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Memorials….………………………………..……………………….Read Joshua 4:1-9

On Memorial Day the world thinks about the brave men and women who defend our

freedom.  We believe that Christ teaches us that we should not be part of the military

system.  We should not be part of a system which would require us to pick up a rifle to kill

our enemies in defense of our freedom.  Even though we believe and teach this, it is not

inappropriate for us to honor those who serve our country.

We know that freedom is not free.  It is very costly.  For some it requires the ultimate

sacrifice of laying down their life.

We are grateful to these men and women.  I believe it is appropriate for us to pray for

their safety and wellbeing.

Over the years there have been thousands of brave men and women who made great

sacrifices in order that we could be free.  We should remember them and honor their

sacrifice.

Tonight we want to examine some biblical memorials and draw some lessons from them.

Some of the ideas are from an outline by Pastor Loren of Calvary Baptist Church.

First, let's define memorial.  (Allow for answers)

Webster's defines memorial as:

1. Serving to preserve remembrance of some person or event.

2. Of or relating to memory

3. Commemorative

4. Anything meant to help people remember some person or event.

5. Something like a monument that keeps remembering alive.

6. Something (as a speech or ceremony)

7. Keepsake, memento, record.

Tonight let's focus on the memorial as being:

Something that has been set up to remind one of something, like a monument.
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There are many examples of this type of memorial monuments in the OT.

In 1st Samuel 15 Saul was sent by Samuel to smite Amalek.  The instructions were very

clear.  Samuel did not stutter.  We read the NAS, 1 Sam. 15 v 3, Now go and strike Amalek

and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him�1  Maybe that wasn't clear

enough.  So he said, �but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and

sheep, camel and donkey.2

The instructions were very clear… "If it drew breath, kill it".

We know the story how Saul killed all the worthless stuff but saved Agag the King and the

best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs and all that was good.  v 9 says, and were

not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and worthless, that they
utterly destroyed.3

We know how Saul tried to weasel out of it by blaming the people.

In v 3 Saul said to Samuel, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out the

command of the LORD.”4

And Samuel makes the classic statement, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my

ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”5

Samuel's point was simple and eloquent.  "Dead sheep don't bleat.  Dead oxen don't low.

You did not carry out the Lord's command!"

Then in v 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people

spared the best of the sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest

we have utterly destroyed.”6

Several lessons:

• Saul simply disobeyed.

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:3 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:3 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:14 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:15 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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- Instructions were clear.

- He was king; he was responsible for the people's actions.

- Saul failed to accept responsibility.  He tried to push it off on the people.

• Saul told Samuel, "We were going to sacrifice to your God".

- Note, not our God or my God, but your God.

- Saul's disobedience had disrupted his fellowship with God to the extent that God was

Samuel's God, not Saul's God.

- How important it is for us to follow God's commands when we know clearly what He is

telling us to do.

- How important it is for us not to allow those around us to cause us to disobey.

• You can never win an argument when you are hiding secret sin and disobeying in

your life.

Now to the point of the passage about memorials.

v 12 in the NASB says, Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for

himself7

What's going on here?

Apparently Saul's pride caused him to take the credit for the great victory over the

Amalekites.  He set up a pillar, stone or monument in his honor.

This type of monument was often set up by kings / rulers to memorialize acts or deeds in

their reign.  Archaeologists find them all the time.  Of course Saul's problem was pride: he

took credit for God's victory and claimed it as his own.

It is so easy for us to do that.  We need to be sure we never take the credit for God's

working in our lives.  None of us apart from God's power can accomplish anything for Him.

                                                          
7New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Sa 15:12 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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In 2nd Samuel 18 v 18 we are told that Absalom set up a monument or pillar.  …for he said,

“I have no son to preserve my name.” So he named the pillar after his own name, and it
is called Absalom’s Monument to this day.8

Mesha of Moab and Egyptian, Syrian and Syrian kings set up monuments or steeles with

inscriptions boasting of their accomplishments.

In Isaiah 56:4-5 we are told that God promised the eunuchs a memorial, probably in the

form of a stone in the temple.

In Joshua chapter 3 & 4 we have the account of 12 memorial stones.

In v 6 of Joshua chapter 3 the priests were told to “Take up the ark of the covenant and

cross over ahead of the people.”9

v 7 gives us the opposite of Saul's pride.  We are told that the Lord told Joshua, This day I

will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that just as I have

been with Moses, I will be with you.10

This shows us the biblical way to be exalted.  Saul tried to exalt himself; Joshua allowed

God to exalt him.

Quite a good lesson for us.

In v 15 we are told that it wasn't till the feet of the priests who carried the ark were

dipped into the water that the waters parted and stood up on a heap.

It took an act of great faith for those priests to actually start to dip their shoes into the

water before the way was open for them.  If they would have come to the edge and waited,

the waters would have continued to flow at flood stage.

v 17 tells us that the priests carrying the ark of the covenant stood firm on dry ground in

the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed over.

Now in chapter 4 God asks Joshua to choose twelve men to take twelve stones from the

place the priests stood and carry them to the place they were to lodge that night.  v 9 tells us

that twelve stones were set up in the middle of Jordan to mark the place where the priests

stood.

                                                          
8New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Sa 18:18 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
9New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jos 3:6 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
10New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jos 3:7 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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So there were two piles of stones.

…One in a public place at the dwelling place of the people, one hidden beneath the

flowing waters of the Jordan.

6 “Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, ‘What
do these stones mean to you?’
7 then you shall say to them, ‘Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before
the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off.’ So these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of
Israel forever.”11

In these verses we are told the stones would be "a sign among you so that when your

children ask later, 'What do these stones mean?' you can recount God's mighty acts of power

in bringing you to the promised land.  God says these stones shall be a memorial forever."

It is interesting to me that God ordered a public pile of stones and a hidden pile of stones.

This reminds me that you and I have a public and a private dimension to our lives.

Sometimes to our shame we find it easier to live the Christian life when others can see and

observe us.  Sometimes it becomes easier to disobey when we know no one will know.

God expects our obedience at all times.  Someone has said, "A man's true character comes

out in what he does when he knows no one will ever know."

Of course God sees, God knows.  We can never hide from God.

All of us should strive to live holy, consistent lives 24/7.  Our devotion and obedience

should not be measured by who knows but what we know God sees and wants.

Think with me about some of the memorials that we as brethren observe… Memorials

which may prompt our children to ask, "Why do you do this?  What does it mean?"

There are numerous memorials which we practice which are either not practiced by

Christendom at large or are practiced in a very different way.

Think with me about some of them.

• The prayer veiling for our sisters.

                                                          
11New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jos 4:5 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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1 Cor. chapter 11 is probably one of the most neglected portions of scripture in

Christendom today.  A plain, simple reading of these verses tells us that God asks the men to

worship with their head uncovered.  The sisters are asked to wear a head covering.

Paul bases his teaching on 4 eternal principles:

#1 God's order of headship

Paul says God is the head of Christ…

Christ is the head of man…

Man is the head of woman.

This is about subordination, not inferiority.

In Christ man and woman are co-equal.

Neither is superior.

Men should not use the teaching of headship to lord it over the woman.

Men should love their wives.  If they do their wives will have no problem submitting to

their leadership.

#2 A second eternal principle is that the woman should have a symbol of authority on

her head because of the angels.

Apparently the angels are under authority.  They are submissive to God.  They are blessed

when they see women following God's order.

#3 is natural propriety.

Paul says it is just natural for the man to have short uncovered hair and for women to

have long covered hair.

#4 Paul gives a final eternal principle when he says Christians are bound to accept the

rules and customs adopted by the local church.

So ladies, you will be blessed when you follow the simple practice of wearing the veiling.
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This memorial may be used by God to cause your children or persons you meet to ask why

you do it.  This will give you an opportunity to explain the blessing of obedience to God's

Word.

• The  anointing service

James chapter 5 tells us to call for the elders of the church to pray and anoint with oil

those who are sick.  It is a simple service.  Many of you can attest to its value.

God is not obligated to heal in a physical way, but many times He does heal in answer to

the prayer of faith, confession of sin and anointing with oil.

C. T. Studd, not an anabaptist, alone in the heart of Africa…

…except for one young co-worker only twenty years of age, seemed at the point of

death.  In the darkest hour he recalled this promise.  He writes: "There was but one

'elder' and he was in his twentieth year; no matter, 'One day is as a thousand years.'

But where was the oil?  Neither salad, olive or even linseed oil did we possess!  What's

the matter with lamp oil?  What, kerosene?  Why not?  It is oil, and that is all the

Book says, and we cannot afford to be narrow-minded.  The 'elder' brought in the

lamp oil, dipped his finger, anointed my forehead, and then knelt down and prayed.

How God did it I don't know, nor do I care; but this I knew next morning, that

whereas I was sick, nigh unto death, now I was healed.  We can trust Him too little,

but we cannot trust God too much.

If it is God's will He can and will heal.  The anointing service is a memorial which may

cause others to ask, "Why do you do these things?".

• The services surrounding the love feast.

- Feet washing:

This is done with other Christians as a symbol of our willingness to serve our brothers

and sisters.

It is an act of humility where we say to our brother, "I love you.  I will serve you if you



8

need help."

We commemorate or memorialize what our Lord did before He suffered for us.

- The holy kiss:

5 times in the NT we are commanded to greet our brothers and sisters their sisters with

a kiss of love.

In doing this we are saying, "I love you.  I am willing to serve you if you should ever

need help."

This simple act of obedience helps us to remember Christ's love for us.

- The fellowship meal:

Jude speaks of the love feasts.

Paul in 1 Corinthians 11 tells us how these love feasts can be corrupted with some

eating to excess and drinking to excess while some do not get enough to satisfy their

hunger.

Over the years I have participated in dozens of "love feasts" where the meal was

humbly shared by all those who were communing.

The agape meal is commemorating…

…fellowship, waiting for each other, serving each other and all being on a common

level.  There is no room for pride or preeminence.  We all come together around the tables

as members of God's family.

We commemorate or memorialize the unity that should exist in the Body of Christ.

- The bread:

This memorializes the breaking of Christ's precious body.  Just as wheat is crushed and

milled to make flour, so Christ's body was broken for us.

The prophet Isaiah writes,

3 He was despised and forsaken of men,
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
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And like one from whom men hide their face
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore,
And our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities;
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
And by His scourging we are healed.12

Peter tells us:

23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;
24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.13

Our Lord was crushed / broken for us.  We commemorate this with the broken

bread.

- The cup:

Our Lord spilled His precious blood to make atonement for our sins.

- The Roman crown of thorns pierced His head.

The scalp is full of blood vessels.  Piercing it causes copious amounts of blood to

flow.

- The Roman scourge was an instrument of terror.

Many men died or were driven mad by the scourge.

Unlike the Jewish flogging with rods which never exceeded 39 lashes, the Roman

                                                          
12New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Is 53:2 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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scourging had no limit on the number of lashes.

No area of the body was prohibited.

The victim was stripped naked and tied to a low stone while a burly Roman

legionnaire administered the scourging.  During the beating bits of metal, bone, glass

or stone tore into the skin and muscle of the helpless victim.  Often bone, tendons

and organs were exposed.  Only when the centurion who was supervising the

scourging feared the victim was about to die did he order the scourging to stop.

Our savior endured this willingly for us.

We commemorate the spilling of His blood with the juice of the grape in the cup.

Of course these sufferings were only a foretaste of the agonies of crucifixion.  Our

Lord was forced in His weakened condition to carry the heavy crossbeam to the place

of crucifixion.

We know that He was so weakened by the agonies of Gethemane, the scourging

and the barbarous treatment by the soldiers that He collapsed under the crossbeam.

Simon of Cyrene was forced to carry the crossbeam for Him.

When they arrived at the site of crucifixion Jesus was flung down upon the hard

cross.  His broken back was dragged across the rough wood.  His precious arms were

roughly held while the executioner drove large Roman nails through the wrists and

feet.

This caused excruciating pain as the nail tore through quivering flesh, muscle and

tendon.  The pain was probably something like when we bang our elbow but much

worse.  Then the cross was picked up and dropped into the hole prepared for it.  This

caused tearing, searing pain at the nail sites in the wrists and feet.

As Jesus hung there He was immediately conscious of a suffocating burden in His

chest.  He could not breathe.  In order to breathe He had to push up with His feet

which caused so much pain that He had to again sag down to relieve the pain in His

feet and wrists.  But now He could not breathe again.

That dreary, painful cycle was repeated over and over again till His legs were

broken, and He could no longer push up with His legs.

The bread and the cup memorialize the sufferings of our blessed savior.  These

stripes, blows and suffering are an eloquent testimony of the greatest love story of all

time.

                                                                                                                                                                                          
13New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Pe 2:22 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).



11

Truly no man loved in a greater way than He who lays down His life for another.

Our memorial service commemorates the amazing fact that our savior willingly

suffered and died for us not when we were His friends, but when we were His

enemies.

How our hearts should thrill as we consider what Christ has done for us.

Time for testimonies / memorials.
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