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Luke 16:1-18………...……………………………………………………Read vv 1-8

The early morning sun streamed through the beautiful curtains of the rich man’s house in
Jerusalem. The master stirred sleepily on the soft bed. It had not been a good night. The
evening before he had received a very bad report about his trusted slave manger of his
country estate. The steward had worked for him for many years. He thought again about
the arrangement. Had he been too lenient with him? It was customary for a rich absentee
landowner to place a trusted slave in the position of manager of his country farm. The slave
was responsible for the complete operation of the estate. He could hire and fire. He had
complete access to the finances. He could buy, sell, trade, invest or whatever he wanted
with the money.

This slave had been embezzling, wasting or squandering his master’s money for years.
The Greek work translated here literally means “scattering”, laying waste as in a military
campaign.

Now he had received a note from the owner. “Render the account. I want a complete
financial state ment, and if what I’ve heard is true, you are fired!”

The slave had grown soft and flabby through many years of good food and inactivity. He
was a proud man who was ashamed to ask for help.

He was unwilling to ask for the one thing that he needed—his master’s forgiveness. He
thought to himself, “ I’m to weak to labor. I’m too proud to beg. I’m soon out of a job. What
will I do?”

Suddenly he had an inspiration. Quickly he called each of his master’s debtors, apparently
one by one to insure secrecy. He had the m adjust the amounts lower to show that the
amount owed was not as much as before.

The debts were probably rental obligations. It was common for tenants to pay rent in
kind, in this case payment was made in oil and wheat. The payment probably represented
the master’s share of the harvest.

The amounts were quite large. The man who owed 100 measures of oil could have been
indebted for as much as 900 gallons of oil. This represented the amount of oil from 146 olive
trees!

The amount of wheat owed was approximately 1,000 bushels.
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The reduction of the accounts was a brilliant but dishonest stroke for the slave to make.
Whe n he was put out of his job the debtors would be obligated to him and would provide
him with food and shelter.

This obligation was strengthened by the fact that each of the debtors were co-conspirators
with him. By accepting his offer and changing the bills they were implicated in the
dishonesty.

How careful we should be to avoid compromise in financial situations which are in our
favor but dishonest.

Whe n the master came and found out about the steward’s shrewd moves he gave him a
grudging praise for his shrewdness.

It is important for us to observe that it was the lord of the estate and not the Lord Jesus
who comme nded the slave. Also, he was not comme nded for his dishonesty, but for his
shrewdness and ingenuity.

What lessons can we learn from this parable? We must remember that a parable must not
be pressed for fine details. There is usually one or several main points.

1. Surely the main point is that we must always be faithful with what we are entrusted
with by men or God.

At our places of employment, in our dealings with those who entrust f inancial matters to
us, we must be honest.

Several years ago my mother decided to give me power of attorney over her finances. Dad
had died and she had never been very familiar with finances. The man at the bank said to
mother, “Do you want him to have authority to buy, sell, invest and have complete control
over your money?”

That was a sobering question. It e mphasized the responsibility I was being entrusted with.
We need to be honest in all our dealings.

We also need to remember who the money belongs to. Often we speak of “our money”,
“our possessions”, “ I own this or that”. While in a certain legal sense that is correct we need
to constantly remind ourselves that we don’t own anything. It all belongs to God. He
entrusts it to us to mange while we are here.
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What a difference it will make when we understand that. We will not clutch and grasp if
we know it’s not ours. We will be much more generous if we know it’s not ours.

We will be more careful not to waste if we realize it is our responsibility to use our
Father’s resources wisely. He owns it all. We are just managers of it. It behooves us to use it
in the way he would want it used and invested. Understanding this will help to shift our
focus from earthly to heavenly things. Whe n we understand that we are simply pilgrims
passing through this world using the finances he blesses us with, we will be more likely to
think and focus on our real heavenly world that lies ahead. Our decisions will be made in
light of eternity instead of being bound by time and space.

Another closely related lesson is that we must always be careful with and treat properly
things which belong to others. Rented cars are always treated worse than owned cars. They
are usually neglected and abused much more than the cars which are owned.

There is something in many of us which says, “ It doesn’t matter; it’s not mine.”
The slave “wasted” or dissipated his master’s goods.
We don’t know e xactly how he did this, but Scripture is clear that he was dishonest in

some way. He lost his job because of it.
You and I have been entrusted with so many things.
We of course are entrusted with money. All of us will give account for the way we used

the money he entrusted to us.
Are we generous or stingy with money?
Do we control it or do we allow it to control us?
Do we use it in a way which will bring honor and glory to God?
Do we spend our money like the rich fool who built bigger barns to store his goods?
Do we send it ahead by giving and sharing with those who are less fortunate and by giving

to God’s work?
William Barkley says, “A man’s true wealth consists not in what he kept, but in what he

gave away.”
Do we use our wealth selfishly or to help others?

Again William Barkley says,

Possessions are not in themselves a sin. But they are a great responsibility, and the
man who uses them to help his friends has gone far to discharge that responsibility.
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The Life Application Bible Comme ntary has this to say,

With this parable, Jesus was pointing out that everyone, fully warned of the
coming divine judgme nt, should follow this manager’s example. All people are in a
worse predicame nt than this manger because their eternal destinies hang in the
balance. Instead of frantically holding on to possessions that soon will disappear,
people should give possessions away, especially to those in need (12:33). Money will
not last, but people, God’s Word, and his kingdom will. Will your investme nts reap
eternal dividends?

Again, words of warning and self-examination for us.

Money can easily take God’s place in your life. It can become your master. How
can you tell if you are a slave to money? If you answer yes to most of these questions,
you have a problem.

• Do you think and worry about it frequently?
• Do you give up doing what you should do or would like to do in order to make

more money?
• Do you spend a great deal of your time car ing for your possessions?
• Is it hard for you to give money away?
• Are you in debt?

Money is a hard master and a deceptive one. Wealth promises power and control
but often cannot deliver. Great fortunes can be made—and lost—overnight, and
no amount of money can provide health, happiness, and eternal life. Instead, let
God be your Master. His servants have peace of mind and security, both now and
forever.

Harry Ironside says,
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If God has given us wealth we should use it to His glory in spreading His gospel
and in relieving distressed and suffering humanity. Many of God's children are more
concerned about present gains than they are about future blessings”

End of quotation

God is vitally interested in how we manage the financial wealth He has e ntrusted to us.

Someone has said

Show me how a man spe nds his money and I’ll show you the condition of His
spiritual life

A man’s use of his money is often the acid test of his character.
If a man loves money inordinately he exposes himself to every other kind of iniquity.

End of quotation

Vv 10-11 show us that a man’s way of fulf illing a small task is the best proof of his f itness
or unfitness to be entrusted with a bigger task. This is true of natural things. The worker
who is faithful in small things is the one to be entrusted with more important things.

Usually it is the man who gives evidence of his honesty and ability who is promoted to
higher office.

This is true in spiritual things as well. Jesus e xtends this principle to eternity.
He says, “Upon earth you are in charge of things which are not really yours. You cannot

take them with you when you die. They are only le nt to you. You are only a steward over
them. They cannot, in the nature of things, be permanently yours. On the other hand in
heaven you will get what is really and eternally yours. And what you get in heaven depends
on how you use the things of earth. What you will be given as your very own will depend
on how you use the things of which you are only the steward.”

If you are not trustworthy in handling the wealth God entrusts to you how can God trust
you with true riches? The endless treasures of heaven. Trustworthiness goes to a person’s
very core. It will emerge in all situations. If you and I are not faithfull in small things how
can we expect to be entrusted with eternal things?
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The Life Application Bible Comme ntary says,

Integrity often meets its match in money matters. God calls his people to be
honest even in small details that could easily be rationalized away. Heaven’s riches
are far more valuable than earthly wealth. But those who are not trustworthy with
money here (no matter how much or how little) will be unfit to handle the vast
riches of God’s kingdom. Don’t let your integrity slip in small matters, and it will not
fail you in crucial decisions either.

Faithfulness or unfaithfulness spring from the moral and spiritual condition of the inner
man.

V 13 Jesus shares an eternal principle.

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.1”

It’s difficult for us to grasp the concept Jesus is expressing with our Western minds.
Often we work two jobs. We have a job and a hobby. Eight or ten hours of our day

belong to the job. The rest belongs to us. We can easily work for two different people. We
have working time and spare time. In Jesus’ wor ld the slave had no time of his own. The
master possessed the slave exclusively. The slave had no spare time. Every moment of his
day, every ounce of his energy, belonged to his master.

Just so, Jesus says serving God can never be a part-time or spare time job.

William Barkley says,

Once a man chooses to serve God every moment of his time and every atom of his
energy belong to God. God is the most e xclusive of masters. We either belong to
Him totally or not at all.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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End of quotation

In vv 14-18 Jesus talks of the law that does not change.

There are three sections in these verses.
First, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees.
v 14 says the Pharisees were lovers of money. As Jesus taught about the importance of

using our money properly the Pharisees were convicted. The scoffed at Him. Literally they
turned up their noses at Him.

The Jews connected earthly prosperity with goodness. To them wealth was a sign that a
man was good.

The Pharisees paraded their goodness.
Remember the man who stood on the street corner loudly praying about how good he

was? The more they exulted themselves before men the more they became an abomination
to God.

Jesus knew what was in their hearts. They looked pious outside but their hearts were evil
and sinful.

Their wealth caused them to abandon true spirituality.
Prosperity must never become a substitute for devotion and service to God.
What this world honors is an abomination in the sight of God
People, like these religious leaders, who focus their lives on outward appearance and

impressing others serve the wrong master and therefore cannot serve God.

2nd, vv 16-17…before Jesus the Law and the prophets had been the final Word of God.
Jesus came preaching the kingdom.
The most unlikely people came storming their way into the kingdom.
Tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners. Horrors! All of the m came to Jesus even in spite of

the barriers set up by the religious leaders. There is a lesson here for us.
Is our focus simply on those who are like us…look like us, act like us, smell like us? Do

we erect barriers that keep those who are not like us away from Jesus?
Whe n was the last time you ministered to or associated with someone who doesn’t attend

this church? Do you make outsiders feel welcome when they attend our services?
Can they sense your lack of welcome when they are here?
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Jesus told the people in Matt. 25, “When you minister to the lost, the broken, the smelly,
you are ministering to me”. For too long we have sat comfortably in here saying, “Here we
are, you can come if you wish”

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and make disciples”.
You and I need to build bridges of friendship to those who are unchurched. If we expect

to reach the world for Christ we will need to develop friendships with those who don’t know
him and are not like us.

Jesus is telling the Pharisees His kingdom was not an end to the Law. The ceremonial
aspects of the Law were no more, but Jesus said, “don’t think Christianity is an easy way with
no laws required”.

The great laws stood unaltered and unchanged. Jesus said not even a small part of a
Hebrew letter of the great laws would pass away.

Third, at first glance v 18 seems to be strangely out of context in what Jesus is saying.
He is demonstrating to the religious leaders that the Law is still valid—the moral and

spiritual aspects of the Law still apply.
To illustrate the unchangeableness of the Law Jesus brings the marriage relation into

discussion.
Jesus had said that His coming fulf illed the Law and the prophets.
That did not mean that the Law was no longer valid.
As an example Jesus says the marriage relationship is based on eternal principles. It is to

be permanent and only to be dissolved by death.
The Jews glorified fidelity and faithfulness in the marriage relationship.
The rabbis said, “All things can God overlook except unchastity. Unchastity causes the

glory of God to depart.”
They taught that a Jew must surrender his life before he commit idolatry, murder or

adultery. In Jesus’ day the tragedy was that the marriage bond was under great attack.
Under Jewish law a woman was a thing—a piece of her husband’s property.

She could divorce her husband for only three reasons:

1. if he became a leper
2. if he became an apostate
3. if he ravished a virgin
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The only other right she had was for her dowry to be paid back to her.
There were provisions allowing the husband to keep the dowry if his wife was unfaithful.

Many Jewish me n were accusing their wives of adultery so they could keep the dowry. A
woman could be divorced with or without her will. A man only with his will.

The Mosaic law said, When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it

happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some
indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her

hand and sends her out from his house…2
The proble m was interpreting the phrase some indecency in her3.

The liberal Jews taught that divorce was permitted for almost any reason:

• If she burned the toast
• If she spoiled a dish of food
• If she spun in the street
• If she talked to a strange man
• If she was a brawling woman (defined as one whose voice could be heard in the next

house).
• Even if a man found a woman prettier than his wife!

For all of these and a host of other reasons a man could divorce his wife. The conservative
rabbis taught that marital unfaithfulness was the only grounds for divorce.

So Jesus is saying, “You guys, listen to me. Marriage is created by God to be a sacred,
permane nt union and partnership between husband and wife. It is not to be looked on
lightly.” Jesus said to the shocked Jewish hearers, “Anyone who divorces His wife and
marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.”

You will search in vain for permission to divorce and remarry from the lips of Jesus.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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In Matthew’s gospel immorality is given as a possible exception, but nowhere is
remarriage sanctioned.

William Barkley says, “ If we destroy family life, we destroy the very basis of the Christian
life, and Jesus here lays down a law which men relax only at their peril.” – end of quotation

Jesus says, “No! God’s law outlasts heaven and earth.” He affirms in v 18 that anyone who
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery.
In His teaching on divorce in Mark Jesus says, “Whoever divorces his wife and

marries another woman commits adultery against her;
12 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another

man, she is committing adultery.”4
I don’t know how you can unscramble the egg when you have married partners who have

living partners from a previous marriage.
What I think we can clearly see from Jesus’ teaching is that marriage is to be a lifelong

union between a man and a woman…that marriage is recognized by God and if a civil
divorce legally separates it, God still sees the original marriage as valid.

According to Jesus, God looks upon subsequent marriages while either partner has living
partners from previous marriage as an adulterous relationship.

It is a hard teaching, but if we wish to be honest with the text that is what Jesus says.
I think one of the reasons Christ holds such a high view of the marriage relationship is

that He uses it as a picture of His relationship with the church.
Christ has betrothed the church to Himself as His pure chaste bride to be. He desires the

marriage relationship to reflect that purity and chastity.

Jesus tells us in these verses that we will one day give account for the actions of this life.
Specifically…

• We are to use the wealth He entrusts us with wisely and in a way that will bring glory
to God and help mankind.

• We are to use the time God gifts us with wisely and for Him.
• We are to use the gifts and abilities He gives us to serve Him and others.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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• We are to treat our marriage relationships as sacred, binding and unbreakable by
nothing but death. We are to be faithful always to our marriage partners.

One of these days life will e nd. Our time on earth will be over. Let’s resolve to use our
resources and gifts wisely in His service so we can hear the words, “Well done, good and
faithful servant; enter thou into the joys of your Lord.”

Mummerts Feb 2009
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