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Petro meeting – March 2, 2015…………………..Philippians 2, v 1-10

Philippians is probably the most personal of Paul's epistles.

The apostle Paul was an incredible example for us.  He traveled more miles (probably on

foot—Jews didn't ride horses).

He forded more raging, dangerous streams…

…climbed more mountains…

…than any other Christian missionary.

His life had one burning focus… to spread the glorious good news of the gospel.

Always in Paul's great mind the heathen beyond the next mountain beckoned.

His early life was spent trying to stamp out the Christian faith.

His miraculous conversion on the road to Damascus forever changed his life.

He changed from persecutor to defender.

His contribution to the Christian cause can truly be said to be the greatest human effort

the world has ever seen.

With the Holy Spirit's guidance and under His instruction this former persecutor wrote at

least 13 of our NT books.

If you count the book of Hebrews which many attribute to Paul's pen the number is 14.

Think about that!  Our NT contains 28 books.  Paul wrote possibly half of them!

Paul plays a large role in the book of Acts.

Paul's three missionary journeys took the gospel to the farthest reaches of the Roman

world.

This incredible man suffered intensely for this Christian service.

He writes to the Corinthians and to us in 2 Cor. 11:23-28:

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours

more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in

deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered

shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings

often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own

countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In
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weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in

fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are

without, that which cometh upon me daily,  the care of all the churches.1

Paul suffered all this and much more for Christ (without complaint).

Yet sometimes we complain if we are laughed at or made fun of for the gospel's sake.

Paul told the Galatians:

"I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus"  The word translated marks in the

Authorized Version speaks of (a mark incised or punched for recognition of ownership; a

scar of service).  I believe Paul's back was marked with deep welts and scars which he had

received in the service of his beloved master.

Those marks proved Paul was owned by and was a bond slave of Jesus Christ.

How easy you and I have it in our Christian service.  Very few of us bear scars in our

bodies because of persecution.

You and I must always be ready to give an answer for the hope that is in us.

We must always be ready to suffer shame, and if necessary, pain for Him.

The world is a pretty scary place for the Christian today.  ISIS, Boko Haram, the rise of

Islam.  It is imperative that we know our faith so well that we are prepared to die for it if we

are called upon to do that.

Story is told of a Christian school that was overrun by terrorists.  They placed a cross the

ground outside the school door.  They instructed the students to trample on the cross and

spit on it as they left.  If they did so they would live.  If not they would be shot.

The first couple students, scared out of their wits, trampled on the cross and left.

Then a beautiful little 13-year-old girl came to the door.  Kneeling down she reverently

kissed the hard wood and was immediately shot.

Her courage so inspired the rest that every one of them kissed the cross and was shot.

Brothers and sisters, a decision like that isn't made on the spur of the moment.  A decision

like that is the result of a deep-seated conviction that we know what and who we believe.

We believe our faith is worth the ultimate sacrifice.

That decision will be automatic if we know what and why and who we believe in.

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., 2 Co 11:23 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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If we haven't taken the time to think through the reasons for our faith we will likely fail.

I don't care what church or denomination you belong to.  It better be one that teaches a

faith based on the infallible Word of God and a relationship through faith in His son Jesus

Christ.

That faith is the only thing which will sustain us when the winds of persecution swirl

around us.  We need to remember we have never been promised immunity from

persecution.  May God help us to be faithful.

Paul wrote to the Roman colony of Philippi from a Roman prison cell.  Even though Paul

is writing from prison the letter overflows with joy.

Paul had first visited Philippi on his second missionary journey around the year AD 52.

(Geography / map)

Philippi was a city of Maccedonia north and east of Italy.  It was approx. 400 m straight

north of the island of Crete.  The story of the church's founding is in Acts 16.

Paul wrote the letter to encourage and strengthen the Philippian believers.

Writing in chapter 2 he bases his appeal for unity on the example of Christ's humiliation

and exaltation…

1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if

any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy,

that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one

mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of

mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man

on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5  Let this

mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the

likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion  as a man, he humbled

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name

which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee

should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the

earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
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the glory of God the Father. 2

It's an incredible passage filled with lessons for us.  We could never do it justice.  We will

briefly look at it.

v 1… 1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any

fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies

In 1611 the bowels were thought to be the seat of our affections and emotions.  Now they

have a more earthy function.  Paul wrote this not as a question but a positive statement.

"Since" there is consolation, comfort, love, fellowship, bowels and mercies. bowels and

mercies could be translated any affection and compassion or any comfort and love or "any

affection and sympathy" (ESV).  One translation is "any tender-heartedness and compassion".

Paul says these are all blessings we can enjoy here and now  because we are in Christ.

v 2… Make me happy / joyful by being likeminded, having love, being of one accord,

being of one mind.

Paul is speaking here of unity in the body.

In vv 3-4 he instructs them in how to have unity:

Don't act with strife or vainglory.

This could be translated, "Don't act from selfishness or pride".

Be lowly or humble in your minds.

Think of others as more important than yourself.

v 4… Don't merely look out for your own personal interests but think about the interests

of others.

Paul says, "You want to build unity, do these things".

Then an incredible quartet of verses… vv 5-8…

v 5… Let (That's an order)… The word is an imperative command, not an option.

this mind… that Christ had you are to have.

We can probably relate to this command better if we substitute the word "attitude" for

mind.

                                                          
2The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Php 2:1 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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Paul says, "Have the attitude that Christ had".

Then in vv 6-7-8 he tells us what that attitude was.

v 6… Even though Christ was God He didn't grasp at the powers and privileges of

divinity.

v 7… The words Paul uses for made himself of no reputation speak of Christ emptying

Himself like a drink offering and being poured on the altar of sacrifice.  Paul says He emptied

Himself, taking the form of servant.  The word speaks of the beautiful OT picture of the

"bond servant".

When a slave's master released him because he had served the mandated time he was free

to go.

He may have married a slave wife and together they had children while he was a slave.

If the slave loved his master and wished to continue to live with his family there was a

ceremony.

The slave declared, "I love my master.  I want to willingly serve him for the rest of my

life".  The master would take Him to the gate of the city, place the lobe of his ear against the

post and drill a hole through his ear with a sharp tool like an awl.

In time that wound would heal resulting in a time-lasting scar.

That scar said to all the world, "I love my master.  I freely give up my right to freedom.  I

will serve him till I die".

That is the picture behind v 7.  Jesus gave up his rights voluntarily.  He never ceased to be

God, but he made Himself subordinate to God the Father.  That is our pattern.

Christ or course was unique.

The God-man.

He was fully God and fully man.

In every way in essence, Jesus Christ is God.

v 8… Christ became a man; He humbled Himself; He was obedient unto death, even death

on a cross.

Thank God for that obedience.

Thank God for that humility.

Thank God for Calvary.

Because of this you and I, "enemies of God", can receive salvation and eternal life.

Now vv 9-10-11…
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Because of Christ's obedience, humility and sacrifice God highly exalted Him, giving Him

a name above every name.

There is a name I love to hear

I love to sing its worth

It sounds like music in mine ear

The sweetest name on earth

Then vv 10-11… One day "Every knee will bow in worship.  Everything, everyone in

heaven or earth will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the father.

Hallelujah!  What a savior!

At the day of the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ every knee will bow.  Every tongue

will confess.

The rich and the mighty will call for the mountains and rocks to fall upon them in order

to hide them from His wrath.

Satan and his followers may have the upper hand now, but at that day they will fall before

Him.

You and I need to be sure we are members of Christ… that we will be on the winning

side.

Think with me about 8 lessons we can take from this text…

First… You and I are soldiers in the Lord's army.

We are always on active duty.  We are under orders.  Our lives are not our own.

Our #1 assignment is to share the glorious good news of the gospel with those the Holy

Spirit brings into our path.  The Holy Spirit is our source of power.  It's never about us… It's

about God the Holy Spirit giving us those divine appointments and us moving in His power

as we respond to the opportunities He gives to us.

Second… You and I must have our faith anchored deep in the bedrock of God's Word.

We must know what, why and who we believe in.

We must be ready if called upon to suffer for and even die for that faith.  We haven't
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talked about it today, but Paul gives us a powerful insight into suffering for Christ in

Philippians 3 v 10… that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection3  And then he

throws this incredible statement: and the fellowship of his sufferings4.

Now Christ's sufferings and our salvation are complete.  There is nothing we can add to

them, but Paul is saying here that in some mystical way we are sharing in Christ's sufferings

when we suffer for Him here.

There's way more there than you and I will ever figure out, but Paul is telling us that

suffering for Christ binds us closer to Him.  Those sufferings are a sharing with Him in

suffering.  What an incredible insight.  How that should put our sufferings in a new light.

Do I, do you bear in our mind or our body marks / scars we have received while suffering

for Him?

If so those marks should be tremendously comforting to us.

We should never be proud or boastful because of them.

We should glory in the privilege of sharing in the fellowship of His sufferings.

Third… Is unity a quality we strive for?

I didn't say uniformity but unity!  Denominations and manmade distinctions have their

place, but they should never cause us to avoid fellowship with a brother / sister who loves

the Lord and believes and obeys God's Word.  Will he or she always do church like I do?  Of

course not.

Our unity is not in our denomination; it is in Christ.

As chaplain I often have sweet fellowship with men and women from many

denominational backgrounds.

When we focus on Christ, the gospel and His Word we can have sweet fellowship.  God

wants our heart; He wants our devotion; He wants our obedience.

Let's focus on Christ and God's Word.

God the Holy Spirit can't be put in a box.  He is God.  If He chooses to bless people who

don't do church just like we do that is His right.

When we focus on Christ it will lead to unity.

                                                          
3The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Php 3:10 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
4The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Php 3:10 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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When we focus on our little differences it will lead to chaos.

Fourth… Humilty; humility; humility.

Humility will lead to love and unity.  Pride will lead to strife and disharmony.  Humility is

very elusive.

If we think we've got it we've lost it.

Humility comes from having a proper opinion of oneself.

We are creatures; He is the creator.

We are what we are because of His grace and mercy.

Humility comes when we recognize it is not about us.  It is about God and us getting out

of His way and allowing Him to work through us.

We will never have unity without humility.

Fifth… Are you and I pouring out our lives on the altar as a living sacrifice?

Are we yielding our lives in service to Him?

Are we willing to be "bond servants" for our master?

Sixth… Never forget Jesus Christ is God.

Seventh… One day every knee will bow in worship to Jesus Christ.

Eighth… Are you on the winning side?

Have you made the incredible discovery of accepting the gift of eternal life through Jesus

Christ?

Are you ready for Christ's second coming?  Or will you be one of those crying for rocks

and mountains to hide you from His terrible wrath?

Toward the end of his life the apostle wrote some very challenging words to his spiritual

son Timothy.  May they be our legacy.
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have

fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is

laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
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me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 5

                                                          
5The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., 2 Ti 4:6 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).


