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John chapter 6

John chapter 6 records several great events in the life of Jesus and the disciples. The
feeding of the 5,000 is a great miracle which is the only one recorded in all four gospels.

John alone tells us what Jesus said following the feeding of the 5,000.

The miracle of Jesus walking on the stormy sea and the immediate transport of the
boat to its intended destination are listed next. Then we are told about Christ's great

discourse on the Bread of Life.

Toward the end of the chapter we are told that many of His disciples "…went back, and

walked no more with him."1 Then Peter's confession is listed. Much like his great

confession at Ceasarea-Philippi, Peter says, "You have words of eternal life—You are the
Holy One of God (or the Messiah)".

John is not very careful to list the events in chronological order. He is not so much
interested in geographical location or even time sequence, but he is showing the buildup

of testimonies and miraculous signs along with Jesus' claims and the oppositions he faced.

The words After these things2 in v. 1 are a Greek expression to denote an indefinite
passage of time. There is a large transition in time and place between chapter 5 which
describes ministry in Jerusalem and chapter 6 which describes Jesus' ministering in Galilee

around the Sea of Galilee.

The words After these things3 cover at least several months of ministry between
chapter 5 and chapter 6. If the feast referred to at chapter 5, v. 1 is the Passover, the
time interval would have been a year.

From the synoptic gospels we gather that Jesus did at least the following during this

interval of time:

He delivered the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7)
He healed the Roman centurion's servant (Matt 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10)

He raised the widow's son at Nain (Luke 7:11-17)

He calmed the storm (Matt 8:23-27, Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:22-25)
He sent the demons into a herd of pigs (Matt 8:28-34, Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8:26-39)

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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He healed a bleeding woman and raised a dead girl (Matt 9:18-26, Mark 5:21-43, Luke

8:40-56)

He sent out the twelve disciples (Matt 10:1-16, Mark 6:7-13, Luke 9:1-6)
He was told that King Herod had killed John the Baptist (Matt 14:1-12, Mark 6:14-29,

Luke 9:7-9)

Verse 1 tells us that Jesus crossed from the western to the eastern side of the Sea of

Galilee. This is actually a lake approximately 13 miles long by seven miles wide. It was
very important to the economy of Galilee. Fishing and agriculture were practiced on the

lake and on the fertile plains surrounding it.

John alone in the NT uses the name the "Sea of Tiberias" to describe the lake. Herod
Antipas built the city of Tiberias about the time Jesus began His ministry.

The Jews never did like the Romans who had conquered their land and occupied it.
They were not pleased with the new town named for a Roman emperor. It was probably

considerably later in the first century that the city became important enough to give its

name to the lake.

The synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke make it clear that it was just before this

that word of John the Baptist's death reached the group.
The synoptics also record that the disciples had only recently returned from their

great evangelistic campaign through Galilee. They had preached repentance, healed the
sick and driven out many demons. Then they were hit with the news of John's death.

They were tired and heartbroken and Jesus suggested a time of rest and refreshment on

the sparsely-populated east side of the lake.
Jesus had established His home base at Capernaum which was on the west side of the

lake.
The NRSV says, A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the

sick.4
John calls Jesus' miracles "signs", because like signposts they kept pointing people to

the divine power behind the act. John tells us in chapter 20 that Jesus did many other

signs which are not recorded. John described the signs he did so that the readers might
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that believing they may

have life in His name.

4The New Revised Standard Version, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers) 1989.
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The Sea of Galilee is surrounded by mountains. Jesus climbed one of them and sat

down with his disciples. He was probably looking for a time of rest and private teaching

with His disciples, but it was not to be.
The magnetism of the man who fed the multitude, stilled the storm and was the Bread

of Life drew great multitudes to the little band. The people had followed on the northern

shore of the lake to the place where Jesus was teaching.
Jesus, who was sensitive to the needs of people around Him, saw a great crowd coming

toward Him.
The people had spontaneously left everything to gather about Jesus. Most of them

had not prepared for supper. Jesus had chosen to land the boat in a remote spot with no

source of food supply. The people were so caught up with listening that they had not
noticed the passage of the hours. The time had come where food was needed for physical

strength to return home.
They had been fed with spiritual food, but Jesus knew they would need physical food.

We see the loving heart of our Lord as He reacts to the crowd.

I would have probably said, "Sorry folks, my cell phone is turned off. I'm on break. I'll
see you guys later."

But without a hint of annoyance Jesus sizes up the moment and puts the ministry to

their needs into motion. Note Jesus' perception; these people were far from home. The
place was barren. There were no fast food restaurants around. Jesus realized they would

soon be hungry. He lovingly began preparations to meet their needs.
John mentions that the Passover was near. That would mean it was the spring of the

year. The grass was green and lush. Wildflowers were strewn about in great abundance.

Birds were flying and the blue waters of the sea gleamed below. The rainy season was
over; the crops were ripening. People were on their way to Jerusalem to attend the feast

of Passover. The law stated that all males must attend three feasts a year in Jerusalem.
Passover was one of those mandatory occasions, but by Jesus' time the Jews were scattered

so widely that many of them didn't attend.

The land of the Bible is a place of stunning beauty. Truly the setting was fit for a feast
with the King. All around them there were evidences of God's bounty, if they would but

have eyes to see. Not so different from our situation today!

So often we are surrounded by the beauty of God's handiwork. the green grass, the

fresh air, the abundant harvest. So often we fail to thank Him for His bounty. So often
we take it all for granted.
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Jesus saw an opportunity to test Phillip's faith. Phillip was from Bethsadia, about nine

miles away. He would be acquainted with all the local sources of food. Jesus, of course,

knew He wasn't going to McDonald's for the food.
Calling Phillip He asked, "Where can we buy food for all this multitude?"

Phillip, ever the practical one, began to roll numbers in his head.

Jesus was testing Phillip's faith. Phillip was thinking only of the natural means of
supplying the need. He focussed on his own limited resources instead of seeing God's

limitless resources.
How easy it is for us to do the same today! do we see only our limited resources or do

we see the resources of the God who owns and controls all resources?

How often we focus on our small resources rather than lifting our eyes to see the
unlimited resources of a sovereign God.

Phillip answered, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to

have a bite."

Phillip did not answer Jesus' question. Jesus asked, "Where shall we buy bread?" Phillip
responded with what He perceived as the larger question, "How will we pay?" Phillip may

have known where he could buy bread but he could see no use in sending buyers if they

had no money.
We need to learn along with Phillip that the word "impossible" is not in God's

vocabulary. We can limit what God does in and through us by assuming what is and what
is not possible.

Is God asking you to do a seemingly impossible task? Don't let your estimate of what

can and can't be done keep you from taking on the task. God can do the miraculous.
Trust Him to provide the resources.

At this point Andrew spoke up. "There's a boy here who has five barley loaves and two

sardines. But how far will that go among so many?"

Someone has said the first miracle was that the lad hadn't eaten his lunch already.
Barley bread was a staple among the poor peasants in Jesus' day. The bread was shaped

into small flat loaves much like our pita bread, probably no bigger than 2-3 inches in
diameter.

The fish were small, about the size of a large sardine. They were preserved by salting

and drying and were exported over a wide area from Galilee throughout the Roman world.
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The boy willingly offered his little to the Master. Others in the crowd probably had

more, but no one offered. If you and I offer nothing to God He will have nothing to use.

God can take what little we have and turn it into something great.
Jesus took what was offered and gave thanks and distributed the food to the people.

Miraculously, 5,000 men plus women and children had not just a little to eat, but as

much as they wanted!
Do you see how efficient Jesus is in the serving? Can you imagine the food line 5,000

people long? Jesus ordered the people to sit in groups of 50s and 100s. Perhaps this
added to the occasion as the people counted off to determine where they were sitting.

Doing it Jesus' way quickly and efficiently fed the multitude.

Did the miracle occur as Jesus handed the bread to the disciples, or as the disciples
handed the bread to the people? We don't know, but we do know that miraculously, as

the food was distributed it continued to multiply until all had been fed.
I was fascinated to read an account of a similar happening in the home of my

grandparents Samuel and Martha Lehigh. Pap was a very saintly, godly man. Some of you

knew him. I remember many things about him. He was a simple man of great faith who
trusted God to supply his material needs. They weren't rich, but the farm supplied their

needs. They were very hospitable, and one Sunday both Pap and Grandma invited guests

for dinner without consulting each other. When everyone arrived at home they
discovered there were approximately twice the amount of people that they had food for.

Pap gave Grandma two slices of ham. I remember watching him cure those hams.
They had a bowl of potatoes. One of the guest who wrote the story helped prepare the

meal. She remembers thinking, "How will this feed all these people?"

The meal was prepared. The first table of guests were seated and thanks was offered.
All of the guests ate and were filled. Then a second tablefull of guests were seated and

fed, all from those two slices of ham and potatoes. I believe the same God who multiplied
the loaves and fishes in our lesson provided the miracle at Pap's table.

After the multitude had been fed Jesus said, "Gather up the leftovers so nothing is
lost."

My picture of this was always of the twelve disciples on hands and knees scouring the
ground for fragments of food which had fallen.

I don't believe that is what happened. I believe the Lord produced such an abundance

of food that the people left uneaten food which the disciples collected.

The NIV translates, "…filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over
by those who had eaten." Brothers and sisters, we serve a Christ who not only has feelings
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of deep compassion for our needs, but one who will super-abundantly supply them if we
will trust Him.

Paul speaks of this super-abundant provision in the Epistle of Ephesians…

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him. In love
5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the kind intention of His will,
6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved.
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace
8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight5

As Paul considers this Christ who super-abundantly lavishes His blessings upon us, his
heart overflows with gratitude and praise.

How is your heart today? do you revel in God's grace? In Christ's great provision? In
the blessings of Christ pulling you out of a horrible pit and placing your feet upon the

Solid Rock?
Are we thankful?

• We can learn from this text that our Lord desires thrift from His followers.

This involves all areas of our lives from finances to food to possessions. The Christian
should not be wasteful or careless with the possessions he has been entrusted with. We all

have the responsibility of good stewardship of our possessions.

• Another lesson is the duty of thrift and care in the use of the spiritual grace

bestowed upon us.

First, we must use the grace given to us wisely. We should take in as much of Christ as

we can.
The water in a mill stream turns the wheel. but if the wheel is still the water is useless

and wasted.

We need to use the grace God gives us to the best of our ability.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Second, we need to carefully guard that grace from harm.
We need to be diligent not to allow worldliness, busyness, cares of the world, joys,

sorrows or pleasures hinder the working of God's grace in our lives.

Alexander Maclaren says, "Let not these so come into your hearts that they will elbow

Christ out of your hearts, and dull your appetite for the true Bread that came down from
heaven."

End of quotation

A third lesson we can learn is not only by use and careful guarding, but also we should
earnestly desire larger gifts of grace in our lives.

The basket, our heart, is elastic. It can stretch to receive larger gifts of grace. As we

yield to Him and ask for larger gifts we will experience more of the sweetness, beauty and

glory of Him who is the Bread of Life. A larger Christ can fill our hearts and mold and
shape us more perfectly into His likeness. His grace is inexhaustible, but it can be limited

by our unwillingness to receive it and pattern our lives after His.

A final lesson is seen in Christ's words, “Gather up the leftover fragments so that

nothing will be lost.”6
This teaches us that you and I can waste the gifts of grace we are given.

We can refuse to use our gifts in His service. We can refuse to share the good news of
the gospel when He asks us to.

We can fail to take the riches of grace He so freely offers to us.

Like paupers who don't have because they don't ask, we can go through life feeding on
the crumbs and husks when we could be feasting at the King's table. Our gifts will shrivel

and become useless if we don't exercise them in His service. Souls will be lost eternally

because we refused to tell them of God's saving love.

Again Maclaren writes:

Negligent Christian! Worldly Christian! You who care more for money and

other dainties and delights which perish with the using – Backsliding Christians,
who once hungered and thirsted for more of Christ, and now have no longing for

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Him—Awake to the danger in which you stand of letting your spiritual wealth slip
through your fingers. Behold the treasures yet unreached, within your grasp and

seek to garner and realize them. Gather up the broken pieces which remain over,
lest everything be lost.

End of quotation

Now quickly look with me at the rest of the chapter.

Verses 14-21 record the desire of the people to make Jesus king. To escape them He

went up into a mountain alone. The disciples went to the lake and began to head toward
Capernaum. Many of the disciples were experienced boatmen who were comfortable being

on the lake at night. The Sea of Galilee lies 650 feet below sea level. At places it is 150
feet deep. High hills surround it.

These physical features make is easy for sudden windstorms and extremely high waves

to develop. They expected such storms, but they were still very frightened when they
came.

As the disciples toiled, the lake was rent by a violent storm.

It was between three and six in the morning.
They noticed Jesus' absence.

After going only three or four miles they saw Jesus walking on the water. he was not
only approaching the boat, but He had walked a great distance over raging seas!

I was fascinated to see the following headline in a local paper recently (April 7, 2006).

"Theory attempts to put biblical miracle on ice"

The article began:

Combining evidence of a cold snap 2,000 years ago with sophisticated mapping

of the Sea of Galilee, Israeli and US scientists have come up with a scientific
explanation of how Jesus could have walked on water. Their answer—It was

actually floating ice!

We should not be surprised by these kind of silly ideas.
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Stanley Burgress, a professor of Christian History at Regent University said, "I'm a

religious man and I believe that God can do whatever He wants to do, that Jesus could do

whatever He wanted to do."
End of quotation

You and I are on pretty thin ice (no pun intended) when we begin to limit God's power
to do whatever He wants to do.

We are climbing way out on a limb when we begin to question what God's Word tells
us. We need to simply accept its teachings and believe God's Word says what it means to

say.

The disciples were terrified. Jesus calmly called over the wailing wind, “It is I; do not

be afraid.”7
Literally He said, "The I AM is here" or "I, Yahweh am here."
And today Jesus calls to us through our heartache and pain, "It is I; do not be afraid."

This passage is the first of the great "I am" statements of John.

In John's gospel Jesus said: I am…

• The Bread of Life

• The Light of the World
• The Gate (or Door)

• The Good Shepherd)
• The Resurrection and the Life

• The True Vine

Each in a different figure of speech presents the same truth. The divine "I am" of

heaven came to earth to join earthly life to the true life—the heavenly eternal life.

John then records a second miracle as the boat which had labored and tossed all night
with little forward movement was immediately at the shore to which they were heading.

These miracles greatly strengthened the disciples faith.

We need to remember in all the storms of life "Jesus is in control".

I recently read a short article in a truckers' magazine which illustrates this lesson:

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


10

* * *

Verses 26-59 record Jesus' discourse about the Bread of Life.

I will lift out just a few verses here.

In v. 33 Jesus says “For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and
gives life to the world.”

34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, always give us this bread.”8
And in v. 35 Jesus says, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger,

and he who believes in Me will never thirst."9
Jesus truly is the Bread of Life to each of us who have received Him as Lord and Savior.

If we come to Him and take of Him we will never hunger and thirst again.

I spoke with a big driver about a year ago. He said, "Chaplain, I am 50 years old. I'm
very successful. I have had a series of relationships. One of them ended in my son being

aborted. I have such an empty feeling inside." That man needed to come to Him who is
the Bread and Water of eternal life and eat and drink deeply and be satisfied.

Jesus says in v. 54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I

will raise him up on the last day."10
The believer who has accepted Christ has already entered eternal life and has Christ's

promise of resurrection at the last time.

Jesus' words call to mind the Lord's supper. But they mean far more than simply

partaking of the bread and the cup.
These words and the Lord's supper present a spiritual reality.

Just as Christ was dependant upon the living Father for sustenance, so the believer
feeds spiritually upon the living Son and will live forever.

vv. 41-51 show us why the Jews rejected Jesus. They judged things by human values

and by external standards.
They thought, "This man is a carpenter's son. We have watched him grow up in

Nazareth." They had no way to process that a poor tradesman could be a special
messenger from God.

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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While Lawrence of Arabia was serving as an airman in the Royal Airforce, he visited

the home of his friend Thomas Hardy. The mayoress of Dorchester was also present. She

was bitterly affronted that she had to submit to meeting a common airman. She said to
Mrs. Hardy in French that never in her life had she had to sit down with a private soldier.

No one said anything. Then Lawrence said in perfect French, "I beg your pardon Madame,

but can I be of any use as an interpreter? Mrs. Hardy knows no French."
A snobbish and very discourteous woman had made a shattering mistake because she

judged by externals.
How we need to avoid making judgements and trying to read people's motives by

basing our observations on externals.

Come to think of it, maybe we need to leave the reading of motives to Him who knows
our thoughts before we think them.

In verses 60 to 71 we see many of the disciples complaining about the hard sayings of

Jesus, and in v. 66 actually departing from Him.

In v. 67 Jesus looks at the disciples and says, "Do you wish to go away also?"

Peter, good old impetuous Peter, must have encouraged Jesus' heart as he said, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.

69 “We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.”11

The Greek word translated "hard" in our text means not hard to understand, but hard

to accept.

Time and again it is not the intellectual difficulty that keeps men from becoming
followers of Christ. It is the height of Christ's moral demand.

The real difficulty of Christianity is two-fold. It demands an act of surrender to
Christ, and acceptance of Him as the final authority; and it demands a moral standard of

the highest level.

The message of salvation which does not confront men with their sin, their need to
submit to Christ's Lordship and the need to follow Him in obedience is shallow and

dangerous.

William Barkley, writing about Peter's response to Christ says:

Peter's loyalty was based on a personal relationship to Jesus Christ. There

were many things he did not understand: He was just as bewildered and

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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puzzled as anyone else. But there was something about Jesus for which he
would willingly die. In the last analysis Christianity is not a philosophy which

we accept, nor a theory to which we give allegiance. It is a personal response
to Jesus Christ. It is the allegiance and the love which a man gives because his

heart will not allow him to do anything else.

End of quotation

The Life Application Bible Commentary has this probing question for us as we face

Jesus' invitation this morning.

How will you respond?

In response to Jesus' message

Some left; others stayed and truly believed; and some like Judas, stayed but
tried to use Jesus for personal gain.

Many people today turn away from Christ when they discern His real message.

Others pretend to follow, going to church for status, approval of family and
friends, or business contacts.

We have only two choices for responding to Jesus—We either accept Him or
reject Him.

Have you accepted or rejected Christ?
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