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During Huricane Katrina there were people who were urged to leave. They refused to
be rescued and later drowned in their attics as the waters covered their houses.

You and I have been warned. There is a great disaster coming to this old world.

Jesus Christ has died to rescue us from that disaster. But like the people in New
Orleans, many refuse the offer of rescue. If you are here without Christ, I urge you as

Christ's ambassador to accept His offer of salvation while there is still time.

Several years ago I spent a harrowing 30 minutes hanging onto a tree branch in the
rain-swollen Greenbriar River in West VA.

Many thoughts went through me mind as I realized there was a very real possibility

that I might be swept away and drowned.
I am happy to say that doubt about where I was going wasn't one of those thoughts.

You see, I'm not such a good guy, but many years ago I had accepted Christ as my

Savior. I knew He had paid for my sins and my salvation was secure.
You too can have that assurance if you will come to Jesus as we sing an invitation

hymn.

Much of the debris from the World Trade Centers was taken to the Freskills Landfill.
A lady who had lost her husband in the tower was contacted by officials.

They had her husband's smashed car and were going to cut open the trunk. They

asked her if she wanted to be present. She went. As they opened the trunk they found a
wrapped gift and a card addressed to her.

Her husband had taken care of the gift and card before going to work that day.
Like is uncertain - None of us knows when we will die. The most important

preparation we can make is the salvation of our eternal soul.

We will spend eternity in heaven or hell - the choice is ours.
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This summer my nephew and one of his friends went for a swim on a Sunday

afternoon.

No one knows for sure what happened, but both boys were swept under and away by
the rain-swollen stream -

Neither man knew when they jumped into the dam that they would be standing before

God.
All of us need to be sure we are ready - None of us know when we will exchange time

for eternity.

---

This past Sept. 11th we commemorated the fourth anniversary of the worst attack on

American soil.
Appo. 3,000 people were ushered into eternity that day.

Most of them didn't have time to pray or contact the preacher.

Can you imagine sitting at a desk in one of those towers and looking out the window
to see the nose of a 767 headed right at you?

In a split second, the crash, the fire, you are instantly in eternity.

Would you have been ready?

---

Last January at the Pilot truck stop a driver from Tennessee parked his truck and went

in to use the restroom and get coffee.
He knew truck stops. He was very careful, but as he walked back to his truck he was

struck by a truck and knocked down. There were dual tire marks from his left shoulder to
his right foot.

He was horribly injured - he was taken to Hershey.

For appo. Seven days they tried to save him, but he never regained consciousness.
Mac didn't know when he walked out of that truck stop that he would soon be ushered

into God's presence.
Life is uncertain. We must be certain we have made our reservations for eternity.

Jesus Christ died on an old rugged cross 2,000 years ago to provide that reservation,

but we can't go unless we have accepted that gift.
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He was late for his own funeral.

At the Petro truck stop in Carlisle a driver went to use the restroom. He sat down,

and while he was sitting, he died.

His family was contacted. They made arrangements to fly his body home for the
funeral.

The plane could not fly for two days because of mechanical problems.
They went ahead with the memorial service without him.

One of his buddies said, "Jack always said he'd be late for his own funeral" -

That sounds humorous to us, but Scripture tells us that each of us will stand before
the judgement seat of God.

There will be no excuses, delays or second chances then.
I urge you while you have the opportunity to accept Christ's offer of salvation.

Are you ready?

A trucker was driving on I-75. It was a bright sunny day. He was having a good day.

His health had always been excellent until today. He was on his last run. He was

scheduled to finish this run and retire. He never finished his run.
He suffered and aneurysm and died instantly. There was no indication that he

touched the brakes or tried to steer.
His truck was wrecked. Without even time to pray he was ushered into eternity.

Was he ready?

Only he and God knew for sure.
Life is uncertain - None of us knows when we will stand before God.

If you are here and have never accepted Jesus Christ' offer of salvation, you are not
ready.

As we sing, we invite you to stand or come forward if you need salvation and eternal

life.
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Several weeks ago I walked into the Wendys at the Pilot truck stop. I prayed, "God,

guide me to the person who needs ministry today."

Soon I was chatting with a driver and he was telling me about his 18-year-old
granddaughter who was scheduled for kidney surgery -

I prayed with him. Gave him what words of comfort I could - I left him my card and

he was definitely feeling lighter when he left.
Two days later my phone rang. It was that driver. He said, "My granddaughter had

her surgery. It's hopeless - the doctors only give her several days to live.
"She knows the Lord, she's ready to go, we are prepared as we can be, but it's so hard."

And he began to weep.

I was able to share God's comfort with him. I prayed for her, the family and the
driver as he headed home for the funeral.

That's the kind of God we serve. I didn't know when I walked into that restaurant on
Tuesday That 48 hours later a hurting driver would be desperate to reach out for

comfort, but God knew. God in His mercy arranged for our paths to cross.

That loving God is longing to give you the gift of eternal life. I you have never
accepted Christ as savior or if you are struggling with an issue you would like prayer for,

stand or come forward as we sing.
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