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Making Pictures of God…………………………….Isaiah 44:9-20

The little girl was making an unintelligible drawing—No one knew what it

was.
Teacher asked what she was drawing?

“I’m drawing a picture of God!”
“But honey, no one knows what God looks like.”

The little girl answered with great conviction, “Now they will.”

That story is humorous, but in our drawing pictures of God we are

sometimes as naïve as the little girl.

The making of images of God isn’t new. The prophet Isaiah talks about it

in our text for today.

Listen to the passage in the fresh new translation The Message by
Peterson.

Isa 44:12 The blacksmith makes his no-g od, works it ov er in his forge, hammering it on
his anv il--such hard work! He worksaway , fatigued with hunger and thirst.

Isa 44:13 The woodworker drawsup plans for hisn o-god, traces it on a block of wood. He
shapes it with chisels and planes into human shape--a beautiful woman, a handsome
man, ready to be placed in a chapel.

Isa 44:14 He first cuts down a cedar, or maybe picks out a pine or oak, and lets it grow
strong in the forest, nourished by the rain.

Isa 44:15 Then it can serv e a double purpose: Part he uses as firewood for keeping warm
and baking bread; fr om the other part hemakes a god that he worships--carv es it into
a g od shape and pray sbefore it.

Isa 44:16 With half he makes a fire to warm himself and barbecue his supper. He eats his
fill and sits back satisfied with his stomach full and his feet warmed by the fire: "Ah,
this is the life."

Isa 44:17 And he still hashalf left for a god, made to his personal design--a handy ,
conv enient no-god to worship whenev er so inclined. Whenev er the need strikes him
he pray sto it, "Sav e me. You're my god."

Isa 44:18 Pretty stupid, wouldn 't y ou say ? Don 't they hav e ey es in their heads? Are their
brainsworking at all?

Isa 44:19 Doesn't it occur tothem to say , "Half of this tree I used for firewood: I baked
bread, r oasted meat, and enjoy ed a g ood meal. And now I'v e used the rest to make an
abominable no-g od. Here I am praying to a stick of wood!"
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Isa 44:20 This lov er of emptiness, of nothing, is so out of touch with reality, so far gone,
that he can't ev en look at what he's doing, can 't ev en look at the n o-god stick of wood
in hishand and say , "This iscrazy ."

Psm. 97:7 says,

Let all those be ashamed who serve graven images,
Who boast themselves of idols;1

These people were taking blocks of wood or pieces of metal and fashioning
gods from them. Gods who could not see or smell or hear. Gods who were

completely unable to help them or to alter the events of their lives. Gods
who were dead and absolutely powerless!

We serve a God who lives, one who has all power to influence the events in

our lives.
We serve a God who loved us so much that he has sent his only Son to die

on a cross so that we might have eternal life.

This God has given us precise instructions in his book on how he wants us

to live. He is very concerned that we read the directions and follow them
precisely.

In Exodus 25 through 31 God gives instructions for building the
tabernacle—

It is not multiple choice. You pick the style you wish.
It is very precise commands as to exactly how it is to be done.

The exact dimensions are given. The precise colors and patterns are

specified.

Ex. 25:9: According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the

tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.2

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
2The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
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In Ex. 25 v. 40 God says, And see to it that you make them according to

the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.3

Four times in six chapters God says, “Be sure you do it like I showed you

on the mountain”. Our God is vitally interested in our following his

instructions precisely.

I heard a humorous story that illustrated the importance of following
God’s instructions precisely.

David Gibbs is a Christian attorney whose firm helps Christians with free
or inexpensive legal advice. His wife said, “What would you like to do for

vacation this year?”
He said, “Honey, why don’t we rent a motor home and tour the country?

They went to the motor home place and rented a nice motor home.

The book that came with the home was exceptional. It covered everything
that could go wrong…every problem they could conceivably have.

About a week into their vacation David’s wife said, “Honey, what is that red
light on the wall?”

He said, “I don’t know, but let’s look in the book.” The book said when the

red light comes on your waste tanks are full.
It said there was a hose in the bumper. You were to attach the hose to the

tank, run it into the drain and then find the air valve on the tank and put

10.5 lbs. of pressure in the tank. David read the instructions but he didn’t
see the decimal point. So he read it as 105 lbs. of pressure.

As they were getting ready to start, a brand new $320,000 motor home
pulled up beside them. The owner was very proud and told David, “It’s brand

new; it doesn’t have a bug on it.”

His wife said, “Yes, every time a bug hit it he stopped and scraped it off!”
The man said, “There’s nothing but dust in my tanks. I’m just dumping

them to rinse them out.”

3The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
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David’s wife said, “Honey, we’ve got more than dust in ours—let’s get
going.”

David said, “You stand here and I’ll go over and put the 105 lbs. of air in.
When I tell you to, you pull the valve.”

Well it took forever and David was only up to 95 lbs. of air. His wife came

over and said, “Honey, the tanks bulging.”
David said, “Oh, it’s supposed to do that.” He just didn’t like being

questioned about it.
Well, he said, “Honey, you pull the valve; I’ll put the rest of the air in as it

is draining.” Well, when she pulled the valve that hose came up out of the

drain and began spraying all over that brand new motor home. David heard
his wife say, “Oh no” as she tried to grab the hose.

When it was all finished David said to the owner of the new motor home, “I

think you have more than bugs now!”
David had misread only one line. In fact he had only missed one period.

But the results were disastrous.

Brethren/sisters, God is vitally interested in our following the instructions

in his book precisely.
When we read a command or a clear doctrinal instruction it isn’t open to a

committee decision. God didn’t give us the ten suggestions. God expects our
obedience.

But some people don’t read God’s book. They read our lives. What kind of

a picture of God do people see by observing your and my lives? Paul tells the
Corinthians (and us), You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and

read by all men4
Paul is saying that the way we live our lives will be known and read by all

around us by the way we conduct our lives.

You and I are making pictures of God every day.
Do our pictures of God, seen by others, point them to Christ or do they

bring dishonor to his precious name?

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Fascinating Scripture in 2Cor. 3:18…Paul has been talking about how the

Jewish people have a veil over their eyes when they hear the Scriptures read.

He says in v. 18:

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.5

Three teachings flow in progression from three words in this text…

First is the word “unveiled”.

The precious truth of this word is that we who know Christ as savior have
the veil taken away from our eyes.

We can see clearly the Christ who takes away the sin of the world.

We can clearly comprehend the truth of the message in his holy Word.
Our helper the Holy Spirit throws light on the page for us.

The natural/unspiritual man does not, indeed cannot, understand those
truths which the Spirit makes so clear to us.

The veil remains over his eyes Paul says.

Our eyes are open to see the glorious truths of God’s Word.

Second, this truth leads to the second word which is mirror.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Paul says, not only do we see the truth clearly with unveiled eyes; he says
our lives are like mirrors reflecting that truth to those we come in contact

with.
We reflect the glorious light of Christ to those in the dark world of sin

around us.

As others look at our Christ-like lives they see Christ.
Of course the opposite is true.

A mirror faithfully reflects what is placed in front of it.
If our lives are not Christ-like dishonor to his name will be reflected to

them.

What a challenge for us.

Is my life; is your life reflecting Jesus to those around us?

Third…The third word is “transformed”.

As we view Jesus Christ, as we are in the Word daily, our lives begin to be

transformed more and more into Christ-likeness.
Are you and I spending enough time in the presence of Christ and his

Word so that we are being transformed into Christ-likeness?
Do our transformed lives reflect Christ to the lost and dying world around

us?

We would think very badly of someone who knew how to save lives but
didn’t tell. Or someone who knew someone was in mortal danger and had

the ability to help but walked away.
We hear about people who see crimes being committed, who could help,

but walk away. We shake our heads; we are very critical of those kinds of

behavior.
We have eyes to see. We could help lift the veil from their eyes.

But sadly, we are not willing to take the time and the spiritual discipline to

allow our lives to be transformed and to reflect Christ to them.
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Because of our lack of discipline and commitment souls literally die and go
to hell.

We are the watchman on the wall. We have the good news of salvation
through Jesus Christ but our unChrist-like lives do not reflect his love to

them.

The picture of God we are making is determined by the way we live our

lives every day.
Think with me about some areas of self-examination in light of God’s

instructions to us in his Word.

I. The first area we would like to examine is morality as it relates to

purity in our lives.

In Deuteronomy 7:6 God says, For you are a holy people to the LORD your

God6

Paul tells us in Rom. 12:1, THEREFORE I urge you, brethren, by the

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.7

Paul says in 1Cor. 3, Do you not know that you are a temple of God and

that the Spirit of God dwells in you?8

In 1Cor. 6 we read,

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? May it never be!

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8

16 Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a
prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “THETWO SHALL
BECOMEONEFLESH.”
17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with
Him.
18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is
outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own
body.
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are
not your own?

20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body.9

Paul says, “Don’t you know that your body is God’s temple? God lives
here. Don’t take God’s temple into you immoral lifestyle.

His argument is very telling. When you commit an immoral act you are
taking God along with you.

God who hates sin is subjected to witnessing your immoral behavior.

Of course there are a whole host of immoral behaviors and thought
patterns we can engage in without actually involving our bodies in the

physical acts of immorality.

How is our thought life?
What do we look at? Books, magazines, computer or men/women who we

have no right to fantasize about.
Pornography in all forms is very destructive to the spiritual life.

It leads to deceitfulness, impure desires and if allowed to run its course, to

actual sins of immorality.
It is impossible to saturate our mind with trashy images and then expect

to have a strong spiritual life.
None of us is immune to sexual sins.

None of us should argue with it.

We need to do like Joseph and flee from it.
We need to fill our minds with God’s Word and wholesome things.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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If we find the moral area giving us problems we need to be accountable to
someone who will ask us how we are doing. The sexual area of temptation is

truly one where he that thinketh he standeth will surely fall.
We need to depend on God and trusted friends to help us to live

overcoming lives of moral and sexual purity.

We need to remember that we can’t toy with sexual temptation and expect

to escape its trap.
We must avoid situations, publications and persons that tempt us in the

sexual area.

None of us is strong enough to resist the seduction of sexual sin when we

allow ourselves to toy with it.

We need to avoid it, flee from it and never, never argue with it. It will

always win. Satan knows exactly how to push our buttons.
We need to daily clothe ourselves with the armor of God and stay close to

God in communion and fellowship.

At the truck stops there is a continual effort by law enforcement to
prosecute those who engage in prostitution.

They have undercover female cops who walk the lots. If a driver solicits
their services he is arrested, fined $1,000, put in jail. His rig is seized. His

family, employer and hometown newspaper is notified.

All this starts when a driver looks at and fantasizes about someone who
isn’t rightfully his.

Drivers tell me how they stay strong by being in the Word, being
circumspect about what they watch and being accountable at home.

If we plan to win the battle with sexual temptation we must recognize it as
a spiritual battle and not allow Satan to engage our eyes or minds with

sexual images or thoughts.

II. A second area is “Integrity”.
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It is almost a lost cause to talk about integrity today—
Clergy are preying on vulnerable members of their churches.

Business leaders are daily exposed in crooked dealings.
There are scandals in the ministry, the military, the business world and

academia.

It seems like there is an epidemic of dishonesty all around us.

Integrity involves all areas of our lives.

• We spoke about the moral area

• Am I honest in every area of my business dealings?
• Am I honest with the taxman?

• Am I honest in my work?

• Do I obey the law even if I don’t like it?
• Am I honest in my Christian walk before my family?

• Am I a person who is inconsistent in the way I live my life when I
am not with God’s people?

• Integrity is how I live my life when I know no one will ever know.

We so often are so concerned with what others think, but we let down our

hair when we are in strange far-away places.
The person of integrity will make the right choices even if he knows no one

will ever see or know.

We need to remember that God sees, God knows.
…the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth…10

How foolish we are when we forget that God knows our very thoughts
before we think them.

Are we people of integrity?

How can we be people of integrity?

10The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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• We need to get serious about sin. Our sin is an offense against a holy
God. We need to catch a glimpse of how our sin offends that holy

God.
• We need to take responsibility for our actions…admit when we

sin…confess it and turn from it.

• We need to be consistent in the way we live our lives before our
families, before the world, when we know no one will ever know.

• We need to be consistent in our relationship with our heavenly
Father…staying in the Word.

• We need to be obedient to God’s Word and take our moral choices

and decisions from it.

III. A third area is our disposition.

Paul says, Rejoice always11

in everything give thanks…12
Do all things without grumbling…13
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!14

FINALLY, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.15

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to get the idea that Paul wants us to be
cheerful, happy, grateful ambassadors for Christ. But how often are we:

Grumpy, short and snappy with others. Many times this grumpiness shows
up around those we love and live with at home.

It’s as if we feel that we can let our hair down at home.

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
13The Revised Standard Version, (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc.) 1973, 1977.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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We grump and storm and disrespect our family members. We should use
our manners at home. We should be kind and courteous. Our homes should

be little bits of “heaven on earth”.
Many times they are more like “hell on earth”.

Another area of disposition is our lack of gratitude.
We have been highly blessed.

The poorest of us is vastly richer than the world’s masses.
We have so many physical, material things.

Above that we have been blessed with a loving Father who makes all things

work together for our good.
We have the riches of salvation through Jesus Christ. We sit in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus. The bountiful treasure house of blessings in God’s

Holy Word.
Most of us have a measure of health, family, friends and lots of toys.

But still we complain so easily.
It is so easy for us to see the negative and overlook the positive.

We whine and complain over such little things that don’t exactly suit us.

Some of us are highly critical of our brothers and sisters.

We cluck our tongues and think how much better we are than they.
We think our spiritual gift and calling is to be constantly setting them

straight. Our lives are consumed by policing our brother and sister while

around us people die and go to hell.
They see our mean, critical, ungrateful whining attitudes and they are

repelled from the glorious good news of the gospel.

We feel so spiritual as we dispense correction and criticism.

We don’t realize we are sowing seeds of bitterness and hurt.
We need to humbly acknowledge that we don’t know it all.

We need to stop pushing our personal opinions on others.
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We need to realize that God the Holy Spirit is perfectly capable of
accomplishing his way and his work without our critical, fault-finding, self-

righteous spirit.

So often the problem is we forget what God’s job is and what ours is.

When I started at the truck stops I was dangerous. I had a small card

printed. On the front was my name and phone # and some information
about the ministry.

On the back was the plan of salvation.

I thought it was my responsibility to be sure every person I came in
contact with got one of those cards.

It was tough; I struggled; sometimes it wasn’t fun.

Sometimes people got cards who didn’t want them. Then one day God said
very clearly, “Whose job are you trying to do? Relax, be natural; I’ll tell you

when to talk, when to give a card, when to back off.” I did and I was amazed
how productive it was doing it God’s way.

People began to respond. Lives were touched. All because I got out of the

way and allowed God to arrange the meetings and do the work through me.

How we need to learn that lesson when we need to confront someone
about sin.

We need to be absolutely sure it is God’s will to go.
We need to go in great humility.

We need to ask God to direct us.

We need to remember that our preferences are not the only way.

We need to remember that God will direct us.

We need to back off when he directs us to.

We need to allow God to be God.
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Zig Zigler says, “No one has ever erected a monument to a critic.”

Love is the cure for a critical, faultfinding spirit. We should honestly ask
the question before being critical, “Do I really love this person?” “Does God

want me to confront them?”

Some questions for us:

• Am I a grateful person?

• Am I a person who is gentle to those around me?

• Am I an easy person to live with?
• Am I trying to do God’s job in correcting others and being critical of

them?

• Am I willing to hear God’s Spirit if he speaks to me about these
questions?

• Am I willing to change what he asks me to?

It’s not Easy…

To apologize,
To begin over,

To take advice,
To admit error,

To face a sneer,

To be unselfish,
To be charitable,

To keep on trying,
To be considerate,

To avoid mistakes,

To endure success,
To make a commitment,

To profit by mistakes,

To forgive and forget,
To think and then act,
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To stay out of the rut,
To make the best of little,

To control an unruly temper,
To maintain a high standard,

To shoulder a deserved blame,

To recognize the silver lining—
But it always pays.

Teddy Roosevelt penned the following words which can be a challenge to

us as we strive to follow Christ in our daily lives.

It is our responsibility to, with God’s help, fight the good fight of faith.

Quote,

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,

whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives
valiantly, who errs and comes short again and again…who knows

the great enthusiasms, the great devotion, who spends himself in

a worthy cause, who at the best, knows in the end the triumph of
high achievement; and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he

fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat.

Will we with God’s help commit to taking the steps necessary so that our
lives will reflect Jesus Christ to those around us?
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