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Matthew chapter 1…………………………………………….opening vv 18-25

The world is full of predictions, projections and best guesses. Meteorologists tell us what
they think the weather will be. Sports journalists predicts the outcome of a championship
series. Pollsters project the probable winner of elections. News commentators declare the
directions of nations. Futurists e xplain what the world will be like a few decades hence.

Our daily conversations are sprinkled with future talk. Who do you think will win?
What are your retirement plans? What will you do after graduation?

Often these predictions/prophecies are not fulfilled e xactly as they are stated. Partly
sunny becomes a downpour. The underdog becomes an upset victor. Unexpected events
alter our plans.

Biblical prophecy is quite different. Inspired by God, each of the prophet's words come
true in exact detail.

The gospel of Matthew provides amazing examples of the power and accuracy of God's
prophets who had foretold the coming of the Messiah.

Detailed prophecies predicted:

His humble birth to a virgin
His birth in the town of Bethlehem
His crucifixion with criminals
His resurrection from the dead

Matthew shows that Jesus fulfilled every prophecy and fit every description of the Jewish
savior.

He is portrayed as Jesus the Messiah, King of Kings, Lord of Lords…and as our savior.

Matthew presents Jesus as the Son of God1 23 times. The gospel emphasizes Christ's
teachings.

He also presents Christ as "King", "as Messiah".
Chapter 1 traces His genealogy to David.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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The Magi came asking, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?2

Eight times Jesus is called son of David3.

Pilate asks, “Are You the King of the Jews?”4
On the cross the title was written, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”5

We don't know where the gospel was written. Some have suggested Antioch or
Jerusalem.

Its failure to mention the temple's destruction points to a date before 70AD, probably
around 60-65.

By this time Christianity was well-established in the world and many of the NT books had
already been written.

Jesus' reference to THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING6 seems to point to Jerusalem before the
temple was destroyed.

We believe the author was Matthew, also called Levi; he was a former tax collector and
was one of the original twelve disciples.

His name means "the gift of Yahweh". As a tax collector he collected "tolls" from local
merchants and farmers carrying goods to market. He worked as an agent for the despised
Roman government. As a tax collector he would have been intensely disliked by his fellow
countryme n. In the first-century Roman world if you wanted to become a tax collector you
went to the Roman authorities and bought the right to collect taxes or tolls at a certain
location.

The tax collector paid for the right to collect. He paid the Roman governme nt whatever
they assessed him and he was free to charge whatever he could get and keep whatever he
collected above the Roman assessme nt.

It was a syste m which was ripe for corruption. Many unscrupulous collectors charged
enormous prices and grew quite rich.

In the gospels we see the formula "tax collectors, Gentiles and sinners". The Jews
classified tax collectors in the same class as the worst sinners—worse than prostitutes!

As a tax collector Matthew had some unique qualifications for writing the gospel. By

2The King James Version, 1769.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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training he would know how to keep meticulous records.
He probably knew shorthand which would e nable him to record and preserve discourses

and sermons. He would have been intimately acquainted with and would have known the
value of all kinds of goods.

He probably knew the local Aramaic as well as the Greek language.
The gospel, like many first-century writings, is anonymous.

The early church was almost unanimous in its belief that Matthew wrote the gospel
bearing his name.

There has been some modern doubt about Matthew's authorship, but there is no good
reason to reject Matthew as the author of the gospel.

Matthew was not particularly prominent among the twelve. There was no good reason to
assign the gospel to him if he had not actually writte n it.

Church historian Eusebius (fourth century) said, "Matthew wrote down the logia in the
Hebrew (Aramaic) language and everyone translated them as best they could."

Scholars are not sure of his meaning.

Some possibilities are:

1. An Aramaic gospel written by Matthew prior to the Greek gospel
2. An Aramaic record of the Lord's sayings to be used in instructing Jewish converts

Neither would e xclude Matthew as the author of the first gospel. An interesting clue to
the author is in Matt. 9:9-10. Matthew is called and there is a meal in the7 house (could be
translated in "his" house). The parallel passage, Mark 2:14-15, says it was Matthew's house.
Apparently Matthew was speaking of his own house. Matt. 17:24-27 describes the temple
tax collectors asking Peter if Jesus paid taxes. This is only recorded in Matthew. It is the
kind of incident a tax collector would record.

We should probably mention briefly the synoptic problem. Matthew, Mark and Luke
basically cover the same geographical and chronological material as they record the events in
the life of Jesus.

There are some events listed which are unique to each of them, but they basically cover

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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the same ground.
This has led to these three being called the synoptic gospels. The word comes from two

Greek words which together mean "to see together" or "able to be seen together". Much of
Matthew, Mark and Luke deals with the Galilean ministry of Jesus. The events of the
passion, crucifixion and suffering of Jesus occupy less than a quarter of their narrative.

The gospel of John on the other hand ce nters largely on the Judean ministry and about
half of his narrative centers on the events of Jesus' final week.

There are also a few differences such as John's occasional use of Roman time instead of the
Jewish accounting of time.

This has led some critics to suggest that the synoptics and John are hopelessly in conflict
with each other. It is alleged that John contradicts the synoptics and vice versa.

A study of the technical details of the modern skeptical view of the relationship of the
four gospels to each other is beyond the scope of this introduction. It is sufficient to say that
the early and constant witness of the church is that the gospels show no more differences
than one would expect from four different writers independently pe nning an account of the
life of Christ and that Matthew is the author of the first gospel.

There are very good explanations for each of the supposed conflicts inherent in the
synoptic problem.

The Jewish people were looking for a king who would be a powerful political ruler, one
who would smash the hated Roman legions who occupied Palestine. They were not open to
the idea of a spiritual king.

Jesus was not the kind of king/Messiah they wanted. The religious leaders were in the
forefront of the opposition Jesus faced from His own people. Under the cloak of legality the
Jews murdered their God-sent Messiah. But Jesus didn't stay dead. He started a new
moveme nt which moved from Jerusalem to the outer provinces and into Samaria.

Christianity was extremely suspect to the Jews. Matthew was the man who attempted to
explain Christianity and Christ as king to His fellow Jews. The gospel is saturated with the
Hebrew Scriptures. There are at least 129 OT references, either direct quotes or allusions to
them.

25 of the 39 OT books are quoted. Matthew drew from every part of the Jewish Bible—
the Law, the prophets and the writings.

Many of the quotes are from the Septuagint, which is the Greek version of the OT
translated around 300 BC. It was the Bible Jesus and the early church would have used.

In Matthew chapter 1 vv 1-17 we have a listing of the lineage of the king, the Messiah.
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It seems a bit odd and rather unusual to us for an author to begin his book this way. It's as
if Matthew didn't know much about grabbing his reader's attention at the very beginning.

But to a first-century Jew Matthew was right on target.
Remember Matthew was writing to the Jewish people. To the Jews ancestry was

everything. Matthew calls this The book of the generation of Jesus Christ8. That
would be a common phrase to a Jew. It means the record of a man's lineage with a few
explanatory sentences where this was necessary.

In the OT we find frequently lists of the generations of famous men. (Genesis 5:1, 10:1,
11:10 and 11:27 are four of those lists).

I was fascinated to discover that the great Jewish historian Josephus begins his book with a
careful listing of his ancestors which he says he found in the public records.

The Jews set the greatest possible store on purity of lineage. If any man had the slightest
admixture of foreign blood he lost the right to be called a Jew and a me mber of the people of
God.

A priest had to produce and unbroken record of ancestry back to Aaron. Any woman a
priest married needed to have records going back at least five generations. Whe n Ezra
reorganized the worship of God after the people returned from exile several families of
priests were barred from office because they could not find their genealogical records.

The records were kept at the temple. Any Jew could go there to research his ancestry.
That is why its destruction by the Romans was such a disaster. The destruction of God's
house and the discontinuation of temple worship were tragic. The destruction of the records
was catastrophic. Now no one could go there to prove his ancestry.

One of the issues facing modern-day Jews wishing to reestablish the priesthood and
rebuild the temple is the problem of proving ancestry. So it makes perfect sense for Matthew
to start like this. He is saying, "Here is the record of the ancestry of Jesus the king, the
Messiah." When Matthew wrote his readers could go to the temple in Jerusale m and double-
check his record.

Matthew arranges his names very carefully into three groups of fourteen people each. It
was arranged this way to assist with me morizing. The gospels were written hundreds of
years before books were produced on the printing press. Very few copies of the gospels
existed. Every copy was laboriously copied out by hand. So if one wished to posses a copy
one had to copy (many could not write) or memorize. The number 14 relates to the Hebrew

8The King James Version, 1769.
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alphabet and thus would make it easier to commit to me mory.
There were actually more than three groups of 14 names in Jesus ancestry, but Matthew

left out some in order to make it come out to three groups of 14.
These three groups seem to be arranged in a way which represents three great stages of

Jewish history.
The first section vv 1-6 take us to David. King David was the man who welded Israel into

a nation and made the Jews a major power in the world. David was Israel's greatest king.
The second section vv 7-11 takes the stroy of the nation to the exile to Babylon. It is the
section which tells of the nation's shame, tragedy and disaster.

vv 12-16 carry the story from the Babylonian disaster to the birth of Christ.
Jesus was the person who liberated men from their slavery, who rescued the m from their

disaster and in whom the tragedy was turned into triumph.
Barkley points out that these three sections can stand for three stages in the spiritual

history of mankind.

First he suggests Man was born for greatness.

In Genesis we read God created man in His own image, in the image of God

He created him9. God said, Let us make man in our image, after our

likeness10. Man was created in God's image. God's dream for man was a dream of
greatness. Man was designed for fellowship with God.

Second, Man lost his greatness.

Instead of being the servant of God man became the slave of sin.
G.K. Chesterston said of man, "Whatever else is true of man, man is not what he was

meant to be". Man used his free will to defy and disobey God rather than to enter into
friendship and fellowship with Him.

Thirdly, Man can regain his greatness.

God did not abandon man when he lost his greatness. He sent His son Jesus Christ to

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
10The King James Version, 1769.
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reclaim Him and liberate him from the chains of sin. Through Christ man could once again
find fellowship with God which he had lost.

Barkley says,

In his genealogy Matthew shows us the royalty of kingship gained, the tragedy of
freedom lost, the glory of liberty restored. And that, in the mercy of God, is the story
of mankind and of each individual man.

This passage also stresses two great facts about Jesus…

First, that he was the son of David.

Messiah had to come from the family of David. Matthew stresses that Jesus was from
David's line.

The NT bears this out.
Peter said it in Acts 2 vv 29-36.
Paul says Christ descended from David according to the flesh (Rom. 1:3).

Over and over again in the gospels he is addressed as son of David11
The Jews were waiting for the son of David12 who would come into the world and

lead the m to the glory which they believed to be theirs by right.
Jesus Christ and the new life He offers is the answer to the dreams of men. Not their

dreams of power and political rule, but the kingdom of God which leads to eternal life.

Second, the passage stresses that Jesus was the fulfillment of prophecy.

In Him the message of the prophets came true over and over again.
In a play set in Ireland in the terrible days of the famine in the mid-nineteenth century,

the government to give the people work sets them to building roads to no purpose and to no
destination. One of the builders says to his father, "They're makin' roads that lead to
nowhere".

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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If we believe in prophecy we can never make that state ment. Prophecy points us to the
truth that life is not on the way to nowhere, but is on the way to the goal of God.

One of the amazing things about this genealogy is the fact that the names of five women
are included. It is not normal to find the names of women in Jewish genealogies. The
woman had no legal rights. She was not recorded as a person but as a thing. She was merely
the possession of her father or of her husband. He could do with her as he liked.

In the regular morning prayer the Jew thanked God that he had not made him a Gentile, a
slave or a woman. The very fact that these names are listed here is surprising and
extraordinary, but whe n we see who these wome n are it is even more amazing.

Rahab was a harlot of Jericho.

Ruth was not even a Jew, but a Moabitess. The Law says "No Ammonite or Moabite may
enter the assembly of the Lord. Even to the tenth generation…" (ESV)

Ruth was from an alien and hated nation.

Tamar seduced her father-in-law and was an adulteress.

Bathsheba doesn't need any introduction. This was the woman who sinned with King
David.

It would have been difficult to find a more disreputable cast of characters, but here they
are listed in the genealogy of Jesus Christ the Messiah, the king of kings!

Of course the name Mary is included here. Mary is a Jew and has no marks on her
character like Rahab, Tamar and Bathsheba.

Here Matthew shows us in symbol the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for here he
shows us the barriers going down.

1. The barrier between Jew and Gentile is down.

Rahab the woman from Jericho and Ruth the woman of Moab find their place within the
pedigree of Jesus Christ. The love of God and the gospel have no barrier between the Jew
and the Gentile.
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2. The barrier between male and female is down.

The old concept is gone. Men and wome n stand equally dear to God and equally
important in His purposes and kingdom.

3. The barrier between saint and sinner is down.

Matthew is telling us that God can use for His purposes even those who have sinned and
fallen.

Jesus said, I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.13

Here at the very beginning of the gospel we are given a hint of the all-embracing width of
the love of God. God can find His servants amongst those from whom the respectable
orthodox would shudder away in horror.

Not only righteous Jews, but foreigners and sinners were to be offered entrance to the
kingdom of heave n. This is what makes the gospel "good news" to all mankind.

At the end of the list we find a carefully worded stateme nt which is very important--And

Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.14 (v 16)

of whom15 is feminine in the Greek. It clearly refers to Mary.
was born16 (NAS) – All through the list was born17 refers to the father in the usual

sense of procreation. Here suddenly there is a change in the form of the word, since it refers
to the mother in the sense of bringing forth into the world. Matthew is emphasizing the fact
of the virgin birth and the fact that Joseph is not the father of Jesus.

Jesus is first identified as "Christ18".

The ide ntification as Christ19 is from the Greek "Christos" which is the equivalent of the
Hebrew "Mashiah" (Messiah). Both mean the "anointed one". Jesus is the Greek equivale nt

13The King James Version, 1769.
14The King James Version, 1769.
15The King James Version, 1769.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
18The King James Version, 1769.
19The King James Version, 1769.
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of the Hebrew "Yehoshua" (Joshua). The name means "Jehovah will save". Thus the
supreme person of this gospel is ide ntified as the savior-Messiah.

The second identif ication of Jesus is the son of David20.

This is a messianic title and establishes that he was the lawful, legal heir to the throne of
David. the son of David21 describes the Messiah as a human figure, a national deliverer,
under whose leadership, it was hoped, the ancient promises of God for Israel would be
fulfilled.

The third identification for Jesus is the son of Abraham22.

This says he was a true Jew. This was all-important as we mentioned before. No Gentile
would be accepted by the Jews as a religious leader.

vv 18-25 tell of the birth of Jesus.
It is a simple straightforward accounting of what took place between God the Holy Spir it,

Mary and Joseph.
The infancy narratives are found in Matthew and Luke. The two accounts are almost

entirely different, but not contradictory.
The two accounts agree, not only as to the main fact of the virgin birth, but also as to the

manner of it—that it took place through the agency of the Holy Spirit.

In at least four points the Matthew and Luke accounts agree:

1. That whe n God made His will known to Mary and Joseph they were espoused to each
other.

2. Christ was to be called "Jesus".
3. He was to be born at Bethle hem.
4. He was to be brought up at Nazareth.

We are told Mary was espoused23 to Joseph. The betrothal was a one-year period

20The King James Version, 1769.
21The King James Version, 1769.
22The King James Version, 1769.
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during which the two persons were considered husband and wife, but they did not live
together and did not consummate the physical relationship. Any se xual activity by either of
the partners was unfaithfulness and would be considered grounds for ending the betrothal.
The only way a betrothal could be terminated was through a writ of divorce.

Several things are interesting regarding this betrothal.
First and foremost Mary's pregnancy would be looked upon by everyone including Joseph

as her being unfaithful to him. Imagine the conflicting feelings which tore at Joseph's breast.
He did not know that God was the source of Mary's pregnancy. All he knew was that
women got pregnant only one way, and he knew for sure that he had not caused this
pregnancy. He had only one conclusion—Mary had been unfaithful to him.

What a man he was! KJ says he was a just24 man. NAS - being a righteous man25.
How he loved Mary! Even though he was convinced that she had wronged him he
determined to do all in his power to avoid e mbarrassme nt/pain for her.

He had two options for divorcing her.
First would have been a public trial before the legal authorities which would have further

humiliated Mary.
Joseph's second option was a quite private ceremony in which only two witnesses were

required. There would be no court hearing and no public humiliation. Joseph chose this
second option. How he must have loved her. How he agonized over the decision.

But God was gracious. While Joseph was agonizing over his options, turning over in his
mind the awful possibility of Mary's unfaithfulness, an angel of the Lord appeared to him.
Notice it doesn't say "the" angel…apparently not the same angel which had appeared to
Mary. The angel addressed Joseph as Joseph, thou son of David26. This was a royal
greeting and acknowledges Joseph's legal right to the throne of David.

Imagine the scene. Joseph is awake ned by a dazzling being. He is terrified and sick at
heart because of his situation. As he wakes he hears, Joseph, thou son of David27.

Then he is told, "Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The child has been conceived
miraculously by God the Holy Spirit".

What a relief! Joseph probably sought out the first opportunity to find Mary and tell her

23The King James Version, 1769.
24The King James Version, 1769.
25The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
26The King James Version, 1769.
27The King James Version, 1769.
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the glad news. He probably felt terrible for doubting her faithfulness to him.
We see here God's gracious mercy. They still had to e ndure the evil looks and wagging

tongues of the people of Nazareth, but now they knew they had each other's love and
faithfulness. Apparently Joseph went against custom and immediately took Mary as his wife
even though the year was not complete. He was sure of God's direction and he acted on it.

Joseph was told that the child to be born was to be named Jesus (Jehovah is salvation), for
He would save His people from their sins.

For those who have been saved through His grace, this name holds special charm and
sweetness. Vincent Taylor says, "Of all names none is more precious in Christian ears than
the name of Jesus".

Again we are reminded in v 22 that these things were done that it might be fulfilled

which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet28. v 23 is a quotation from Isaiah
7:14. The Hebrew name Emmanuel29 is interpreted as meaning God with us30.

vv 24 and 25 record Joseph's joyful obedience to the voice of the angel. He joyfully took
Mary into his house as his wife. Matthew makes it clear that they did not have a sexual
relationship. The construction of the Greek words used is against the perpetual virginity of
Mary. The words imply that Mary and Joseph had a normal physical relationship, along with
other children, after the birth of Jesus.

In keeping with the angel's instructions Joseph named the infant Jesus. To countless
millions down through the ages Jesus has become the sweetest name on mortal tongue, the
sweetest carol ever sung.

Jesus enables us the see what God is and what man ought to be; Jesus opens the eyes of our
minds so that we can see the truth of God for us. Jesus is the creating power come amongst
men; Jesus is the re-creating power which can release the souls of men from the death of sin.

What can we take away from these verses?

• God uses ordinary people.

28The King James Version, 1769.
29The King James Version, 1769.
30The King James Version, 1769.
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Joseph, although he was the legal heir to the throne of David, was an ordinary, poor
carpenter. God used him as the guardian of His son Jesus the Messiah.

Mary, although she was a humble, young, ordinary peasant girl, God used her to be the
mother of Jesus the Messiah.

God can use each of us in His kingdom. God never looks for clever vessels but for yielded
vessels.

If we will surrender our wills to Him and get out of His way He will use us far above our
natural abilities.

• God treats us with mercy.

He sent the angel to calm Joseph's anxious heart.

• God will make a way.

Mary, impregnated by the Holy Spirit, against all normal reason—It couldn't happen, but
God did it.

Joseph, comforted by angel. In his mind his situation was hopeless. God made a way.

• Jesus, through Mary's divine conception and birth, fully entered the human race and
became human while still remaining God.

Because He was human He could relate to us. Because He was divine He could save us.

• Some lessons from Jesus:

Jesus always had perfect fellowship with the Father.
Jesus always obeyed the Father's will perfectly.
Jesus always displayed a strong love for humans, regardless of how much they were

lost, sick, sorrowing or sinful.
Jesus demonstrated His love by freely giving His life for us.

• Some lessons from Joseph:
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Joseph set his priorities correctly.
He operated in obedience to the Law.
He restrained from sexual relations.
He believed the angel.
His life was committed to righteousness.
He treated Mary with love and respect.

Let's take the lessons from this text to heart. Let's resolve to live our lives in obedience to
the teaching of Jesus and the Bible.
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