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Titus chapter 3……...………………………………………………….read vv 1-15

At first glance chapter three seems to have introduced a new subject (the government) to

us.  Paul was really showing the widest area where the gospel can have an impact.  Much of

Titus chapter 2 deals with relationships and responsibilities of believers.  Paul begins chapter

three with a discussion of Christian behavior in the context of government and society.

He reminds us that we once were lost… that Christ came to provide salvation, grace and

the Holy Spirit and mercy.

Our lives should reflect the fact that we are citizens of heaven.  Because we are we can

live with hope and serve people in the earthly kingdom.  Paul has told the Christian leader

(in chapter 2 v 15) to speak and exhort and reprove with all authority1.  In addition Paul

reminds the overseer to remind his congregation of their responsibility to government.

As the Christian waits for Christ's return he lives under the authority of his government.

The Christian should be subject to government rulers and authorities and obey civil laws.

Paul may have been aware of a rebellious group in the Cretan church.  He did not want

trouble with the authorities that would bring the church under suspicion.

He tells us in Romans 13:1-7,

1Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they
who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.
3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to
have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;
4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who
brings wrath on the one who practices evil.
5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also
for conscience’ sake.
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting
themselves to this very thing.
7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom;
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.2

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Tit 2:15 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 13:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Peter reminds us of our responsibility to government in 1 Peter 2:13-17:

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether
to a king as the one in authority,
14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the
praise of those who do right.
15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the
ignorance of foolish men.
16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but
use it as bondslaves of God.
17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.3

The Christian always understood the requirement to obey the state as long as that

obedience does not conflict with the law of God.

Peter and John give us an example of this in Acts 4.  After being arrested and forbidden to

preach or teach in the name of Jesus they answered:

19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the
sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;
20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”4

There are various views of the Christian's relationship to government.  Some teach that

government is so corrupt that the Christian should have nothing to do with it in any way.

This view can prevent the Christian from being salt and light in the governmental system.

Brethren have historically held various views on government service, voting and political

activities.  It is not my purpose to dissuade you from the view you may hold.

I believe that "rendering to Caesar what is Caesar's" and being salt and light in the world

call the Christian to participate in the process of government if he / she can do so without

violating God's laws.

We can and should pray for our leaders and for our elections.

I believe part of a good Christians citizen's responsibility is to research and participate in

the voting for candidates who will uphold Christian values.

                                                          
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Pe 2:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Someone has said, "All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing."

It may already be too late for America, but if the religious element in this country would

vote it would be a powerful force for good.  When Christians fail to vote they are really

casting their vote for evil.

Perhaps we are at the state we are in as a nation because good men did nothing.  I

remember reading about a German congregation which was located by the railroad tracks.

When the cattle cars filled with suffering Jews went by the congregation sang louder in

order to drown out the piteous cries of the suffering prisoners.

A German theologian wrote, "When they came for the Jews we said nothing.  When they

came for the gypsies we were silent.  When they came for us there was no one to speak for

us."

As mentioned earlier we can have different views on this issue, but we must wrestle with

what is the Christian's duty in having an influence on his / her world / government.

If God the Holy Spirit asks us to get involved by voting for godly officials we shirk our

responsibility to God and government if we refuse.  We can all agree that God requires

subjection and obedience to government.  This of course is only if government does not ask

us to violate God's laws.

The area of civil disobedience can be a minefield for the Christian.  None of us should

obey our government's laws if God's laws are violated.

We violate God's laws if we engage in civil disobedience just because we don't like a law

that doesn't violate God's law.

We are not free to disobey because we dislike a law or prefer some other way.  Paul

mentions readiness for good works.  There should be a willingness to serve.

Ephesians 2:10… For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good

works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.5

The Christian who obeys his government gives a good witness for his faith among the

authorities.

Christians active in community service or government have many opportunities to

witness for Christ.

                                                                                                                                                                                          
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ac 4:18 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Eph 2:10 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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We at the truck stop ministry were contacted by our state representative Steven Bloom.

He wanted to find out what we were doing to help the trucking community.  He is a

committed Christian who is actively witnessing for Christ in the public forum.

He understands that our true citizenship is in heaven.  Peter says we are strangers and

pilgrims here below.  Rep. Bloom knows this, and he is making an impact for Christ through

his government service.

The Life Application Bible Commentary has this to say, quote,

As Christians, our first allegiance is to Jesus as Lord, but we must obey our

government and its leaders as well.  Christians are not above the law.  Obeying

the civil law is only the beginning of our Christian responsibility; we must do

what we can to be good citizens.  In a democracy, this means being willing to

serve.  We should promote the welfare of the community, not just stand apart

or stand in judgment.  The church should be a testimony for its constructive

spirit.

Are there times when we should not submit to the government?  We should

never allow government to force us to disobey God.  Jesus and his apostles

never disobeyed the government for personal reasons; when they disobeyed, it

was in order to follow their higher loyalty to God.  Their disobedience was not

cheap:  They were threatened, beaten, thrown into jail, tortured, and executed

for their convictions.  Like them, if we are compelled to disobey, we must be

ready to accept the consequences.

End of quotation

v 2 in the Authorized Version… To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle,

shewing all meekness unto all men.6

These are characteristics that will reveal changed lives and make the gospel attractive to

unbelievers.  We should all check our lives against them.  First, Paul mentions To speak evil

of no man.

The NIV has "to slander no one".  Paul is forbidding Christians to spread evil rumors or

                                                          
6The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Tit 3:2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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gossip about anyone to anyone.  this is one of the easiest sins for us to fall into.  It is so easy

to make or pass on juicy gossip about others.  This is especially true if it will make us look

good or others look bad.  It is deadly.  You and I need to be on constant guard against it.  My

mother had a favorite saying which packs a powerful truth.  She would say, "The tongue is in

a wet place, and it's liable to slip".  Good advice.  Let's zip it up when we are tempted to

gossip.  Next Paul lists to be no brawlers.  The NIV translates "to be peaceable".  The NAS,

"to be uncontentious".  The original carries the meaning "not a fighter".

Christians should be known for their peacemaking.  There may be disagreements.  But the

believer should actively avoid, not the disagreement, but quarreling about it.  When

disagreements degenerate into quarreling there is little hope of preserving peace or finding

an agreement.

Next Paul lists gentle.  NIV translates "considerate".  In the church we show gentleness by

avoiding quarrels… By not being agitators but conciliators… by trying to see the other

person's point of view.  We can show gentleness to unbelievers by offering help without

strings attached.  Helping unbelievers often opens the door for the gospel, but our help

should be offered even if the door is closed.

Paul ends his list of "bridge builders" by asking believers to show true humility.

Paul summarizes this attitude in Philippians 2 vv 5-8..

 5  Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus,
 6  Who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.

 7  Rather, he emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
coming in human likeness;
and found human in appearance,

 8  he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death,

even death on a cross. 7

Humility is a very elusive character trait.  If we think we have it we've lost it.  It is a fruit

of the Spirit.  We should all cultivate it in our lives.  Today's culture is all about number one.

We need to humbly consider others.  Paul speaks of this in Romans 12:3.  In the NIV, "For by
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the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of

faith God has given you."

Paul tells us in v 3 that it wasn't only the Cretans who were sinful.  Paul lists seven

characteristics he says are common to all unsaved persons, and Paul says we all were:

• foolish – is used here as it is in Proverbs for those who arrogantly rebel against God

and go their own way.

Proverbs describes the fool as:

• Proud and arrogant

• Scorning wisdom

• Trusting only in themselves

• Persisting in their foolishness

Instead of being submissive, obedient and ready to do good (as in v 1) we were:

• Disobedient toward God because of our sin.

• Led astray, deceived by false teachers, unable to do anything good or pleasing to God.

Without God all unbelievers are enslaved to their passions and desires.

It is a dreadful picture of humanity without Christ.  without Christ humanity can only go

from bad to worse.  We lived in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.  There is

no hope for sinful humanity apart from the intervention of a holy God.

In vv 4-7 Paul tells us how God intervened.  In the Greek text these 4 verses are one long

sentence.

God's kindness and love appeared in the human form of Jesus.

The word love here is the word to describe "love for man".  It describes the affection God

                                                                                                                                                                                          
7The New American Bible  : With Revised New Testament, electronic ed., Php 2:5
(Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 1986; Published in electronic form by Logos
Reseaarch Systems, 1996).
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had for us.  God's love and kindness provide the only way for us to be saved.

By his death Christ saved us from our richly-deserved punishment for our disobedience.

He took our punishment.  When we accept his gift of salvation we can experience the

kindness and love of God which comes through the death of Christ.  God our creator sent

Christ to save us.

v 5… not because we were good… not because we did good works, but he did it according

to His mercy.  Paul of all persons knew this was true.  He was the chief of sinners.  He was a

persecutor of Christians.  God saved him by His mercy.

Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8-9,

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God;
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.8

God saved us by His mercy and grace.

C. H. Spurgen writes, "Works of righteousness are the fruit of salvation, and the root must

come before the fruit.  The Lord saves his people out of clear, unmixed, undiluted mercy and

grace, and for no other reason."  End of quotation

Paul uses two words at the end of v 5.  First is the washing of regeneration.  This speaks

of baptism.  Baptism is not to be understood as the actual means by which men are saved.

Here it is regarded as symbolic of the experience of death to sin and resurrection in newness

of life.

The apostle uses this meaning in Romans 6:4… Therefore we have been buried with

Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.9

To be saved is to be made alive, risen from the death of trespasses and sins.

We must be careful to give baptism its rightful place.  It is commanded.  We should

observe it.  It is symbolic of the death to sin and spiritual resurrection to newness of life.

Scripture is clear that baptism is an outward symbol of the salvation that has already been

accomplished inside by grace through faith.  Paul is clear in Ephesians 2 that we are saved by

                                                          
8New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Eph 2:7 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
9New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 6:4 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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grace through faith.  Baptism is an outward sign of an inward salvation.  The second word

Paul uses is the renewing of the Holy Spirit.

The Beacon Bible Commentary says,

The Holy Spirit in the language of the church's ancient creeds is "the Lord

and giver of life".  This involves all of life in all of its manifestations, but in a

particular sense is the forgiven and renewed sinner made alive by the Holy

Spirit.  This life is the Spirit's unique work—in its inception, its growth and

increase and its fullness.

End of quotation.

v 6.. Which he shed on us abundantly  through Jesus Christ our Saviour10.

vv 5 and 6 mention all three persons of the Trinity, because all three participate in the

work of salvation.  Based upon the redemptive work of His son, the father forgives and sends

the Holy Spirit to wash away our sins and continually renew us.

God is not stingy.  He gives in abundance.  Jesus Christ, as mediator, came to earth and

then returned to the father so the Holy Ghost could come.

We receive the Holy Spirit at the moment we accept Christ as savior.

Paul now brings his survey of the miracle of spiritual transformation to its logical

conclusion.

v 7… That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the

hope of eternal life.11

Paul is a great believer in justification.  By throwing ourselves in surrender and faith upon

Christ we receive forgiveness of sins; we are received into God's grace and favor.

But there is more than salvation here.  There is the promise of the hope of eternal life.

The passage vv 4-7 is the whole scheme of divine mercy and the plan of salvation.  It is

richly-outlined here for us like only a few places in the NT.

                                                          
10The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Tit 3:6 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
11The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Tit 3:7 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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In these verses we see the original fallen condition of all mankind, the kindness and love

of God, Christ's work as savior by God's mercy, the washing of the new birth, the renewing

by God the Holy Spirit, our status as sons and daughters of Him and our eternal hope.

Now in vv 8-11 Paul returns to exhortation. This is a faithful saying is a favorite clause

from the pen of Paul.

Apparently he is looking back to vv 3-7 and telling Titus he should view it as truth and

the message he should preach faithfully.

He is suggesting that a faithful commitment to the teachings of the message of v 3-7 will

result in the careful maintenance of good works.

We must carefully distinguish between the works of righteousness in v 5 which are

useless as a means to commend ourselves to God's favor.

Paul is clear here and elsewhere that no good works on our part will make us worthy of

God's favor.

He is talking here of the good works which are the inevitable outflow of the life

transformed by grace.  These are the works that James regarded as the sure mark of the

Christian life in James 2:18.

Paul clears the air on this point by tersely saying at the end of v 8, These things are good

and profitable unto men.

vv 9-11 show how clearly the apostle was concerned about the heresies he has mentioned

earlier.  He wanted Titus to be fully aware of them and well-armed against them.

vv 10 and 11 suggest appropriate disciplinary action to be taken against those who reject

his admonition.

The word heretick in the first century meant a noisy and opinionated person who would

not give up until he has brought everyone around to his point of view.

The RSV has a man who is factious.  Phillips translates, "If a man is still argumentative

after the second warning you should reject him."  Barclay says, "A heretic is simply a man

who has decided that he is right and everybody else is wrong."

It was not till the second century that the word heretic came to mean one who holds false

doctrine.

True faith does not divide men; it unites them.

Paul's warning is against the man who has made his own ideas the test and standard of all

truth.

One should always be very careful of an opinion which separates him from the fellowship

of his fellow believers.
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Paul's judgment is against the man who refuses to hear and heed the warnings of God's

ministers against his divisive attitude and persists in attempting to make his own notions the

norm of Christian truth.  He has fallen into the sin of pride of his opinion and stands self-

condemned.

vv 12-15 end the epistle in typical Pauline fashion with some personal items.

v 12… When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto

me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.12

Paul was going to decide if he would send Artemas or Tychicus to replace Titus so he

could join Paul at Nicopolis.

We know nothing more of Artemas.

Tychicus is fairly well-known.  In Acts 20:4 he traveled with Paul.  He took Paul's letter

to Ephesus.  He took the letter to Colossae.  When Paul was in his final imprisonment

Tychicus was sent on a mission to Timothy in Ephesus (2 Tim. 4:12).

Nicopolis is the name of a number of cities in the ancient world.  Paul apparently was

speaking of a city on the Greek mainland.  Zenas is another of Paul's friends whom we meet

nowhere else in Paul's writings.

He is probably called a lawyer to distinguish him from another Zenas.

A lawyer in Paul's day would have been an expert in the Hebrew or Roman law.  His

Greek name would seem to indicate Roman law.

Apollos was a famous Christian preacher.

A native of Alexandria in North Africa, he became a Christian in Ephesus and was

mentioned by Aquila and Priscilla.

It appears that Zenas and Apollos were on a preaching mission in Crete.

Titus as leader was encouraged to provide them hospitality and financial assistance in

order that these missionaries would be helped on their way and had everything they needed.

v 14 in the NIV reads, "Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in

order that they may provide for daily necessities and not live unproductive lives."

Paul stresses the importance of doing what is good.  Speaking to the Cretans as "our

people", Paul urges them to focus these good works on providing for daily necessities for

themselves, their families and those in need.

The epistle ends with All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the

                                                          
12The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Tit 3:12 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.13

He does not name all who are with him, but includes them in his greeting to Titus.  Paul

had some dear personal friends in Crete.  The final benediction includes the whole church of

Christ in Crete.

The letters of Paul to Titus and Timothy are his last writings and mark the end of his life

and ministry.  They provide a strong model for leaders in the church today as they develop

young leaders to carry on the work.

May we all be faithful to the great apostle's example as we continue to practice the faith

he gave his life for.

Mummerts 2015

                                                          
13The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Tit 3:15 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).


