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Dwelling With God .........................................Rev. 21:1-7, 22-27 (Standard)

A New Heaven and Earth ........................Rev. 21:1-7, 22-27 (Expositor)

I heard an old Baptist preacher marvel about how "Some messages just come together
and some you can't get open with a screwdriver!"

This was one that didn't come together for a long time.

I tried several times without success before God put it together.

I have followed many of the thoughts in the Standard Lesson Commentary.

Early in January (2004) my daddy was released from the crippling hold of a weakened,

stroke-damaged, 95-year-old body. For the last two weeks of his life he was in intense pain

or in a drug-induced stupor.
The stroke had deprived him of his ability to speak clearly. Most of the time I could

not understand him.
He also had problems with swallowing anything that wasn't pureed fine. If he tried to

swallow water that wasn't thickened he would aspirate it to his lungs. He detested that

thickened water. He was almost totally deaf. I had great difficulty making myself
understood.

His muscles had deteriorated to the point that he could not move himself in the bed.

The deteriorated muscles caused extreme pain. He needed to be spoon-fed everything he
ate or drank. There was a large, deep bedsore on his buttocks. He was frustrated by the

inability to hear or be heard.
All in all, he had a pretty rough couple of years.

But today, based on verse four of our text, I am confident that Daddy and your loved

one who has died in Christ are strong and vigorous—that they can hear and
communicate...That there is no more pain, sorrow or tears. Verse four says "And God shall

wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.1 "

What a blessed, comforting Scripture for you and I as we face the prospect of our

graduation to our eternal home. Reality is that unless the Lord comes first or we are

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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taken prematurely by sickness or accident, all of us will struggle with the problems of
growing old and dying.

Until Daddy died I didn't have anyone real close who was waiting in heaven for me.
The prospect of reunion helps to lift the sights from this temporary existence to an

eternal perspective.

You may have read or heard about Rick Warren's wildly popular book The Purpose-

Driven Life.
In the book Rick talks about five purposes for our life.

Chapter six is entitled "Life is a Temporary Assignment".

He points out several Bible metaphors that teach the brevity of life.
The Bible describes life as "a mist", "a fast running", "a breath" or "vapor" and a "wisp of

smoke".
He says we should never forget two great truths:

First, Compared with eternity, life is extremely short.

Second, Earth is only a temporary residence. You won't be here long, so don't get too

attached.

If we can keep these facts in view, we will have an easier time seeing things from an
eternal perspective.

We will be more able to resist the lure of temporary temptations.

We will have a greater longing for our true home which is heaven where Daddy and
perhaps your loved ones are waiting.

Max Lucado writes in his new book It's Not About Me,

Quote,

Paul said, "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17 NKJV).

What if we had a glimpse of the apostle as he wrote those worlds? By
this time he had been "beaten times without number, often in danger of

death. Five times," he writes.
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"I received from the Jews 39 lashes. Three times I was beaten with

rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I
have spent in the deep" (2 Cor. 11:25). He goes on to refer to life

threatening river trips, wilderness wanderings, and exposure to cold,

attacks, hunger and thirst. These, in Paul's words, are light afflictions to be
endured for just a moment.

What if we took the same attitude toward life? What if we saw our

tough times as a grain of sand scarcely worthy of contrast with the forever

dunes?

"All about me," counsel says, "life is short, get out."

God's wisdom, however, says, "Life is short, stay in."

The brevity of life grants power to abide, not an excuse to bail. Fleeting

days don't justify fleeing problems. Fleeting days strengthen us to endure

problems. Will your problems pass? No guarantee they will. Will your pain
cease? Perhaps. Perhaps not. But heaven gives this promise, "our light

affliction, which is for but a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17 NKJV).

The words "weight of glory" conjure up images of the ancient pan scale.
Remember the blindfolded lady of justice? She holds a pan scale—two pans

on either side of the needle. The weight of the purchase would be
determined by placing weights on one side and the produce on the other.

God does the same with your struggles. On one side he stacks all of
your burdens. Famines, firings. Parents who forgot you. Bosses who

ignored you. Bad breaks, bad health, bad days. Stack them up and watch
one side of the pan plummet.

Now witness God's response. Does he remove them? Eliminate the
burdens? No, rather than take them, he offsets them. He places an eternal
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weight of glory on the other side. Endless joy. Measureless peace. An
eternity of him. Watch what happens as he sets eternity on your scale.

Everything changes! The burdens lift. The heavy becomes light when

weighed against eternity. If life is "just a moment" can’t we endure any

challenge for a moment?

We can be sick for just a moment.

We can be lonely for just a moment.

We can be persecuted for just a moment.

We can struggle for just a moment.

Can't we?

Can't we wait for our peace? It's not about us anyway. And it's

certainly not about now.

End of quotation

The Book of Revelation vividly describes the fate of both the righteous and the

unrighteous.
In chapter 20, before our text verses, we see the fate of the wicked.

We need to remember that just as the victory for the righteous is joyful for them,
there is a flip side which involves the judgement and punishment of the wicked.

Our challenge for today is to remain faithful so we can take part in the rewards of the
righteous and the new heaven.

In verses one and two we see "A New Creation".

John is an old man writing on the Isle of Patmos in the Northern Mediterranean Sea

between Athens and Ephesus.
John says in verse one "And I saw"2

2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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John saw a new heaven and a new earth...The new is in contrast to the old.
Isaiah 65:17 says, "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not

be remembered, nor come into mind."3

The present world has many good points, but Paul tells us in Rom. 8:22 that we know
that it groans under the weight of sin.

Peter tells us the present physical world will be destroyed by fire.

The word "new" here speaks of quality—
The new world will be one of superior quality.

We see another contrast between old/new when we are told there was no more sea.

Ancient people perceived the sea as a great threat. They had no compass or way to

navigate and so stayed close to shore. They were terrified of the deep, uncharted waters.
The sea separated John from his loved ones.

In Rev. 13:1 the "beast" comes from the sea. To John and the ancients the sea was the

epitome of evil and of things bad and harmful.

So the picture of a new heaven and a new earth without "sea" is one where all
opposition is gone. There is freedom from everything that would trouble God's servants

or separate them from God.

"NO MORE SEA"

In May 2002, Richard Van Pham sailed from Long Beach, California,

toward Catalina Island, usually visible just twenty-six miles off the coat.

Pham was tired and went below deck to sleep—not normally a good idea
since his route would cross a busy shipping channel. But it was an even

worse idea on that particular evening.
When Van Pham awoke in the morning, he discovered that the wind had

changed, a storm had broken his mast and torn his sails, and he was

drifting far off course. Neither his outboard motor nor his two-way radio
were working. He spent the next three-and-one-half months adrift,

surviving on fish, sea turtles, and sea gulls (His verdict on the taste of sea
turtle meat was "excellent!" and sea gulls "taste like chicken.")

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The U.S. Navy discovered Van Pham drifting about two hundred fifty

miles west of Costa Rica, or about twenty-five hundred miles from home.

Inadequate preparation for the journey, inattention, and rough weather
turned the sea, which had been his friend, into an enemy that almost took

his life.

For John, the island of Patmos was not a romantic place where one
could watch the day fade away as the sun sank picturesquely into the sea.

No, the sea for John separated him from fellow Christians. When he
rejoices that "there was no more sea," he uses the sea partly as a symbol of

his loneliness that will be destroyed in Heaven's glorious reunion of the

saints. Both "seafarers" and "landlubbers" can look forward to that
reunion.

--C. R. B.

Think with me about...

What are some of the best things about this earthly life?

Family

Worship of God
Beauty of God's creation

Things we see, feel and touch through the five senses
Sense of accomplishment through work / service

How might these be improved in the new heaven?

We will be in the presence of God.
We will be able to worship and love in full measure unhindered by sin.

Our senses will be enhanced in our heavenly bodies.

In verse two John saw new Jerusalem:

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, madeready as a
bride adorned for her husband.4

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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John's readers knew about Old Jerusalem. We know about Old Jerusalem; today it is a

place of turmoil, death and fear. We can contrast this with the "new Jerusalem"

Rev. 3:12:

‘He who ov ercomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it

anymore;and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.'5

The city is new...

The city is holy...

The city is like "a bride adorned for her husband"6

The ancients felt that there were very few things as beautiful as "a bride adorned for
her husband".

Every husband thinks his bride is beautiful. The picture here is of faithfulness that

has been pledged and tested.
The bride and husband will dwell together forever—

The resulting fellowship will be worth all earthy struggles.

The new city gives protection / security.

Contrasted with the dangers of the sea.

In verses three and four we see a new relationship.

3 And Iheard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle
of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people,
and God Himself will be among them,

4 and Hewill wipeaway every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer
be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away.”7

The word "tabernacle" brings to mind the "tent in the wilderness". God's presence was
there; it was there that He met with Moses.

But here God will dwell with us.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We will be His people.
He will be with us and be our God.

How precious that relationship will be.

v. 4...No more tears!

No more death!

No more sorrow!
No more crying!

No more pain!

John is emphasizing several things:

Fullness of God's care.

God Himself wipes away our tears!

Think of the little boy / girl who is hurt / lost. Their parent comforts them. That's
great, but it's no comparison to this.

Death, sorrow, crying, pain speak of what?

Suffering / Separation.

All these issues will be gone forever! No more suffering / separation in heaven. Paul

tells us in 2 Cor. 1 verse 3 that we serve the "God of all comfort"8 God will speak comfort to
our suffering / separation—In fact He will do away with suffering / separation completely.

It is so easy to get discouraged because of hurts and misunderstandings. I know what

it is to be betrayed and lied about by a friend. I know what it is to have friends

misunderstand completely and take actions and say things to others without asking for or
knowing the facts.

I know what it is to be blindsided by assumptions and mistruths and not be given the
opportunity to set the record straight.

I also know that when these things happen to us it should drive us to our knees and

close to God. We must spend much time in the Scriptures and in prayer.
We must release the hurt and forgive or it will damage our spiritual lives.

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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If you are hurt or misunderstood today, if you are struggling with resentment, allow

the "God of all comfort" to minister to your troubled heart. If we remain faithful, our

hurts will be only a "blip" on the radar of life.
If we give in to bitterness, resentment and a grudging, critical spirit, we will loose our

place with God and we may endanger our eternal reward.

We will cause ourselves and those we love much grief and pain.
Let's give our hurts to the "God of all comfort".

verse 5-6...a new assurance

5 And Hewho sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things
new.” And He *said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”

6 Then He said to me, “It is done. Iam the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. Iwill give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water
of life without cost.9

The message comes from Him "that sat upon the throne" 1 0

His words are "true and faithful"1 1

How important in this world of lying, cheating and stealing.
These words are true and faithful because God said them—

In Rev. 19:11 the rider on the white horse is called "Faithful and True"1 2

His name is called "The Word of God".

In verse six we see even more specific titles given:

Alpha and Omega = Christ in Rev. ch. 1: "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the

ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."1 3

Christ says it! It is faithful and true. We can count on it!

He who is athirst may drink of the fountain of the water of life freely—

AS MUCH AS WE WANT, AND IT'S FREE!

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 0The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Years ago, a small midwestern town put in a municipal water

system. Water meters seemed to be needless expense; citizens
numbered only a few hundred, and the town had its own lake. But soon

it was discovered that someone, disgruntled with local politics, was

entering vacant homes and turning on the faucets so that they would
run continuously. Water meters soon followed!

That petty act was a symbolic precursor to the water problems the
world is now facing. The world's population boom increases the need

for irrigation water if that population is to be fed. Next, throw in the

need for green lawns and golf courses so desert cities in affluent
cultures will seem like "home" to people moving there from wetter

climes. All this translates into growing demands on the supplies of
water.

But the water problem for the less affluent parts of the world is

more basic: one in five people in the world do not have access to safe
drinking water! In China and the Indian subcontinent, the two most

populous regions in the world, the rivers are polluted to the point of

endangering health and life.
However, John's promise regarding Heaven is that the pure water of

life will be free to all for eternity. He uses water—the very stuff of life
itself—as a symbol of the magnificence of the preparations God is

making for us. And there won't be any water meters!

--C. R. B.

verse 7...obedience!...overcomers

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will behis God, and he shall be my son. 1 4

Obedience is so important / It is so easy to rationalize / to think it doesn't apply to me

/ to this sin,
We see clearly how it applies to our brother and sister, but Satan is so cunning at

getting us to compromise on obedience.
Only the overcomer will drink at the fountain of the water of life in the new heaven in

relationship with God and Christ.

1 4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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II. In the Presence of God

vv. 22-27

vv. 22-23...a temple and a Lamb

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.

23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.1 5

The temple was the focal point of O.T. worship.
God's glory was there.

Ezekiel ten tells how the glory was taken away—
The temple of Ezra was the occasion for both joy / weeping.

Herod's temple was beautiful and prized by the Jews.

But none of these can match this temple!

There is no curtain to separate between God / man. We are in the very presence of
God.

Think of that!

v. 23...light is the lamb

In the old world, God provided lights...sun, moon, stars.

Here the Lamb is the light.

God's glory lights it—
There is eternal safety / security.

v. 24...nations and gates

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.1 6

Imagine the dignity of earthly rulers / popes.

1 5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We may not agree with everything George Bush has done, but one thing he excelled

at—He returned respect / dignity to the office. This was sorely needed after Mr. Clinton's

actions.
Mr. Bush flying to the returning aircraft carrier—delivering stirring speech.

Mr. Bush coming into the room to address the nation or the press conference.

People rise, band plays, there is dignity there.
All this pales into insignificance at the dignity, glory, light of God and the Lamb in the

heavenly city.

"them which are saved"1 7 ...not in best texts, but not wrong

BRINGING THE NATIONS TOGETHER IN PEACE

In 1899, the International Peace Conference was held in the Hague

to develop a forum for settling international disputes peacefully.

Fifteen years later, World War I erupted. The League of Nations was
founded in 1919 at the end of that war, but less than twenty years

later World War II had begun.

The world tried again in 1945. That was the year that delegates
from fifty nations met in San Francisco to sign the charter for the

United Nations. Since then, world leaders have addressed the UN, but
often with a spirit of belligerence. One of the most famous examples of

this occurred in a 1960 session of the UN, attended by U.S. President

Eisenhower, Britain's Macmillan, the Soviet Union's Khrushchev, Cuba's
Castro, India's Nehru, Yugoslavia's Tito, Egypt's Nasser, and many

others. The session is remembered for Khrushchev's act of pounding
his shoe on the desk in rage.

When the kings of the earth bring their glory to Heaven's gathering

of which John writes, it will be in a very different spirit. All people
there—whether great of humble—will give honor to the Lamb of God.

The Prince of Peace will, at last, have brought the world together.
Come again, Lord Jesus!

--C. R. B.

v. 25

1 7 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In the daytime (for therewill be no night there) its gates will never be closed;1 8

Ancient cities had no streetlights.

Robbers / enemies worked at night under cover of darkness.
Gates were shut to provide security / protection. In heaven enemies will be gone. We

will be in God's presence.

There will be constant light and complete protection.

vv. 26-27...glory and honor

26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;
27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall

ev er come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.1 9

All nations have been saved by the Lamb. Rays of glory stream in from all directions.

Grace is given to the overcomers, it returns from them as honor and glory for the

Lamb upon the throne.

v. 27...nothing unclean or unholy in city

With God all is holiness and purity. There is complete separation from the wicked.

Those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life gain entrance to the Holy
City.

Even though we have sinned we have been forgiven.
It is the Lamb who has forgiven us and provided entrance to the eternal city. We will

fall down before him in thanks and worship when we enter heaven. Gladly we will cast our

crowns at His feet in honor and reverence.

A young African pastor posted this testimony on the wall of his house. May it
challenge us as we think about an eternal view of life and about making heaven our goal.

I'm part of the fellowship of the unashamed.

1 8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
1 9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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I have Holy Spirit power.
The die has been cast.

I have stepped over the line.
The decision has been made.

I'm a disciple of His.

I won't look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still.

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure.

I'm finished and done with low living, sight waling, small planning,
smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap

living, and dwarfed goals.

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotion,

plaudits, or popularity.

I don't have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded or

rewarded.

I now live by faith, lean on His presence, walk by patience, live by
prayer, and labor by power.

My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my
way rough, my companions few, my guide reliable, my mission clear.

I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back,

deluded or delayed.

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the

adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of
popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

I won't give up, shut up, let up, until I have stayed up, stored up,
prayed up, paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ.
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I am a disciple of Jesus.

I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, and work
till He stops me.

And when He comes for His own, He will have no problems recognizing

me – my banner will be clear!

Conclusion

A. Assurance for the Faithful

All the details of "the city" have helped us as Christians to

comprehend what it means to be "the wife of the Lamb." We have no
doubts about God's protection and provision. We desire to enter into

the city to dwell with Him forever. Knowing the result, we are equipped
to handle the present tests to our faith. We are ready to worship and

to serve the Lamb.

B. Prayer

Father, Your glory is beyond description! We have a better grasp of
it as we see the goal of our faith in this lesson. We long to be home

with You. But right now, Father, we want to share the message so that

we can bring others with us. Help us to do so in the name of the Lamb,
amen.

C. Thought to Remember
Heaven makes it all worthwhile!
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May 30, 2004 Welsh Run SS
Belvidere
Mummerts
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