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Romans 10……………………………………………….……………………read 9-17

Before I start I'd like to credit The Life Application Bible Commentary for some of the

ideas in this message.

David Gibbs tells the following story:

He was preaching at a church where he was invited to go for dinner with one of the

families.  It was a fine day.  While they were waiting for the lady of the house to get dinner

ready the man of the house said, "I hunt with dogs.  I have some really fine hunting dogs.

Would you like to see them?"

David said, "Sure".  The man and his son took him out to the dog pens.  There were 6 or 8

fine-looking dogs.  When they opened the gate those dogs about went wild.  They howled

and ran in great excitement but with no kind of discipline or order.

Then the man said, "Watch this."  When he gave the command every dog stopped in its

tracks.  The dogs quivered with excitement, but till they heard the command to go they

didn't move.  As disorderly and undisciplined as those dogs were before, now they were

perfectly disciplined and only did what they were told.

The man pointed to a fine dog and said, "Brother Gibbs, that is our prize dog.  Let me

show you his paces."  He gave a command, and that dog began to run.  Suddenly in mid-

stride that dog disappeared.  There was a yelp and then several seconds later a splash!

The man and his son looked at each other and said, "Oh, no, we forgot to cover the septic

tank hole."  They were planning to have it pumped and had opened it up so it would be

ready to pump.

The hole was about 8 feet deep to the top of the stuff in the tank.  The tank was about 10

feet deep.  The dog was flailing and yelping but wasn't getting anywhere.

The man said, "Even if we put a ladder down there the dog won't be able to get out.  It

looks like we lost our prize dog."

His son said, "Dad, I love that dog.  I'm going down into that filthy tank and getting him."

While he stripped off his Sunday clothes they got a ladder and put it down into the tank.

Then that boy started climbing down.  There is no way to describe how filthy that tank was.

When that boy neared the dog the dog began to fight him.  The dog was terrified,

disoriented and didn't realize the boy was trying to help him.
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It took a while, but finally the boy got his arm around the dog, and slowly he brought it

up the ladder to safety.

Brothers and sisters, that is a perfect illustration of the human salvation experience.  My

bible tells me that before we found Christ you and I were wallowing in the cesspool of sin.

The apostle Paul tells us in Romans 5:10 that we were not only filthy sinners but we were

actually enemies of God.  Paul writes, For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to

God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be

saved by His life.1  In Colossians 1:21 Paul writes, And you, that were sometime alienated

and enemies in your mind  by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled2   You and I

were alienated from and enemies to the God who made us.

The Psalmist says,

1 I waited patiently for the LORD;
And He inclined to me and heard my cry.

2 He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay,
And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm.

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;
Many will see and fear
And will trust in the LORD.3

In the passage before us this morning in verses 9-13 the great apostle tells us how guilty

sinners, filthy enemies of God can be reconciled to Him and receive salvation and eternal life

through His son Jesus Christ.

In v 9 Paul says, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your

heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved4

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 5:10 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Col 1:21 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ps 40:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 10:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Paul writes in v 8, THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in your heart5

In Moses' day God's message was clear to His people.  Now Paul says it is as near as the

mouths and hearts of Paul's readers.  This includes us today.  The message of salvation is as

close and available to us as it can possibly be without overruling our will.

What message is Paul talking about?—"the word of faith that we proclaim".  Today

salvation is available through faith in Jesus Christ.

In v 8 Paul is quoting Deuteronomy 30:14.

To confess (v 9) means to give verbal affirmation… in this case to acknowledge with our

mouth that Jesus Christ died and was raised for us.  Anyone can say they believe something.

But God knows our hearts.  It is not enough to merely utter this confession.  It must be

declared, professed, proclaimed "from the heart".  This confession must express our full

conviction that Jesus Christ was God's son, that He died for us and that He rose again from

the dead.

For salvation we must truly believe all that, and we must confess it with our mouth.

Paul tells us in first Corinthians 15:17 that the resurrection is totally interrelated with our

salvation.  The NIV says, "…if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in

your sins."

Jesus is unique among religious leaders.  All of them are lying in graves somewhere.  Jesus

is the only "Lord" to have risen from the grave.  This means that Christianity is more than a

philosophy of life or a religious check-the-box option; Christianity offers us the only way to

be saved.

Peter told the Jewish rulers and elders in Acts 4, “And there is salvation in no one else;

for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved.”6

The angel told a trembling Joseph, "And she (Mary) will bear a son; and you shall call his

name Jesus, for it is he who will save his people from their sins."

Colossians 1:13-17 and 20-22:

13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son,
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

                                                          
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 10:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 4:12 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things have been created through Him and for Him.
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace
through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or
things in heaven.
21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in
evil deeds,

22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order

to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach 7

So we see that salvation is through the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is through Him alone.  There

has never been another way, and there will never be another way.

Paul ends v 9 with the words, you will be saved.

In a nutshell the gospel message is "Believe and confess Jesus as Lord, and you will be

saved."

In this passage there is no reference to works or rituals.

The point of decision is between a person and God, but the point of confession implies

another person (one who we confess to).  While it is true that God is often our first

confessor, having others witness our confession confirms our belief.  To confess and believe

become mutually related responses; if one is true the other follows.

Paul says if we confess…. Jesus as Lord (Gr. kurios).  In Paul's day the title kurios (Lord)

carried great weight.  It was a Roman title of respect like our "sir".  It was a form of address

for Roman emperors (much like "your royal highness").  It was used as a title for the Greek

gods.

It is the title used in the Septuagint (a Greek translation of the OT) to translate the

Hebrew word Yahweh, also translated "Jehovah".

So when we confess Jesus as "Lord" we acknowledge His rank or supreme position.

We pledge our worship and obedience to Him.

We place our life under His protection for safekeeping.

We pledge ourselves and our resources to His control for direction and service.

                                                          
7New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Col 1:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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"Lord" represents to us the highest authority to whom we submit.

"Lord" means when He says, Go into all the world and preach the gospel we are not free

to ignore His command.

"Lord" means "master", "sovereign", "owner".  One never says no to the "Lord".

Peter didn't understand this.  Several times he said "not so" to Christ.  If He is "Lord" and

we are His followers our answer to His must always be, "Yes, Lord".

v 10 continues the story of salvation.  The NIV translates, "… it is with your heart that

you believe and are justified…"  Belief starts in the heart… in the deepest place of your soul.

That belief justifies you (God declares you "not guilty" for your sins).

The NIV continues, "… it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved."

By prayer to God you confess with your mouth your belief in God and what He has done

for you.

That includes belief that:

• Jesus Christ is the divine son of God.

• We are sinners.

• We confess that sin and ask for forgiveness.

• Jesus Christ was sinless.

• Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay for our sins (in our place, as our substitute).

• We must each accept God's gift of salvation personally.

This and more is included in the heart belief and mouth confession.  As in vv 8-9 belief

and confession lead to salvation.

When Christ died on the cross He paid for every man, woman and child's sin in the whole

world.  This includes all who ever lived or all who will ever live.  Christ's death covered each

of their sins.

Christ's salvation was effective for everyone, but it is only available to anyone if it is

accepted by faith.

We accept that salvation by praying a simple prayer of faith acknowledging that we are

sinners, that we believe Jesus died to pay for our sin and that we accept that salvation.

The wording of that prayer is not as important as the belief in one's heart.  "… it is with



6

your heart that you believe and are justified."

John 3:16 says, For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.8

Ephesians 2:8-9 says,

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God;

9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.9

Colossians 1:13-14 says,

13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son,

14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.10

1 Peter 1:18-19 days,

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,

19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood

of Christ.11

When we have been saved we will want to:

• Identify with a Bible-believing church.

• Read and study God's Word.

• Pray and fellowship with God.

• Obey Christ's command to be baptized.

• Tell others about the gospel.

                                                          
8New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 3:16 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
9New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Eph 2:7 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
10New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Col 1:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
11New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Pe 1:17 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).



7

To believe and to confess involve whole-person commitment.  We cannot do one without

doing the other.  Believing and confessing are two parts of a single step.  It is just like lifting

the foot and then placing it back down are two movements in the one act of taking a step.

In the same way one cannot be saved without being justified, nor justified without being

saved.

Again v 11 from the NIV, "As the Scripture says, 'Anyone who trusts in him will never be

put to shame.'"

Paul quotes from Isaiah 28:16 to summarize the transaction that he has just described.

Anyone who trusts in Christ will be saved.

What appeared in v 10 to be two separate actions turns out to be two parts to the response

the Bible calls "trust" or (belief).

When Paul says the one that believeth on him shall not be ashamed or "put to shame", he

is not saying that Christians will never be disillusioned or disappointed.  People will let us

down.  Circumstances will not go our way.  What Paul is saying is that God will keep His

side of the transaction.  Those who call on Him will be saved.  God will never fail to provide

righteousness to those who believe.

In v 12 Paul says the "Anyone" of v 11 includes both Jew and Gentile.

In chapter 3 vv 22 & 23 Paul also writes, there is no difference.  Here the focus is on the

people's sinfulness. for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God12

God's salvation is available to all people.  "The same Lord over all is rich unto all that call

upon him".

In v 13 Paul quotes from Hebrew scripture from Joel 2:32, for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON

THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”13

God's special relationship with Israel continues and is broadened to include everyone who

calls on the name of the Lord.

God's plans for Israel had their climax in Christ.  Access to God for all people now comes

through Jesus Christ.  With this reference Paul lays the foundation for world evangelism.

In vv 14-15 Paul says no one will call on the Lord for salvation unless they believe.  No

one will believe if they do not hear.

                                                          
12New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 3:23 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
13New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 10:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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No one will hear unless there is a proclaimer of the gospel.  How beautiful are the feet of

those who proclaim the good news.

While this can certainly apply to the formal proclamation of the gospel by preachers who

have been specifically called to preach, we do no violence to the passage if we apply it to the

proclamation of the gospel by every Christian.

Jesus said to every believer in Mark 16, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to

all creation.14

Jesus told the disciples in Acts 1, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has

come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.15

These are imperative commands.  They are not suggestions.  If you and I are not taking the

gospel to those we rub elbows with we are simply disobeying our Lord's command.

Each of us should know a simple presentation of the gospel.  We should ask God to give us

"divine appointments" with the unsaved.  We should take those appointments and share the

gospel.

We should build bridges of friendship to people around us who are lost.  If all our friends

are saved and just like us we will not touch the world with the good news.  Arron Chambers

in his book Eats with Sinners says, "I wish many of my friends were lost but not for long".

For too long as conservative Christians we have huddled in our churches and said, "We are in

here.  You are welcome to come."

Christ says, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel."  Will we?

The Life Application Bible Commentary has this to say,

We must take God's great message of salvation to others so that they can

respond to the good news: How will our loved ones and neighbors hear about

Christ unless someone tells them?

Is God calling you to be a part of making his message known in your

community?  Besides thinking of a person who needs to hear the good news,

think of something you can do to help that person hear it.  Then take that step

as soon as possible.

                                                          
14New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Mk 16:15 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
15New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 1:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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End of quotation

When I was about 12 years old I remember going with my dad to help at the Knobsville

Mission church near McConnellsburg.  I remember one of the members weeping as he told

us how God the Holy Spirit had impressed upon him to witness to one of the mountain

people there.  Weeping he said, "I didn't do it.  The next time I saw him he was in a box."

You and I will not know till eternity what the effect of our witness will be.  Let's be obedient

when God the Holy Spirit nudges us.

In 1925 Alaska had the worst winter on record ever.  Never before in recorded history had

there been a winter that bad.  Never once since has there been a winter that bad.

Alaska is really cold--40 below is no big deal.  It was 60 below.

Passes had 80' of snow.

Storm after storm came up the Bering Sea making snow and cold—It was a record.  In

Nome, Alaska 1,000 miles north of Anchorage an outbreak of diphtheria was experienced.

It was deadly—All kids 100% fatality.

Adults 90% fatality… Spreading through town.  Even in 1925 they have a vaccine that

was reasonably effective, but Nome has run out of vaccine.  1,000 miles away in Anchorage

there was an unlimited supply, but there was no way to get it to Nome.  Nome was

telegraphing the world, "We are dying."  The train which takes 10 days couldn't go because

the passes are all closed in.

There is 1 airplane in the state—Pilot says, "I can't fly in these temperatures."

Nome telegraphs the world, "Pray for us.  We are dying."  The president of the USA

declared a national day of prayer.  The queen of England declared a national day of prayer.

Charlie McCoy, the most-experienced dog sled musher in Alaska said, "I have an idea.  You

don’t need to tell me it's impossible.  I already know that.

"You don’t need to tell me it can't be done.  I know people are praying.  When people pray

God does things.  Here's my idea.  Could we load a sled with serum and have a dog team take

it 20-25 miles to the next team?  Running in legs could we try to get it there?"

Everybody said, "Are you dreaming?  The dogs will freeze in the harness at these

temperatures.  There are two mountain ranges—one the tallest in North America.  There are

drop-offs along the trail that are 7-8,000 feet deep."

He said, "People are praying."
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The president called on the nation to pray.

The first sled left.  Today in Alaska every year in honor of what those men did the

Iditarod is run.  The race tries to retrace their route.  Miraculously in 4½ days and nights

these men moved the serum to within 67½  miles of Nome.  Charlie McCoy is coming in.  He

is going to hand the serum off to his dearest friend Gunnar Kaasen.  He said, "Gunnar, it's

over.  The temperatures have plunged even lower.  I'm so froze I can't even move my hands.

The dogs that are still alive are running stiff-legged.  My other dogs are frozen in the harness.

You can't make it.  It's over.  You have the worst run over the worst mountain range."

Gunnar said, "Help me load the sled.  I'm going."  As Gunnar commanded his dogs to

mush the weather worsened.

Charlie did everything he could to get him not to go.  "Your lead dog is injured.  You have

a little untested lead dog named Balto in the lead.  He's gonna get you killed.  You will fall

off a ledge, and we will never find your remains."

They hugged and Gunnar called, "Hup!  Hup, Balto, hup!"  He had no sooner got those

words out when a blast of cold air came in.  The dogs instinctively curled in the show trying

to survive.  Gunnar called out, "Balto, don't you look at the weather.  We can do this."  Balto

stood up and started to pull.  Soon the entire team was up and pulling.

Charlie McCoy went in the cabin and wrote in a journal, "I'll never see him again, but he's

the bravest man I've ever met."

Miraculously Gunnar made it to the next outpost.  The sled overturned twice.  He broke

ribs on both sides.  He was so froze he had to use his hands to move his eyelids.  But he made

it to the next outpost.  No lights were on, no one up.  It would have taken 3 hours to feed and

harness the fresh team.  Gunnar Kaasen decided to go the last lap into Nome.  "The kids are

dying; I've got the serum.  Hup, hup!"  When He arrived he was so frozen he could not walk.

All he kept saying, "Good dogs.  And isn't it something when people pray?"

What he did got trumpeted around the world.  The president brought him to Washington

and gave him the medal of honor (first time ever for a civilian).

He refused to take it.  He said, "Give it to my dogs.  I was just along for the ride."

In Central Park today there is a statue of a black husky named Balto.  The inscription

reads, "When his master said 'hup' he went."  They asked him, "Where did you find the

bravery?"

He said, "Before hup will come out of your mouth it's got to be in your heart."  Everyone

marveled at his bravery.

Finally in a New York Times interview they said, "Was there anything else?"
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He said, "There is one thing."

"What's that?"

"My grandchildren were in Nome, and I had the serum.  I had what they needed."

We have what the world needs.  Will we take it to them?

Invitation… 2 verses of 375 in the black.

There is a sobering scripture in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8-9…

7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus
will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence

of the Lord and from the glory of His power16

If you don't know Christ as savior you will be one of those who will face the retribution of

the Lord Jesus and face the penalty of eternal destruction.

As God's representative in this place, I urge you if you have not accepted Christ as savior

to do it while we sing.

Mummerts 2014

                                                          
16New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Th 1:6 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).


