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Romans chapter 12……………………………………………………read 1-21

In Romans like many of his epistles Paul starts with deep doctrinal teaching.  He then

turns the corner to talk about practical application of the doctrine.

In Romans Paul has laid the doctrinal foundation in chapters 1-11.

Paul shows justification by faith in chapters 1-5.

Paul shows us being sanctified into Christlikeness in chapter 6-8.

Chapters 9-11 deal with Israel's refusal of God's offered righteousness.  This led to the Jew

being rejected in the Messianic kingdom and the inclusion of the Gentile therein.

It will be Israel's future acceptance of this righteousness that will mean their ultimate

salvation.

The change to practical application occurs at chapter 12.  The rest of the book covers

practical application brought about by living out the life of faith.  Chapter 12 may well be

one of the most practical chapters in the Bible.  Like Colossians 3 it is packed full of lessons

for Christian living.  Jay Waggoner would often read from it when he and I went on the

deacon visit.  I'm fascinated to hear many of the deacons who come to our house reading

from its precepts.

We will divide the chapter into 4 parts…

vv 1-2… A living sacrifice

vv 3-8… Gifts of grace

vv 9-13… Marks of the true Christian

vv 14-21… The Christian and his fellow men

Looking first at vv 1-2, a living sacrifice…

The ESV translates Paul's words, "I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your

spiritual worship."

Of course the OT sacrifices were dead.  They were killed and cut into pieces by the priest.

Then they were placed on the altar.  Paul here urges us in view of all of God's mercies to

present our bodies to God as living sacrifices.
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Does my life; does your life in all its living glorify God as a holy, living sacrifice to Him?

Someone has said, "The trouble with a living sacrifice is that it keeps crawling off the

altar."

Our sacrifice to our holy God is for each of us to stay on the altar—to practice our

Christianity in every act, deed and thought of our everyday lives.

Eugene Peterson says it this way in The Message, "Take your everyday, ordinary life--
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life--and place it before
God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do

for him. "

We are to take our ordinary, everyday lives and yield them to God as a living sacrifice.

That brings to mind many pictures.

It tells us that every act, deed or thought of ours either brings honor or dishonor to the

Holy God whom we serve.

It reminds us that our bodies are the temples of that holy God.  God lives in our bodies.

Will He be comfortable going to the places we go to?

Will He be glad to look at the images our eyes look at?

Will our lifestyle, choices and attitude make the God who lives in our bodies comfortable

or uncomfortable?

How we need to strive to make our lives a holy sacrifice to Him.

There is mention in v 2 about our lives being either conformed to this world…

(One translator says, "Don't let the world squeeze you into its mold.")

…or our lives being transformed by the renewing of our minds.

One of the ways you and I can be transformed into the image of Christ is through His

Word.

As we read, think and meditate on God's Word it will change us.  It will become a part of

us.  We will find it conforming us, not to the world, but to Christlikeness.

Paul writes to the Corinthians, 17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the

Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of

the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of

the Lord.1

As we commune with Christ through His Word the glory of the Lord will change us into

Christlikeness.

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., 2 Co 3:17 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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I think we do the text no violence if we see another picture in it.

Paul talks about a glass or mirror.  The picture is that we can act as little mirrors reflecting

the glory of Christ to those who come in contact with.

That to me is a grabber!

You and I can be changed.  The word Paul uses in this text in Romans 12 is the word to

describe the change of a chrysalis into a butterfly.

We are not only to be changed but we are to be reflectors of Christ to all who see us.

How do we do at this?

Are we changing into Christlikeness?  Are we reflecting His love and goodness to those

around us?

Our bodies are what we have to offer to God.  The body includes our emotions, our mind,

our thoughts, our desires, our plans, as well as our deeds.

We must offer Him all that we are represented by our body.

The word offer has also been translated as give, yield or present.  If our body is at God's

disposal He will have our free time, our pleasures and all our behavior.

To be a holy and pleasing-to-God offering is to be completely set apart for God and

dedicated to His service.

The KJ text says this is our reasonable service.  This can also be translated this is your

spiritual service.  To serve God is the only reasonable way to respond to His mercy.

In v 2 Paul says we will conform to something.  Our choice is to conform to God or to the

world.

The key to being conformed to God is to be transformed (metamorphosis… worm to

butterfly… sinner to saint).

Paul says that change will begin in our minds.  We will be transformed from the inside

out.

Much of this work is done by God's Spirit in us, and the tool most frequently used is God's

Word.  The Bible claims the ability to judge "the thoughts and attitudes" of the heart.  As we

memorize and meditate upon God's Word our way of thinking will change.  Our minds will

first become informed, then conformed to the pattern of God for which we were originally

designed.

Paul says when our minds have been transformed we will be able to test and approve what

God's will is.

Paul uses three English adjectives which in the Greek are actually nouns.

"good, acceptable and perfect will of God"
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God's will is what is good, acceptable to God and perfect for each believer.

vv 3-8… Gifts of grace

One of Paul's favorite metaphors for the Christian church is a body.

The members of the body neither argue with each other nor envy each other nor dispute

about their relative importance.  Each part of the body carries out its own function, however

prominent or humble that function may be.

Paul saw the church like that.

Each member has a job to do.  And it is only when each contributes the help of his own

task that the body of the church functions as it ought.

Barclay points out that beneath this passage lie several important rules of life.

Some of these thoughts are his…

(1) First, he urges us to know ourselves.

"Every man among you should not think more highly of himself than he ought to think."

The Greek wiseman said, "man, know thyself."

You and I will not get very far in this life till we know what we can and cannot do.

An honest assessment of our capabilities, without conceit and without false modesty, is

one of the first essentials of a useful life.

(2) Paul urges us to accept ourselves and the gifts God has given us.

He urges us to use those gifts for His glory in His service.

We are not to fret and envy someone else's gift or regret that some other gift hasn't been

given to us.

We are to accept ourselves as we are and use the gift or gifts we have.

We may have to accept the fact that service for us may mean some humble or unseen

place.

Paul says that even if the contribution one makes is unseen, without praise or

prominence, he must make it knowing that it is essential to the world and the church.
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(3) Paul is saying that whatever gift a person has, it comes from God.

Sometimes a gift from God is neither acquired or attained by human effort.

Life is like that… A man may practice for a lifetime and never play the violin like Yehudi

Menuhin.  He has more than practice—he has a gift from God.

Some have gifts in art, the use of tools or music.  That something else is a gift from God.

There is a striking example of this in the book of Exodus…

1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah.
3 “I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship,
4 to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze,
5 and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he
may work in all kinds of craftsmanship.
6 “And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful I have
put skill, that they may make all that I have commanded you:2

Barclay says,

Every man has his own charisma [gift].  It may be for writing sermons,

building houses, sowing seeds, fashioning wood, manipulating figures, playing

the piano, singing songs, teaching children, playing football or golf.  It is a

something plus given him by God.

(4) Whatever gift a person has they must use it, and the motive to use it must be not their

personal prestige, but the conviction that it is at one and the same their duty and privilege to

make their contribution to the common good.

Paul now singles out 7 gifts for special mention:

(1) Prophecy

                                                          
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ex 31:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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In the NT prophecy usually refers not to foretelling the future but forthtelling the Word

of God.

The prophet is the man who can announce the Christian message with the authority of

one who knows.

To announce Christ to others a man must first know Him himself.

(2) The gift of practical service (diakonia, Gr.)

We get the English word deacon from this word.  It is interesting that Paul lists this gift so

high in the list.

It may be that a man may never have the privilege of publicly proclaiming Christ, but

there is no man who cannot every day show the love of Christ in word and deeds of service

to his fellow men.

(3) The gift of teaching

The message of the gospel needs to be proclaimed to the congregation.  The message also

needs to be explained.  Things like background, customs, geography of Bible lands are all

important areas for the teacher.  Often, because we do not have the Scriptures in the

languages they were written in, the text and original meanings must be explained.

Exhortation and invitation without the background of teaching can be empty things.

(4) Exhortation

Exhortation should have one overriding goal—encouragement.  There can be a kind of

exhortation that tears one down.  True exhortation should build one up and encourage him

or her in their spiritual walk.

(5) Sharing or giving

Paul says sharing should be carried out with simple kindliness.  The word Paul uses is

difficult to translate.  It carries the meaning of simplicity and of generosity.

It is possible to give with a curiosity that pries into the circumstances of another as it



7

gives.  It gives with a moral lecture along with the gift.

This kind of giving gives not so much to relieve the needs of the recipient as to pander to

its own vanity and self-satisfaction.  This kind of giving gives with a grim sense of duty

instead of with a radiant sense of joy.

Christian sharing is always with the simple kindliness which delights in the sheer pleasure

of giving for giving's sake.

this kind of giving was illustrated by my Uncle Stewart.  We were poor.  We didn't have

much in the way of extras.  Every year at the holiday season my Uncle Stewart would show

up at our doorstep with a huge box of delicious fruit.  He would give it joyfully and

cheerfully.  He would visit and spread cheer.  We never felt belittled or embarrassed by his

gift.  We were encouraged by his spirit of sheer joy in the act of giving.

(6) Rulers or being called to occupy a leading place.

It is difficult today for the church to get leaders.  People are often not interested in the

sacrifice involved in being in leadership.  Paul says if you are called to leadership do it with

zeal.

I remember years ago when the late Dale King was unexpectedly called to be the elder-in-

charge of our congregation.

Dale was completely shocked.  He felt very unworthy, but he said, "God has called.  I will

serve."  And he served his term with zeal.

Barclay says,

There are two ways in which an elder may deliver a communion card—through

the letterbox or at the fireside.  There are two ways in which a teacher may prepare a

lesson—with heart and mind or in the most perfunctory way.  A man may dully and

drably go through some task in the church, or he may do it with the joy and thrill of

zeal.  The church today needs leaders with zeal in their hearts.

End of quotation

Dale served this congregation with zeal in his heart.  Thank God for his memory.  Thank

God for our present leadership.
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(7) Mercy

There is a time when mercy has to be shown.  It should always be with kindness.  It is

possible to forgive in such a way that the very forgiveness is an insult.  It is possible to

forgive and demonstrate an attitude of criticism and contempt.

In our forgiving we must always remember that we are fellow sinners.

As he watched a criminal walk to the gallows George Whitefield said, "There but for the

grace of God go I."

Real forgiveness is always based on love and never on superiority.

vv 9-13… Marks of a true Christian.

In these verses Paul presents his readers 12 rules for everyday Christian living.

These rules should mark the life of every true believer.

(1) Love must be completely sincere.

…no hypocrisy, no play-acting, no acting from an ulterior motive.

It is possible to show love in order to gain something.

It is possible to show a selfish love with the aim of getting instead of giving.

Christian love should be cleansed of self; it should be the pure outgoing giving of the heart

to others.

(2) We must hate what is evil and cling to what is good.

One security against sin in our lives should be that we are shocked by the sin.

We need to see the infinite beauty of holiness and the infinite ugliness of sin.

Paul uses very strong words here.

Hate evil… Love good.

Some people unfortunately do not hate the evil but the consequences of being caught in

evil.  We need to come to the place where we hate the evil, not the consequences of being

caught.
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(3) Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love3

Paul uses words which speak of family love.

We must love one another because we are brothers and sisters, members of one family.

Our one father is God.

(4) in honour preferring one another

Peterson in The Message translates, "…practice playing second fiddle."

So much trouble in the church revolves around the fact that someone has been given our

place.  Someone has been neglected or unthanked.

Humility has always been a mark of the true Christian.

There is enough of the old man in each of us to like to get our rights.

The Christian has no rights.  He has only duties.

(5) Not slothful in business

We must never be sluggish in our zeal for serving God.

The world is always a battleground between good and evil; the time is short; life is a

preparation for eternity.

(6) fervent in spirit

We must keep our spirit at boiling point.  The one man the risen Christ could not stand

was the man who is neither hot or cold.

Today it is not in fashion to be enthusiastic for Christ.

The rallying cry often is "I couldn't care less".  The Christian is the one desperately in

earnest, aflame for Christ.

(7) serving the Lord (KJ)

There is a very small difference between the Greek word for Lord and the word for time.

                                                          
3The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 12:10 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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They are both abbreviated the same way.

So some manuscripts read "serve the Lord", and some "serve the time" or "grasp your

opportunities".

Since this section, in context, is so filled with practical advice, it is more likely that Paul is

saying, "Seize your opportunities as they come."

Life presents us with many opportunities.

The tragedy is that often we fail to take those opportunities.

I was fascinated to note William Tyndale's 1525 translation reads, "Applye youre selves to

the tyme."

There are three things which come not back—the  spent arrow, the spoken word, and the

lost opportunity.

(8) Rejoicing in hope

The Christian should always be an optimist.

Because God is God the Christian is certain that the best is yet to be.

Because he knows of the grace that is sufficient for all things and the strength that is made

perfect in weakness, the Christian knows no task is too much for him.

Barclay says, "There should never be any such thing as a hopeless Christian."

(9)  patient in tribulation

Someone said to a sufferer, "Suffering colours all life doesn't it?"

"Yes," he replied, "But I intend to choose the colour."

When the three Hebrew children were thrown into the fiery furnace Christ went with

them.  They were kept from harm.

A man can meet anything when he meets it with Christ.

(10) Persevere in prayer

When we cease to pray we cut ourselves off from the strength of almighty God.  No one

should be surprised when life collapses if he insists on living it alone.

(11) Sharing with those who need
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In a world focussed on getting the Christian is focussed on giving, because he knows that

"What we keep we lose, and what we give we have."

(12) Hospitality

Tyndale uses a magnificent word here.  He translates that the Christian should have a

harborous disposition.  A home can never be happy when it is selfish.  Christianity is the

religion of the open door, the open heart and the open door.

vv 14-21… The Christian and his fellow man

Here Paul offers a set of rules and principles that will govern our relationships with our

fellow men.

(1) Bless those who persecute you

The Christian must meet persecution with a prayer for those who persecute him.  We

have the example of Christ before us.  On the cross he prayed for forgiveness for those who

were killing Him.

Many a persecutor has become a believer, because he has seen how a Christian can

forgive.

(2) Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.4

A common sorrow will bind us together like nothing else.

It is often easier to weep with those who weep than to rejoice with those who rejoice.

It is only when self is dead that we can take as much joy in the success of others as in our

own.

(3) Be of the same mind

                                                          
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 12:15 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Peace, kindness and good will are indispensable to the harmony of the body.  When strife

enters the hope of doing any good work is gone.

(4) We are to avoid pride and snobbishness.

Paul says, Mind not high things, but condescend  to men of low estate.5

In the first century church a slave might already be a member when his master joins.  The

slave and the master were to serve and share together as brothers.

Pride is so destructive to the body of Christ.  How can any of us be proud and haughty

when we consider the great pit out of which we have been drawn?  How can we be proud

when we consider what we have been forgiven from?

(5) We are to conduct our lives in a way that looks good to all.

Paul says we must not only be good, we must look good.  The Christian's life must be

above reproach.

(6) We are to live at peace with all men.

Paul gives two qualifiers:

(a)  If it be possible

Sometimes it may be necessary to take a stand which will not be popular.

(b) Paul says "as far as you can".

Barclay says, "We would do well to remember that goodness is a great deal easier for some

than for others; that will keep us alike from criticism and from discouragement.

(7) Do not take revenge.

                                                          
5The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ro 12:16 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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Paul lists three reasons:

(a) Vengeance does not belong to us but to God.

In the last analysis we do not have the right to judge each other; only God can do that.

(b) Treating a man with kindness rather than vengeance is the best way to move him.

Vengeance will break his spirit; but kindness will break his heart.

(c) To stoop to vengeance is to be ourselves conquered by evil.

The only real way to destroy an enemy is to make him a friend.

David Gibbs is a Christian attorney who defends Christian pastors and churches when

they are in legal trouble.

Pastor Lester Roloff was a Godly pastor who presided over a large church and Christian

school.

He was accused of income tax evasion, and David was defending him.

The charges were false and baseless, but the prosecuting attorney was determined to find

him guilty and put him out of business.

He was unspeakable ugly to Pastor Roloff and David.

He swore every chance he had.  He told them he would put the pastor out of business.

The trial was in its second week.  David said to the pastor, "Let's go down to the courtroom

early tomorrow so we can go over the case without being harassed by the prosecuting

attorney."

When they got there the other attorney was already there.  David said, "Pastor, there is a

terrible stink in here.  We have to leave."

Pastor Roloff got up out of his chair and walked across the room to that attorney.  He

looked him right in the eye and said, "I forgive you, and I love you."  The lawyer was

speechless.

Several hours later they were in front of the judge.  He looked at the prosecuting attorney

and said, "Are you ready to begin?"  There was a long pause.  The judge said, "Are you ready

to proceed?"
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The attorney took a deep breath and said, 'You honor, I don't have any stomach for this

case any more."

Lester Roloff destroyed his enemy with love and forgiveness.

Mummerts 2014


