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Palm Sunday Mark 11:1-18

Jesus and his disciples were headed toward Jerusalem. On the Friday before

Palm Sunday they traveled from Jericho up the rocky, barren road to Bethany.

Jesus' friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived there. Here Jesus and his disciples

drew aside for some much-needed rest. Tomorrow was the Sabbath and Saturday

evening began the last week of Jesus' earthly life. During Passion Week Jesus would

endure the cruelty of Roman soldiers, 3 Jewish and 3 Roman trials and then he

would be led out to Golgotha and cruelly crucified. As Jesus visited in Bethany, all

that was in the future, but it must have weighed heavily on the divine mind.

Word of his arrival in Bethany quickly spread to Jerusalem. The priests had

ordered anyone with knowledge of Jesus' whereabouts to reveal it to them so they
could arrest him. There was much speculation as to whether Jesus would visit
Jerusalem during Passover week.

The pilgrims thronging the city were curious both to see Lazarus, who had been

raised from the dead, and Jesus, who was causing a stir with his healing, teaching
ministry throughout Galilee and Judea.

The desperate religious rulers became more determined than ever to put Jesus
to death. They also began plotting to destroy Lazarus. They hoped to put an end

to the growing popularity of this Galilean teacher after whom the whole world was
going.

But the rulers had to be careful. They were afraid there would be an uprising
among the people if Jesus was arrested. So they bided their time and waited. As

they waited, Jesus made the next move, going straight to meet the danger by
leaving Bethany and heading toward Jerusalem. Sunday morning a large crowd had
gathered around Christ and his disciples at Bethany. Choosing the shortest and
most crowded road going up from Bethany to the Mount of Olives and then down

its western slope to the northeast corner of Jerusalem, Jesus started out.
Near the ancient village of Bethphage, which means "house of figs", Jesus called

two of his disciples to him and instructed them to go to a nearby village and bring
him a colt which was tied there. As the disciples did his bidding, they found the
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donkey and her colt tied. The owners questioned their taking the animals but
quickly consented when they were told that "The Lord has need of it."1

Loosing the animals, they brought them to Jesus. Throwing their garments on
the back of the colt, they helped Jesus to mount the little animal.

The procession began the slow ascent to Jerusalem, thus fulfilling the prophecy
of Zechariah who wrote that the King of Zion was to come to her meek and seated
upon an ass and upon a colt.

As they moved up the hill, the multitude began to spread their garments in

front of the donkey. They also tore down nearby branches and cast them on the
road. They were met by a crowd of pilgrims coming out from Jerusalem who joined
in the march and began to cry,

Hosannah! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosannah to the Son of David!
Blessed be the kingdom of our father David.
Blessed be the King that comes in the name of the Lord.

Peace in heaven and glory on high.
Hosannah in the highest.

There was all the fiery emotion of an oriental crowd. There was jostling and

shoving. There were also those who feared and hated this procession. The agents
of the Pharisees carefully waited to see if they could see any illegal activities. As
the proud rulers watched the crowd, they were intensely jealous of the popularity
of Jesus with the crowd. Accosting him in the din, they shouted to Jesus, " Teacher,
rebuke Your disciples."

Jesus calmly replied, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”2

Giovanni Papini writes about the Pharisees,

"Quote"

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The silent, motionless stones which, according to St. John, God could

have transformed into sons of Abraham; the hot stones of the desert

which Jesus was not willing to change into loaves of bread at the
challenge of the Adversary; the hostile stones of the street which twice
had been picked up to stone him; the hard stones of Jerusalem would
have been less hard, less icy, less insensitive than the souls of the

Pharisees.

"End of quotation"

As the triumphal procession crossed the top of the Mount of Olives, the whole
city of Jerusalem lay spread out in front of them. It was beautiful and dazzling in
the morning sun.

As Jesus gazed upon the beautiful city, his heart broke as he realized its

rebellion. Jesus wept great tears of sorrow. The trials and crucifixion would bring
no tears from the master's eyes, but here he weeps over the great city.

He sees in his divine foresight 40 years later when the Roman general Titus will
come against the city and destroy it. He sees the thousands who will suffer and die.

He sees the demolishing of the beautiful temple and his heart breaks. Jesus wept
for the city which was to kill him in a few short days.

When Jesus gets to the temple, Mark's gospel tells us he entered into its sacred
precincts, looked around, and then departed to Bethany. In the morning after

resting at Mary and Martha's house, Jesus and the disciples again headed for
Jerusalem. Seeing a fig tree and being hungry, he looked for a few early figs.
Finding none, he cursed the tree and continued on to the temple.

He entered the sacred precincts and again began to cleanse it. The temple was

a hotbed of activity, most of it not related to the worship of God. Again Giovanni
Papini describes the scene:

"Quote"

He enters into the Court of the Gentiles, the most spacious and most
densely crowded of all. The great, sunny, well-paved terrace is not the

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4
atrium of a sanctuary, but a dirty market-place. An immense, roaring
din rises up from the vermin-like crowd of bankers, of buyers and sellers,

of moneychangers who give and take money. There are herdsmen with
their oxen and their flocks of sheep; venders of pigeons and turtle doves,
standing by the long lines of their coops; bird-sellers, with cages of
chirping sparrows; benches for money-changers, with bowls overflowing

with copper and silver. Merchants, their feet in the fresh-dropped dung,
handle the flanks of the animals destined for sacrifice; or call with
monotonous iteration women who have come there after child-birth,
pilgrims who have come to offer a rich sacrifice, lepers who offer living

birds for their cure, obtained or hoped for. Moneychangers, with a coin
hung at their ears as a mark of their trade, gloating plunge their greedy
talons into gleaming piles; the go-betweens run about in the swarm of
the gossiping groups; niggardly, wary provincials hold excited

conferences before loosening the purse strings to change their cash for a
votive offering, and from time to time a restless ox drowns out with his
deep bellow the thin bleating of the lambs, the thrill voices of the
women, the clinking of drachma and shekels.

"End of quotation"

Knotting together a small whip, he began to drive the animals out of the

temple. As he overturned the tables of the moneychangers, the temple echoed
with the clinking of coins.

Astonished and angry, the traders and rulers were powerless before the blazing
eyes of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

It was at this time that John's gospel records a strange visit to Jesus by some
Greeks. These men came to Phillip saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”3 Phillip was

perplexed and sought advice from Andrew. Together they carried the Greek's
request for an interview to Jesus. Jesus said to them,

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."4

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Apparently these Greeks realized the danger Jesus was in and offered to allow

him to minister in their country where he would be safe. Jesus' cryptic message

signaled to them, "I have come to die. I am going to do my Father's will even if it
results in my death." Just like in the garden, Jesus says, "Father, not my will, but
thine be done."

Think with me now about some lessons we can learn from this account.

Lesson # 1

Jesus had friends who were willing to help him.

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus freely shared their home and hospitality with the
master. The owners of the colt gladly gave it up for Christ's use.

All around him Jesus had people who loved him and were willing to help him.
What a lesson for us. It's easy to say we love the Lord. We need to remember

that Christ said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments."5

Are we willing to show our love to Christ by being obedient? When God the
Holy Spirit points out an area in our lives that needs change, do we do it quickly or
do we resist? The true test of our love of Christ is how quickly we obey him.

Lesson #2

The Hostility of the Rulers

Even in the face of Jesus' miracles.
Even though they daily heard and saw the proof of Jesus' Messiahship in the

deeds he did.

Even though the Jewish Scriptures clearly predicted the coming of Messiah.
The Jewish rulers smugly, fiercely resisted him.
They were blinded by their pre-conceived notions and by their prejudices.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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It is so easy for us to cluck our tongues and say, "How could they be so blind?

How could they miss Messiah?"

But is it really only those leaders who are so blind? How easy it is for you and I
to read the Scriptures to find prooftexts for our own ideas.

How hard it is for us sometimes to accept the clear-cutting Word of Scripture
when it cuts across our pre-conceived ideas. How difficult it is for us to abandon

our prejudices when we read Scripture which speaks against them. How we need to
learn the lesson from these hostile rulers of having an open mind when we
approach Scripture...

...of allowing God's Spirit to show us what God's Word says even if we have

other ideas.
How we need to learn the lesson of yielding to God's Spirit and looking at

Scripture not to prove our pet theories, but for what it is really saying.
It is only possible to escape the trap of phariseism by being completely open

and honest with God the Holy Spirit and with his Word.

Lesson # 3

The Unflinching Courage of Jesus

In today's lesson we see Jesus "setting his face like a flint" to go to Jerusalem.
He went knowing full well that danger and death awaited him.

It would have been so easy for him to quietly slip off and live out his life in
obscurity and relative ease. But courageously Jesus faced the trial.

What a lesson for us. How we need to learn the lesson of commitment to the
task. When Jesus calls us it is to commitment. Jesus says “No one, after putting his
hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”6

Lesson #4

The Greed of the Temple Crowd

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The traders and merchants were using God's holy house to greedily acquire

wealth. They took unfair advantage of the poor and the helpless. They put the

pursuit of material gain ahead of the worship of God.
Today you and I can do the same thing. We can become so greedy for wealth

that we use unfair or dishonest means to acquire it.
We must be careful to help and share with those who are not as blessed as we

are financially.
We must be careful that we do not take unfair advantage of those who lack

power or economic clout.
In the final analysis, greed or the lack of it comes down to how we live and what

we do with our resources.
Some of us are givers and some of us are takers.
Givers are generous and share with others. Givers aren't concerned with who

gets the credit.

Givers are concerned about the needs and feelings of those around them.
Let's be givers.
When our time comes to die, may our legacy be that we were godly men and

women who were selfless and generous in our treatment of others.

Lesson 5

The Dynamic of Praise

In this lesson text we see the people joyfully praising their Messiah. There is a
special lifting value in our praise and worship of God.

I think sometimes some of us are afraid of emotions. We can certainly go

overboard with our emotions. We need the spiritual lift that praise and worship
gives to our souls. The Scriptures are filled with references to praise and worship
of God. The Psalms were the Hebrew hymnbook. Ephesians chapter 1 verse 3
through 14 are a hymn of praise to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy

Ghost.
Praise and Worship can be given in private or in the corporate worship setting.
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Hudson Taylor, reflecting on John 7:37, "If any man thirst, let him come unto me,

and drink."7, after his first wife Maria died, wrote,

Who does not thirst? Who has not mind-thirsts or heart-thirsts, soul-
thirsts or body-thirsts? Well, no matter which or whether, I have them
all— "...come unto me and..." remain thirsty?

Ah, no! "...come unto me and drink."
What, can Jesus meet my need? Yes, and more than meet it. No

matter how intricate my path, how difficult my service; No matter how
sad my bereavement, how far away my loved ones; No matter how

helpless I am, how deep are my soul yearnings—Jesus can meet all. All,
and more than meet.

"End of quotation"

C.H. Spurgeon wrote,

Our griefs cannot mar the melody of our praise; They are simply the

bass notes of our life song: "To God be the glory"

"End of quotation"

In the Bible, praise is closely linked with worship and thanksgiving. Through all
three we honor and enjoy God.

Ephesians 5:18-20 says, "...be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ..." 8

You and I have the glorious privilege, and the duty, of entering into his
presence with praises and thanksgiving. Let's exercise this privilege regularly.

7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Lesson #6

Jesus was not Afraid to Confront Evil

In our lesson we see Jesus boldly confronting the very highest and most
powerful religious and political leaders of his day. He did not flinch from declaring

that the temple was his father's house and they were using it in a sinful way.
In today's world you and I can find plenty of things to stand against. I think

most of us have no problem standing against the sins of abortion, immorality,
greed, dishonesty, and disobedience to God's laws and commandments.

We can be bold in our stand against these issues, but are there sinful activities
we allow in our lives which we would condemn in the lives of others?

Do we live our lives with integrity?
In my career in business, over the years, I have seen men who profess to be

Christians...
Bend the truth...
Deliberately not tell all the truth...
Manufacture and doctor records after the fact...

Engage in illegal methods to save money...
Tell the facts in such a way that they are understood in the wrong way...
This kind of behavior is so destructive to our Christian witness.
The unsaved world looks at these kinds of dishonest actions and loses respect

for Christ's kingdom.
We not only hurt ourselves, but we do great harm to Christ's kingdom.
It is so important for us to live our lives with integrity.
Does our "yes" mean yes and our "no" mean no? Or do we bend the truth or

not tell the whole truth when it is convenient? Do we insist on our children's
honesty and then cheat or be inconsistent in front of them? Do we bring things
home from the office which don't belong to us? Are we pure morally?

Are there things we look at which cause our minds to think impure thoughts?

Do we do things in secret that we would not want others to know about? Are we so
naïve that we think God can't see?
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Are we ready to share the gospel of salvation when the Holy Spirit gives us an

opportunity? Or don't we even know how to introduce someone to Christ?

Are we consistent in how we live our lives before our children? Do our children
and spouses see us talking one way and walking another? God sees; God knows;
God cares; God will keep the record straight.

It is fine for us to be zealous about maintaining the doctrinal purity of the

church, but it is a mockery of God's grace for us to live in a deliberately
inconsistent way. The damage we do to our children's spiritual lives is incalculable.

God asks his people to humble themselves, to pray, to turn from their wicked
ways.

God help us if we boldly stand against evil in others' lives and live careless,
inconsistent lives ourselves!

Lesson #7

We Must be Committed to the Task

Jesus could have taken the easy way out and went with the Greeks. He could

have avoided the agony of the garden, the trials and the crucifixion. But he didn't,
and because he didn't, you and I can have salvation full and free.

God has not promised us flowery beds of ease, but he has promised to go with
us.

God has not promised us success, but he has called us to be faithful. Maybe
your heart is breaking today. Maybe you wonder if you can keep on.

Look to Jesus who has promised that his yoke is easy and his burden is light.
Allow him to go through the storm and heartache with you. Commit your life

to him and he will guide your footsteps.

A Chicago youth pastor came up with a clever way to keep his group on track.
They were going on a trip to Florida and he was concerned that they would be

distracted from their focus on evangelism.
He fashioned a cross from two pieces of lumber. Just before they climbed on

the bus he showed it to them.
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"I want all of you to remember that the whole purpose of our going is to

glorify the name of Christ, to lift up the message of the cross. So we are going to

take this cross wherever we go."
The teens weren't too sure about it but they agreed. They took the cross all

the way to Florida. They took it into restaurants and motels. It stood in the sand
when they ministered on the beach.

At first the kids were embarrassed, but it became a point of identification to
them. It was a silent reminder of who they were and why they had come. It came
to be an honor and a privilege for them to carry it around.

The night before they went home the youth leader gave each teen two nails. He

explained that if they wanted to commit themselves to what the cross stood for,
they should drive one of the nails into the cross and keep the other one.

About fifteen years later, one fellow— now a stockbroker— called the youth
pastor. He told him he still keeps the nail with him in his desk drawer. Whenever

he loses his sense of focus, he looks at the nail and remembers the cross in Florida.
It reminds him what is at the core of his life— his commitment to Jesus Christ.

Are you and I committed to Jesus Christ and his service?
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