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Vines and Vineyards......................Isaiah 5:1-7, Matt. 21:33-41, John 15:1-

10

The vine has always been very important in the agriculture of Bible lands.

Grapes and raisins were a staple part of the diet of the Palestinian peasant.

Wines were exported all over the Roman world. Isaiah 5:1-7 and Matt. 21:33-41 list
eight facts about vineyards in ancient Bible lands.

We would like to look at those eight facts and see how vines and vineyards were

managed in Bible times and then close with a few miscellaneous facts about vines and
vineyards.

The first fact we see in verse 1 of 1 Sam. chapter 5 is that vineyards were...

1. Often located on a hillside

A gently sloping hill or the ground at the foot of a hill.
Grapevines like sandy/loose soil.

Need plenty of sunshine/air by day.

Dew by night. In Palestine it seldom rains during the summer, so the moisture from
the heavy dews is very important.

Roots penetrate deeply into soil or between rock crevices to get nourishment.
Isa. 5:1... v ery fruitful1 ...NAS - a fertile hill2

Many of the vineyards in Palestine are in the southern hills around Hebron south of

Jerusalem and in the north in the foothills of the Lebanon mountains. A variety of grapes
grown close to Hebron develops fruit so heavy that one bunch may weigh as much as 25

lbs.
Two natives will carry a bunch on a pole...Reminds us of the Hebrew spies in Num.

13:23 who cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes and carried it between them

upon a staff.
The hillsides are usually terraced in sections from 3' to 15' wide. Stone walls are

usually used to build the terraces.

* (2) Terrace

1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The second fact we see is in verse 2; Vineyards...

2. Often have a hedge/fence around

In the land of Palestine a ditch was often dug around the vineyard. The dirt was
thrown along the inner side. a fence of branches, twigs with thorn on top is built on top

of the dirt. This gives a ditch on the outside and a fence inside the ditch.
The fence may also be of stone or sun-dried bricks.

* (1) (Wall)

Purpose of fence is to protect from foxes, jackals or other animals or thieves. Jesus in
the parable in Matt. 21:33 says the owner "...hedged it round about..."3 .

Psm. 80:12-13 tells us what happens when the fence/hedge is broken down.

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do
pluck her? 13The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth

dev our it.4

Solomon speaks of the "...little foxes, that spoil the vines"5.

The fences helped keep the enemies out.
Reminds us that we should set fences around our lives. These fences should be built

on biblical principles. They should help to prevent our enemies attacks and they should
set bounds for our own behavior.

A third fact about vineyards is in verse 2 of Isaiah 5 where the writer says in the NAS,
"He dug it all around..."6

3. The soil is prepared by hoeing/spading.

The ground for hillside vineyards is usually too hilly and stony to be plowed. So the
farmer engages in the hard work of hoeing or spading it by hand.

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3
Isa. 5:2 says " He digged it..."7 (RSV)
Unless the vineyard is very small the owner will need help to hoe and spade it.

He will go to the marketplace to secure his workers.
This is the picture behind Christ's parable of the laborers in the vineyard (Matt. 20:1-

3).

This hard work reminds us of the spiritual disciplines needed to prepare the soil of our

Christian lives. Only as we do the hard work of
Bible reading/study/prayer/meditation will we have fruitful lives of service for him.

* (Men hoeing/pruning)

A fourth fact is in verse 2 of Isaiah 5:

4. The gathering of large stones

The large stones are removed, many times they are used to construct a fence around

the vineyard.

Isa. 5:2 says "And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof..."8

The small stones are not removed. They are very important for the retaining of

moisture in the soil of the vineyard. The work of removing the large stones is very labor-
intensive.

It is also very important, as they will interfere with the growth of the vines if they are

left.
This reminds us of two facts.

First we need to work hard to get the big stones like rebellion, disobedience, pride,
envy, wrong desires and others out of our lives.

Second, we need to be thankful for the little stones that keep us humble and

dependent on God.

Verse 2 gives us the fifth fact, which is...

5. The planting of the vines

7 The Revised Standard Version, (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc.) 1973, 1977.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Small rooted slips are planted.
Isa. 5:2 says the vineyard was planted with the choicest vine.

The slips are planted about 12' apart to give plenty of room for the branches to run.
The vine is trimmed back and not allowed to bear fruit until the third year. The

grapes blossom in April or May. They have a delicate sweetness that Solomon's song talks

about in 2:13..."...the vines with the tender grape give a good smell."9

* (Vines)

This reminds me that you and I are responsible for planting gospel seed wherever we

go. Psm. 126:16 could be translated, "He who goes to and fro weeping carrying a leaky
seed basket shall doubtless come again with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him."

We must never forget that we are responsible for scattering the precious seed of the

gospel everywhere we go.

Again in verse 2 we see our sixth fact:

6. The building of the watchtower

Palestinian vineyards have for centuries had a watchman.
It was his duty to be on the lookout for intruders of any kind.

As mentioned before, these could include foxes, jackals or other animals or thieves.

Locust and the drying east wind or the misty moist southwest wind are natural enemies
the watchmen could not control.

Sometimes a simple booth...

* (Booth)

...would be constructed on high ground by driving four stakes into the ground and

covering them with branches and leaves.
This booth protects the watchman from the sun's rays.

The booth is the watchman's home for the summer months.

In the winter the booth is deserted. Isaiah says "...the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a

vineyard..."1 0

9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Often a more durable tower is built of stone or mud brick.

(3) (*) (Towers)

This is used as a temporary summer home for the owners.

It is also used for storage and a booth is built on top for the watchman.
The towers could range in height from 10' to 40' high.

The stoutest and boldest men were selected to be watchmen.
They were armed with a club and were very faithful, often risking their lives to protect

the vineyard.

During the night hours they roamed about the vineyard. They also needed to stay
awake through the whole night, making even the most loyal weary for the light of

morning.

Psm. 130:6 refers to this: His soul looketh out for the Lord more than watchmen for

the morning.

The watchman/Towers/Booths were on the high ground.

If the vineyard was large enough to require multiple watchmen they were arranged so
that the eye of one could see up to the place where the eye of the next one sees.

When a watchman spies a beast or thief he lifts up a long-toned cry at the top of his
voice.

Immediately the watchmen on either side respond with the same cry.

The attention of all is aroused and the one whose part of the vineyard is threatened
moves to meet the threat.

Isa. 52:8 describes this:

Thy watchmen shall lift up the v oice; with thev oice together shall they sing: for they

shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.1 1

Again in verse 2 we see the seventh fact:

7. The construction of the winepress

1 0The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
1 1 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The winepress is a shallow depression, much like a shallow bathtub, dug into the rock.

The dimensions were from 2-3' wide and 4-6' long...8-10" deep.
The grapes are gathered in baskets.

Jer. 6:9 describes this..."...turn back thine hand as a grapegatherer into the baskets."1 2

The gathering and pressing of the grapes was done with singing and great gladness.
Whole families gathered to join in the harvest time.

The grapes were dumped into the shallow winepress, and the barefooted family
members would stump them to extract the juice -

They would hold on to straps suspended from an overhead pole and would keep time

by singing and clapping.

When the grapes were thoroughly smashed the skins would be gathered into a piece of
cloth and stone weights were placed on it to extract as much juice as possible.

The juice would run through a small hole in the end of the press into a lower
depression carved below and to the side of the press.

This was much smaller but deeper.

Typically it would be about three feet across and three feet deep.
If the hillside allowed the room the juice would be drawn off through a small hole near

the bottom.
If there was insufficient slope to allow for this the juice was dipped out with vessels.

The grape must be crushed before its precious juice is extracted. Many times God our
Father allows us to go through times of testing and heartache in order to bring us greater

blessing and draw us closer to Him. Many times we miss blessings and spiritual growth
because we resent and resist these times of testing. We should use these times of testing

to draw closer to Him.

Jesus gives us the eighth fact in Matt. 21 verse 33:

* (2) (Winepress)

8. The renting of the vineyard

1 2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Often the vineyards were owned by rich landowners who rented the vineyards to

keepers/husbandmen who would work the vineyard for the owner.

The usual arrangement was to give the owner 50% of the harvest.
This is what Jesus refers to in Matt. 21:33-41 where He describes the abuse of the

servants by the husbandmen.

He is illustrating the rejection of the Hebrew prophets and His Son Jesus by the Jewish
nation in the parable.

We need to be sure we do not turn God the Holy Spirit away when He brings some sin

to our attention. We need to be swift to obey.

We also need to remember that God doesn't own 50% of our wealth. Everything He

entrusts us with is His. We need to learn to hold it with a loose hand.

A few miscellaneous thoughts in closing...

The vineyards produced many products.

1. the fresh grapes

During Sept./Oct. fresh grapes and bread were one of the principle foods in Bible
lands.

* (Grapes)

2. Dried grapes (raisins)

A level corner of the vineyard was prepared and cleaned. The bunches of grapes were

spread in the sun to dry.
They were turned frequently and sprinkled with olive oil to keep them moist.

After they were dried they were stored for winter use. They were a staple in the diet.
Abigail gave David 100 bunches in 1 Sam. 25:18.

David received raisins at Hebron in 1 Chron. 12:40.

He also received raisins when he as fleeing from Absalom (2 Sam. 16:1).

3. Grape syrup or "dibs" (honey)
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The juice of the grapes was boiled till it was the consistency of honey. It was eaten

with bread or diluted with water as a drink.
This was probably the honey that Jacob sent to Joseph in Egypt (Gen. 43:11). 300 lbs.

of grapes made 100 lbs. of honey.

4. Fresh grape juice

Some of the juice was consumed directly from the winepress much like we drink juice.

Since the juice could not be preserved by refrigeration wine was made. The wine was

exported throughout the Roman world. It was an important...

* (Amphora wine skin)

...commodity in business and commerce. David paid Hiram, among other things,

20,000 bottles of wine for timber and the help of his experts.
The Law specified that the traveler could help himself to the grapes in his neighbor's

vineyard as long as he didn't carry any away with him.

The vine was very important in the religious life of Israel. A carving of a bunch of

grapes often adorned the front exterior of the synagogue. Herod's temple in Jerusalem
was adorned with a large grapevine. The Scripture speaks of Israel as God's vine.

* (Capernaum)

Jesus used the parable of the wicked husbandmen to illustrate the sin of the leaders of
Israel.

Gen. 27:28 and Judges 9:13 says wine was one of the good things God gave to men and
Exodus 29:40 says it should be offered back to Him in thanksgiving.

Wine was often poured out as a drink offering to God.

Drinking of wine was forbidden for the Nazarite (Numbers 6:3)...Also forbidden to the

priests (Lev. 10:5-9). John the Baptist took no wine (Luke 1:15).

There are many varieties of grape.
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...vary by color, shape and flavor.
Today Bride's Fingers - long, tapering; very smooth and translucent.

Maiden's Cheeks - a blush of color on each side.
Mule's Head - large clumsy-looking purple grape.

Hen & Chickens - cluster with large green grapes surrounded by many small seedless

ones about the size of currants.

John 15 is very important.
There Jesus teaches us that we must abide1 3 or stay close to Him in order to be

fruitful.

He also talks about pruning and reminds us that we must remove sinful
habits/behaviors from our lives if we want to be fruitful. He gives us the sobering

warning that He will remove us from the vine if we bear no fruit.

Rev. 14:15-20

15And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud v oice to him that
sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap;

for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 16Andhe that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle
on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 17And another angel came out of the temple

which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 18And another angel came out from
the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the
sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of

the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 19And the angel thrust in his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the
wrath of God. 20And thewinepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out

of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six
hundred furlongs.1 4

Everyone who has not received salvation through Jesus Christ will take part in this

dreadful treading out of the grapes of God's wrath. If you are here without having
received Christ's offer of eternal salvation we invite you to do that while we sing just one

verse of # 375, Just as I Am.

1 3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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