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Matt. 25, vv 1-46……………………………………………………read vv 1-13

Chapter 25 contains 2 parables, the 10 virgins and the talents, and an account of the sheep

and goat judgment before Christ.  The chapter compliments chapter 24, which tells us of

endtime events.

We will look at the three areas of interest:

1. The 10 Virgins

2. The Talents

3. The Sheep and Goat Judgment

The parables carry the idea of watchfulness and diligence in the master's business.

The judgment scene conveys the message of serving Christ through serving those who are

less fortunate than we are.

1. Looking first at vv 1-13, The 10 Virgins.

To illustrate the need of being constantly ready, Jesus used a familiar illustration—the

Jewish wedding.

The Jewish wedding was composed of several elements which sound strange to western

ears.  Many times Jewish children were pledged to each other when they were very young.

Parents would make the arrangements.  When the children were old enough to be

married, the parents would agree on a betrothal price.  The marriage of a young female took

away economically from the family.  She would have tended flocks, done farm work, helped

in the house and in general contributed to the running of the household.  Her leaving had

economic consequences which the groom's family was expected to reimburse the bride's

family for.

When the betrothal terms were agreed to, there followed a period, usually a year or more,

during which the couple were considered man and wife, but they did not live together or

consummate the physical relationship.

When the wedding ceremony took place the groom and his friends came to get the bride

to take her to the groom's home.  There the marriage was celebrated.
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The exact time of the groom's arrival was not known to the bride or her party.  They

needed to be in a constant state of readiness for the bridegroom's arrival.  The 10 virgins are

assisting the bride, helping to prepare her for her bridegroom and waiting with her.

The text says they took their lamps, literally, torches.  A kind of container on a pole with a

reservoir for oil and rags for wicks.  They could burn for several hours if extra oil was

provided.  We are told that 5 were wise or prudent and 5 were foolish.

The wise thought ahead and carried extra oil to replenish their torches after they burned

low.  The foolish brought no extra oil.

While they waited, they all became drowsy and slept.

They are not faulted for sleeping, but for being unprepared.

At midnight they are awakened by the cry, "Behold the bridegroom!  Come out to meet

him!"  Quickly they all rose and began to trim the wicks of their torches.

The wise replenished the oil in their lamps, but the foolish had no oil to fill their torches.

They asked the wise to share, but were told, "No, if we share, we will both run out".

The authorized text says, "for our lamps are gone out ."

The Greek text clearly says, "Our lamps are going out", literally, "are being quenched".

This is a much stronger truth and warning.

There are many Christians who have not lost all their spiritual life, but their lights are

burning dimly.  They need to realize they are in danger of being left in outer darkness as the

foolish virgins were.

While the foolish searched for oil, the bridegroom came.  The wise virgins were admitted

to the wedding, and the door was shut.

When the foolish returned and asked admittance, they were refused.

v 13 sums up the lesson of the parable.  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor

the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.1

We know Christ is coming.  We are to live in a state of expectancy as we wait for His

coming.  We are to live our lives so as to be always ready to meet Him.

Peter reminds us that the fact that it hasn't happened yet should not deter us from our

watchfulness.

Another lesson is for us to be diligent or prudent.  The foolish virgins did not prepare for

what lay ahead.  We are charged with the responsibility of our soul's eternal destiny.  We

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (Mt 25:13). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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need to do that before the bridegroom comes.  Once Christ splits the sky at His second

coming, it will be too late to prepare for our soul's eternal destination.

A third lesson is that we cannot live our Christian lives on someone else's righteousness.

Each of us must have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are each

responsible for our own soul's salvation.

None of us can obtain salvation through the acts of another.  None of us can give salvation

to someone else.  Each is responsible to accept Christ's offer of salvation personally.  We all

probably know folks who make bad choices and expect others to bail them out.  One of my

hardest jobs in the truck stop ministry is to decide if a person is really in need or if he/she is

simply using the system to enable their bad choices.

A homeless man told me he was hungry at the Flying J truck stop.  I said, "Come on, I'll

take you to McDonalds".

He said, "Oh, no, I want the buffet".

I said, "Sorry, I can't do the buffet, but I'd be glad to take you to McDonalds".

He said, "Oh, well, I'm not hungry anymore".

Another man refuses to use the social networks we could connect him with.  He will not

stay at the shelter, but he complains loudly about how the agencies will not help him.

You and I are responsible to make good choices with regard to our eternal destiny.  God

will not bail us out if we go out of this life without having accepted His gift of salvation.

We know that another lesson of this parable is that we don't know the day or the hour

our Lord will return.  We know He will come—We don't know when.

The Beacon Bible Commentary says:

We must be prepared every moment for the return of our Lord.  To do this we

must keep our Christian experience up-to-date.  Since oil is a recognized type of the

Holy Spirit, it is suggested that we must be filled with the Spirit if we would be

properly prepared.  Every man needs all of the grace of God available to him if he is to

do the whole will of God and to be ready for our Lord's return.

End of quotation

2. Parable of the Talents – vv 14-30
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Jesus here pictures a man who is going away into a far country.

Before he goes, he calls three servants and entrusts them with large sums and asks them to

use and invest them while he is away.

The talent was a measure of weight.  The value depended on what was weighed.  It could

be copper, silver or gold.  The value could be over $1,000.00.

The text says he gave according to each man's ability, reminding us that each of us has

been entrusted by our creator with unique abilities and skills which we are responsible to use

wisely for Him.  Our master has gone away into a far country and is coming back to settle

accounts with us.

When this man returned, the man who had received 5 talents returned 10 talents.  The

man who received 2 returned 4.

Each of them were commended for being faithful and wise and were rewarded.  The

phrase used in v 19, settled accounts with them, Is unique to Matthew.  It is a business term

and probably reflects Matthew's background as a businessman/tax collector.

It is interesting these two are commended for being good and faithful, Not for being

capable or clever.

These are two virtues everyone can have.  The poor or the rich, the uneducated or the

intellectual.  These are two things God requires of everyone that he/she be "good" in

character and "faithful" in service.

How we need to strive for this.  Each of us, no matter talented or not, can be good and

faithful.

In contrast to the good and faithful 5 and 2-talent men, the one-talent man came with his

whining complaint and his stupid alibi.

"I knew you were a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, gathering where you

scattered no seed, and I was afraid, and I hid the talent in the ground.  Here, have what is

yours".

The master said, "If you knew this, you wicked servant, you should at least have interest

money for me".

He did not admit or deny the charge.  The charge isn't important to the story.  The point

is, "I gave you a responsibility.  You did not fulfill it".

The one talent was taken and given to the 10-talent man.  And the faithless servant was

cast into outer darkness where there was weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The French have a proverb, "He who excuses himself accuses himself".  The master
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condemned the selfish, do-nothing servant as wicked and slothful.

Slothful means "idle, lazy, indolent".  The man should have taken his master's money to

the exchangers.

This parable teaches:

The person who uses his many talents gains more.  If we use our God-given talents, God

will give us more.  On the other hand, if we refuse to use our talents we will lose them.

The commentary comments,

How often have ten-talent men had to do the work in the church that one-talent

men should have cared for.

End of quotation

All around us in Christendom talented people are refusing to serve.  In many

churches women are forced to do the work the men should be doing because the men

refuse to do it.

Thank God for the many willing workers we have at this church.  A solemn warning to

those who may be refusing to do the work the master asks them to do.  Two things we may

know for sure.  If God truly calls He will equip.  If we refuse to do what He asks us to, we

will not be blessed, but punished.

Where the parable of the 10 virgins emphasizes the importance of keeping one's

spiritual life up-to-date, fresh and full, the parable of the talents shows the necessity

for being faithful and vigorous in the service of the kingdom.  It takes both to be

ready for the return of our Lord.

God gives men and women different gifts.

The reward of work well done is still more work to do.

The person who is punished is the person who will not try.  It is better to try and fail than

not to try.
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To him that hath shall be given, and from him that hath not shall be taken away that

which he has.

No servant of God can say, "I am my own.  What I do is my business.  I am number one in

my life."  When we call Christ "Lord", He is our master.  We are not independent; we belong

to Christ.  We are responsible to return Him a good profit on what He has invested in us.

Martha Berry was a dynamic little lady who asked Henry Ford for $1,000,000 for her

rescue mission for boys & girls.  He gave her a dime.  She refused to be insulted.  She put the

dime to work.  She had given up her home so every possible mountain boy and girl could

have a place to stay there was a shortage of room and equipment, but no shortage of needy

children.

With the dime she bought a bag of peanuts and put the boys to work planting them.  They

bore a huge crop, which she ordered to be planted again the next year.  That year half was

saved for seed; the rest were used to start a peanut business at a nearby crossroad.  Every year

she kept track of the proceeds and was able to write to Ford that she had earned enough to

buy a piano for the students.  Ford invited her to Detroit, treated her to dinner and gave her

the million dollars she had asked for years before.  In the following years he gave her further

millions.

Martha Berry had given Ford a huge return on his investment.

The discomforting question these examples and Jesus' parable force on us must be, "What

had God realized from His investment in us?"

The late senator Carl Hayden said, "There are two kinds of congressmen—showhorses and

workhorses.  If you want to get your name in the paper, be a showhorse.  If you want to gain

the respect of your colleagues, keep quiet and be a workhorse.  One kind gets the headlines;

the other gets results".

Leroy Lawson writes,

Abraham Lincoln had tried many good generals in his frustrating search for

one who could win the Civil War for the North.  Finally he called General

Grant to Washington and gave him command.  He had noticed that Grant had

been winning victories on the western front.  The general said little; he played

no games with journalists; he got a bad press—but he won.  The secret of

Grant's success could be explained, in part, by his response to someone who

told him he should give the press the statement it requested about his
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objectives in his maneuvers around Vicksburg before the siege began.  Grant

characteristically grumbled, "This life is too brief to be frittered away with

explanations."

He had no time to waste.  He had a war to win.

God's faithful servants could offer as many excuses as the unfaithful

steward.  They, too, could have accused their master of being too demanding

or even unfair.  Nothing is easier than fabricating explanations for failure.  But

God wants results.

End of quotation

Of course we need to notice that these parables are about judgment.  The 5 foolish virgins

were locked out; they missed not only the wedding feast, but the week-long celebration that

followed.  The unfaithful servant was cast into outer darkness where there was weeping and

teeth gnashing.

We need to always remember we serve a God of love and mercy, but that God is also a

God of judgment.

That God will deal with us with love and mercy if we accept His offer of salvation, but He

will deal with judgment if we reject Him or if we refuse to serve Him.

This brings us to vv 31-46…

3. The Sheep and the Goats:

v 31 describes the second coming of Christ in power and glory.  He will then act as judge.

All nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them as a shepherd divides His

sheep from the goats.

Of course we know it is not nations that are lost, but individuals.

These verses are set in the formal format of Hebrew poetry.

There are two parallel divisions.  The first in vv 34-40, the second in vv 41-46.

v 34, "The king shall say"… parallels v 41,"The king will answer".

vv 35 & 36, For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat26 parallels vv 42 and

                                                          
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995 (Mt 25:35). LaHabra, CA: The
Lockman Foundation.
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43, for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat.

vv 37-39, "Then the righteous shall answer, 'Lord, when did we do it?'" parallels v 44,

"Lord, when did we not do it?"

v 40, The King will answer… parallels v 45, Then He will answer6

There has been much discussion about the meaning of my brethren In v 40.

The Beacon Bible Commentary has this to say:

It seems better to hold that, in the Incarnation and in His compassionate

love for all men, Christ is referring to suffering humanity as my brethrenmy brethrenmy brethrenmy brethren.  In

their emphasis on separatism, the evangelical churches have too often failed to

recognize the social implications and applications of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Works of mercy are not the only basis upon which eternal rewards and

punishments are based.  But can any man read these words of Jesus and believe

that a Christian dares be unconcerned and inactive when his fellowman is in

need?

"End of quotation"

Surely this passage teaches that in serving those around us who are less fortunate we are

serving Christ.

The opposite is true.  If we fail to help when we know about need and have the means to

do it, we are failing to serve Christ.

John tells us in 1st John 3:17, But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother

in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?3

This passage indicates that many will be surprised at the judgment.

Some will be there confident they will be among the sheep, but they will be rejected.

Some will be there having believed and humbly served, accepting Christ as savior and

serving Him through serving others, feeling no merit of their own, but hearing the blessed

words, Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you

                                                          
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995 (1 Jn 3:17). LaHabra, CA: The
Lockman Foundation.
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from the foundation of the world.4

1 John 4:12, 20, 21 say:

No one has ever seen God; but if we love each other, God lives in us and his

love is made complete is us….For anyone who does not love his brother,

whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And he has given

us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother"

Lawson writes:

God's Word could not make it plainer.  We can love God through loving

others.  There is real danger, in fact, in concentrating exclusively on Him,

trying to fashion a "me and God and nobody else" religion.  That is the root of

hatred.  It is the attitude that caused Jonathan Swift to write, "We have just

enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us love one another."

End of quotation

The biggest surprise at the judgment, perhaps, will be that God has kept no

secrets from us.  He will be exactly what His Word has revealed Him to be: He

will be like Christ.  His judgments will be according to Christ's Word… so it

pays us to take Him seriously.

If we are surprised, it will not be His fault.

The Beacon Bible Commentary ends its exposition of this chapter with these words:

The last verse of this chapter has strong theological overtones.  The thing to

note especially is that everlastingeverlastingeverlastingeverlasting… and eternaleternaleternaleternal are translations of the same

Greek word—aionion, "pertaining to the ages."  PunishmentPunishmentPunishmentPunishment is just as

everlastingeverlastingeverlastingeverlasting as is lifelifelifelife.

                                                          
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995 (Mt 25:34). LaHabra, CA: The
Lockman Foundation.
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One who believes in eternal bliss must also believe in eternal gloom.  That

seems to be the clear teaching of this passage.

Tasker has done a good job of connecting the three items of this chapter.

He notes that it is sins of omission and not sins of commission that bring

condemnation and eternal punishment.  That is the main thrust of this

chapter.  "The door is shut against the foolish virgins for their negligence; the

unenterprising servant is cast out as good-for-nothing for doing nothing; and

those on the left hand are severely punished for failing to notice the many

opportunities for showing kindness which had been given them."

May God help us to put these principles into practice in our daily lives.

May we not be among those who hear the dreadful words, "Truly I say to you, I do not

know you".

Mummerts 2011


