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Mark 6:14-29

Mark chapter 6 starts and ends with Jesus' and the disciples' ministry.  Sandwiched

between the accounts of ministry is Mark's account of the death of John the Baptist.

It is the account of a weak king who is manipulated and outwitted by a vengeful, evil

woman.

The king in the account is technically not a king but a tetrarch, which literally meant

"ruler of ¼".

When Herod the Great died he left 6 wills.  He had killed many of his sons.  Rome stepped

in and divided his kingdom into 4 parts.

The tetrarch of Galilee and Perea was one of King's Herod's sons Herod Antipas.  This is

the Herod of our story.

The Herods were well-known for their immorality, debauchery, lies, murder and

treachery.

Herod Antipas was a weak, insensitive, debauched man who was married to an Arab

princess, probably to cement a political alliance.

Antipas paid a visit to Rome and was entertained by his half brother Herod Philip.  While

Antipas was in Rome he repaid Philip's hospitality by seducing and stealing his wife

Herodias.

It is very difficult to follow the Herod's family tree.  Antipas and Philip were half

brothers, sons of King Herod the Great.  Herodias was daughter of another of Herod's sons,

making her the niece of both Antipas and Philip.

Herodias was also Antipas' sister-in-law.  Herodias' daughter Salome would thus be both

Antipas' stepdaughter and his niece.

By marrying his niece and half brother's wife Antipas had broken Jewish law in Leviticus

18 and had outraged the laws of decency and morality.

Because of this John the Baptist had rebuked him.

It took incredible courage to condemn or rebuke an oriental king who held the power of

life and death.  This courage is recognized by the framers of The Book of Common Prayer

where we read,

Almighty God, by whose providence thy servant, John the Baptist, was

wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of thy son our savior, by
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preaching of repentance; make us so to follow his doctrine and holy life, that

we may truly repent according to his preaching; and after his example

constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the

truth's sake.

In spite of John's rebuke Herod still feared and respected him.  John was so obviously a

man of sincerity and goodness.  Apparently Herod was trying to protect John from Herodias

by having him imprisoned.  Herodias, we are told, had a grudge against John.  She was

climbing the social ladder, and John had the audacity to speak against her adulterous and

incestuous lifestyle.

Josephus tells us the prison was one of Herod Antipas' prison/fortresses.  These had been

built by King Herod the Great as defensive fortresses to protect his territory.  John was

imprisoned at Machaerus which was located in the desert northeast of the Dead Sea.

Machaerus stood on a lonely ridge surrounded by terrible, deep ravines.  It was a lonely,

fearful place.  To this day the dungeons are there.  The traveler can still see the staples and

the iron hooks in the wall to which John may have been bound.

Herod, Mark says, feared John but enjoyed listening to him.

Herodias bided her time and waited for an opportunity.  This came when Herod gave a

lavish banquet for officials in his kingdom to celebrate his birthday.

Apparently it was a male-only banquet at which the wine flowed freely.

Sensing an opening, Herodias shamelessly asked her daughter to perform a sensual dance

for the audience.

This type of sensual dance would have been performed by a prostitute.  The drunken men

would have been filled with lustful thoughts.

Herodias was so inflamed by hatred for John that she was willing to sacrifice the morality

of her daughter to get her revenge.

Watching the sensuous actions by the girl caused the drunken king to make a rash

promise.  Summoning the girl to him he said, "Ask me for whatever you want, and I will give

it to you."  Then he upped the offer by saying, "Whatever it is up to one half of my

kingdom's wealth, I'll give it to you."

Technically the kingdom wasn't his to offer.  Rome was his master and would have had to

approve any large gift.

The girl, not knowing what to ask for, seeks advice from Herodias, who instantly sees her

opportunity for revenge.
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"That's easy," she says, "Ask for the head of John the Baptist."

Apparently the idea of putting it on a platter was the girl's.  She immediately returns to

the king and says, "Bring me the head of John the Baptist on a platter."  The king realizes

with terror that he had been bested by his wife.

He doesn't want to kill John, but he is ashamed to go back on his promise in front of his

officials.

Summoning one of the royal bodyguards he sends him to the jail cell with orders to bring

back John's head.

Salome was presented with the grizzly trophy which she immediately took to her mother.

The disciples, upon hearing of the murder, came and carried away the body for burial.

Well, it was simple enough to order the execution.  It was far more difficult to quiet

Herod's nagging conscience.

He knew John was a godly and righteous man of God who was innocent.

He knew he should not have ordered his death.

He knew his marriage to Herodias was sinful and wrong.

He probably tried to divert his guilty conscience by lavish living, by parties like the one in

our text verses and by trying to ignore it.

Then stories began to filter in about a teacher who did astonishing miracles.  Herod's

guilty conscience went into overdrive.

The people had three theories about Jesus' miracles and work…

1. They said He was John the Baptist come back to life and doing miraculous things.

2. They said He was Elijah.

3. They said He was another OT prophet.

When Herod received word of the people's ideas, he immediately said, apparently

repeatedly, "This is John who I beheaded.  He has risen!"  His guilty conscience would not

allow him to rest.

There are so many lessons in this sordid story for us.  Let's dig in…

First… Think with me about Herod's guilty conscience.
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Herod had murdered a man of God.  He knew John was innocent and godly, yet he

beheaded him to keep his word.  Now his conscience is working overtime.  He is consumed

with guilt.

You and I need to remember that when we sin there is a price for us to pay.  When we

deliberately disobey God's Word or His Holy Spirit's voice we will not rest easy till we

confess and forsake our sin.

God is interested in our obedience.  He wants us to follow His Word and His voice.

He will not allow us to rest in peace till we obey Him.

Let's resolve to follow him in obedience.

Let's resolve to quickly obey when the Holy Spirit speaks to us.

Second…

Closely related is Herodias' desire for revenge.

She was just as guilty as Herod.  For love, power or political alliances she married

unlawfully.

She was wrong.  When John confronted her she could have repented and obeyed.

Instead she nursed a grudge against John.  She let her pride and anger turn to hatred,

bitterness and murder.  She let a desire master her life and keep her far from God.

A single desire or sin left unchecked and unrepented can harden our hearts and separate

us from God.

By hanging on to grudges and sin we can give the devil an opportunity to come into our

lives and build strongholds from which he can control us.  Don’t let grudges build up.  Don't

harden your heart against God's conviction of sin in your life.

Yet some of us know of those who have held on to grudges for years.  Some of us may be

holding on to bitterness and unforgiveness because we refuse to let go of a grudge.

Someone has wronged us years ago, and we are too proud or stubborn to go and make it

right.

Someone may have attempted to right a wrong, but we proudly refused to forgive.

Brothers / sisters, that behavior is an insult to the grace and forgiveness of our Lord's sacrifice

at Calvary.

Who among us can honestly say we have suffered even a fraction of what our Lord
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willingly suffered for us?  Our Lord willingly forgave those who did unspeakable things to

Him—those who caused unimaginable pain and suffering to our blessed savior.

He forgave.  Yet sometimes we find it hard to forgive others the trifling things they do

against us.

When we get a real glimpse of Calvary, when we realize what He was willing to suffer for

us, when we realize even a little bit the great sin we were forgiven, we will have no trouble

forgiving each other.

Corrie Ten Boom writes,

 It was in a church in Munich that I saw him—a balding, heavyset man

in a gray overcoat, a brown felt hat clutched between his hands. People

were filing out of the basement room where I had just spoken, moving

along the rows of wooden chairs to the door at the rear. It was 1947 and I

had come from Holland to defeated Germany with the message that God

forgives.

It was the truth they needed most to hear in that bitter, bombed-out

land, and I gave them my favorite mental picture. Maybe because the sea is

never far from a Hollander’s mind, I liked to think that that’s where

forgiven sins were thrown. ‘When we confess our sins,’ I said, ‘God casts

them into the deepest ocean, gone forever. …’

The solemn faces stared back at me, not quite daring to believe. There

were never questions after a talk in Germany in 1947. People stood up in

silence, in silence collected their wraps, in silence left the room.

And that’s when I saw him, working his way forward against the others.

One moment I saw the overcoat and the brown hat; the next, a blue

uniform and a visored cap with its skull and crossbones. It came back with a

rush: the huge room with its harsh overhead lights; the pathetic pile of

dresses and shoes in the center of the floor; the shame of walking naked past

this man. I could see my sister’s frail form ahead of me, ribs sharp beneath

the parchment skin. Betsie, how thin you were!
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[Betsie and I had been arrested for concealing Jews in our home during

the Nazi occupation of Holland; this man had been a guard at Ravensbruck

concentration camp where we were sent.]

Now he was in front of me, hand thrust out: ‘A fine message, Fräulein!

How good it is to know that, as you say, all our sins are at the bottom of the

sea!’

And I, who had spoken so glibly of forgiveness, fumbled in my

pocketbook rather than take that hand. He would not remember me, of

course—how could he remember one prisoner among those thousands of

women?

But I remembered him and the leather crop swinging from his belt. I was

face-to-face with one of my captors and my blood seemed to freeze.

‘You mentioned Ravensbruck in your talk,’ he was saying, ‘I was a guard

there.’ No, he did not remember me.

‘But since that time,’ he went on, ‘I have become a Christian. I know that

God has forgiven me for the cruel things I did there, but I would like to

hear it from your lips as well. Fräulein,’ again the hand came out—’will you

forgive me?’

And I stood there—I whose sins had again and again to be forgiven—and

could not forgive. Betsie had died in that place—could he erase her slow

terrible death simply for the asking?

It could not have been many seconds that he stood there—hand held

out—but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the most difficult thing I

had ever had to do.

For I had to do it—I knew that. The message that God forgives has a
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prior condition: that we forgive those who have injured us. ‘If you do not

forgive men their trespasses,’ Jesus says, ‘neither will your Father in heaven

forgive your trespasses.’

I knew it not only as a commandment of God, but as a daily experience.

Since the end of the war I had had a home in Holland for victims of Nazi

brutality. Those who were able to forgive their former enemies were able

also to return to the outside world and rebuild their lives, no matter what

the physical scars. Those who nursed their bitterness remained invalids. It

was as simple and as horrible as that.

And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart. But

forgiveness is not an emotion—I knew that too. Forgiveness is an act of the

will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature of the heart.

‘… Help!’ I prayed silently. ‘I can lift my hand. I can do that much. You

supply the feeling.’

And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched

out to me. And as I did, an incredible thing took place. The current started

in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And

then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to

my eyes.

‘I forgive you, brother!’ I cried. ‘With all my heart!’

For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and

the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so intensely, as I did

then

Christ's love demands we forgive, demands we release our grudges.  Let's be obedient to

God the Holy Spirit and obey.

Third… Be careful of rash talk.
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Scripture records at least two rash vows that should not have been made.  Jephthah, flush

with victory, vowed to sacrifice to God whatever came out to meet him.  It turned out to be

his daughter.  King Saul vowed to kill anyone who ate before evening.  His son Jonathan did

not get the message and ate a little honey.  Saul was in a terrible predicament.  How we need

to be careful not to make rash promises or pronouncements.  It is so very important for us to

think before we speak.

Some of us rashly say the most awful things when we are angry or upset.  We often don't

even think what we are saying.  We don't mean what we are saying, but those words can

wound and hurt deeply.

Before we speak we need to consider the impact our words will have on us and on others.

Fourth… Peer pressure is a terrible thing.

If we yield to the pressure of those around us we will do things we have no business

doing.

Herod did not want to kill John the Baptist, but he gave the order so he wouldn't be

embarrassed in front of his guests.

It is so easy for us to go along with the crowd and allow ourselves to be pressured into

doing wrong.

We need to avoid situations where we may be too embarrassed to do right.  We need to

determine to do right no matter how embarrassing or painful it may be.

One good way to avoid doing sinful things because of peer pressure is to avoid the people,

places and things which we know will tempt us to sinful behavior.  It's no use asking God to

"keep us from temptation" if we deliberately place ourselves in those places where we know

we will be tempted.

Fifth… Persecution may come.

Discipleship may mean death or persecution.  John, Jesus and most of the disciples died

martyr's deaths.  God has not promised us lives without persecution.  Here in America we

have so far been shielded from persecution.  All around the world our Christian brothers and

sisters are often brutally treated, and may give their lives for Christ.  The latest Voice of the

Martyrs publication is filled with accounts of brothers and sisters, some of which were called

upon to pay the ultimate price for their faith.  Amiaa was butchered with machetes and left
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for dead.

Sabina Wurmbrand, co-founder of Voice of the Martyrs, met and forgave the prison guard

who was responsible for the death of her family.

Edilma's husband was shot and killed by men she knew and saw every day.  God's grace

gave her the ability to forgive them.

We may never face this kind of persecution, but I believe it is important that we prepare

for it if it comes.  It is important that we know what and why we believe so we can

successfully resist if our faith is put to the test.  All throughout history Christians have been

called upon to suffer for their faith.

It is not reasonable for us to expect that we will be exempt from persecution.  We need to

be prepared if it does come.

Sixth… The weak man and the scheming woman…

Herod Antipas didn't win any honors in the "strong Christian leader" department.  Herod

was weak, vacillating and selfish.  He lived to gratify his passions and get what he could for

himself.

His wife was pushy, scheming and vindictive.  Rather than deal with standing up to her he

allowed her to manipulate him.

We men and women must take a lesson from this pair.

God has placed the man in the position of leadership in the home.  He is to be the spiritual

leader.  His family should be able to look up to him with honor and respect.

He should cultivate a deep, spiritual walk with God.  This relationship with God should

spill over into his family's lives.

They should see him making moral choices and decisions which are shaped by his

relationship with God.

He should be open and transparent, willing to seek their forgiveness when his life is

inconsistent.

He should nourish and encourage his family by leading them in family devotions when

they are young and by encouraging them to develop their own times of spiritual discipline

when they are older.

This kind of spiritual relationship with God will build strong character and will lead to

right moral choices.

You ladies need to remember how great your influence can be on your men.
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Being godly, winsome and kind will yield dividends which you would never get by

whining and nagging.

Peter talks about this in 1 Peter 3:1-4:

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands
so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be
won without a word by the behavior of their wives,
2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.
3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair,
and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;
4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the

imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in

the sight of God.1

Peter also speaks to husbands in v 7 and then to both husband and wife in vv 8-9:

7You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an
understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman;
and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your
prayers will not be hindered.
8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly,
kindhearted, and humble in spirit;
9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing

instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might

inherit a blessing.2

The family will function best when Christ is the head of the home.

If the husband will truly love his wife and family as Christ loved the church they will

have no problem respecting and submitting to his authority.

That authority will be exercised in Christ like love and tenderness if the husband is truly

following Christ.  This was obviously not true in the Herod household.

Seventh… We need to remember that God's Word teaches that death is the only way to

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Pe 3:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Pe 3:6 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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end a marriage.

God's Word teaches us that to divorce and remarry while one's ex is still living is sin.

Christ says in Luke 16:18:

Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery,
and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits
adultery.3

Also Mark 10:11-12:

11 And He * said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries
another woman commits adultery against her;
12 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man,
she is committing adultery.”4

Paul writing in 1 Cor. 7:10-11:

10 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the
wife should not leave her husband

11(but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled

to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife.5

Paul is giving the teaching that if divorce does happen or has occurred the partners should

remain unmarried or be reconciled to each other.

It is truly a hard teaching.  many in Christendom do not teach and practice it, but God's

Word is clear.  We disobey at our peril.

Eighth… Contrary to the moral depravity we see in Herod, Herodias and Salome, God

calls each of us to lives of moral purity.

                                                          
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Lk 16:18 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Mk 10:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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God is especially jealous of our marital purity, because we are a picture of the church

being the bride of Christ.  Just like the church must keep itself pure before the marriage

supper of the Lamb, the single persons should keep themselves morally pure.

Premarital sexual activity is strongly condemned by God's Word.

It is important that limits are set on moral behavior before one enters a tempting situation.

If limits are not set beforehand one may engage in behavior which they would not have done

if limits had been set beforehand.

Married people need to remember that God has called them to sexual purity to their

marriage partner.

All sexual expression outside of the marriage is sin and is condemned by God.  The

physical relationship in the marriage bond is loving and beautiful.  It is cheapened and sinful

outside of marriage.

Today society clamors for same-sex marriage and the acceptance of the homosexual

lifestyle.  We need to remember that while we love the person, God's Word clearly

condemns these perversions as sin.

Paul, writing to the Corinthians in 1 Cor. 6:9-10…

9Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,

10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor

swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.6

Paul clearly condemns these lifestyles and says those who practice them and do not repent

will not inherit the kingdom of God.

God calls all of us to lives of sexual purity.

Today we need to guard against pornography and smutty printing.

Don't ever let Satan fool you into thinking you can practice these alone and not affect

others.

                                                                                                                                                                                          
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Co 7:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Co 6:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Sexual sin always affects others.  Let's determine to stay pure sexually both in our actions

and in our thoughts.

We need to be like the man in Psalm 1…

1 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked,

Nor stand in the path of sinners,
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,7

Delighting in God's law and meditating on His law day and night will help keep us

morally pure.

The Life Application Bible Commentary has this to say:

Christians today face a world of moral compromise.  Secular power sets

standards that correspond to majority vote.  But Christian standards begin

with God's Word.  To be faithful to God's Word, we must stand up against

what is morally wrong.  Start with prayer for wisdom, then pray for courage.

Speak and act as a faithful follower of the living God.  Witness with strength;

move mountains by faith; overcome in love.  Show the compromised world a

little of John's stubbornness and fortitude.

May God help us to be faithful.

Mummerts 2013

                                                          
7New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ps 1:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).


