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Titus chapter 1………………………………………..………………..read vv 1-16

1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus have come to be known as the pastoral epistles.  Modern

criticism has tried to say that they were not written by the apostle Paul.

They base this upon differences in vocabulary and style between the three pastoral epistles

and Paul's other writings.

The case for the Pauline authorship of the pastorals among early church writers and

scholars is solid and strong.  There are alternate ways to explain the apparent differences that

modern critics point out.

There is no good reason not to believe that the great apostle Paul wrote these three letters.

They were written to advise and encourage Timothy and Titus, Paul's younger associates.

These three letters are written to specific persons.  Most of the rest of Paul's letters are

addressed to churches.  These are private rather than public letters.

In these 3 small epistles we see a rare glimpse into the mind and soul of the great apostle

which we would not have without them.

The letter was written around 64 or 65 AD, possibly from Corinth or Nicopolis.

Titus was apparently a convert of the Apostle Paul who calls him "my true son in our

common faith" (NIV v 4).  Very little is known about Titus.  Apparently he accompanied

Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem.  He is not mentioned by Luke in the book of Acts.  Paul's

epistles show he was quite involved in Paul's missionary efforts.  Titus was very capable and

a great help to Paul.  Titus was entrusted by Paul with the sensitive task of taking Paul's

severe letter to the church at Corinth.

The mission was successful, and Paul and the Corinthians were reconciled.

It appears from history and early church writings that Paul was released from his first

Roman imprisonment.  It is thought that he traveled and conducted missionary work which

is not recorded in the book of Acts.

Apparently Paul had visited the island of Crete, started a work there and left Titus in

charge.

Crete is a long, narrow, mountainous island south of Greece appo. 170 miles E-W and

appo. 35 miles wide at its widest point.

Paul is writing to encourage Titus to continue the work and to be strong in the faith.

The pastoral epistles were written close to the end of the apostles life.  It is believed that
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there was a second unrecorded Roman imprisonment after which Paul was executed.

Paul wrote the words we read in 2 Tim. 4 very close to the end of his life.  They should

challenge us to be sure we are leaving behind us a legacy of faithfulness—I'm reading from

the NAS…

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;
8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to
all who have loved His appearing.1

May those words be our testimony.  Those words become more challenging to those of us

who are much closer to the end of our lives than the beginning.

May all who come behind us find us faithful.

Allow me to wax philosophical for a bit.  The closer I get to the end of my life the more

firmly I'm convinced that God is not nearly as interested in how slick, polished or clever we

are.  He is far more interested in our faithfulness.  Do we know Him and the power of His

resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings; are we becoming conformed to His death?

Are we becoming more and more Christlike?  If these things aren't true in our lives it doesn't

matter if we know more bible facts than others, if we are more clever or better able to

answer our friends.  God is interested in our heart's devotion and our Christlikeness.  If we

don't have these things in our lives we are missing Christ's best for us.

Let's look at Titus chapter 1.  In vv 1-4 Paul writes to Titus in the normal first-century

manner.  He first names himself as the writer, then in v 4 names Titus as the recipient.

v 1… Paul… We know Paul as the apostle extraordinaire who probably had more positive

impact on the Christian church than any other living man outside of Jesus Christ.

Paul trudged probably 1,000s of weary, dusty hot or cold miles for Christ.  He planted

churches.  He suffered shipwreck, beatings and a devastating thorn in his flesh.  His imprint

on Christianity is huge.  We owe him so very much.

Paul calls himself (in KJ) a servant of God.  This is the only place where Paul calls

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Ti 4:5 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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himself a servant of God.  Other places he says he is "a servant of Christ".  This probably

shows us Paul's belief that God and Christ are the same… that Christ is divine.  This is

brought to our attention again in vv 3 & 4.  In v 3 Paul says, God our Saviour.  In v 4 he

writes, Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our

Saviour2, showing us again that God and Christ are the same.

Chapter 2 v 13 of Titus tells us clearly in the NAS text that we look for the blessed hope

and the appearing of the glory of our great God and savior, Christ Jesus.  This is clearly

referencing one person—Christ Jesus as God and savior.

This is not quite so clear in the Authorized Version where we read Looking for that

blessed hope, and the glorious  appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus

Chris3.

The KJ reference could look like we are talking about two persons—God and Jesus Christ.

The NAS brings out clearly what Paul wrote—Jesus Christ is our great God and savior.

In chapter 3 Paul again affirms God and Christ as savior.  In vv 4 & 6 showing us Paul's

teaching of Christ's divinity.

The word translated servant in KJ and bond-servant in the NAS is the Greek word for

slave or bond slave.  The Roman world of the first century was full of slaves.  Slaves had

absolutely no rights.  They were property to be used or abused by their masters as they saw

fit.  There were many benign slave-master relationships, but there were also many horrible

ones.  The slave had no personal time, was paid no wages and could be executed at the whim

of his/her master.

I think it is significant that Paul picks this word to describe his relationship to God and

Christ.  Paul had no will but God and Christ's will… no time but God and Christ's time… no

work but God and Christ's work.  His burning obsession was that he had been loved and

saved from a horrible future in a burning hell by God and Christ.  His heart throbbed with

an intense desire to tell the masses about that great God and savior.

What an inspiration that should be to us.  We have been saved; we owe God and Christ

our time, energy and talent.  Do we take every opportunity He gives us to tell them the good

news of the gospel?

Paul says he is an apostle of Jesus Christ.  The word means a "messenger" or "sent one".

                                                          
2The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Tit 1:4 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
3The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Tit 2:13 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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Paul's twofold reference to himself as slave and apostle combines humble obedience with

great confidence in the authority he has been given by Jesus Christ to act as His ambassador.

according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after

godliness4

In this passage we see Paul as servant and apostle.

We see Paul focussing his life on faith and knowledge.

Paul talks about God's elect.  These are those "chosen or called out" who have responded

to the gospel.

Paul writes to the Ephesians, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ> just
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world5

We will never understand fully the doctrine of election.  It gives us tremendous insight

into God's love and wisdom.  Even though we are called by God we must respond and choose

to follow Him.

The Life Application Bible Commentary says:

God's choice of each believer is based on:

• All of his gracious mercy, so there is no room for our pride.

• His decision in eternity past so there is no room for us to doubt.

• His sovereign control so there is no room for fatalism.

• His love for us as provided in Christ so there is no room for apathy.

We have been chosen / elected by God to serve Him.

Paul says he has been called for the practice of that truth or doctrine which will promote

Godliness or a holy life.

You and I have also received that charge.  Will we be faithful?

                                                          
4The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Tit 1:1 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Eph 1:2 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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v 2…  In  hope of eternal life… We have a hope that goes beyond time into eternity.  We

have the hope not only of the salvation of our souls.

We have the hope of the resurrection of our bodies to an eternal life.

This fact was only hinted at in the Mosaic law, but it has been fully revealed under the

gospel.  It has been sealed and guaranteed by the resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus

Christ.  Paul gives us a major treatise on this in 1 Corinthians chapter 15.

which God, that cannot lie… What a precious promise.  Brothers / sisters, our hope is

built on a God who has never, will never and can never lie.  How our hearts should thrill at

the hope of this promise.

before the world began is literally "before eternal times".  since eternity is always, before

eternity is a contradiction in terms, so the translators chose before the world began or long

ages ago or "before the ages began".

Clearly God's promise of eternal life goes beyond time, space or eternity.

Just a note—the word hope in v 2 does not mean a maybe but a certainty.

We can hope for or anticipate what we already know will be ours.  Our hope is based on

the reality that our salvation will be final and complete when Christ returns for us.

The Life Application Bible Commentary says on v 1:

Paul described a process that he wanted to carry out in his ministry.  The

process began with "faith", developed in "knowledge", and exercised itself in

godliness.  He wanted men and women to be mature in Jesus Christ.  This was

his ultimate objective by which he evaluated all he did.

How would your church evaluate its ultimate objectives?  What specific

goals does it desire to accomplish?  Do the programs, ministries and service

opportunities bring believers to spiritual maturity?  Do established members

reflect good Christian conduct and desire for Christian service?

End of quotation

A. W. Tozer writes… "The Christian is strong or weak depending on how closely he has

cultivated the knowledge of God."

The NIV translates v 3 as, "and at his appointed season he brought his word to light

through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior".
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We have already commented on God our Savior.  God's promise, Paul says, has been

revealed through preaching at the proper time.  God sent His son at the proper time to save

us.

Paul says he has been entrusted with the ministry of speaking forth God's precious Word.

Paul took his commission to preach the gospel very seriously.

Paul did not seek this commission—It was given to him by God's command.

All of us who are commissioned to preach the gospel should view it as a sacred trust.  We

should know the call to preach came from a holy God.

All of us who know Christ must remember we have been commissioned to tell the good

news.  We are ambassadors for Christ.

v 4 lists Titus as the recipient of the letter.  Paul says Titus is his own son after the

common faith.  The NAS has my true child in a common faith.  This phrase seems to

indicate that Titus was a spiritual son and convert of the apostle.  Titus was a Greek and one

of Paul's most trusted and dependable coworkers.

Paul uses a common greeting, Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour6.

The order is significant as it is only through God's grace and mercy that you and I can

have peace.

In vv 5-9 Paul lists qualifications for church leaders.

Paul says in v 5 that he left Titus in Crete to set the new church in order and appoint

leadership for them.

vv 6-9 list specific qualities of leaders.  Paul appears to use the word elders, bishop and

overseer interchangeably to describe leaders of churches.

Many of these qualifications involve character, not knowledge or skill.  A person's lifestyle

gives a window into his character.

The Christian leader must not only be able to preach.  They must live out God's Word and

be examples for others to follow.

blameless indicates a life lived so that no one will have grounds for any kind of

accusation against him.

If he is blamed, his life will prove the blame to be false.

the husband of one wife has caused all kind of opinions.  Probably the most satisfactory

interpretation is that he should be a one-woman man.  Paul was prohibiting promiscuity and

                                                          
6The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Tit 1:4 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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promoting faithfulness in marriage.  Paul was probably not prohibiting an unmarried man

from becoming an elder or a widowed elder from remarrying.

Paul says they must show evidence of leading their own households well.  Their children

should be believers and not wild or disobedient.  v 7 repeats blameless.  Church leaders who

act unworthily and bring blame on themselves damage God's work.

not self-willed, not quick-tempered…  Arrogance / pride is a pitfall of the leader.  Pride

and conceit are favorite tools of the devil used to trap others.

The leader must guard against pride / arrogance.  The quick-tempered person will often

speak and act in a way that hurts God's work and those he shepherds.

James says, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the

wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God7

Good advice for the elder and for all of us.

"not addicted to alcohol or greedy for money"… The Authorized Version says no striker.

The NAS has not pugnacious.  Webster defines pugnacious as "to fight", "having a

belligerent nature".

Barclay translates, "He must not be a man ready to come to blows".

Apparently there were over-zealous bishops who chastised erring members with physical

violence.  The "apostolic canons" ordered a bishop who strikes an erring believer should be

deposed.  Clearly the overseer must govern with love and compassion.  His discipline must

always be done gently and with a redemptive motive.

v 5 says the overseer should be hospitable.  This was very important in the early church

when traveling evangelists and believers needed food and lodging.

He should be a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate.

sober speaks of prudence.  It has been defined as entire command over the passions and

desires.

just – The elder must give to men respect and to God reverence.

holy… This speaks of the man who observes the fundamental decencies of life.  Holiness

and Christlikeness are worthy goals for all of us.

temperate - self-controlled…  The Greek word describes the man who has achieved

complete self-mastery.  Any man who would serve others must first be master of himself.

The Life Application Bible Commentary says, "Self-control and discipline go hand-in-

hand, describing a person who like an athlete is constantly in training in his or her Christian

                                                          
7The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Jas 1:19 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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life and service."

v 9… The overseer must be able to hold firmly to the truth of the faithful word he has

been taught.  His life must meet the moral and spiritual requirements laid out in that faithful

word.

The message the elder must teach is the faithful word he has been taught.  He must hold

firmly to it without changing or watering it down.

The false teachers were compromising the doctrine.  The elder must not do this.

He is to exhort and convince those who oppose the Word.  The elder exercises both a

positive and a negative function.  He must encourage the faithful and confront and refute

those who teach error.  Confident leaders with an irrefutable message will stand in strong

contrast to the false teachers Paul will describe in the remaining verses of the chapter.

In vv 10-16 Paul warns against false teachers.

In vv 10 & 11 Paul gives us a snapshot of the false teachers who were troubling Crete.

The Jewish teachers were the worst.

They taught two heresies:

#1 – The simple story of Christ and the cross was not sufficient.

To be really wise they needed all the subtle stories and the long genealogies and the

elaborate allegories of the rabbis.

#2 – Grace was not enough—They needed to add:

All the rules / regulations about foods and washings which were so prominent in Judaism.

They tried to persuade men that more than grace and Christ was needed for salvation.  They

were intellectuals for whom the truth of God was too simple and too good to be true.

Paul identifies three characteristics of this brand of false teacher:

1st, they were rebellious, resisting the authority of Paul and Titus.
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They were like disloyal soldiers who refused to obey the word of command.

2nd, they were idle talkers; they said a lot of words but said nothing worthwhile.

3rd, they had deceived themselves; they had become deceivers of others.

Paul said these false teachers must be silenced, lit. to muzzle.

The reason was they were ruining people's faith.  Whole households were affected causing

confusion in the body.

They needed to be stopped.  They did this not to glorify the Lord or build up the church,

but to make money.  KJ, filthy lucre’s sake… NIV, "dishonest gain".

Remember in v 7 the elder is not to be fond of filthy lucre.

In vv 12 & 13 Paul gives a description of the Cretans.  Paul is quoting the poet and

philosopher Epimenides who lived in Crete 600 years earlier.

The Cretans were liars, violent and lazy.

Rather than making an honest living they preferred to prosper from their false teaching.

The reputation of the Cretans was so bad that the Greeks used the verb form to "cretanize" to

indicate lying.

v 13 tells us that he agreed with the poet about the bad character of the Cretans.  He knew

from firsthand experience the type of people Titus was dealing with.

Therefore he urged Titus to rebuke them soundly or sharply that they may be sound in

the faith.

NT discipline has two goals:

1. To remove dangerous elements

2. To bring the erring people to repentance.

The redemptive purpose is given far more stress in the NT.

Titus was to sharply rebuke the false teachers in order to awake them to sound doctrine

and true faith.  Sin must be confronted.  If sin is allowed to continue in the church it will

affect others.  It must be dealt with or it will grow and infect the whole body.  Even here

though the goal is to redeem the erring member.

v 14 lists the Jewish teachings that were turning people away from the truth.
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vv 15-16 are summary verses telling us the pure are the opposite of the "corrupt" he has

been talking about.  Those who are practicing sound doctrine and living their faith don't

need to worry about rules and regulations or what is clean or unclean.

Paul says to the Romans in NRSV, For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit8.

These special food regulations made the people who practiced them feel spiritual.  They

were empty of real spiritual help.

Grace does not make obedience obsolete.

Paul strongly denounces the false teachers who followed dietary rules by saying in the

NRSV, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure. Their very minds and

consciences are corrupted9

This follows Jesus' teaching, "If they are corrupted inwardly nothing can be pure.  If we

are pure on the inside we cannot be corrupted by outside influences."

In v 16, They profess to know God, but they deny him by their actions.10

Paul makes a similar charge in 2 Timothy 3:5, NIV, "…having a form of godliness but

denying its power. Have nothing to do with them."

being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate11 (KJ)

The NRSV translates, They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.12

The Life Application Bible Commentary says,

Paul employs strong words because the sin of these false teachers deserved

strong condemnation.  Paul called them detestable, revealing his disgust at

their sin and hypocrisy; disobedient, because they acted against the God they

claimed to know; unfit for any good work, because people who live in

                                                          
8The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Ro 14:17 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1989).
9The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Tit 1:15 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1989).
10The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Tit 1:16 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1989).
11The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Tit 1:16 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
12The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Tit 1:16 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1989).
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rebellion against God cannot do any works that please him.

"End of quotation"

Lessons:

• Be careful of modern criticism of the Bible.

God says the original autographs were "God-breathed and wholly without error".

Modern critical scholarship often does not have a high regard for the scriptures.

It often places men's ideas and theories above God the Holy Spirit's revelation

through the pages of His revealed Word.

Scholarship, translation and cultural background can be tremendously helpful but

must never be allowed to overrule the simple "Thus saith the Lord".

• Paul was focused on taking the gospel to the farthest regions.

He personally taught, witnessed to and mentored Titus and Timothy.  His life should

inspire us to be good ambassadors for our Lord.

• May our legacy be with Paul:

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;
8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to
all who have loved His appearing.13

• God is more interested in our faithfulness, obedience and heart relationship to Him

than in what church we belong to or how we look.

• Are we growing more and more Christlike?

• Are we "servants" / "slaves" of God?

• We must never forget that Jesus Christ is God.
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• Paul was an "apostle" or "sent one" on a mission for God.

Are we?

• Are you glad and thankful that God chose you for salvation?

• Christ's resurrection guarantees our future life.

The return of Christ is also our hope.

• Those called to preach God's Word should see that call as a precious charge from God.

• We are all called to be ambassadors for Christ.

• We can only have peace by being rightly related to God through Christ's grace and

mercy.

• Some specific qualifications for elders or overseers:

We all should strive for these…

Blameless

A one-women man (faithful in marriage)

Good managers at home

Children who are obedient

Not self-willed

Not quick-tempered

Not arrogant or proud

Not addicted to alcohol or money

Not belligerent

Hospitable

Prudent

Holy

Self-controlled

A teacher

A defender of sound doctrine

                                                                                                                                                                                          
13New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Ti 4:5 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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• Salvation is through faith by grace alone.

We can never earn salvation by our good works.

• It is an especially grievous sin to lead others astray by teaching or living false doctrine.

• Christian discipline should be to remove the false and to restore the sinner.

• Internal purity will guard against outside impurity.

Internal impurity will infect all those we come in contact with.

• If we are disobedient and in rebellion against God we cannot do any works that please

Him.

May God help us to live by these lessons.  May we be faithful, obedient and pliable in His

hands.  May we be obedient to the Holy Spirit when He asks us to make corrections in our

lives.

Mummerts 2015


