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Matthew 9:27-30……………………………………………………read vv 27-38

Approx. 770 years before the events recorded in today's text the prophet Isaiah, under the

Spirit's direction, penned the following remarkable words:

5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened

And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.
6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,

And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy.1

This remarkable prophecy written almost 3,000 years ago and approx. 770 years before its

fulfillment is dynamically brought to fulfillment in Matthew's gospel chapter 9, vv 27-38

where Matthew records Jesus bringing sight to two blind men, restoring speech to a demon-

possessed man and proclaiming the gospel, healing every kind of disease and every kind of

sickness.

The fulfillment of prophecy is one of Matthew's themes as he writes his gospel.  It is not

just a theoretical exercise but a dynamic confirmation of the authority and accuracy of God's

Holy Word the Bible.  Today in this age of unbelief and trust in man and science you and I

can anchor our faith in God's Word by our observation of the hundreds of prophecies which

were made and fulfilled.

In Matt. 9 vv 27-38 we have two fascinating accounts of Jesus' miraculous healing

ministry and a summary statement about Jesus' ministry along with a clarion call to you and

I to pray the Lord of the harvest to use us in the proclamation of the gospel and the spread of

His kingdom.

(1) vv 22-31 describe the healing of two blind men.

(2) vv 32-34 describe the healing of a demon-possessed dumb man.

(3) and vv 35-38 are a statement about Christ's ministry and His heart for the masses

around Him.

In A Night to Remember Walter Lord tells in detail the story of the sinking of the Titanic

in April 1912.  There was an appalling loss of life when the new and supposedly unsinkable

liner, the pinnacle of the shipbuilder's art, hit an iceberg in the Atlantic.  After the
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announcement of the tragedy The American, a New York newspaper, printed a leader

devoted entirely to the death of John Jacob Astor, the millionaire.  At the end, almost

casually, it was mentioned that 1,800 others also lost their lives.  It was as if the only one

who really mattered was the millionaire.  It was as if the other 1,800 were of no real

importance.  Men can think like that, but God never does.  Each individual is loved and

valued by God.  In our verses today we see Jesus, God in the flesh, ministering to a widely

diverse group of individuals.

a man with palsy

a dead daughter

a woman with a twelve-year issue of blood

two blind men

a dumb demoniac

Each individual is lovingly dealt with by the savior who is the answer to every need in the

world.

You and I can take great comfort that no matter what our need is, that same savior is

ready to minister to and heal us.

Christ's incredible compassion reaches to us and can flow through us to a hurting world if

we will yield to Him and allow Him to work through us.

I recently called to speak to an individual about plans for speaking at his church.  After I

had gotten the information I needed this individual began to tell me about a very aggressive

carcinoma he had been diagnosed with.  There had been surgery which removed a large

portion of the side of the face.  The prognosis is far from clear.  The individual said, "Dan, I

won't tell you I'm not having ups and downs emotionally with this".  I asked if I could pray

with him.  When I was finished he said, "Thank you so much.  May God bless you."  That

person was touched and ministered to by the Christ who we see working in today's text.

In vv 27-31 Jesus is approached by two blind men shouting, "Have pity on us" "You son of

David".

Blindness was unfortunately a very common condition in Jesus' day.

The glare of the eastern sun on unprotected eyes often led to blindness.

Cleanliness and hygiene were little known.

                                                                                                                                                                                          

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update,  1996.
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Clouds of unclean flies carried infections which could lead to disease and loss of sight.

Blind men had few economic options.  Most turned to begging to eke out a very poor

livelihood.

There were no social networks or systems to care for these people.  They depended on the

charity of those who passed by.

They shouted "Have pity on us" "You son of David".

This was a messianic title.

In the gospels it seems to be used by crowds or by people who knew Jesus at a distance.

In Mark 10 blind Bartimaeus used the messianic title Jesus, Son of David2.

It appears that this account in Matthew 9 is a different blind man recorded only here in

Matthew.

These blind men thought of Jesus, messiah, as Jewish people had thought for centuries, the

promised deliverer of David's line who would restore freedom and lead them to power and

glory and greatness.

They came to Jesus with a very inadequate idea of who He was and yet He healed them.

It is interesting to see how Jesus dealt with them.

v 28 tells us that He waited till they followed Him into the house before speaking to them.

He probably did not wish to draw attention to the miracle by performing it outside before

the crowd.  At this stage of His ministry Jesus was very anxious to minimize the conflict with

the leaders which would follow the performance of miraculous signs.  Two things would

follow—the people would worship Him as messiah.  The leaders would hate and try to

destroy Him because of jealousy and fear of losing their positions.

Over and over again we read the phrase "His time had not yet come".  Jesus knew it was

not now time for His final confrontation with these scheming, crooked leaders.

Maybe also He wished to test their sincerity.  Were they willing to follow Him into the

house?  Were they just shouting what everyone else in the crowd was shouting?  Would they

simply forget about it if Jesus passed on?  Was their request genuine?  Did they have faith

and a real sense of their deep-rooted need?

Jesus asked, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?"3.  They responded, “Yes,

Lord.”4  Then Jesus touched and healed them, saying, "Be it done to you according to your

                                                          

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update,  1996.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update,  1996.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update,  1996.
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faith".

Then a tragic thing happened.  As we have already mentioned Jesus wished to avoid

publicity at this time.

The text says Jesus sternly warned them, "See here, let no one know about this".  Here we

have the tragedy of those who seek Jesus for salvation/healing but who do not follow Him in

obedience.

How we need to learn that lesson.  It is so easy to come to Jesus.  It is often so very

difficult to follow Him in obedience.

Jesus makes it very clear in the gospels that to follow Him means to obey Him. If you

love Me, keep My commandments.5 If anyone loves Me, he will keep My

word6  He who does not love Me does not keep My words7

In the gospels Jesus makes obedience a condition of following Him.

How we need to remember that in this day of unbelief and easy believism.  Jesus is not

only savior, but He must be Lord.  He demands our heartfelt obedience.

It is interesting that Jesus in effect compelled these men to see Him alone.  It is all very

well for one to take a decision for Christ in the heat of emotion, but after the crowd every

man/woman must deal with Jesus alone.  One's relationship with Christ is determined not by

the emotion of the moment, but by the devotion of the heart spent alone with Him allowing

Him to lead Him in obedience.

In vv 32-34 the people brought a dumb, demon-possessed man to Jesus.  Jesus cast out the

demon and we see two distinct reactions to the miracle.

The crowds loved it, believing He was the miracle-working messiah.  They were amazed

and marveled at the miracle.

The Pharisees were moved to great hatred.  Their world and their order of things were

being threatened by this young upstart rabbi.  They were simply unwilling to concede that

they might have been wrong and that this was indeed the messiah.

There were at least three reasons for their hatred:

                                                          

5The Holy Bible, New King James Version,  1982.

6The Holy Bible, New King James Version,  1982.

7The Holy Bible, New King James Version,  1982.
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1. They were too set in their ways to change.

They were so concerned that one word could be added or subtracted from the law that

they failed to see what the law said.

Barkley writes,

To them all the great things belonged to the past.  To them to change a tradition or a

convention was a deadly sin.  Anything that was new was wrong.

And when Jesus came with a new interpretation of what real religion was, they

hated Him, as they had hated the prophets long ago.

End of quotation

Brethren/sisters, how easy it is for us to fall into that trap.  Tradition and customs are good

and proper if they assist us in following Christ in obedience.  They can be absolutely deadly

to our spiritual lives if they dull the fervor of our true relationship with Christ or if they

cause us to miss the message of Christ's love and obedience to His commandments to impact

the world with the gospel of salvation.

2. They were too proud in their self-satisfaction to submit in obedience.

If Jesus was right they were wrong.  They were so satisfied with themselves that they

refused to change.  They hated anyone violently who suggested the need of change.

Again Barkley writes,

Repentance is the gate whereby all men must enter the kingdom, and repentance

means the recognition of the error of our ways, the realization that in Christ alone

there is life, and the surrender to Him and his will and power, whereby alone we can

be changed.

End of quotation
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God help us never to be so sure we are right that we refuse His Spirit's directions to

change.

3. They were too prejudiced to see.

The proverb says, "There is none so blind as he who will not see".  Their eyes were so

blinded by their own ideas that they could not see in Jesus Christ the truth and the power of

God.

Again Barkley writes,

The man with a sense of need will always see wonders in Jesus Christ.  The man

who is so set in His ways that he will not change, the man who is so proud in his self-

righteousness that he cannot submit, the man who is so blinded by his prejudices that

he cannot see, will always resent and hate and seek to eliminate Him.

End of quotation

Verses 35-38 show us Christ's ministry and His heart for the world's needs.

In v 35 we see the threefold activity which was the essence of the life of Jesus.

1st, Jesus was a herald.

The herald was the man who brought the message from the king.

Jesus was the one who brought a message from God.

The herald proclaimed certainties.  The message which came from the herald could be

trusted as true and certain.  Preaching should proclaim that which is true and certain.

During World Was II enemy agents went ahead of the invading army and removed or

changed the location of all the signs.  Signs pointed the opposite direction or were removed.

This caused enormous confusion and loss of time and efficiency as officers commanded their

men to go in the opposite direction from what they wanted.

Brothers and sisters, you and I live in a world where someone has removed or switched

the signs.
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Sin isn't sin anymore.

Tolerance and accommodation is the order of the day.

God's Word no longer forms the basis for our moral choices.

Black is gray and white is gray.  What's right for you may be wrong for me.

Situations determine moral choices.

God's Word is relegated to the ashheap of convenience.

Recently John McArthur wrote in his newsletter,

The conventional wisdom in these postmodern times encourages people to view

God's Word as just one more alternative worldview in a sea of possibilities—less than

authoritative, not always applicable, and not necessarily true.  Too many people

approach Scripture as if it's ambiguous or passive.  They believe their own

circumstances, preferences, and desires are needed to bring meaning to the Bible.

They think their subjective opinions and interpretations are what make the otherwise

dull, static truth relevant to their lives.

But the true meaning of the Bible is not determined by how we feel about it.  Its

message is not vague or altogether mysterious.  God didn't give it to us as a mere

suggestion, and we can't capriciously decide to take it or leave it.

End of quotation

This postmodern, materialistic way of thinking has caused tremendous confusion in our

world.

If there is any place we need certainties it is in our churches and in what we use to make

our moral choices.  Because of the message Jesus brings us from God we can believe the

Bible, we can label sin sin, we can be certain that Jesus is the only way to salvation.  We too,

like Jesus, must be able to say, "I know whom I have believed".

2. Jesus was a teacher.

It is our job as disciples of Jesus to teach others the gospel and its precepts.  When we

teach a class, when we disciple an individual we are doing the work of Christ.
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It is important that our teaching is not hindered by our inconsistent Christian life.  Only

when our teaching is backed up by our consistent Christian living will it be effective.  The

world can spot a religious phony in a heartbeat.  They will see through our hypocrisy and be

turned away from our Christ.  Let's be authentic, consistent, holy Christians.

3. Jesus was healer.

Jesus never stopped with words; He translated them into deeds.

Jesus spent far more time healing, feeding and comforting the sorrowing than He did

preaching.  We are not truly Christian until our Christian belief issues in Christian action.

The priest said religion consists of sacrifice.  The scribe said religion consists of law.

But Jesus Christ said religion consists of love.

He said in ministering to the lost, the least and the lonely we minister to Him.

In v 36 we see Jesus' incredible compassion.  The word used here for compassion8 is the

strongest word for pity in the Greek language.  Its root meaning is "the bowels".  It describes

the pity which moves a person to the deepest depth of their being.

The Hebrews were intimately acquainted with sheep and shepherds.

There was no picture more pathetic to a Hebrew than a sheep without a shepherd.  The

sheep literally drew his life from the shepherd.  The connection between sheep and shepherd

was intimate and close.  The sheep literally could not live without the shepherd.  Jesus' heart

is touched with compassion as He sees pain, sorrow, hunger, loneliness and bewilderment in

the eyes of the crowds before him.

The religious leaders did not feed and care for the flock.  They fed on them and plundered

them.  They brought them down with the intolerable weight of the scribal law.

Christ came not to discourage but to encourage, not to weigh men down with burdens but

to lift them up with wings.

In vv 37-38 Jesus gives us our marching orders.

Jesus saw the masses as men and women with eternal souls headed for eternity without

salvation.

The incredible truth of this passage is that "Jesus Christ needs men".

                                                          

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update,  1996.
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You and I have been charged with the unbelievable privilege of sharing the good news of

the gospel with those around us.

He could write it in the sky.

He could use angels to proclaim it.

But He chose to use us!

That is what should impel us to tell others the good news.

That is what sends missionaries like Carla and Miranda into the field.

How are we doing?

Are we faithful to witness when the Holy Sprit prompts us?

How many people will greet us on heaven's shore because we told them about Jesus?  How

many times will you and I hear the glad cry, "Thanks, I'm here because you shared the

message of salvation with me".

In vv 37-38 our Lord tells us there is a huge harvest all around us.  But the workers are

few.

Then he gives an amazing/convicting command, So pray to the Lord of the harvest

to force out and thrust laborers into His harvest.9

How many times have you and I prayed that prayer last week?  Last month?  Last year?

Martin Luther had a friend who felt about the Christian faith as he did.  The friend

was also a monk.  They came to an agreement.  Luther would go down into the dust

and heat of the battle for the Reformation in the world; the friend would stay in the

monastery and uphold Luther's hands in prayer.  So they began that way.  Then, one

night, the friend had a dream.  He saw a vast field of corn as big as the world; and one

solitary man was seeking to reap it—an impossible and a heartbreaking task.  Then he

caught a glimpse of the reaper's face; and the reaper was Martin Luther; and Luther's

friend saw the truth in a flash.  "I must leave my prayers," he said, "and get to work."

And so he left his pious solitude, and went down to the world to labour in the

harvest.

A final quote from Barkley:
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It is the dream of Christ that every man should be a missionary and a reaper.

There are those who cannot do other than pray, for life has laid them helpless, and

their prayers are indeed the strength of the labourers.  But that is not the way for

most of us, for those of us who have strength of body and health of mind.  Not even

the giving of our money is enough.  If the harvest of men is ever to be reaped, then

every one of us must be a reaper, for there is someone whom each one of us could—

and must—bring to God.

How are we doing as ambassadors of our Christ?

Are we obeying Christ's command to pray that we be thrust out into His harvest?

Are we obedient to the promptings of God the Holy Spirit when He asks us to tell

someone the good news?

Mummerts 2010
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