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White Oak

Practical Means of Leading Others to Healing
Ephesians 4:11-13

Charles Tingly was a black Methodist pastor/hymn writer shortly after the Civil War. He
was born to slave parents near Berlin, Maryland. It wasn't an easy plantation. Charlie grew
up hearing and feeling the lash of the whip. He and his family worked the fields from sunup
to sundown.

Whe n Charlie was f ive his mother did something that made one of the bosses angry.
While little Charlie cradled his mama's head in his lap someone gave her a vicious beating.

30 minutes later she died. Next day whe n the owner found out he had lost a good slave he
was so angry that for spite he sold Charlie's dad and he never saw him again.

Charlie's back was scarred from his shoulders to his heels from the lash of the whip. No
hair would grow on the back of his head because of the beatings.

Can you imagine in this age of freedom being told,
"I own you, boy. I can do anything I want to do to you, even kill you, and nothing will be

done about it." Even though Charlie was very intelligent he wasn't allowed to learn to read
or attend church.

Charlie grew up hearing and feeling those hateful words and lashes.
Whe n he was 13 Lincoln freed the slaves. He still had to work during the day; the nights

were his.
On his f irst night of freedom they said, "Charlie, what do you want to do?"
Charlie said, "What I'd really like to do is go to church."
"But Charlie, there's so much to do. You can go to church anytime."
Charlie said, "I'd really like to go to church."
Charlie walked twelve miles to church.
There he heard the most unbelievable news. The man stood up front and said, "Jesus loves

you."
Charlie argued. He got mad. He said, "After all I've been through there isn't anybody that

loves me!"
"Yes Charlie, Jesus loved you so much that He came to earth to die on a cross for you."
Charlie trusted Christ for salvation that night.
They said, "Do you have a Bible, Charlie?"
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He said, "No, but it wouldn't make any difference. I can't read."
"You mean you can't read well, Char lie?"
"No, I can't read at all."
Bless their hearts, several of the women of the church made the trip to the plantation

many times to teach Charlie to read.
He devoured the Bible. Only thing that held him back was he couldn't afford candles to

read at night.
After attending the church for three years Charlie said, "I'd like to make an

announcement."
They said, "Sure Charlie, what is it?"
He said, "I think God is calling me to preach."
They said, "Charlie, you are mistaken. God wouldn't do that!" (Don't ever say that about

God)
One of the me n said, "Charlie, you are nothing. God won't use you. If you try this you

will fail."
Charlie said with tears running down his face, "You are right, I'm nothing, but if God

wants to use nothing the n that's His business."
Charlie moved over 200 miles away to Cape May, NJ.
Announced the time and place where he was going to preach. Nobody came. Charlie

preached for an hour. Someone asked, "Why did you preach for an hour?"
Charlie replied, "Because I need it!"
This went on for several months. The n some people came to hear what this crazy man

was saying.
People started to get their lives straighte ned out. People began to get saved.
In ten years the largest church in NJ was pastored by Charlie.
Charlie stood up and told his people God was calling him to preach in Philadelphia.
Philadelphia was the second-largest city in the US, the intellectual capital of America.
They said, "Charlie, you can preach in Cape May, but not in Philadelphia."
Charlie went to Philadelphia. Again he preached to himself for months, but in 15 years

the largest church on the east cost was pastored by Charlie. It held approx. 3,000 people and
they filled it six times every Sunday. I me ntioned his name was Charles Tingly. You may
recognize some of the hymns he wrote.
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Leave it There
Nothing Between my Soul and my Savior
We'll Understand it Better By and By
Whe n the Storms of Life are Raging, Stand by Me

He wrote over 100 hymns.
Toward the end of his long life he was asked, Charlie, what's the secret of your success?
Charlie said, "It's really very simple. He's still everything. I'm still nothing and all I gotta

do is be sure there's nothing between my soul and my savior."
Charlie's secret is a powerful tool for bringing healing to others. As we minister to others

He is everything, we are nothing and all we need to do is get out of His way and watch Him
work.

It's never about us. It's about God the Holy Spirit arranging divine appointme nts and
giving us the words and the power to minister to them.

Paul tells us in Ephesians 4 vv 11-13 that pastors, teachers and prophets are to equip us,
the saints, so that we may do works of service and minister to the Body of Christ. It is easy
for us to think, "Let the preachers or the pastors do it; that's their job", but in this passage
Paul is very intentional about telling us that the saints (us) are equipped for the work of
service to the building up of the Body of Christ.

It's an awesome thought that we can be used in ministry to others.
It's a major desertion of our duty when we fail to do this work and say let the pastor do it.
We spoke this morning about some ways to help us be used in service. This evening we

would like to look at several practical ways to help others.

First think with me about the importance of listening. The world is full of hurting people
who are waiting for someone to liste n to the m. It is not natural to really listen (Ask my
wife!). It is so much easier for us to talk than to listen, but if we want to help others we will
need to learn to listen.

Someone has said, "God gave us two ears and one mouth so we should listen twice as
much as we talk."

There is something about being listened to which is very affirming to our spirits.
At the truck stops I do lots of listening. The average over-the-road driver is alone in their

truck away from home and family for 2-3 months at a time. I often listen to drivers who
have been on the road six months or a year.
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Believe me, when you are out that long, you will talk to anyone, even the pastor!
I was sitting in the booth at the Flying J when a driver turned around and asked to use my

pen. He saw my hat and said, "You're the chaplain. Can I talk to you when I'm finished
with this phone call?"

Whe n he was finished he sat across form me and held his head in his hands. I waited. He
finally looked up and said, "I have sinned.

"You saw the woman I was with. She is nine months pregnant. She will have the baby
anytime.

"I lost a beautiful Proverbs 31 wife, a twelve-year-old daughter, my truck and my business
because of this woman. I can't kick her out. She is due anytime and has no place to go."

He talked to me about the choices he had made, why he had made the m and what he
should do. He said his wife would forgive him and take him back but he didn't know what
to do about this woman.

After I had liste ned for quite a while I asked if I could pray with him. When I was
finished I looked at him and said, "What else can I do for you?"

He looked at me and said with great feeling, "Thank you so much for being here and
listening to me."

I hadn't said very much. He knew what were the right things to do. He was just glad to
have someone to listen to him.

I was walking into the Pilot truck stop. I went there to visit with someone. They weren't
there, but as I walked through the store I heard behind me, "Do you have a minute?" I
turned around and saw one of the Wendy workers following me. She said, "Can I talk to
you?" We went over to a sit-down area and she began to tell me about a hit and run driver
who had damaged her car.

She said, "I'm a single mom with a low income. Insurance will pay for most of the car, but
I'm trying to decide whether to sue the driver to recover what is not paid." Now my
inclination was to advise her not to sue, but I didn't say anything. As I liste ned, I was
amazed to hear her say, "I know the driver. I knew her dad. She is not a Christian. I think
I'll not sue her. Maybe God can use this to bring her to salvation through Christ." I was
amazed. She had reached the conclusion I would have recommended without my saying it.
We stood up, hugged, and with tears in her eyes, she said, "Thanks for being here."

We were both so blessed because I had listened.
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I was walking through the Gables truck stop when I heard behind me, "Are you the
chaplain? Could I talk with you?" He was dirty, scruffy, couple days' growth of beard. It
took him to a sit-down area and he bowled me over when he said, "My kid brother who I
loved very much just killed himself. Is he OK?"

I said, "We don’t know what your brother's mental state was. We do know that he is in
the hands of a God who loves him more than we ever can. We need to leave him with God
and go on with our lives."

He began to talk and I listened for approx. an hour. The n I prayed with him.
He thanked me for being there for him. He was deeply ministered to because I listened.

He didn't know if his brother was OK, but he knew he was in God's hand and he was
blessed.

I speak to one of the fuel drivers most days. He was dealing with some heavy family
issues. His oldest son was serving in Afghanistan. His second son was in prison. His
grandson was caught up in a bitter custody battle. On top of that he and his wife were
experiencing disharmony in their relationship because of these issues. I had two seminary
students with me and I felt like he wanted to talk, but didn't because of them. After I took
them to the motel I swung by the truck stop. He was still there. He is a driven man. He is
paid by the load. He never wastes time. As I walked up to him he sat down and began to
share about his troubles. At one time during the conversation he said, "I've never told
anyone else this." I listened for 20 minutes and he was unburdened and ministered to.

Listening is so important in ministering to others.
Listening to God the Holy Spirit is also crucial. He will prompt you when to be sile nt or

when and what to speak. He is a powerful resource to you as you help others. Listen to
them---Listen to Him.

Allow me to suggest that if we are clean vessels God will use us to take the precious water
of life to those who are hurting. It's so important for us to live holy, consistent lives before
Him if we want to bless others. It's nox use trying to bless others if we re harboring secret
sin in our lives.

If we confess, repent and forsake our sin God can use us as channels to bless others.

I was driving through the lot when a driver came running over, looked at the sign on the
side of the car, leaned in the window and said, "Are you a priest?"

I said, "No, I'm a pastor."
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He said, "Can you make a confession to a pastor?"
I said, "Yes you can; you also can confess to God. Why don't you come over to the trailer

and we can talk about it."
We sat down and he told me about infidelity he had been involved in. The lady he had

been unfaithful with had left him. He said, "I'm a Mormon. I'm not a very good one." I told
him of God's love and his need for confession and forgiveness. I was able to lead him
through the entire plan of salvation. We talked about what he needed to do. I prayed with
him and gave him a Four Spiritual Laws booklet. I was a channel of blessing to him that day.

Last Christmas I was taking a box of cookies into one of the truck stops. (We distributed
12,300 bags of cookies last Christmas) As I sat the box down, one of the fuel clerks said,
"Could we talk?" We stepped outside and she told me how her husband had deeply wounded
her. She had done something special for him before he went to deer camp. He had ridiculed
her. She said through tears, "I don't care if he doesn't come back." I asked her if I could pray
and when I finished she said, "Thanks so much for being here." I was a channel of blessing to
her in a completely une xpected way.

One morning I heard that a driver had been incarcerated at the county jail. I we nt to see
him. He had me contact his 101-year-old grandmother to tell her where he was and how he
was.

Whe n he was released he called me. His parole officer was being completely
unreasonable with him. She insisted that he visit her every day. This was a man with no
car, no job and no place to live. I talked her into allowing him to e nroll in the spiritual
program at the mission in Harrisburg. I lost track of him till a year later my phone rang on
Saturday morning at home. He told me who he was, saying, "You won't remember me"

I said, "Oh yes I do."
He said, "I'm out; I'm driving; I'm clean. I just wanted to call and let you know.
I don't know why I was so confrontational, but I said, "Are you in the Word?"
Quick as a flash he said, "Every day". We prayed together. He said he was in California

hauling a load of Vulk snowplows which are manufactured near Carlisle.
God allowed me to be the channel through which His blessings flowed to this man.

I would like to suggest that if we will open ourselves to God's leading and be available to
Him not only will we be channels through which others will be blessed, but we ourselves
will be richly blessed.
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We talked this morning about how important it is for us to be in communion and
fellowship with God so that His blessings will overflow from our lives into the lives of
others.

One of the incredible things I've found about ministering to others is that time after time
God turns that blessing around and directs it into my own life.

Over and over again I approach someone to minister to them only to find a treme ndous
blessing flowing into my own life.

I had ministered to a driver and his wife for a whole week. She was taken to the hospital
from their truck late Friday eve. She coded twice—once in the ER and again in critical care.
I helped bring things from his truck, helped arrange for motel rooms and visited in the
hospital. By Friday she had improved enough to be released.

Several months later I was driving into the truck stop fuel island early in the morning.
My car has magnetic signs on each side. My name "Chaplain Dan" is in the middle of the
sign. As I rounded the corner a driver was walking to the fuel island store. He turned
around, saw the sign and came running to the car. He said, "I know you." I had never seen
him before. He said a driver in Te xas told me how Chaplain Dan helped him and his wife
when she was very sick in Carlisle, PA. Wow! I was surprised. We fellowshipped and
prayed together and I was incredibly blessed because God allowed a driver in Te xas to tell
another driver about me.

I was leaving the Petro when I saw an elderly lady cleaning her windshield. I thought
maybe she needed some help and I walked over. I asked if she was OK. She said, "Oh, yes,
I'm OK. I'm 71 years old. I'm on my way to NY City. I checked the map. I've got it all laid
out. I know e xactly where I'm going. I feel great about it."

Well, I've been to NY City. It's not a place I'd choose to go to.
As I was standing there she said out of the blue, "Are you a born again Christian?" Now

when someone asks me that I assume they are.
I said, "Yes I am, are you?"
She said, "No I'm not. That's not my way. But I have a sister-in-law whose always trying

to jam religion down my throat."
We talked a while. I gave her one of my cards. On the front is my ministry info. On the

back is the plan of salvation. As I was leaving she said, "You aren't like my sister-in-law."
Let's hope my brand of softer evangelism may have worked and that maybe she is now a
believer.
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I walked up to help her but ended up blessed myself.

Allow me to suggest that the ultimate help to healing we can offer to hurting people is to
point the m to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus can heal all the
hurts and can give eternal life and a home in heaven. Each of us should learn a simple
presentation of the gospel and ask the Holy Spirit to se nd us people who need to hear it.

We should know about and have close by good books, literature, tracts and pamphlets.
Ask God to send you people who need this literature and share it when He asks you to. It's
so important to listen to God the Holy Spirit. When I started at the truck stop I had the
small cards printed that I me ntioned before. I thought it was my responsibility to be sure
everyone who came within ten feet of me got a card. It was hard. There was a sense of
drudgery. Sometimes people got cards who didn't want them.

Then one day I heard God very clearly ask, "Whose job are you trying to do?"
I said, "I think mine".
God said, "No, you are trying to do my job. If you would just relax, be yourself, talk about

trucks, family, ball games, I could tell you whe n to give a tract. I could tell you whe n to
speak, when to back off, whe n to talk about Jesus."

I said, "God, it sure isn't working my way, I'll give it a try."

Two incredible things happened:

First – As I relaxed and chatted people responded with great warmth. There was a
spontaneity which was not there before. And…

Second – As I relaxed and chatted ministry happe ned. People responded. God directed
me whe n to talk about spiritual matters, when to back off. It was so much better and more
productive doing it God's way.

Listen to God the Holy Spirit. Ask him to bring people into your life with which you can
share.

Remember, he's everything; we are nothing.
Get out of His way and watch Him work.
Listen to others.
Be a channel through which God can bless.
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Stay close to God in communion/devotion.
Listen to God the Holy Spirit.

One final thought. Know your limits. Know whe n you need to refer to a professional.
Learn about competent Christian professionals and make the referral when it's appropriate.
Develop a concern for others.

Walk and minister in the Spirit.

To review…

Get out of God's way; watch Him work.
Learn to listen to people, to God.
Be sure you are a clean vessel.
Be a channel God can use to bless others.
Thank God for the blessings He se nds to you.
Learn how to present the plan of salvation.
Know whe n to refer.

Be ready to be a blessing and to blessed.

White Oak 2009
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