vv. 12-19 we see Jesus and the Passover pilgrims.

3. In vv. 20-36 we see Jesus and the Gentile visitors.
4. In vv. 37-49 we see Jesus and the unbelieving Jews.

I am indebted to Warren Wiersbe for the outline.

I. Look with me at vv. 1-11, Jesus and His friends.

It is arresting to note that even though Jesus was aware of the Jewish

authorities' determination to destroy Him, still He came to His dear friend's
home at Bethany. Bethany is only two miles from Jerusalem, the very center

of His enemies. Why did Jesus do this? There were several reasons. One of

the most intriguing is that He longed for the friendship and fellowship which
He knew He would find there.

Jesus was the divine sovereign God of the universe, but He sought human
fellowship and comfort with His friends.

Martha, true to her personality, busied herself with serving. Mary

worshipped at His feet. The world is filled with Marys and Marthas today.
Each has their place. We should not look down on those who serve, but we

must remember our Lord's words that Mary has chosen the best thing which
shall not be taken away from her.

You Marthas need to remember that in your desire to get every detail just

right you may miss the most important things of friendship and fellowship.
Marys need to remember that devotion must be balanced with service.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Mary in our text produces a lavish show of affection to her beloved Friend.
She was "giving roses while Jesus was alive"!

What a lesson for us. It is so easy to pass up the opportunity to "do it
now"…write that note, make that call or visit, do that good deed. Time is

short; none of us knows when our end will come. Mary's lesson to each of us

is "Do it now".
spikenard7 or (pure nard8 RSV) was a fragrant oil used in the manufacture

of perfumes and ointments.
It was very costly and because of that would have been typically used as an

investment vehicle. The Roman pound contained approximately twelve

ounces and this amount may have represented her entire life savings.
The value of three hundred pence or denarii would have represented

almost a year's wages. In modern terms it would have represented as much

as $50 - $75,000.
It came from India and would have been exported by merchant ship or

caravan.
Mary's act of love and worship was public, spontaneous, sacrificial, lavish

and unembarrassed. Jesus called it a "good work". He commended and

supported her.
Like David who would not give to the Lord that which cost him nothing,

Mary gladly and lavishly poured out her offering to her Lord.
What an example for us today. How easy it is for us to give the Lord that

which costs us little. How often we find ourselves giving that which we can

easily do without.
Mary took the place of a humble slave when she knelt at Jesus' feet. When

She undid her beautiful hair (Something Jewish women didn't do in public),
she humbled herself and laid her glory at His feet.

We should learn from her that often our acts of worship/sacrifice will be

misunderstood and criticized.

The Life Application Commentary has this to say:

7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
8The Revised Standard Version, (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc.) 1973, 1977.
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Many centuries later we are still humbled by the extravagance

and the appropriateness of Mary's gift. She poured out the very
best she could find. Price is not the central issue, but the sincere

expression of faith and love. We render similar honor to Jesus

when we practice faithful service wherever God has placed us—at
home with children, at the office, leading a company, running a

financial institution, teaching, preaching, etc. Faithful, honest,
diligent service done as unto the Lord can be a gift to God. It is

costly. Often others might think the effort wasted, for it seems

to make no large or permanent change in the world. But what
others may call insignificant or wasteful, God deems to be like

the fragrant aroma that filled the house when Mary poured the

nard on Jesus' feet.

Judas and the disciples started the criticism. The disciples apparently
didn't know that Judas was a traitor and a thief. He hid it from all but the

Lord.

How easy it is for us to think we can hide our sin and disobedience from
others. many times we can, but we need to always remember "no one hides

from God". "God's eyes run to and fro over the whole earth" If you are
hiding sin today confess and forsake it and experience the blessedness of

forgiveness.

We see Judas complaining about waste while all the time he was a thief.

How easy it is for us to overlook sin in our own life while loudly
complaining about the sin in our brother's eye.

Jesus says, "Get that log out of your own eye before you try to extract the

speck from your brother's eye." That's good advice for us today.

The Life Application Commentary has this comment:
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In spite of his sharp rebuke, there is no evidence that Judas
ever gave to the poor. His objection was actually a smoke screen

to cover his own selfishness and greed.
It is common in church life to discover that those most apt to

criticize are those who are doing nothing themselves. Those who

never go to church criticize the church; those who don't read the
Bible are ready to criticize what they have heard are

inconsistencies and difficulties; those unwilling to help are ready
to criticize when plans fail. Beware of finding fault with others in

areas where you are deficient.

In these verses Jesus isn't saying "Don’t help the poor." He is saying "You

will always have the opportunity to help the poor. Don't miss the chance to

do service to me."
The contrast of the attitude of Mary with that of Judas is unmistakable.

Mary offered her best to Jesus in sacrificial love; Judas was coldly utilitarian.
He was using Jesus as a ladder for his selfish ambitions.

John 12:5 records the first words of Judas. His last words are found in

Matt. 27:4 where we read the piteous cry, "I have sinned in that I have

betrayed the innocent blood.9" John tells us Judas was in the habit of

stealing money from the bag which he carried.
The word translated bag10 originally meant a small case in which mouth

pieces for wind instruments were kept. Then it came to mean any small box,

especially a money box. The Greek Septuagint text of the OT used this word
for King Joash's money chest.

Mary's sacrifice blessed Jesus and blessed her own life. She was also a

blessing to the house, filling it with fragrance. Paul speaks of this kind of

odor and sacrifice in Phil. 4:18 where he says,

9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
10The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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But I have received everything in full and have an abundance;
I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what
you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-
pleasing to God.11

Even today Mary's act of devotion is a source of blessing to the church.

Her one act of devotion in the little village of Bethany still sends "ripples of
blessing".

This should be an example to inspire us to do acts which will bless God and
those around us.

This was true of Mary but not of Judas.
today we name our daughters "Mary" but no parent would name his son

"Judas". His very name is listed in the dictionary as a synonym for treachery.

Prov. 10:7 says, "The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the

wicked shall rot. 12"
Ecclesiastes 7:1 says, "A good name is better than precious ointment13…".

Mary had both. May we seek to imitate her.

It appears from the synoptic gospels that it was very soon after this that

Judas went to the chief priests to betray Jesus.
Possibly Jesus' rebuke of Judas played a part in his decision to betray Jesus.

Jesus had openly announced His death. Judas may have been trying to get

out while he could.
Apparently he was trying to force Jesus' hand to act and become the

mighty military leader they were dreaming of.

If this was Judas' thinking he was tragically wrong. Could this account for
his remorse when he tried to give the money back?

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
13The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Tragically, when he came to the end of the road he did not confess and
repent like Peter but instead he hanged himself.

Some of Jesus' friends are examples to us.
Martha is our example of "work" and serving. Her serving and hospitality

to her Lord was also a sweet-smelling offering to Him.

The Hebrew writer reminds us, "And do not neglect doing good and

sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.14"

Mary represents worship. Sometimes I think we know so little about

worship. Mary's act of worship was lavish, extravagant and outrageous.

There is value in form and structure, but we should always be open to the
Spirit's prompting for us to worship in ways we may not have experienced

before.
Don't put God in a box! Be open to Him and worship with your heart.

Lazarus represents "witness". People went to Bethany just so they could
see this man who had been raised from the dead. We don't know what

Lazarus said, but his miraculous life was an effective witness for Jesus Christ.
John the Baptist did no miracles, but his words brought people to Jesus.

The Christian life should be a beautiful balance of worship, work and

witness.

Lazarus was a walking miracle and this placed him in danger. The chief

priests actually began planning how they could kill him to remove this
example of Jesus' power.

They were the perfect example of "If you can't accept the evidence try to
get rid of it".

Again quoting from The Life Application Commentary…

14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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We all like to believe we are above petty jealousy and small
retaliations. Unfortunately our behavior often proves the

opposite. The chief priests, the guardians of God's royal law,
were so driven by jealousy, paranoia, and hate that they enlarged

their plan to kill Jesus to include Lazarus.

Most likely you have never been involved in planning someone
else's murder; but, have you ever wished someone would

disappear, or found yourself hoping they would make some kind
of humiliating mistake that would ruin their career or

reputation? Have you secretly desired to have their power or

position and justified the wish by claiming "I could do a better
job"? If our motivation is to do our best at serving God wherever

we are, we won't need to compare ourselves to others.

How you and I need to humble our hearts before God and be obedient to

His leading in our lives.
How Jesus must have enjoyed this last quiet evening of fellowship with His

friends.

Next week He would face the demands of the trial, mockings and
crucifixion. Tonight he could draw comfort from His friends.

As we examine our hearts let's ask the question, Am I bringing joy to His
heart by my "worhsip", "work" and "witness"?

II. Look with me now at vv. 12-19…Jesus and the Passover pilgrims.

The scene shifts now from a quiet dinner in Bethany to a noisy public
parade in Jerusalem.

Zech. 9:9 NASB…

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
He is just and endowed with salvation,
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Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.15

Jesus was about to fulfill that prophecy made 100s of years before.

News that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem spread rapidly. And soon there

was a swelling crowd. They did honor to Jesus by spreading their garments
and branches of trees on the road before Him.

Three different groups made up the crowd…

1. There were the Passover visitors from outside the area.
2. There were the local people who had seen the raising of Lazarus.

3. There were the religious leaders who were very anxious about what
Jesus might do.

These people were in keen expectation. Would Jesus assert Himself and
become a military/political leader?

In v. 15 daughter of Zion16 is another name for Jerusalem.

Jesus was openly announcing to the people that He was "King of Israel", the

promised Messiah.
The people's cry Hosanna!17, "Save now!" is almost exactly equivalent to

"God save the king".

The words "BLESSED IS HEWHO COMES INTHE NAMEOF THE LORD18" are taken
from Ps. 118 which was sung during Jewish feasts.

The people saw Jesus as the conquering hero, the Anointed One, the
Deliverer, and they proclaimed Him as such.

15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Jesus made the unmistakable claim to be the Messiah, the Anointed One.

His would be a spiritual kingdom, not a political one. The donkey was
symbolic of lowliness and peace, the mount of the common man.

In v. 16 we see that the disciples did not understand till after Jesus was
glorified.

This glorification has two meanings in John…

1. The glorification on the cross
2. The glorification of the resurrection.

John tells us in v. 17 that it was the people who had witnessed Lazarus'
resurrection who were being witnesses to Him.

In v. 19 the Pharisees were in a desperate situation. Their carefully laid
plans were coming undone. They began to blame each other.

We need to take some lessons:

These were the same people who would cry for His crucifixion six days
later.

• How is our loyalty to Jesus? Can He count on us through thick and

thin? Or do we turn against Him or fail to stand for Him when the

going gets rough?
• Are we obedient to Him and His Spirit or are we like the religious

leaders, stubbornly resisting His voice when we know what He wants us
to do?

• The people who saw Lazarus raised bore witness.

We have seen, heard and felt wonderful things. Do we boldly tell others
the "good news" when the Spirit gives us the opportunity?

III. Look with me now at Jesus and the Gentile visitors (vv. 20-36)
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John tells us that Jesus is the Savior of the world, not just the redeemer of
Israel.

He gave His life for the world. He is the light of the world.
Apparently these Greeks were "God fearers" who were accustomed to

worshipping at the feast.

They "kept asking" Philip for an interview with Jesus.
Philip is a Greek name, and apparently they sought him out because of

this.
Philip told Andrew (Andrew was always bringing people to Jesus). Together

they told Jesus.

We aren't told that the Greeks were granted the interview or what they
said.

It is intriguing to guess what happened. Could it be that these Greeks,

seeing the danger Jesus was in, offered to have Him come and minister to
them in a foreign country away from danger?

In any event, Jesus says, "My hour has come. I must die for the sin of the
world. A grain of wheat cannot live unless it dies."

If you love your life you will lose it!

In v. 27 He says, "My soul is troubled" "For this cause I came into the
world" "Don't try to persuade me not to go to the cross. I must do my

Father's will."
In v. 32 He speaks of His death by crucifixion.

His divine knowledge gave Him a vivid foretaste of the agony.

We have only a dim realization of the awfulness of His being made sin for
us….of His Father's turning away from Him which wrung the awful cry from

His lips, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?19"

Are we grateful for the terrible things He was willing to endure because He

loves us?

Jesus is teaching us that the only way to be fruitful in His service is to die

to self, give up our rights and allow Him to work through us. Have you given

19The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Him the keys to your life or are you holding areas of your life from His
control?

IV. In vv. 37-49 we see Jesus and the unbelieving Jews.

Eight times in this section John uses the word "believe".
In spite of all the clear evidence that was presented to them they would

not believe.
They had heard the message; they had seen the miracles, and yet they

would not believe.

When a person resists the light something can begin to happen within him.
He or she can come to the place where they cannot believe.

God can remove His Spirit's call from them.

I remember a man at the mission who would listen very respectfully to me
talk about the gospel, but he would never come to Christ for salvation. It

was like he had come to a place of resisting God's call so often that he no
longer felt God's call.

There is a hymn in our black hymnal…"There is a line by us unseen that
crosses every path…The hidden boundary between God's patience and His

wrath."
I believe it is possible for one to resist God's invitation to salvation for so

long that God's Spirit will no longer call them to Him.

It is an awesome thought that if you continue to resist God's call and go
into eternity without Christ, every gospel invitation will be there to witness

against you. Every gospel message will be there to witness against you. You
will have no answer.

The word "judge" is repeated four times in these verses.

It's an awesome word.
Jesus came to save. But if the sinner will not receive the Savior He will

become the Judge.

The sinner is actually passing judgement on himself.
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You have seen the evidence of Jesus' life, His ministry, His miracles, His
message and His desire to save the lost sinner.

Have you trusted Him and received eternal life?

I plead with you if you have never accepted Christ as Savior, don't leave

this place without accepting Him. We aren't guaranteed one day, one hour,
one minute or one second. When God says our time is up we will stand

before Him as Savior or Judge—It's up to us.

The Beacon Bible Commentary says,

Light rejected becomes darkness.

The opportunity to have faith, if ignored, neglected, or

refused, becomes callous unbelief.
Love spurned turns into the blackness of night and death.

I remember many years ago I was chopping wood in my yard. I heard an

awful racket. I looked up to see a majestic hawk sail over my house.

Clutched in his talons was a terrified, screaming rat. The hawk was taking his
time. He was looking forward to a good meal. All the rat could look forward

to was death and destruction. If you have not received Christ as Savior,
Satan has you just like that rat. He is carrying you to death and destruction.

Won't you choose life today?
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