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Revelation 14:1-12

The Indian tribe had reached the point of desperation. They had suffered losses in every
way. The encroachment of the white man had made their way of life impossible.

Finally they decided their only hope was to accept an allotment in the newly opened
western Indian teritory. Their journey was called the "Trail of Tears".

Whe n they arrived conditions were so bad that they decided they needed to call a meeting
to see what could be done to allow their continual existence.

A time and place was announced. When the time came, only two Indians showed up.
One Indian said, "What can we do?"

The other Indian said "tale quah" (tal a kwa) (Two are enough). Plans were laid and today
in the state of Oklahoma one of the larger towns is named "Talequah".

In the thirteenth chapter of Revelation, we were appalled by the power of the beasts and
the dominance they had over the inhabitants of the earth. In the fourteenth chapter, the
scene changes and that despite it all, two are enough: the Lamb and the redeemed.

Revelation chapter 14 begins a new vision of John the Revelator. In chapters 12 & 13 we
have seen a woman, a child and a great red dragon which had seven heads and te n horns.

We saw Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon and his angels.
Then a great beast came out of the sea. This beast was give n great authority and was

worshipped by the whole earth. This beast made war with the saints and overcame them.
Then a second beast appeared doing great wonders in order to exalt the first beast.
Everyone who was deceived by these beasts was made to receive a mark on their right

hand or their forehead. It is ironic that the people that received the beast's mark were
deceived and ultimately destroyed while the people in John's vision in chapter 14 that
received the mark of the Lamb and His Father were protected from harm.

v 1 opens with the mention of Mount Zion. This is probably the earthly city of Jerusalem.
The Lamb is standing in triumph and with Him are the 144,000 we met back in chapter 7.

Barkley says that in the ancie nt world a person could be marked for at least five different
reasons…

(I) A mark could stand for "ownership".
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Often a slave was branded with his owner's mark. Much like sheep and cattle are branded
today, the brand mark showed that the slave belonged to the owner. The 144,000 with the
Lamb are marked to show they belong to God.

The apostle Paul tells us that he proudly bore the brand marks of the Lord. The deep
scars, welts and often ope n wounds on his back marked him as belonging to God.

Paul was willing to endure pain, hardship and suffering for his Lord. How much are you
and I willing to suffer for Him?

(II) A mark could stand for "loyalty".

The soldier would sometimes brand his hand with the mark of the general that he loved
and would gladly follow into any battle. He was loyal to the one whose mark he bore.

The 144,000 are veterans who have proved their loyalty.
Are we willing to be marked as followers of Christ? Are we loyal to Him?

(III) A mark could stand for "security".

Barkley talks about a third or fourth-century papyrus letter from a son to his father.
Times were dangerous. Father and son had been separated. The son writes to the father
sending his greetings and good wishes. The n he says, "I have indeed told you before of my
grief at your absence from among us, and my fear that something dreadful might happe n to
you, and that we may not f ind your body. Indeed I often wished to tell you that, having
regard to the insecurity, "I wanted to stamp a mark on you".

The son wanted to put a mark on his father's body in order to keep it safe. The company
of the 144,000 with the Lamb are marked for security in life and in death. How like the
apostle Paul's writing in Ephesians chapter 1 vv 13 & 14…

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth,
the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,

14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to
the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Paul says that after believing we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. Then he says this sealing
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is a pledge or guarantee of our redemption. So we are marked by God to keep us safe here in
this evil world and to guarantee our safe arrival on the heave nly shore.

The hymn writer says, "More secure is no one ever than the loved ones of the savior." We
are marked for security.

(IV) A mark could stand for depende nce.

Robertson Smith quotes an example of this in the great Arab chieftains who had their
humble clients who were absolutely dependent on them. Ofte n the sheik would brand his
camels to show that they were dependent on him.

This dependence is very much like the dependence of the sheep to its shepherd or the
dependence we have to the good shepherd. The sheep absolutely could not live without the
loving care of the shepherd. You and I cannot live without the loving care of our shepherd
the Lord Jesus Christ.

How wonderful that we are marked to show our depende nce on him. The 144,000 with
the Lamb are utterly dependent on His love and grace.

(V) Finally the mark could stand for "safety".

In Christ's time it was common for those who were devoted to a god to be stamped or
branded with his sign.

History is f illed with many cruel uses of this branding. Slaves and captives of war were
often branded in a cruel way. The Syrians were tattooed on the wrist or neck with the mark
of their god.

Herodotus tells of an Egyptian temple which possessed the right of asylum. Any criminal,
slave or free man was safe there from pursuing vengeance. Whe n a fugitive reached the
temple he was branded with certain sacred marks which represented that he had delivered
himself to the god and that no one could touch him anymore. They were the marks of
absolute security. The 144,000 with the Lamb had cast themselves on the mercy of God in
Jesus Christ and are safe forever.

What a picture of the believer. We are owned by God; we should be loyal to God. We
are securely kept by God; we depend on Him for our very life and we are safely kept from
the attacks of the enemy of our soul. We owe God our very lives. How grateful we should
be.
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In vv 2-3 John describes the heavenly throne room which we have already seen in chapter
4. There John describes God's abode as dazzling, shining with multicolored gemstones and
inhabited by 24 elders and four living creatures.

The four living creatures continually praise God, saying, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD

GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.
The 24 elders say, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory

and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will
they existed, and were created.”

Now in chapter 14 John describes a voice from heave n, probably from that throne room.
John uses a threefold description of the voice.

First – It was like the sound of many waters.

There is something awesome and powerful about the sound of water crashing on the shore
or falling over the brink. Last summer ('09) my family visited Niagara Falls. There more
than 280 tons of water per second fall 170 to 180 feet to the gorge below. The falls are appo.
3,500 feet wide. They drain water from four of the five Great Lakes. The official souvenir
book has this description: "Niagara Falls creates a deafening roar as it crashes into the gorge,
churning up a cloud of spray strewn with rainbows. It is an unforgettable and breathtaking
sight."

As John struggles to describe the sound (which is a better translation than voice), he says
the sound was like many waters.

Second John says the sound was like mighty thunder.
And third the sound was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.
Apparently John is hearing a heavenly choir which is both loud and harmonious.
This choir is not the 144,000 who we are told must learn the song.
We can only speculate on the nature of the song. But it was loud and harmonious. The

sound of waters reminds us of the power of the voice of God.
The thunder reminds us of the unmistakable ness of the voice of God. No one can fail to

hear the loud thunder clap.
The sound of many harpers reminds us of the melody of the voice of God. There is in

God's voice power, might and authority; there is also the gentle graciousness of sweet music
to calm the troubled heart.
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I am ofte n amazed at the une xpected ways God uses us to share the sweet gentle voice
with those who are hurting.

I was praying with a driver who had just shared incredible hurts with me. As I prayed I
was overcome by the pathos and began to weep. I was e mbarrassed, thinking crying wasn't
very professional. But I was amazed how those tears ministered deeply to that driver's soul.

I stopped to chat with a driver I know. He began to share deep frustration about some
issues in his life. I listened, didn't say much, but as we prepared to part he said, "Thanks, I
feel much better now."

Another driver was pacing up and down very frustrated and angry. After listening for a
while I said, "May I pray with you?"

After we prayed he said, "Dan, God always sends you along at just the right time."
One of the supervisors at one the truck stops lost her twelve-year-old grandson to suicide.

I was able to minister to her, pray with her and comfort her.
In each of these and many more I was the instrument through which God spoke to the

hurting people. Not because I was clever or smart but because God arranged to use me to
bring his comforting voice to the m.

The heave nly choir was singing a song which only they and the 144,000 could learn.
Here there is a truth that runs through all of life. The Lamb's company were able to learn

the new song because they had passed through certain experiences.

Barkley suggests three experiences they have had:

(a) Clearly they had suffered.

They had come out of great tribulation. The events of the seal judgme nts poured out by
antichrist and Satan have been horrendous.

There are certain things which only sorrow can teach. One of the poets says, "We learn in
suffering what we teach in song".

Sorrow can produce resentment and bitterness, but it can also produce faith and peace and
a new song. Don't let sorrow make you bitter; let it make you better.

(b) Clearly they had lived in loyalty.

It is clear that as the years pass on, the leader will draw closer to his loyal followers and
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they to him; then he will be able to teach them things the unfaithful or spasmodic follower
will never learn. Christ will be able to take us deeper and further in the spiritual life if we
will remain close and loyal to him.

(c) This is another way of saying those in the company of the Lamb had made steady
progress in spiritual growth.

A teacher can teach deeper things to a mature student than to an immature beginner.
Jesus Christ can reveal more treasures of wisdom to those who day by day grow up into Him,
who stay close to Him.

The tragedy today is that there are so many static immature Christians not growing
spiritually or developing a deeper relationship with Christ. Are we taking the time to invest
in growing deep in our relationship with Christ?

Can he teach us deep things because we are loyal to him and constantly growing in our
spiritual lives? We can't take a pill or insert a disc to become spiritually mature. It will only
happen when we are willing to take the time to be with Him.

We should say something about the identity of the 144,000. There is great speculation
and disagreement among commentators about who they are.

Whe n we looked at the 144,000 in chapter 7 we said they are physical descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who are marked or sealed in order to be protected during the
terrible events of the Day of the Lord judgme nt to be poured out on the unbelieving world.

In chapter 7 12,000 are chosen and sealed from twelve literal tribes which are listed
precisely by name.

Some believe they will be evangelists bringing many of their Jewish brethren to salvation
after the church is raptured after the cosmic disturbances associated with the sixth seal.

These according to v 4 appear to be the first fruits of the great multitude of Jewish
believers who will come to salvation from out of the events associated with the Day of the
Lord wrath.

We quoted Seiss when we preached on chapter 7. He writes, "They are not a part of the
church proper; for their repentance comes too late for that. They are a superaddition to the
church—a supplementary body—near and precious to Christ, but made up after the proper
church has finished its course."

In vv 4-5 we are given some characteristics of the 144,000.
v 4a is one of the most difficult portions of the book. We read, These are they which
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were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
There are several possibilities for this passage. The obvious inte nt is to describe the purity

of those who are in the company of the Lamb.

(I) It could describe those who in sexual relationships have been pure.

This doesn't seem to be the case here for they are described as virgins, that is those who
have never known sexual relations at all.

(II) It could be describing those who are free from spiritual adultery, from all disloyalty to
Jesus Christ.

Time and again Israel is accused of adultery because of compromising with the heathe n
worship of idols and false gods.

Paul said to the Corinthians, I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I

promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you
as a pure virgin to him. (NIV)

(III) Does it describe those who have remained celibate?

The Gnostics held that marriage and procreation are from Satan. Closer to home in our
early church history Conrad Beissel founded an order at the Ephrata Cloister which glorified
celibacy. The whole movement toward monasteries and conve nts was built on the
implication that everything to do with se x and the body was wrong. This is far from the
teaching of the New Testament saying that for this cause a man left his own family and was
so closely united to his wife that they would become one flesh and warning that what God
had joined together man should not separate. Paul likens the marriage to the relationship of
Christ to His church.

The Hebrew writer says marriage is honorable and the bed is undefiled.
All in all it seems best to take this passage in a metaphorical sense of spiritual purity on the

part of these followers.
Especially because of the frequent use of the figurative in Revelation one might e xpect

purity to be expressed this way in describing the 144,000. In the rest of v 4 we see three
more characteristics of this group.
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(I) They followed the Lamb

The company of the Lamb are those who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Jesus said
Follow Me.

The simplest definition of a Christian is "one who follows Jesus".
The good soldier follows his commander. To follow also means to emulate His example.

The soldiers of Alexander the Great loved and admired him so much that they would follow
him anywhere.

Jesus is our example. How much more dedicated we should be in following Him.

(II) They were purchased from among men (NIV)

From among all the men of the world, the redeemed have been brought back. In Rev. 5:9
they sang,

because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation. (NIV)

(III) They were offered as first fruits

Under the Law the first sheaf of the harvest was presented to the Lord.
The New Testame nt refers to early converts as f irst fruits.
Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection. He arose first and represents all who follow

Him in the resurrection.
The 144,000 are special first fruits of the completion of the redemption process.

In v 5 two additional characteristics are given:

(I) They do not lie.

Basic honesty is essential to anyone who is a follower of Jesus Christ. Honesty was a rarity
in antiquity and unfortunately it is a rarity in many places today, even sometimes among
those who name the name of Christ!

(II) they are blameless (NIV)
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This is an all-inclusive term recalling the OT sacrif icial system. Every animal presented
for sacrifice needed to be without ble mish. Each of the redeemed in the company is without
fault, blameless.

In vv 6-12 three angels of judgment are presented.
In v 6 an angel takes his position high in the sky so he can be seen by the maximum

number of people. The description of where he flies is interesting. KJ says in the midst of
heaven; NAS midheaven. The word was sometimes used in classical Greek to denote the
position of the sun at midday. The angel is about to make an announceme nt to every nation,
tribe, language and people. He will present the everlasting gospel. In Mark 13:10 we are
told the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. Jesus said in Matt. 24:14, And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.

This is a striking fulfillment of Jesus' words. The angel comes with an everlasting or
eternal gospel. Even in a world which is crashing to its doom the gospel is still valid.

The gospel has e xisted from all eternity.
The gospel is the eternal purpose of God for man. The gospel is also a two-edged sword.

On one hand there is the love and mercy and forgiveness of God; on the other hand there is
the awesome judgment of a holy wrathful God.

(2) The second angel announces the fall of Babylon.

Babylon is the notoriously sinful city in antiquity. It is often used as a code word for the
wicked city of Rome.

The ancie nt city of Babylon lay in ruins when John wrote. He uses it as an object lesson
to remind us that if we reject God's offer of salvation we will be destroyed.

There is something here for us to learn. It is said that Babylon has contributed to the sin
of others. We must remember how important it is for us to live our lives in a way that will
affect others in a positive way.

We have the possibility of influencing others for good or evil. The way we live our lives
will be an influe nce on others. They may be influenced to live their lives for God's glory.

They may be influenced to bring dishonor to the holy name of our God because of the
way we live.

What an awesome responsibility we have. The way we live our lives may cause others to
go astray or to turn toward God.

Our lives will either reflect honor and glory to our God or may bring reproach and
dishonor to His holy name.

We are responsible before God to conduct our lives in a holy, righteous manner.
Behind all this remains the eternal truth that the nation or the man whose influence is to

evil will not escape the avenging wrath of God.
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(3) The third angel speaks in vv 9-11.

We have already been warned about the power of the beast and his mark. Now the angel
reiterates his warning.

It seems that of all dooms the doom of the apostate is the worst.
The church was battling for its very existence. Individual me mbers needed to be prepared

to lay down their lives to defend it if necessary.
The apostate is warned in fearsome language in v 10 that he will drink of the wine of the

wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger. He will be tormented
forever.

v 12 is an incredibly comforting verse for the believer. The English Standard Version
translates v 12, "Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the
commandme nts of God and their faith in Jesus."

The word "endurance" is translated patience1 in the KJV.
Rev. 13:10 in the NLT says, But do not be dismayed, for here is your

opportunity to have endurance and faith.2
The believer may be called upon to e ndure many trials and persecutions at the hands of

Satan and the antichrist.
John here is encouraging us to "know what we believe"…to know whose side we are

on…to know that Jesus is the redeemer. We are on the winning side.
Even if we are called upon to suffer martyrdom we are encouraged to remain strong and

firm in our faith.
The news about God's ultimate triumph should e ncourage God's people to remain faithful

through every trial and persecution, even death.
The result of refusing to worship the antichrist will be temporal, but the result of turning

from Christ will be eternal.
God's awful wrath will begin with the trumpet judgme nts and will culminate in the

awesome bowl judgme nts listed for us in chapter 16.
The redeemed ones can rely on the blessed hope of being removed before the trumpet and

bowl judgments. The unsaved do not have that promise. They can only look forward to
incredible judgment and eternal punishment. If you are here without Christ today we will
give you the opportunity to accept His offer of salvation as we sing.

Mummerts 2010

1The King James Version, 1769.
2Holy Bible, New Living Translation, 1996.
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